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A simpLr list of the styles and titles used by the earliest as
well as the mediva1 and later sovereigns of our island, empire
is of great use to the historian, and at the request of the
Council of the Index Society I have revised my collections,
the greater portion of which were originally printed in the
AThenum, Nos. 2528, pp. 497-499, 8 April, and 2530, pp. 566,
567, 22 April, 1876.

The books which I have used in my researches into this
interesting subject are such as are easily available to every
ordinary student of history, and will be found in every library
of antiquarian worth or pretension. They comprise the cele-
brated 'Codex Thplomaticus Aevi Saxonici,' by J. M. Kemble,
published in 1.839, for the English Historical Society; B.
Thorpe's ' Diplomatarium AngHeim Act Sa.xonici,' 186.5
some of the Master of the Rolls' Series of Chronicles and Memo-
rials; the four parts, forming a complete series of Facsimiles of
Ancient Charters, published in 1873-1879, for the Trustees of
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the British Museum; my own 'Fasti Monastici Aevi Saxonici,'
and several other kindred works. In order not to encroach too
much upon space, I have avoided giving references except in
the more important instances.

All the sovereigns of England, from the commencement of
the seventh century, when the heptanoinv of England was in
its full vigour, down to Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen
Victoria, appear to have employed the word rex or vegna, as
the case may be, without exception. And as we may take this
for granted, or if necessary prove it without difficult y, by the
most cursory examination of the most common collections of
royal acts and documents running in the royal name, I have
omitted to give any special attention to the use of this specific
title, in its simple and uncoinbined form, by any particular
sovereign.

There are, however, a number of words, derived from native
or imported sources, which have been employed by these
sovereigns from time to time in their royal styles and diplo-
matic titles, to signify the extent of their power and the nature
of their supreme domination over the people or peoples subject
to their rule. Many of these terms are of a very interesting
kind, and it is to these that I would call the attention of my
readers.

I do not propose to investigate the intricacies of the synony-
mous phrases adjoined to the title, which, starting with the
simple form gratiá Dci, gradually branched out into luxurious
circumlocutions and periphrastic expressions in the Saxon
period, such as, for example, "disponente domino," "gratia
gratuita dei patris concedente," "domino concedente," "divin
dispensationis gra.tia," " ejus [dci] melliflua gratia largiente,"
"ejus prclara gratia concedeute," "favente dci omnipotentis
dementia,'' '' régnante donuno,'' " C]iristo largiente,'' " dci
done," " Ohristi annuente dementia," " divina dispensa.tione,"
"patientia divina," "divina dispeusante gratia," "domino
donante,"" divine suffra.gio," "divina inspirante gratia," "deo
piuedestina.ntc,"" dci praedestina.tione," "deo euneta pie dis-
ponente in cujus manu sunt olnnia jura regftorum absque ulla
antecedente merito," "cailica fulciente cleinencia," " gratia
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gratuita dci patris concedeute," "almi regnantis gratia,"
divina dispensante piethte," " ipso pussuno praeorchnante

deo," "mci non mer.iti sod dci gratAa largiente," " oninipoten-
tissirno deo concedente," "deo omnipotente dona.nte et conee-
dente," " favente omnipotentis dci. dementia," " altithroni
cuncta creantis ac gubernantis concedente dementia," "divina
inihi arridente grati," "disponente dementia creantis," " Doi
oiniiipotcntis n.utu," " divina largient.e dementia,'' '' d.eifiae
voluntatis permissione," etc.

For all such expressions, although for a time they obtained
an employment with the diplomatic writers of the Norman
period, were rapidly reduced again to the simple form from
which they had started. And we find, for instance, the sole
form dci gndid upon the seals and in the genuine charters of
the two Williams and Henry the First; one charter, how-
ever, of a doubtful origin, of this latter sovereign, contains
the phrase, "providente divina dementia " (Jouris. of .Brit.
Are/i. Assoc. 1873, vol. xxix. p. 250).

Confining, therefore, our attention to the words or expres-
sions signifying rule or government, we are immediately struck
with their variety and their import. For convenience, we will
examine them in order of alphabetical arrangement: The first
part comprises htyles used previously to the advent of the
Normans. The second part embraces the period between A.D.
1066 and the present year. It will be easily seen that some
particular phrases have been frequently employed, while others
have been found to occur once or twice only throughout the
space of about 450 years which is illustrated by extant dfplo-
mata and official documents issued under the immediate sur-
veillance of the chief ruler of our island. For convenience of
reference, I have grouped the expressions which are found
combined with ba,sileus, unperator, nionarchus, and 1; under
the separate headings of ha-i/cus, etc., in alphabetical subordi-
nation. K. refers to Keuible's Codex. The italic word in the
sentence is that which is arranged in alphabet.



PART I. A.D. 604-1066.

l3eat.us agonnta totius Brittaniae-nsed by Eadwi, in 956.
Angulcynineq-usecl in reference to Eadgar, in 969; in reference to

Eaduueard after 972, and in 977 ; in reference to Aethelre4,
between 978-992.

Apice totius albionis sublimatus-used by Aetheistan, in 933; by
Eadgar, in 961.

Archons-used by Eadwig, in 956 (bit); by Eadgar, 964, 968.

.Eanleon-used by Eadwig, in 956; and by Cunt, in 1021-1023.

.IJASILEUAS.

The lexicographers of Middle Age Latin explain, this term to be
equivalent to Imperator (see lower down). l3asileus-' Glos.
Lifrici Saxonicurn,' Basileus, kyning, i. Rex. Hanc porro
Basi!ei appeilationem videntur sibi pine ceteris arrogasse veteres
Angliac reges.-Du Cange, ' Glossariurn,' tv. Basileus.

Basikus-used by Coenuueallia of Wessex, in 670, with subscription
"Ego Coenunalla basilleos Westsaxonum," etc. ; in the phrase
"basileus Angloruni simul at imperator regum at nationrnn
infra fines Brittanniae commorantium," by Acthelstan in 930
(934 ?); and again in 931, "basyleos Anglornm eaeterarurnque
gentium in circuitu persistcntinm" ; used by Aetheistan, in
931; by Aetheistan, in the phrase "]3asiloos Anglorum et aeqne
totius Britanniae orbis dcicolanimqne fylos atque euragulus
eorum," in 935; by Eadmund, in 940, 946; byEadred, in 948,
955; "basileus Angloruni hujusque insiilac barbarorum," used
by Eadred, in 955; by Eailwig, in 956, 959, 960; by Eadgar,
in 959, 960, 962, 963, 964, 966, 967, 968, 969, 970, 971, 972,
973, 974, 975, 976; 978; by Aetheired, in 979, 980, 982, 983,
984, 985, 988, 993, 994, 996, 998, 999, 1002, 1004, 1007,
1008, 1012; by Cant, in 1022, 1023, 1031, 1032; by Ead-
weard, in 1043, 1044, 1046, 1055, 1060.

.Thzsilezcs omnis l3ritanniae regimen adeptus-used by Cant, in 1033.
Compos regni Anglorum basileue . . paterno solio subliivaths-used

by Eadmund, in 941.
l3asilezct Anglorum et aeque totius Bryttanniae orbis curagnlus-used

by A.ethe.lstan, in 935, 937, 939.
.EatiLsus native jureq lie dediciitns-used by Aetheired, in 983.



Rite dieatus bae,leus—used by Aetheired, in 986.
Basileus aegregius—used by Eadwig, in 956.
Egregius Angul-Saxonum has liens eteterarumque plebium hine inde

habitantium—used by Eathvig, in 956.
Basiieus egregius—used by Aetheired, in 972.
Non solam Angul-Saxonum baslicus verumetiam totius Albionis insulae

- . . sceptre fangens—used by Eadwig, in 956.
Basileus, regth fastigio hunaii praesidens anitno—used by -Eadgar, in

961.
Bus (leus . . . et gubernator—used by Aetheistan, in 939.
Basilsus knglonm - . . gubernator at rector—used by Eadred, in

945, 948; by Eadwig; in 956; by Eadgar, in 961; by End-
weani, in 1050.

Basileus Anglorum et imperator regum gentium—used by Eadgar, in
966 (K. DXIV.)

Basileus . . . imperator at dominus—used by Eadgar, in 964.
Basileu g Anglorum, et rex atque imperator regurn at nationum infra

fines Britaniae commorantium—used by Eadgar in 967.
Basileos industrius—used by Aetheistan, in 938; by Aelfred, in 939

by Eadmund, 940, 942 ; by Eadgar, 961 ; by Aetheired, in
983, 987, 988, 1015; by Eadweard, in 1046.

Basileus toeius Anglorum gentis, eaeterarumque nationum in cireuitu
degentium priniatum gerens—used by A.ethelred, in 983.

Baslieus . . . regens atque gubernans—used by Cunt, in 1024.
Basileus Albionis monarchus—used by Eadwig, in 956 (?).
Bedbug (see Rex et Easileus).
Basileus Anglorum . . . toeius regni fastigium tenens—used by Aethel-

red, in 995.
Regiac dignitatis solio subthronizatus basileus—used by Aetheired, in

981.

Brytenwalda (see Cyning)

CIiVCG.

Clnc—applied to Aethelbryght, to Eadmund, and to Eadred, in 965
and 993.

Clncg—used by Aethilbald, between 743 and 745; applied to Ead-
inund, between 965 and 993.

Clng—,-used by Eadgar, in 966; by Croat, between 1013 and 1020,
1035.

CIngc—used by Aelfred of Wessex, between 880 and 885.



C1n7q—used by Eadweard of Wessex, between 901 and 909.
Uznn?g—used by Eadgor; in 963 and 975 ; applied to Cent, circ.

1020.
Cining—used by Aetheired, in 1006.
Gynaq—applied to Eadgar, in 962; used by Aethelred, efre. 984.
Uyncg—used by £'nnt, in 1032.
Uyng—applied to Eadred, in 946 and 955; used by Cnut, in 1032,

1033; by Eadweard.
Cyngc—used by Eadweard; by Cnitt.
C'yning—used by Beonxnulf, in 825; by Ecrhtuulf, elm. 840; by

Eaciweard of Wessex, between 901 and 909; by A.ethelstan,
in 934; by Eadred, in 955; by Eadgar, in 970, 973 and 975.

C'yningc—used by Eadweard, in 1065.
Ongol-Saxna cyning and brytenwalda ealles thyses iglanthes—used by

Aetheistan, in 934.
1 7 nt 15ed by Cent, in 1023.

Kisig—msed by Aethelred of Wessex, between 867 and 871 ; by
Aelfred, between 871 and 878; byAethelstan (K. ccclix, ccclx),
in 939; by Harald, in 1038; passim by Eadweard.

.Kngc—used by Eadweard, between 1061 and 1065.
E,nq—used by Cant, 1020 and 1023; by Eadweard.
Rmgc—used by Ead*eard, between 1044 and 1065.
Kyniq—refened to Eadweard, between 901 and 909 ; used by

Aethelred, elm. 1000 and by Eadweard, in 1062;

('oreg 1111(8 (see Gubernator).
C'nragulus, i.e. curam gerens, sollieitus, euriosus (eec Basileus and Rex).

Domlnus—used by Eadgar, in 963 (see Basieus).

Feue, etc. (ccc Regalia).
Fylos=-pv'Xoc for XaE (Sec Basileus) or OiXog.

Onbernacuk regens—used by Aethelfiaed of Mereia, between 915 and
922.

Gubernator—used by C'nut, in 1018.
G,thcrnaor seeptn hnjus insulae—used by Aetheired, in 1014; by

Caut, in 1033.
Gentis gabernator Angligenae totiusque income coregulus, etc.—used

by Aethelrcd, in 1002.



Gvber;zator et rector—used by Eadred, in 955; by Eadwig, in 956;
by Eadgar, in 959, 960, 961, 962, 964, 967 [977 and 973].

Gtebernator (Bee Rex and Rector).

lerare/tia (see Rex).

IArJ'ERA TOil.

Used by Cnut, in 1018 (K, Decxxvn), in the phrase, Imperator
lCnut . . . regirninis Anglici in Angus potitus"; used in
the phrase "Rector et imperator," by Coenw nil of Marcia, in
798 (see below, under Rector); in conjunction ?itli Busilens,
q.v., by Aetholston, in 930 (934?) (K. ccclix"); "Eadwi. rex,
Angulsaea et Northanhuinbrcruni imperator, paganorum
gubernator Breothmumque propugnator," in 956 (K. eeecli);
"Basiletis, imperator et dominus," used by Eadgar, in 964
by Aetheired, in the phrase " totius AJbionis . . . imporator,"
in 995 (Chron. Mon. de Abingdon, i. 388).

Anglorum basileus, omniumque insularum eeeaui quae Britanniam
circurnj scent cunctarumquc nationum quae thin earn inclu-
duntur iniperakr at dominna—used by tadgar, in 964 (K.
Dxiv).

Basileus Anglorurn, et rem atque imperator regurn et nationurn infra
fines Britanniae comniorantium—used by Eadgar, in 967 (K.
DXXXV1).

Rex . . . gubernator ...' propugnator . . . ac ivzperator—used by
Aetlicired, in lOfl.

Anglo.Saxoniae atqne Northhyrnbrensis gubernator monarcbiae, pa-
ganorum prcpugnator, ac Rretonurn caeterarurnque provinciarum
nnperator—used by Aetheired, in 1013.

Paganorunt imperator—used by Eadred, in 949 (K. ccccxxvi) (see
Rex).

hnperaor regum—in the phrase "Basileus Angloruin et iinperator
reglilu gentiurn "—used by Eadgar, in 964 (K. uxir).

Faiuosus totius Brittamiieae insulae irnpera.tor—used by Aetheired, in
990.

Totius Albionis imperator angustns—used by Eadgar, in 970.
Oswaldns toting Britanniae irnperator ordinatus a Dec—Life of St.

Columba, Acts 88. Bollandus,vol. xxil. p. 186; Paris, 1867.
Serenissimus imperator—used by Eadgar, in 974 (K. Dlxxxi).
Irnperatorir titulum sibi anogasse Re.-Cs Anglosaxonicos ox hoc patet,

quad Easileas sese passirn indigitarent quae vex Imperatorem
turn sonabat.—Du Cange, I Glossarium,' R.V. linperator.



inperiali Anglo-Saxonum diademate iiifulatus, etc.—used by Eadwi,
in 956.

Imperium—used in the phrase " rex ... regens imperium," was
employed byAethilbald, in 742 (see below, under Rex); in the
date "auno secundo imperii," by Coonnuif, 798 (see below,
under Rector); "imperil piissimi regis ... Coonuulfi anne
xv°," by Coennulf, in 811; in a phrase, "super... imperium
elevatus rex," by Aetheistan, in 930 (see under Rex); in the
(late, "iiii° anne imperii mci," by Eadmund, in 943 (K. cccxciv);
"prime anni imperil mci," by Eadred, in 947 ; in the phrase,
"rex terrenus sub imperiali potentia regis saeculornm aeter-
numquo prineipis magnae J3ritanniae temporalo gerens im-
perium," by Eadred; in 918; "arnie imperil mci tertio," by
Eadred, in 949; 'prime some irnperii mci." byEadwig, in 956
(K. cccexxxvii, K. occclii, K. eeccliv); "anne gecundo imperii
Ea.dwiges totius AJbionis insnlae iinperantis," 97; " anne
quarte imperli," by Eadwig and Eadgar, in 959; "anne imperil
vi'," by Eadgar, 963.

JfONA]ICHUS, etc.

2tbnarelta—used by Eadgar, in 966 ; by Eadweard, in 1065:
.Mbnare/iee—used by Aetheired, in 1012.
Afonarchia (see Rex).
Totius Albionis ,nonare1eia;ngubernans—used by Aetheired, in 1004.
Afonarehia regni munitus—by O.ffa of Meroia, in 785.
Alonarclna-nt teEms Brittanniae maniac earn superne juvarnine ebtinens

—used by Eadgar, in 965.
Afbnarchiarn optineas—used by Eadweard, in 1063.
Possidens totius Magnao J3ritanniae ononarchiam—used by Eadgar, in

966.
.Mbnarcltia—in the phrase "singularis privilegii menarehia praeditus

rex" (see Rex).
Opitulante giatuita (lei gratia rnonarc1iarn tenentes—used by Aetherdd

and Aetheifled, in 901.
.A/bnarc/zus—iued by Aethilbald, in the phrase "Aetbilbaidus Brit-

tanniae Anglorum monarchies," between 725 and 737 (K.
lxxxie ); by Eadwig, "totius Albionis monarchus," in 956,
and by Ladred, in 049; 'Monarehus T3,ittanthae insulae," by
Eadwig, in 956 ; " J3ritanniae Anglorum memuehus," by
Eadgar, in 959, 961 ; "monarehus," by Eadgar, in 961, 966,
969 and 970, 972; "Bryttanniae Anglorurn menarehus," by



Eadwig, in 959; by Eadgur [977 and 978]; and by Aetheired,
in 993; "Britanniae totius Ang1onm monarehus," by Aethel-
red, in 994, 1005, 1006 ; by Cnut in 1018, 1019, 1020
(monarcus), 1021-1023, 1031 ; by Eadweard, in 1042, 1062.

.Ajonarcltue at primicerius—used by Eadred, in 949.
Begins Angliarnin ntonareleus—used by Eadweard, in 1049.
ifonarchus (see Basileus, and Rex).

.Praepotcns Anglicanae genealogiae sceptre frotus—,used by Eadwig, in
956.

Primicerius (see Rex, and Monarchus).
Frimic/zerius—used by Eadgar, in 967.
Fropugnator (see Imperator, and Rex).

Anglorum rector caeterarnmque gentium per circuitum adjacentium
gubernator--usod by Acthelred, in 995.

Rector et imperator—used by Coennuif of Mcreia, in the phrase "rector
et iniperator regni," in 798. (Fees. of Anet. Charters in B. lii.)
The date is given " anno seoundo imperil nostn."

Rector (see Gubernator, and Rex).
Regali prosapia eon,ptns—used by Aetheired, in 1003.1003.
Regali delibutus unguine, seep&igeraque gentis Anglorum monarchia

altithreni Lavente dementia sublimatus—used by Eadwig, in
056.

Regali fretus dignitate—used by mi, of Wessex, in 701, 725; by
i3eorhtric of Wessex, before 790; by Ecgberht, in 825, 826;
by Aetheluulf of Wessex, in 854 ; by Eadg&r, in 963; by
Aetheired, in 996, 1015; by Eadweanl, between 1038, 1042,
1044.

Regalia sceptra gubernans —used by Eadweard, in 1065.
Rcgats regiminis obtinens—used by Aetheistan, in 939.
Regia dignitate praediths—used by Offa, in 796.
Regia dignitatis sublimatus honore—used by Aethebed, in 1005.
Regia infula cornptus—used by Aetheired, in 990.
Totius Brlttannieae insulae regi,nina gubernons—used by Eadgar, in

971.
Totins Brytamñae triviatim potitus regirnine—used by Eadgar.
Totius Albionis triviatim potitus regirnine—used by Eadwig, in 956.
Regirninis Angliei potitus—used. by Cunt, in 1018.
ilegni Mereiorum sublimates ad culmina—used by Eadgar, in 958.



10

.Regnurn dispensans—used by Aethelstan in the phrase "regnum totius
athionis deo auctore dispensons," in 929.

Praesidens regno magnac J3ritanniao—used by Eadgar, in 972.
Regni gubcrnaeula sortitus—used by Aetheired, in 995.
(hex) Regni salle sullimatus—used by Aetheistan, in 931, 934; by

Eadgar, in 970, 974; by Aetheired, in 985, 088.
Regulus—used by Uhtred, of the Kwieeas, in 767; and again in 770;

for Aldred of the Uwiceas, in 777; and by him between 778
and 785.

REX.

Commonly used by all sovereigns without exception from the seventh
to the eleventh century.

Rex assistens angligenaram—used by Eadweard, in 1061.
Rex et basileus totius angliae—used by Eadg-ar, in 966.
Clernentissimus rex, speaking of Aethelbert, in 761.
Rex regis dignitate eonspicuus—used by Eadinirnd, in 940.
Rex a domino constitutus—used. by Eadgar.
Rex a rege regum coustitutus—used by Offa between 793 and 796.
Rex Anglorum et euragulus totius Bryttanniac—used by Aetlielstan,

in 939; (et acue toeiusBrit. euragulus), by Aethelstan, in 939.
Rex Anglorum et euragiflus inultarum gentium—used by Eadmund,

in 940.
Rex . . . et curogulus praeeleetus—used by Aetheistan, in 038.
flex ac defensor eonstitutus—used by Eadweard, in 1063.
Doi atque doinini nortH Jesu Christi faventeque ridenteque gratia in

regent dieatus—used by ]3urgred, in 869.
Rex regni regirnonia dispensaus—used byBcorhtrie of Wessex, ill
Rex . . . domirn adridenti grati regimini pr1atus (sic)—used by

theluuif of Wessex, in 839.
Rex dorians, etc—used by Coennuif, in 799; by Aethelstan, in 933.
Rex donator—used by illotharins of Kent, in 679; by Ceaduualla

,of Wessex, in 688; by Osnuini of Kent, in 689 (K. xxx); by
Wythred of Kent, in 696; by Aethilberht of Kent, in 732; by
Aetheluulf of Murcia, in 345.

[Rex] Donator—used by Ecgherht of Kent, in 779.
Rex egregius—used by Eadwig, in 956.
Super . . imperiam elevatus rev—used by Aethehtan, in the phrase

"tam super Bntanrneae gentis, quani Super aliaruin nationum
-	litHe subditarum imperium elevatus rex," in 930 (K. cccli).

Rex sceptris fretus regalihus—used by Aetheistan, in 929, 930.
Gleriosus' rex—used by lluihtracd, in 694; in mentioning Wihtred.
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the lather of Athetherht, king, 724; by Eadgar, in 949; by
Eadgar (e. 978 ?).

Rex glonosissimus—used by Eadred, in 949.
Rex A.ngloruin gioriosissinius, rectorque Northanitymbra, of paganorum

imperator, Erittonumque propugnator—used by Eadred in 949
(k. eecoxxvi).

hex grathlabundus—used by Eadwig, in 956.
Rex Anglorum . . oulminis totius regimen gnbcrnans—usod by

Aetheired, in 995.
Rex no gubernator—used by Eadwig, in 956.
Rex et gubernator—used by Aetheistan, in 937.
Rex Anglonim gubernator et rector—used by Eadred, in 949; by

Eadwig, in 958; by Eadgar, in 961 ; by Aetheired, in 1002.
Rex Aiglorum, no totin g Britannicae telluris gubernator et rector—

used by Eadwig,in 956.
Rex Anglorum, . caeterarumque gentium in eircuitu persistentium

guihernutor at rector—used by Edmund, in 940, 944, 945, 946;
by Eadred. in 946, 947, 948, 949; by Aetheistan, in 943;
industuins rex, c. q. g. i. e. p. g. a. r. as above, by Eadwig, in
956; ("circumquaque" for "in ircjitu), by Eadwig, in 956,
957, 958; ("multarurn" and "ciraumquaque"), by Eadwig, c.
958; by lacigar, in 963. 964, 968, 971 ; by Eadweard, in 977;
by Aetheirod, in 984, 1006 and 1012; by Cant, in 1032, 1033
(see Industrins rex).

Rex . . . Angulsaexa et Northanliumbrorum imperator, paganorum
gubernator, Breotouumqne propugnator—used by Endwig, in
056.

Rex at domithnm hahens—used by Eadweard Confessor.
Eurnilis et devotus rex—used by Aetheistan, in 938.
Rex imperiosus—used by Aethelred, in 984.
Inclitus rex—used by Eadwig, in 956.
Inc]itns et serenissimus rex—used by Eacigar, in 969.
Inelitae memoriac rex, speaking of Acthelbert, in 762.
Industries rex—used by Endmund, in 940, 941, 942, 943; by Eadwig,

in 956, in the phrase "industrius rex Anglonim, eaeterarumqne
gentiuin in circuitit persistentiunu gubernator at rector"; by
Eadwig, simply, in 956; "industrius Angloruni rex gubernator
et rector "—used by Eadwig, in 957; by Eadgur, in 958; by
Aethoired, in 1005.

Rex justus at benignus—appliod to Athnll, in 937.
Rex et mènarohus—used by Abthelred, in 987, 1014 in the phrase,

"sullimatus rex et monarchus totius Albionis." .	-.
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Nornine regis fungens—used by Cuthraed of Wessex, in 745.
Rex orcinatus super Angligenas, etc.—used by Eadmund, in 941.
Rex pacificus—used b' Eadgar, in 968.
Pius rex—used by Coenuulf of Mercia, in 803, 811.
Piissimus rex—applied to Oh in 759 [B. M. Add. Ch. 197891; used by

Oh, in 779, and applied to Coenunif, in 811.
Regum praeeellentissimus—used by Eadwi, in 956.
Singularis privilegii icrarehia praeditus rex—used by Aetheistan, in

930 (for 934), 932, 934; gerarehia), in 931; by Cunt, in 1035.
Ierarcbia fiorentis Albionis preeditus rex—used by Aetheistan, in 935.
Monarchia praeditus rex—used by Aetheistan, in 931, 932.
Singulans pnvilegii monarchia praeditus rex—used by Aetheistan, in

931, 933; by Jitheired, in 1009.
Rex ac praedux—used by Eadgar, in 964.
Rex . . . praeordinatus in regem - used bjr Eadrecl, in 949; by

Eadwig, in 956, 958.
Prneordinatus in regem—used by Aetheliod, in 994.
Rex Albionis summain preesidens—used by Eadred, in 949.
Rex Anglorum et aeque multarum gentium monarchiae potestatis

praovisor—usod by Eadweard, in 977.
Rex et pnmicerius—used by Eadinund, in 946; ret ...totius

albionis pñmiooius—used by Eadred, in 947, 953, 955, 956;
by Eadrod, in 955; by Eadwig, in 956, 961 ; by Eadgar, in
958, 963, 965, 966, 967 ; rex primichoriusque—used by
Eadgar, in 969, 972, 073, 975 ; by Aethoirod, in 1009; by
Hardacnut, in 1042; rex primiceriusque—used by Eadweard,
in 1052-3; by Eadweard, in 1054.

Rex et primicerius tocius Albionis regni fastigium humili praesidens
animo—used by Aet}iolstan, in 931; by thiut, in 1033; by
Eadweard, in e. 977, 1050, 1052.

Rex et prmneeps—used by Eadberht, in 761; rex c  Auglorumn prineeps,
by Eadweard.

Rex in cathedra rogali romotijs—used by Cunt, in 1020 and 1023.
Rex . . . [Christi] ammonitione provocatue—used by Cnut, in 1033;

by Eadweard, in 1044.
Rex et rector—used by Aotholsthn, in the pbraso "rex et rector

totius Britanuiae caeterarumque doe eoncedentc gubernator
provineiarum," in 930; by Aetijeistan, in 933, 934; by
Eadred, in 949; by Aetiseired, in 1001, 1005.

Rex Anglorum gontiumque cireumsistentium praepotens almifico rector
—used by Eadmund, in 942.

Rex regens imperiun—used by Aethilbald of Mercia, in the expression,
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"Ego EtheIbald rex divine suffragio fultus gentis Merciorum
regens imperium," in 742 (K. lxxvii).

Totius regni rex citra mare—used by Eadgar, 966.
Rex .. . regni totius fastigium teiens—ued by Aedeired, in 990.
Rex regirnina teneus—used by Coenuuff, in 816.
Rex regimina tentans—used by Eadwig, in 955.
Rex terrenus . . . temporale gerens imperium—used by Eadred, in

948.
Reverentissimus rex—used by Aetlnlbld of Mercia, in 727.
Strenuissimus rex—applied to Offa in 789.
Rex lion modica infulatus sublimatus dignitate—used by Aetheistan,

in 926.
Rex . . . sublimatus ad eulmina—used by Eadgar, in 963.
Rex . . . rogue sublimatus—used by Aetheisten, in 935.
Rex . . . rogni solio sublimatus—used by Aethelstan, in 931, 932, 934.
Rex . . . solio sublimatus—used by Aetheired, in 990.
Rex subthronizatus—used by Gout, in 1018, 1026.
Sceptrigera ditione ... .cx subthronizatus—i,sed by Aethoired, in

990.
Subtronizatus rex et rector—used by Cant, in 1019.
Rex Anglorum . . . rogni tocius lastigium tenens—used by Aethelred,

in 984, 985.
Rex vocitatus—used by Cnut in the phrase "Divino nutu Anglorum

rex vocitatus, in 1020.

Subreyulws—used by Aethiluuoard of the Wiecas, 706—by Eanberht
of the J:Iwiceas, 157—for Oshere of the Rwieoas, in 774—by
Dlitred of the liwiccas, between 764 and 775—by Aldred of
the Hwieeas, between 778 and 781; and between 769 and 785.

PART II. A.D. 1066A879.

• This second part, into which my. notes naturall y divide
themselves, embraces a period of 814 years, nearly twice the
space of time occupied and illustrated by the former part.
But it will be seen that the royal styles and diplomatic titles
affected by the sovereigns in this division arrive at a degree of
harmony and intelligible adoption not in all cases shown by
the first division. The sources from which the following notes
have been extracted might have been diflusse, had not the
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very nature and essence of the inquiries demanded that my
researches should be restricted to formal, original, and irre-
fragable evidence bearing in a direct manner upon these styles.
Hence they are restricted to the evidence afforded by royal
documents, coins, medals, and great seals; and the principal
repertories, whence I have extracted my notes for this part
following, are, the unrivalled collection of charters and seals in
the British Museum; the chapter entitled ' Remarks on the
Style and Charters of the Kings of England,' to be found in
some editions only of 'The Chronology of History,' by Sir
Harris Nicolas, itself derived in turn from Hardy's 'Introduc-
tion to the Charter-Rolls' ; my own article on "Seals" in the
Arts and Sciences Supplement of the English Uyclopivdth; various
Monographs on the Great Seals by Prof. Willis, the Rev. W.
H. Gunner, and myself, in the Jo?trl1aIS and Transactions, of the
Royal Society of Literature, the British Arcbmological Associa-
tion, and the Royal Archaeolo gical. Institute; and Mr. H. W.
ilenfrey's 'Guido to the Study and Airangement of English
Coins' (which is, for this purpose, perhaps as useful as other
numismatic works of greater calibre that are less easily pro-
cured by. the general reader).

A variety of other works will naturally suggest themselves
to those who read and study the history of England in its
critical forms. This part of the notes necessarily arranges
itself best under the chronological series of sovereigns; and
premising that the sign (.s.) signifies seal, and (c.) coins, and
that other notes without references are from documentary
sources, while, for the sake of brevity, constantly'recurring
words are abbreviated or indicated by their initial letters only,
we commence with—
William I. who used—rex—rex Anglorum—rex Anglorum,. comes

Ner,nannonnu atque Cinomanensium—r. A., prineeps Nor-
mannorum et Cenomannorum - dux Normannorum et rex
Anglorum—r. A. et Cenomanuorurn prrnceps—Norrnannorurn
patrauus, Amiglis ret (s.)—dux Normannorum ... Angliam
veniens in ore gladii regnum adeptus sum Anglorum—Anglo-
rum rex et dat Normannorum atque princeps Cenemannorum -
—r. A. et(lux Norm.—gloriesus rex A. et dux Northmam,orum
—victoriosi,sAriglorum basileus, in 1069—rex gloriosissiTnus-
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rex A. hereditario juro factus—magnns, and senior, frequently
applied to him by succeeding sovereigns—' imperiurn ejus"
(Nicolas. p. 365, n.)—Anglenim rex (very rare).

William IT—rex Anglorum (8)—rex Anglorum, dux Normannorum
(on a doubtful seal)—rex A. filius magni Willelmi qui regi
Edwardo horeditario jure successit.

Henry 1,—rex Anglorum (e.), between 1100 and 1108 (e.)—r. A,
dux Nonnannonim, between 1108 and 1135 (M.)—r. A. et
prmeeps Norm., after 1106—ng1e1andes kyning—r. A. mine
magni regis Willelmi qui beaten memorice regi Edwardo in
regnum suceessit (a doubtful charter, dated in 1109)— .r. A. at
Normannorum dux—r. A. et Normannorum clux, 'WiJ.lelmi
Inagni regis films, qui Aednuardo regi heredit.ario juro sue-
cessit in regnum (in a doubtful charter of 1109)—gloriosus
rex Anglorum, applied to him.

Stephen—rex Anglonim, diix Normannorum (8)—rex Angloruiu only,
in charters, with one exception.

Mathildis, or Maud the Empress (of Germany)—R.ouuimorum regina
(s.)—imperat.rix Henrici regis filia, in 1140, 1149, etc.-
imperatrix lienriei regis filia et A.nglonim domina, in 1141,
1151, etc.—imperatrix Henrici regis filia et Anglorum re.-ma,
cire. 1141 to 1143. See my iiionogrpb, 'A 13'aseienlns of the
Charters, of 	ete.,inthejburn.Bril. Arch. Assoc;, 1875.

Henry 11.—rex Anglonmi, dux Nonnannorum et Aquiitannorum,
comes Andegavorum (s)—rex Angliae et dux Normanniae et
Aquitnniae of comes Andegaviae.

King Henry, son of Henry IT.—rex Anglorum, dux Noneannorum et
conies Andegavoruni (s.).

Richard 1.—dux Norrnanniae et dominus Angliae, before his corona-
tion—rex Anglorum, dux Normannorum et Aqnitanorum et
comes Andegavorum (s.)—rex Angliae, dux Normamuiao et
Aquitanniae, comes Andegaviae.

JoIrn—rex Anglie dominus ii1'ibenne, . dux Normannie et Aqintannie,
comes Andegavie (8.)—r. A., d. H., d.	at e. An.

Henry 111.—rex Anglie, domirnm Hibernie, dux Normannie et Aqui-
tonic, comes Andogavie, between 1216 and 1260 (a.)—r. A.,
d. H., dux N. ot c. Andeg. (s.)—r. A., d. It., d. Aquit.,
between 1262 and 1272 (n.).

Edward 1.—rex Anghe, dominus Ilibernie, dux Aquitanie (8)—same,
but " at dux," in deeds.

Edward IT—rex Anglie, donuirnis Hibeinic, dux Aqnitanie (8)—rex
AngLe et doininus iihernie, sometimes iii the last regind year.
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Edward 111.—rex Anglie, domirms Hibernie, dux Aquitanie, between
1327 and 1340 (s.)—rcx A.ngl., Era., Rib. (c.)—rcx Francie at
Atglie, doniinus Hibernie, et dux Aquitanie, in 1340 (s.)-
rex Anglie at Franei6 et dominns Ijibernie, between 1340 and
1360 (8)—same, with second "et" omitted (e.)—rex F., A. et
d. if., in 1347 (m)—r. F. et A. et d. It., between 1340 and
1360, and between 1372 and 1377 (s;)—rex A., dominus H. et
Aq., between 1347 and 1360 (e.), and between 1360 and 1-369
(s.)—rex A. et F., dom. H. et Aq., after 1369 (c.)—r. A. et F.,
don. H. et din Aq.

Richard 11.—rex Francie et Anglie et dominns Hibernia (e.)—rex A.
otT. at d. 11.—rex A. et F., d.

, 
 H. et Aqnitanie (c.)—r. A., d.

H. et Aq. (e.)—r. A. et F., d. 11. (c.).
Henry flT._rex Anglie et Francis et dominns Hibernia, and "Franeie

et Anglie" (s.)—rex A. et F., d. 11. at Aquitaine (0)—rex
Anglie et Francie (e.)—r. A. or F. et d. 11. (e.)—rex Anglia (c.).

Henry V.—Seals same as Henry IV.; coins same as the last three
above—Roy do Frannee et d'Engleterre, seigneur d'i:nard, et
due de Normondie, in 5th year, Norman Rolls—rex Anglie
here, et regens Franeie et dominns Ilibernie—and the same,
with (C regni " inseited after regens "—r. A., bores regni F.
et d. II. (s.), used between 1420 and 1422-1,vng of England,
heire and regent of the :rewme of France and lord of Irlande-
roy d'Engleterre, heretier et regent du royaume do France et
seigneur dIrlande.

Henry VI.—Seals same as Henry IV.; coins same as Henry V—Fran-
comm ot .&nglio rex, between 1422 and 1451 (s.)—" nuper de
facto et non tie jure rex Anglie," applied to him by Edward IV.

Edward IV.—rex Anglie et Franeie et dominus ITibemnie, or r. Francie
or Anglie, etc. (s.)— rex Anglie at IT raneie—rex Anglic—rex
Anglia et Fibemnie (o.).

Edthrd V—Coins same as of Edward TV—rex Anglie et F. et d. H.
F. et K et d. H.

Richard 111.—rex Anglie et F. et d. H. (8)—rex Anglie, and rex
Anglia at Frnncie (c.)—rex F. et A. et d. H.

Henry Vu—rex Anglie et Francie et dominus Hibernia, and rex
Francis at Anglia, etc. (s.).

omy VIII.—rex Anglie et Franeie et dominns Hibernia, between
1609 and 1532 (s.)—' His Most Christian Majesty," title con-
ferred by Pope Julius II. in 1513—rex Ahglie, Francie, domi-
nns Ibar for ITibernie (c.)—rex Auglie et Franeie (0)—rex
An glia (o.)—Fidei defensor, added in 1521—Henricus Octarus,
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d. g. Anglie at Francie rex, fidel defensor at dorninus ilibemie,
between 1532 and 1541 (s.)—H. 0. d. g. A. P. of H. rex, fidei
defensor et in terra ecciesie Anglicane at Hibernice supremnm
caput, between 1541 and 1547 (8)—same title, with sub
Christo I added after Hiberiiice, in medal figured in lint. Arch.
Assoc. Jóurx. xxxiv.—Anglie, Francis et Hibernie rex, in
34th to 37th years' coinage.

Edward VI.—Edwardus sextus, Anglie, Francis et Hibernia rex fidel
defensor et in terra ecelesie Anglicane at Hibernice supremum
eaput (s. and deeds)—Anglie, Franeic at Hibernie rex (c.).

Mary 1.—Maria, Anglie, Francis at ilibemie regina, ejus nominis
prima, fidel defensor at in terra, etc., as above, or the same,
but " ejus nominis prima" omitted—Anglie, Francis et
Ribernie regina (c.)—" Maria" to "defensor" as above (8.).

Philip I. and Mary 1.—Philippus of Maria, rex et regina Anglie,
Francie, Neapolis, Jerusalem, et llibcrnie, fidel defensores,
principes Fispaniarum et Sicilie, arehiduces Austrie et duces
Mediolani, Burgundie, et Brabantie, eomit.es Haspurgi, Plan-
dnie, otTirolis, in July, 1564—P. et lsI., Angie, Itispaniarum,
Francis, Yerusalom, utriusque Sicilie at Hibernie rex et regina,
f. 4., arehiduces Austria, duces Burgundie, Mediolani, et
Brabantie, comites }{aspurgi, Flandrie, at Tirolis, in 1555-
rex at regina (c.)—P. et H., rex et regina Anglie, Rispaniarum,
Francis, utriusque Sicilie et Hibernie, f. d., etc., between 1556
and 1558 (e.).

Elizabeth—Angie, Francie, et Hibernie regina, fidei defensor, etc. (e.)
—Anglie, Francis, Hibernie regina (c.)—A., 1"., et H. regina,
fidel defensatrix, in one instance (Nicolas)—" Elizabet, d. g.
Angi., Fr. et M. Pr. c. a. i. regina," on coins which have been
referred to the taking of Virginia by Raleigh in 1584; the
abbreviations "M. Pr. c. a. i." on these coins are rendered
"Magnae Provineiae captae auspieiis ilius," by Henfrey, but
"a. i." may be perhaps "ab

James I.—Angliae, Seotiae, Frnnciae, at Hiborniae rex, fidei defensor
(s. and deeds)—Angliae, Scotiac, Franeiae, et lliberniae rex,
on coins issued in the first year—Magnae Britanniao, Pranciac,
at Riberniae rex, on coins issued in the second year—" The. I.
Totius Ens. Brit. Imp. et Franc. et ilib. Rex," and "The. I.

1 Compare the insertion "proxime a Chri,to" in ilia title engraved by Baron in
1736 from ]Iothein's picture of the king grantin- a charter to the Barber-Surgeons,
and the similar terms "immediately after Christ," ? on title-page of the Statutes, a' 31,
and " under Christ," Statutes, a' 32, as pointed out by Mr. A. J. Horwood in the
Athna,,rn, 2534, 20 May, 1876, p. 607.
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Brit. Cac. Aug. Hue. Caesar.," medals figured in burn. lint.
Arch. Assoc. xxxiv.

Charles I.—Magnae Britanniae, Francine, at iliborniae rex, fidoi
defensor, etc., in 1626, 1627 (a.)—Magnae to rex, as above (c.)
—Angliae, Scotiae, Francine, at Hibernine rex, fldei defensor,
between 1627 and 1640 (a.)—Xagnae to defensor, as above,
between 1640 and 1649 (a.).

Republic—Olivarius, Reipublicae Angliae, Scalise, at Hiborniae, etc.,
protector, between 1653 and 1658 (s.)—llichardus, and so on,
as above, between 1658 and 1660? (a.)

Charles 11.—Carolus II., or Secundus, Magnae Britauniae, Franeiae,
at Hibeniiae rex, fidei defensor, etc. (a. and deeds)—" fidel
defensor" omitted (c.).

James II., mut atamutandis, uses the same forms.
William III. and Mary 1I.—Gulielnms III. at Math II., Angliae,

Franeiae, at Fliberniae rex et regina', fidel defensores, etc.,
between 1689 and 1695 (a.)—Gulielmus at Maria, Magnae
Britanniae, Franciae, at lJibcrniae rex at regina (o.).

William III. - Gulielnnis lii., Magnae Britanniae, Franciae, at
]libei'niae rex, fidei defensor, etc. (s.)—tho coins as above,
but "ot Maria" and " et regina" omitted.

Anne—Anna, M. B., F., at H. regina, f, d., etc. (s.)—M. B., F., at
H. regina

George I.—Magnae, Britannine, Franeiae, at Hiberniao rex, fidel
defensor, on deeds—same on seals and coins, wit!, addition of
Bruns*icensis at Lunenburgensis dux, sacli Romani imperil
archithesaurarius at princeps elector.

George 11.—deeds and seals (" etc." added) same as George 1.—coins
o,nit I, p1incØps.

George 111.—deeds, seals, and coins same as George II. until 1801—
thenceforward "Britanniarum rex, fidei defensor," deeds and
coins; seals have "Brunswiconsis" to " princeps elector, etc."
as George 1.—Of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland king, defender of the faith—Britanniarnm rex, fidei
defensor, at in terra ecclesiae Anglieanae at Hibernicae su-
preinum eaput, late in reign (on a seal in the British Museum).

George IV.—Britanaiarum rex, Mci defensor, on seals and colas—
style in deeds, "of the United Kingdom," etc., as George Ill.

William IV.—rnulatia mutandia, as George IV.
Victoria—Britanniarum regina, fidei defensor—soals and coins, style

as above—" Empress of India, 1 January, 1877," medal by
G. G. Adams, Esq., P.S. A., figured in bouriud of British
A.relueologicai Aaaociat ion, vol. xxxiv. 1878.
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PART III.

In this concluding division' of the subject, I will endeavour
to point out succinctly some of the most prominent of the
many lessons that the previous extracts and notes appear to
show us. I will only say, by way of preface, that I have
spared no time or trouble to make my list as perfect as possible,
although I can hardly hope to have gathered in every one of
the numerous expressions which have been employed, for a
period of 1275 years, to denote sovereignty of rule within the
area of England.

If readers will refer to the list of expressions in Part I.,
they will observe that several words for sovereign ruler have
been only used on one occasion, and to suit the taste of some
individual monarch; and these liapax/egomena divide themselves
into two classes, the one of pure Latin origin, the other of
Greek extraction. The Latin forms are coieguius and dorninus;
the Greek are agon.ista, fylos for 6Xa, or perhaps for ONo5,
and monarches. We may, therefore, dismiss these from our
minds, as words unlikely ever to have been of tiny great value
towards expressing the sovereign power over the kingdom of
Britain. ;Brytenwa/da, a purely English word, sighifying
"Britain's wielder," or "the Britons' wielder," i.e. "he who
wields, or sways, the supreme power in Britain," also occurs
but once in a diplomatic document, as far as my researches go
(and that I find used by King .Athelstan in A.D. 934), although
we recognize therein the more familiar expression Brctua/da, or
Bri/twalda, into the consideration of which it is not my inten-
tion to digress on this occasion.

Readers will also observe another class of words, which, from
their use on more than one occasion, and by different monarchs,
appear to imply a certain amount of acceptance and authorita-
tive employment, during this pre-Norinan period. And these,
in like manner, divide themselves into Latin and Greek forms.
For example, among Latin forms there are curagu/ws, gubernator,
imperator, prirnicerius, propugnator, rector, regulus (but only in a

This division is bore published for the first time.



20

subordinate sense), and subregulus (also in a subordinate form).
The words of Greek origin, which enter into this category, are
arc/ions, basileus, and nionarchus.

Of these expressions, gu.bcrnafor occurs either alone, in com-
bination with a genitive case, such as yen tis or insuicr, or with
another noun, such as rex, rector, etc., in between fifty and
sixty documents. The word itself appears to have been selected
by the scribes and advisers of the royal court merely as a
synonym of king or governor, ruler of the land, for the educated
Saxon scribe loved circumlocutions, periphrastic expressions,
and metaphorical diction quite as much as his modern represen-
tative, the learned man of the nineteenth century. The reader
may with profit compare the charter K. Aici., commencing
"Afflante per cunctam triquadri orbis latitudinem gibonifero
sacrosaneti fiaminis incendio," etc., dated in 928; or that
numbered ncvii., dated in 923, beginning "Flebilia fortiter
-detestanda totifiantis seuli piacula," etc., with his own ac-
quaintance with purer Latin styles.

The term curagulu.s, which appears to be a form of "euram
gerulus" or "euram gerens" (although it very much resembles
the word "coregulus," which has quite a different signification),
occurs eight times, in combination with the more sublime title
of basileus or rex.

The expression primicerius, or prnnicherue.s, appears once by
itself, once in conjunction with monarchus, and twenty-six times
in combination with rex. The signification of the word is not
difficult of discovery, the latter part of the word probably being
little more than a more termination.

Propugnator, an expressive word, and full of meaning and
value in the days of its employment, occurs in close combina-
tion with breotonum, or paganolum, twice, and then only in the
secondary clauses of an elaborated style.

Rector occurs in the phrase "Rector et imperator" once ; as
"Gubernator et rector," ten times; as "Rex, gubernator, et
rector," between thirty and forty times. Its meaning was
evidently almost synonymous with rex.

.Regulus appears about five times, and subregu (us about six
times, and are employed by local potentates, and not by those
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having entire government in the kingdom. These words appear
mostly with the Hiriccas, or inhabitants of that tract of land
generally identified with Worcestershire.

By fur the most interesting word in the series to us all is
imperafor, and, from its frequent occurrence in formal docu-
ments, there can be no doubt that the use of this term was
universally acknowledged and thoroughly understood, as well
by the sovereigns who employed it as by the people who ac-
cepted its adoption. It appears used alone, or in combination
with rex, reef or, guhernator, propugna for, basifeus, dominvs; hence
its signification was comprehensive and perhaps as sublime as
that of any word in the whole list I have collected. It appears
also in such phrases as "iinperator regum," "Breotonum ceter-
arumque provinciarinin imperator/' "paganorum imperator,"

totius insu1," or "totius Albionis imperator," etc. In all,
there are between twenty and thirty examples of the use of the
word by Coenwull, Oswald, Athcistan, Eadred, Eadwig, Eadgar,
iEthelred, and Onut during years ranging between 798 and
1013. Curiously enough, Du Cange sa ys (see the passage I have
quoted in the paragraph devoted to thistitle) that the Anglo-
Saxon kings laid claim to the title of emperor because they
made use of the term basilens, a word which at that time sig-
nified the same as Onperator; but that writer does not seem to
have noticed that the actual word impera for had ever been used.
The primary use of the word was probably suggested by
Roman intercourse. One king, at least, adopted the constantly
recurring Roman style linperator Augustus.

The Greek word pwu, in its Saxonized form archons, occurs
three times in absolute use, and no doubt is the equivalent of
rector, or, perhaps, rev.

Alone re//us, another Greek term, occurs from twenty to thirty
times used singly, and in the phrases "rex ot inonarchus" twice,
"regius inonarchus," "basileus monarehus," "monarchus et
primicerius," once each. Monarc/ia, another form of the same
word, occurs twice. This word ;nonarchus is used for emperor
by Theognis, ..dsehylus, ilerodotus, Thueydides, and Isoerates,
according to Yonge.	 -

Basileus (which is not the translation of rex in middl-age



22

Latin, as it was in older and classical ages, but of imperator)
is apparently as favourite and as important a word as any in
the whole series. This value of basiicus is shown by the
phrase "Rex et basileus totius Angli." The' middle-age
Greek equivalent to rex was merely a transliteration of the
word into £p This word basileus occurs very frequently
throughout the period embraced in Part 1.—from fifty to sixty
times simply, as well as many times in combination with the
expressions y ubcrna.tor, rector, ,nonarchus, impeva to r, eurag a (us,
and rex, the employment of such phrases as "basileus et impe-
rator" being, of course, a mere repetition. It is worth while
to remember that tyrannus, autocrator, hegemon, and other Greek
words were not used by the Saxons..

When we take into consideration the frequency of the use of
the word imperator, and its corresponding synonym basikus, I
think we cannot deny that England, up to the time of the
coming of the Normans, was not only a kingdom, but an
empire, governed by a monarch who, while never losing sight
of the words vex and regnum, yet possessed and very generally
exercised his title to the word Onperator, and designated his
territories by the tern imperium. Why William the First
abandoned these titles, with one exception only of the use of
basileus in a doubtful document, and persistently adhered to

a practice in which all his successors except James I.
imitated him, 1 do not pretend to determine. If,- as some
assert, an inIperiuln is a possession acquired and governed by
the sword, but a vegnunz by inheritance and right and good-
will, then surely William would have used imperator and
imperium in their most critically correct significations, unless,
indeed, he desired to emphasize his contention that he succeeded
to the throne of England by inheritance and not by conquest.
by this use of the title vex. But it may be that this king never
looked upon England as much better than a province added on
to his own primary possession of the Duchy of Normandy
its greater extent being counterbalanced by its unsettled and
unsatisfactory condition.

The remaining words, terms, and phrases of which my list
is composed explain themselves, and appear- to require little
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comment; some are merely fulsome and adulatory, others
tautological and periphrastic, some explanatory and descrip-
tive, others epithetic and unique. The adjective forms applied
to the more important substantive nouns are beatus, egregius,
indu.strius, rather a favourite word ; faniosus, auguatus, sevenS-
3tn21(8, ciementissi'n.us, glor1osus, . glorio.nssv?nus, g1atUlab1nIdltS,
Isurnilis, devotus, inclitws, iniperiosus, Justus, Ôenz gnus, pacificus,
plus, püssinzus, pscc1le71 tissimus, terrenus, revcrcn tissi, nis, strenuis-
snipes, sult/ironizatus, and vocitatus. Perhaps these expressions
correspond to the modern employment of the words Most
Gracious, applied to the sovereigns of England, just as Most
Christian, Most Faithful, etc., are appropriated, to European
sovereigns.

A consideration of the remaining phrases and words which
I have not here touched upon must be relegated to a future
occasion, lest I encroach too much upon the space here allowed
me. There is, however, one peculiar phase of the history of
the first use of the term "Great Britain" which must be
mentioned before I conclude these notes on the styles and
titles of English sovereigns. " Rex .Aiglormn" appears to
be the form from William the First to Richard the First;
"Rex Anglie" commences with Henry the Second, and at first
is used side by side with the previous form, but gradually
supplants it, yielding in its turn on the death of Mary the
Second, in 1695. But the employment of the term, Magnee
Britannim, etc., rex," was not so uniformly persisted in when
it first arose, for Charles the First adopts the words on his first
great seal, which was only in use for the year 1.626-1027; he
then reverts to "Anglim, etc., rex" until 1640, when he
resumes the expression, ' I .Alagme Britanni," etc. Oliver
does not use the term, Richard equally avoids or ignores it.
Charles the Second, however, reverts to the practice first begun
by his father. Yet William the Third and Mary the Second
bear the older style on their seal, the newer one on their coins.
William the Third's new great seal, after the death of Queen
Mary, adopts "Magma Britanni," and from that time forwards
"4ngli," etc., are discarded. The present style, "Britauni-
arum,' etc., dates from 1801, the union with Ireland.



24

One remarkable instance of a revival is presented by a great
seal, of which an impression exists in the British Museum,
where George-the Third, lute in his reign, adds, after dftnsor,
the wards "ct in terra ecclesine Anglican et Hibernic
supremuin caput," a title first used by Henry the Eighth, and
not continued beyond Mary the First. We must, in like
manner, consider the employment of the term imperahis in
connexion with Her Majesty the Queen more in the light of
a resumption of a well-establised Saxon usage—which perhaps
inspired the unique title of "Totius Insulin Britannliu im
perater" employed on the medal of James I—than, as some
will have it, in the light of a novelty without a precedent; for
my notes and references indicate that it is a great archinological
fact, and remove it altogether from a political expression.
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