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Preface of the Revised Edition

The book was opened a decade ago and together we are still turning the pages!

In November 1996, with only limited resources, the “ Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail” Organizing
Group under the then Central & Western District Board managed to set up the “Sun Yat-sen
Historical Trail” in the Central and Sheung Wan area.  The Trail has altogether 13 spots, with the
beginning point at the original site of Diocesan Home and Orphanage at Eastern Street and the
finishing point at the original site of He Ji Zhan at D’Aguilar Street.  Over the years, the Trail has
seen more and more local residents, members of the public, as well as visitors from the Mainland
China, Taiwan and Macao, coming there to revive their memories of Sun Yat-sen’s achievements
in revolution.  Not surprisingly, the “Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail” booklet published by the
Organizing Group was so well-received that, with a few printings, it still became out-of-print very
soon.

In 2001, the Government decided to devote major efforts to promoting various historical
monuments and tourist attractions in Hong Kong, and particularly allocated funds for the provision
of new signage for the “Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail”.  After more than a year’s preparation work,
the Trail had been given a new look characterized by the new signage. The Working Group on
Improvement of the Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail made some amendments to the information
provided by the new signage of the Trail.  We have, in particular, erected a new memorial plaque
near Pak Tsz Lane in memory of Yang Quyun, a comrade of Dr Sun, and also the founder of the
Chinese Patriotic Mutual Improvement Association and the President of Revive China Society in
Hong Kong.  In early 2006, the Working Group agreed to further improve the Trail by erecting a
memorial plaque at the Bonham Road entrance of the University of Hong Kong to mark the
memorable homecoming of Dr Sun, who had taken a group photo with students and staffs after
delivering a speech at the Main Building of the University, on 20 February 1923.  At the same
time, the Working Group began revising and updating the booklet.  Following the renaming of the
Chinese name of the Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum in April 2006, the Working Group has also been
renamed as “Working Group on Promotion of Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail”.

     With the kind assistance of the Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum and the strenuous efforts of our
members, the Working Group have completed editing and revising the content of the booklet,
which is now reprinted in this current revised edition. With the support of the Tourism Commission,
we have once again upgraded the signage, and installed more information plaques and old
street photos. Hopefully, the publication of this booklet, as well as the enhancement of the Trail,
will be timed to commemorate the 140th anniversary of Dr Sun’s birth and coincide with the
opening of Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum.

I sincerely hope that this revised edition of the booklet, like the Trail itself, will receive your
continued support, so that the revolutionary spirit of Dr Sun can be further developed, and the
spirit of solidarity further strengthened among the Chinese around the world!

 CHAN Chit-kwai, JP
Chairman

Working Group on Improvement of the Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail
Central & Western District Council

March 2007
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Foreword

The Central and Western District, with its great pace of development

and thriving business, is the economic lifeline of Hong Kong. Compared with

more than a hundred years ago where Dr Sun Yat-sen, my reverend

grandfather, devoted his early years to studying, the district has now taken

on a magnificent look. Significantly though, those years of learning so cherished

had laid the foundation for his revolutionary career.

Setting foot now on where my grandfather had visited gives me a deep

feeling. The Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail, I believe, could enhance public

understanding of my grandfather and his deeds, and also promote their

knowledge of modern Chinese history. The thoughts of Dr Sun Yat-sen have

been an achievement in which the Chinese people of the twentieth century

have taken pride. His thoughts, if continued to be carried forward, will contribute

to the well-being of the Chinese people and bring to them honour and peace

in the twenty-first century.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Central and Western

District Board, the Central and Western District Office and other government

departments concerned for their efforts to make the Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical

Trail a reality.

Dr. Lily SUN Sui-fong

November 1996
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Introduction

Dr Sun Yat-sen is without question an important figure in modern Chinese history.
He is renowned as the father of the Chinese revolutions of the last century and one of
the founders of the Republic of China. By celebrating the 130th birthday of this great
man, we sought to commemorate his historical and political accomplishments in the
Chinese Revolution, and in particular, the wealth of revolutionary doctrines and ideas
that he developed during the formative period of his life in Hong Kong.

At the age of seventeen, Dr Sun arrived in Hong Kong. During the next nine years
he received secondary and tertiary education and made friends with many who shared
the same political persuasions and aspirations. Dr Sun and his friends gathered together
and exchanged views as well as committing themselves to strengthening the nation
for the betterment of the people. To this end, they staged uprisings to overthrow the
Manchu Government.

Dr Sun himself admitted while delivering a speech in 1923 in the capacity of an
alumnus at the University of Hong Kong that Hong Kong had provided much food for
his thoughts. Most of his activities at that time were based in the Central and Western
District. The Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail, set up by the Central & Western District
Board, links the various places in the district where Dr Sun carried out his activities. Its
intention is not only to glamorize Dr Sun’s historical legacy, but also to allow the public
to keep the assets of Dr Sun in view.

It has been a pleasure to serve as the convener of Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail
Organizing Committee. I feel that I have gained invaluably from the experience. I
would like to extend my appreciation to Professor NG Lun Ngai-ha, of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, whose thorough understanding of the historical facts of that
period of time greatly helped in preparing the materials for the Trail. The script
contributions she made for the Trail have given a succinct picture of Dr Sun’s historical
achievements. In addition, I would like to express my gratitude to the Antiquities and
Monuments Office, the Hong Kong Tourist Association, the Central and Western District
Office and other Organizing Committee members for their efforts to make the Trail a
success.

HUNG Wing-tat
Convener

Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail Organizing Committee
November 1996
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On 12 November 1866, Dr Sun was born at Cuiheng village in present-day Zhongshan city,

Guangdong province. At the age of 13 in 1879, Dr Sun followed his mother to Honolulu (nowadays

Hawaii), where he visited his brother Sun Mei and encountered the Western society and culture

for the first time. After his brief return in 1883, Dr Sun left his home village for Hong Kong, where

he completed his secondary and tertiary education at the Diocesan Home and Orphanage, the

Government Central School and the College of Medicine for Chinese, Hongkong.

After his completion of medical studies in 1892, Dr Sun practiced medicine in Macau and

Guangzhou, before he set up the Revive China Society in Honolulu on 24 November 1894. In the

following year, he set up the headquarters of the Society in Hong Kong and staged the first

revolutionary uprising in Guangzhou. After its failure, Dr Sun moved to Hong Kong and Japan,

where he cut his queue and discarded his long Chinese robe for a European suit, and started his

16 years of exile.

In October 1896, Dr Sun was kidnapped by the Chinese Legation in London, and was

rescued by his teacher James Cantlie. The 13-day imprisonment made Dr Sun the most world-

known revolutionary leader in China.

On 20 August 1905, Dr Sun founded the Chinese Revolutionary Alliance in Tokyo, where

the members swore loyalty to the People’s Three Principles: the overthrow of the Manchus, the

restoration of China, and the adoption of a republican regime, complemented by the clause

concerning the equalization of land rights.

After the Wuchang Uprising of 10 October 1911, Dr Sun entrusted himself with the diplomatic

mission in the United States, Britain and France, where he agitated for the favour of the international

communities. On 25 December 1911, he returned to Shanghai after long years of exile. On 1

January 1912, Dr Sun was proclaimed the Provisional President of the Republic of China in

Nanjing. The abdication of the last emperor Puyi on 12 February 1912 put an end to the autocratic

monarchy for the past two thousand years. The following day, Dr Sun resigned in favour of Yuan

Shikai.

The success of the 1911 Revolution was only one of the chapters in Dr Sun’s revolutionary

career. From 1912 to 1925 between the establishment of the Chinese Republic and the death of

Dr Sun, he spared no effort in achieving his ideals of democracy and republicanism. He not only

overthrew the autocracy of Yuan Shikai, but also established three successive governments in

Guangzhou, which laid solid foundation for the success of the Northern Expedition after his

death. The two renowned phrases of his testament, “The work of the revolution is not yet done,

and our comrades must renew their efforts”, contain his last messages for revolutionary comrades.

14
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In 1883, Dr Sun Yat-sen at the age of 17 left Cuiheng

village for Hong Kong to receive western-style

education.
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The 13-day imprisonment by the Chinese Legation

in London made Dr Sun a world-known revolutionary

leader in China. This is an engraving of Dr Sun’s

portrait in 1896.
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Dr Sun Yat-sen left the Shanghai

railway station for Nanjing, where

he assumed the provisional

presidency of the Republic of

China on 1 January 1912.

�� !"#$%&'
Historical Snapshots of Dr Sun Yat-sen
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Dr Sun Yat-sen with his two daughters, Sun Yan (left) and

the junior Sun Wan (right), in 1912.
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Dr Sun Yat-sen and members of the

Chinese Revolutionary Party in Tokyo,

Japan, in 1915.
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Dr Sun Yat-sen presided over the founding of the

Whampoa Military Academy in Guangzhou in June

1924.
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• Historical Traces of Dr Sun

Yat-sen's Activities in the

Central and Western District,

Hong Kong

Dr Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925) was the

leader of the 1911 Revolution which brought

about the fall of the Qing dynasty and

ended the imperial rule in China. He

was also the founder and the first

President of the Republic of China.

Dr Sun Yat-sen had very close

relat ions wi th Hong Kong.

Between 1883 and 1892, he

received most of his formal

educat ion in this terr i tory.

Although he was forced to flee

Hong Kong after the failure of the

1895 Guangzhou uprising, he

continued to look to the place as

an important base for his anti-

Manchu activities.

Returning from his first trip of 1879

to Honolulu, Dr Sun Yat-sen first passed

Hong Kong in 1883. On board the ship he

was very much impressed by the sight of the

buildings in the Central and Western District

of the Island. When he came to Hong Kong

again in 1883 for his secondary education at

the Diocesan Home and Orphanage and the

Government Central School, he acquired

extensive knowledge in the Western history,

politics and other subjects of modern learning.

He also witnessed patriotic reactions of the

Chinese in Hong Kong during the Sino-French

War of 1884. It was, however, during his

university days at the College of Medicine for

Chinese that he was inculcated with

progressive ideas of reform and revolution,

apart from his professional training in science

and medicine. Meanwhile, he was associated

with a group of young intellectuals who often

met to share their ideas for the salvation of

China and the overthrow of the Qing dynasty.

Many of these young people later became

members of the Xing Zhong Hui (Revive

China Society) and the Tong Meng Hui

(Revolutionary Alliance). They also

remained active throughout 1895-1911

in Hong Kong in revolutionary activities

against the Qing government.

Dr Sun Yat-sen’s activities in

Hong Kong during these years were

centered in the Central and Western

District of Hong Kong Island. Thus,

the initiative of the Central and

W e s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  B o a r d  i n

refurbishing the Dr Sun Yat-sen

Historical Trail and in publishing the

revised edition of this booklet,

highlighting traces of Dr Sun’s

activities in this area, is a most

felicitous commemoration of the 140th

anniversary of the birth of Dr Sun Yat-sen.
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The University of Hong Kong (HKU) is the higher education institution

with the longest history in Hong Kong and was founded in 1911, incorporating

the Hong Kong College of Medicine (established in 1887 as the College of

Medicine for Chinese, Hongkong). Dr Sun Yat-sen studied in the College

between 1887 and 1892. As an alumnus, Dr Sun visited the University on 20

February 1923, at which time he declared that “Hong Kong and The University

of Hong Kong are my intellectual birthplace.” To commemorate this historic

occasion, the University installed the Sun Yat-

sen memorial statue beside the Lily Pond at

the heart of the campus. The Main Building in

which Dr Sun delivered his speech is the

University's oldest building, and was declared

an historic monument in 1983 by the Hong

Kong Government.

�� !=�=�� 
The University of Hong Kong - Bonham Road
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The Diocesan Home and Orphanage, now the Diocesan Boys' School, of
the Anglican Church was the first school which Dr Sun Yat-sen attended in
Hong Kong. He had earlier received an elementary English education in Hawaii
for about four years. In 1883, Dr Sun left Cuiheng, his native village, for Hong
Kong to study at this school. In the following year, he transferred to the
Government Central School.

The Diocesan Home and Orphanage was
then a boarding school for children of different
nationalities. It provided subjects of modern
Western learning and had turned out many
graduates for service in Hong Kong and Mainland
China. The School was moved to Kowloon in
1926. On the old site at Eastern Street was built
in 1941 the Northcote Teachers' Training College.
Between 1962 and 1971, the site was used as
the main campus of the United College of the Chinese University of Hong
Kong. At present, the site stands the Bonham Road Government Primary
School.
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The Diocesan Home and Orphanage - Eastern Street
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