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Printed in Sabado on May 11, 1991

In an exemplary manner, the PAIGC, having beendedron September 19, 1956, has
accomplished its political and military action pl@rograma Min’'mo], consisting of

liberating the people of Guinea and Cabo Verdenimig the sovereignty of the two
respective states simultaneously, for the purpbseiitding a free and democratic society and
social justice in each nation.

The Party consecrated the independence, winniegnial and international harmony, respect
and admiration as the form for directing the futafé¢he Guinea nation, namely through the
creation and institutionalization of state struetur

With the Readjusting Movement [Movimento Reajusthdd November 14, the Party
reoriented its activities, correcting any errorgtthad to be overcome in order to build a
unified, strong, and democratic society.

Adopting this Constitution, which follows faithfyllthe thread of institutional evolution that
has always reflected the ideas and choices of @oplp—a policy reaffirmed by the profound
transformation being brought about in our socigtyegality [lawfulness], by right, and by
the enjoyment of fundamental liberties—the NatidPapular Assembly of the Republic of
Guinea-Bissau reveals that everything it articdasembued with the humanism that has
always inspired us and that is reflected in ountsgand liberties as herein guaranteed to the
citizens, as an irreversible victory for our people

The Popular National Assembly congratulates theGZAbn paper for being in the vanguard
involved in unfolding the conduct of the destinytioé nation and congratulates itself for the
courageous and timely decision that the Party ofléanCabral took to support and expand
the democratic opening to construct a pluraligtist, and free society.

The decision of the PAIGC follows in accordancehwis historic tradition of acting at every
moment as the repository for the deepest aspiabdbour people.

Therefore, acting as a faithful interpreter of @it of the People and exercising its
responsibilities as the highest sovereign orgaNational Popular Assembly approves and
adopts thigConstitution of the Republic of Guinea-Bissaltas Fundamental Law, which
shall go into force on May 16, 1984.

TITLE |
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES

On the nature and basis of the State
Article 1
Guinea-Bissau shall be a sovereign, democraticalag unitary Republic.

Article 2



1. The national sovereignty of the Republic of @aiBissau lies in the people.

2. The people shall exercise political power diseahd through the organs of democratically-
elected power.

Article 3

The Republic of Guinea-Bissau shall be a Stateo$titutionally-instituted democracy,
based on national unity and on the effective papudaticipation in performing, controlling,
and directing public activities and directed towaohstructing a free and just society.

Article 4

1. In the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, political pggstmay be freely created according to the
terms of the Constitution and law.

2. Political parties shall act for the organizatamd expression of popular will and political
pluralism.

3. Political parties must respect national indegeice and unity, territorial integrity, and
pluralistic democracy, with the duty to obey denaticrrules and regulations in their
organization and operation.

4. It shall be prohibited to create [political] pas that are regional or local in nature, which
encourage racism or tribalism, or which supportenomeans in pursuing their goals.

5. The names of political parties may not be ideatiwith any areas of national territory or
invoke the name of any individual, church, religioalt, or religious doctrine.

6. The General Secretaries and/or Presidents tiicabbarties must be native citizens of
Guinea-Bissau.

Article 5

1. The Republic of Guinea-Bissau proclaims hematlegratitude to those fighters who,
through their voluntary sacrifice, guaranteed therhtion of the Homeland from foreign
domination, by re-winning national dignity and g&ople’s right to freedom, progress, and
peace.

2. The Republic of Guinea-Bissau shall considerfoewing as her honor and duty:

a) To achieve by all means a worthy life for thghters for the freedom of the Homeland, in
particular those who, because of their participatiothe battle for freedom, became
physically handicapped and therefore totally otipty incapable to work; they shall be the
first to receive national gratitude;

b) To guarantee that orphans of the fighters faarkting the Homeland shall be educated;

c¢) To assist the parents, children, and widow$effighters for the freedom of the Homeland.



3. Those to be considered as fighters for freedbtheoHomeland shall be those in the
military who, belonging to the PAIGC, participatedthe battle for freedom between
September 19, 1956, and September 24, 1973, anavetworegistered in party files at the
combat front between the latter date and AprilZ8%4, and who, because of their
exceptional actions, shall be considered worthhisftitle.

Article 6

1. In the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, there shathlseparation between the State and
religious institutions.

2. The State shall respect and protect legallygeized religious sects. The activities of these
sects and the exercise of religious worship sheBubject to law.

Article 7

Based on its unitary structure and to realize tit@nal interest, the State of Guinea-Bissau
shall encourage the creation of and support theitees of decentralized territorial collectives
[colectividades] which are endowed with autonomydyy.

Article 8

1. The State shall be subordinate to this Congtiiwind shall be based on democratic
legality.

2. The validity of laws and other acts of State ahlibcal power shall depend on their
conformity to the Constitution.

3. The State shall create conditions [conducivehéodevelopment of fundamental materials
for organizations of the masses and other socggrorations and protect their patrimony.

Article 9

The Republic of Guinea-Bissau shall exercise sagetgin the following:
1. Over all national territory, which shall compris

a) the land surface contained within its natioeaiitorial limits;

b) interior seas [waters] and other territorial @vat[mar] specified by law, as well as their
respective limits and subsoils;

c) aerial space over the geographic areas refesriedthe above lines.
2. Over all living and non-living natural resouraessting in her territory.

Article 10



Within its legally-defined exclusive economic zottee State of Guinea-Bissau shall exercise
exclusive authority over the preservation and asgtion of living and non-living natural
resources.

Article 11

1. The economic and social organization of the Repwf Guinea-Bissau shall promote its
principles of a free market, the subordination@reomic power to political power, and the
co-existence of public, cooperative, and privatepprty.

2. The goal of the economic and social organizatiaihe Republic of Guinea-Bissau shall be
to continually promote the people’s welfare aneéliminate all forms of submission of
human beings to harmful interests which profit indiials, groups, or classes.

Article 12

In the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, the followingrfar of property shall be recognized:

a) property of the State and the common patrimdrall the people;

b) property of cooperatives, organizations baseftemconsent and applicable in agricultural
development, the production of consumer goods ceaits and other activities specified by
law;

C) private property, considered those goods distimom those of the State.

Article 13

1. The State may concede that cooperatives and iattieiduals and groups which are
considered legal entities may develop State landsra as said serves the general interest

and increases social wealth.

2. The State shall manage instruments for issuiogey and regulating foreign commerce,
and shall maintain control over gold and currenggrations through the Central Bank.

3. The State shall encourage the investment ofgioreapital as long as said is useful in the
nation’s economic and social development.

Article 14

The State shall recognize the right to inheritaaceprding to terms established by law.
Article 15

The object of public health shall be to promoteghgsical and mental welfare of the people
and to encourage their balanced integration irgcstitial-ecological sphere in which they
live. It must orient its efforts toward preventiveedicine and toward the progressive

socialization of medicine and medical-medicinakses

Article 16



1. Education shall see to the total developmeetch individual. Said must be strictly linked
to productive work, in proportion to the qualifizats earned, knowledge, and values that
enable each person to become integrated into thencmity and to contribute to his continual
progress.

2. The State shall consider the elimination ofaltacy as its fundamental task.
Article 17

1. It shall be the State’s fundamental imperatovereate and to encourage conditions
favorable to preserving cultural identity, as aganp for national conscience and dignity, and
as a factor to stimulate the harmonious developroesdciety. The State shall preserve and
protect the cultural heritage of the people, whadaation must serve progress and safeguard
of human dignity.

2. Conditions shall be created so that all citizemal have access to culture and shall be
given incentive to participate actively in the d¢rea and spread of culture.

3. It shall be incumbent upon the State to encaueagl promote sports and physical culture
and their spread.

Article 18

1. The Republic of Guinea-Bissau shall establigh@evelop relations with other nations on
the basis of international right and on the prifespf national independence, equality among
states, non-interference into internal affairs, trerealization of mutual benefits, peaceful
coexistence, and non-alignment.

2. The Republic of Guinea-Bissau shall defend iyt 10f the people to self-determination
and independence and support the fight of the peagdinst colonialism, imperialism,
racism, and all other forms of oppression and etgilon; recognize peaceful solutions to
international conflicts; and participate in effortsassure peace and justice in relationships
among states and the establishment of a new itk@naheconomic order.

3. Without prejudicing victories achieved througle fight for national liberation, the
Republic of Guinea-Bissau shall participate in gf@f the African states, either regionally
or on a continental basis, toward concrete reatinaif the principle of African unity.

Article 19

It shall be the fundamental duty of the State fegaard the victories of the people in all
ways, and, in particular, the constitutionally-inged democratic order. The defense of the
Nation must be organized on the basis of the ag@rgcipation and unified will of the
people.

Article 20

1. It shall be incumbent on the People’s Revolw@rgrMilitary Forces (FARP), as
instrumental of national liberation in the servafeghe people and the primary institution for
defending the Nation, to defend territorial indeg@mce, sovereignty, and integrity, and to



cooperate strictly with specific national serviaesrder to guarantee and maintain internal
security and public order.

2. It shall be the civic duty and honor of membarthe FARP to participate actively in the
work of National Reconstruction.

3. The FARP shall obey organs of sovereign jurisalic according to terms of this
Constitution and the law.

4. The FARP shall be nonpartison; its active paray not exercise any political activity.
Article 20A

1. Functions of security forces shall be to defdedhocratic lawfulness [legalidade] and to
guarantee internal security and the rights of eft&zin a nonpartison way; none of these

forces or active parts may exercise any kind oitigal activity.

2. Political methods shall be as provided for lyy &nd must not be utilized except as strictly
necessitated.

3. The prevention of crimes, including crimes agaBtate security, shall be in accordance
with rules and regulations provided for by law amdespect for citizens’ rights, freedoms,
and guarantees.

4. Members of Defense and Security Forces andmubeputies to the National Popular
Assembly shall continue to serve in their functitm®ugh the next legislative elections.

Article 21

1. The national symbols of the Republic of GuinessBu shall be the Flag, the Arms, and the
Hymn.

2. The National Flag of the Republic of Guinea-Bisshall comprise three rectangular bands,
of red, yellow, and green. The bands shall be idahin shape and size, with the red one on
the left side, vertically, and the yellow and grdéamds in horizontal positions, respectively,

in the upper right and lower right side. The reddahall be marked with a five-pointed star.
3. The arms of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau stwlkist of two palm leaves arranged in a
circle, united on a base upon which a yellow sisglaced, and joined by a ribbon on which

is engraved, “UNITY BATTLE PROGRESS".

In the central upper part there shall be a blagk-fiointed star.

4. The national hymn shall be “This is Our Belo¥adherland.”

Article 22

The capital of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau shalBissau.



TITLE I
Fundamental Rights, Freedoms, Guarantees and Duties

Article 23

All citizens shall be equal before the law, shallé the same rights, and shall be subject to
the same duties, without distinction regarding r@eg, social, intellectual or cultural level,
religious belief, or philosophical conviction.

Article 24

Men and women shall be equal before the law iara@hs of political, economic, social, and
cultural life.

Article 25

1. The State shall recognize the creation of famiéind guarantee their protection.

2. Children shall be equal before the law, indepeatigt of the civil state of their progenitors.
Article 26

1. Every national citizen, whether he lives in tointry or is abroad, shall have the same
rights and be subject to the same duties as oifezrts, with the exception of any rights or
duties which are considered incompatible with be@ibhgent from the country.

2. Citizens that live in a foreign country shaljanthe care and protection of the State.
Article 27

1. On the basis of reciprocity, foreigners, or thago for any reason either live in Guinea-
Bissau or are found there, shall enjoy the santgsignd be subject to the same duties as
citizens of Guinea-Bissau, except in areas conggtitie political rights, the exercise of
public functions [office, duties], or other righdad duties expressly reserved by law for
national citizens.

2. The exercise of public functions [office, dujisball be allowed foreigners as long as they
have a predominately technical nature, except vela#lad for by an international accord or
agreement.

Article 28

The rights, freedoms, guarantees, and duties catsddy this Constitution shall not negate
any others foreseen by other laws of the Republic.

Article 29
1. The exercise of fundamental rights, liberties] guarantees may only be suspended or

limited in the case of martial law or of a stateeafergency that is declared according to
terms of law.



2. Laws of a general or abstract nature whichigstghts, liberties, or guarantees must be
limited to those necessary to safeguard other ttotishally-protected rights or interests; they
may neither be retroactive nor neither diminislessentially damage rights.

Article 30

Every citizen shall have the right to appeal tasglictional organs against acts that violate
their rights which are recognized by the Constituind by law; justice may not be denied
for reasons of insufficient financial means.

Article 31

None of the rights and liberties guaranteed taeits may be used against the Nation’s
independence, territorial integrity, national upitystitutions of the Republic, or principles
and goals consecrated by this Constitution.

Article 32

1. Every person shall have the right to life anghgsical and mental wellbeing.

2. No person may be submitted to penalties invglaruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment.

3. No one may be submitted to torture as a punishoreto cruel, inhuman, or degrading
treatment.

4. No one may be detained by security measuresiépive him of his liberty for an
unlimited or undefined period of time, except wisame is justified by a danger based on a
serious physical anomaly.

5. The penal system shall be regulated by law.

Article 33

1. Every person shall enjoy inviolability of hisrpen and may not be arrested or suffer any
kind of sanction except for those penalties in foand warranties foreseen by law.

2. No law may be retroactive, unless it would berbé accused person.

3. The penal system shall be regulated by law.

Article 34

In no case may a citizen of the nation be extrdditeexpelled from the country.
Article 34A

The personal identity, civil status, citizenshippd name and reputation, image, and respect
for private and family intimate information sha# becognized for everyone.

Article 35



1. It shall be the honor and supreme duty of e&cten to participate in defending the
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrityhe Nation.

2. Each citizen shall have the duty to render anijitservice, according to law.
3. Treason against the native land shall be a cratieng for the most severe punishment.

4. Security measures that deprive liberty for adefimed or unlimited period of time shall not
be allowed, except for those justified by dangersea by a serious physical anomaly.

5. Every accused person shall have the right tddfisnse, being assured all necessary legal
guaranteed and considered innocent until declanéty ¢py a court sentence.

6. Any evidence or confession [provas] obtaineddsture, coercion, or physical or mental
harm shall be null and void.

Article 36

1. Work shall be the right and duty of each citizen

2. The State shall gradually create conditiongHerfull employment of citizens able to work.
3. The State shall recognize and guarantee to@#aobn the right to be trained in his
profession or generally for work, in accordancehvite needs and fundamental imperatives
of the National Reconstruction.

4. All workers shall have the right to remunerationtheir work, depending on the quantity,
guality, and the nature of their work, observing grinciple of equal pay for equal work, so
as to guarantee a dignified living.

Article 36A

1. The freedom of workers to organize unions [@ialfliin order to promote unity, to defend
their rights, and to protect their interests shalrecognized.

2. In exercising freedom to organize unions, waskgrall be guaranteed the following,
without any discrimination:

a) Freedom to create, to organize, and to drawenternal rules and regulations for
associations;

b) The right to exercise syndicate activities isinasses, according to terms of law.

3. Syndicate associations [unions] shall be inddpenhof the State, of employers, of religious
organizations, or parties, and other political agg@ns.

4. The law shall assure that representatives eldxtehe workers shall be protected, within
the limits of the legitimate exercise of their dsti

Article 37
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1. Workers shall have the right to protection, safand hygiene at work.
2. Workers may only be fired according to termsvjated for by law.

3. The State shall gradually create a system aliy@arantee each worker social security in
his old age and in case of illness or becomingpacaated from working.

Article 37A

1. The right of workers to strike law shall be rgezed according to terms of law, which
shall define the scope of professional interesti€lvimay be defended by strikes.

2. Lock-outs shall be prohibited.

Article 38

The State shall recognize each citizen’s righhtaalability of his home, correspondence, and
other means of private communication, except irs&xpressly provided for by law in
matters involving criminal process.

Article 39

Every citizen shall have the right to protectiorh@f health and the duty to promote and
defend it.

Article 40

Children, youth, and mothers shall have the rigtihe protection of society and of the State.
Article 41

1. Every citizen shall have the right to educatonl the duty to be educated.

2. The State shall gradually promote the gratuittatsire of education and the equal
possibility of all citizens to have access to everel of education.

Article 42

One shall be free to pursue intellectual, artigtitd scientific creative activities, as long as
same are not contrary to the encouragement oflgmogress. The rights of authors shall be
protected by law.

Article 43

1. Every citizen shall have the right and duty aotigipate in the nation’s political, economic,
and cultural life, according to law.

2. Any citizen may present suggestions, protefsns, and petitions to sovereign organs and
to any other authorities according to terms anthfspecified by law.
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Article 44

Freedom of expression of thought, of meeting, sbamtion, and of demonstration, as well as
freedom of choice of religion, shall be guarantaecbrding to conditions provided for by
law.

Article 44A
1. In the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, freedom ofprehall be guaranteed according to law.

2. The State shall guarantee public press, radidelavision services independent of
economic or political interests.

3. A National Council of Social Communications sl created to guarantee that mentioned
in the preceding line and to assure the opportudaoitgxpressing and confronting different
streams of opinion.

4. The authority and composition of the Nationau@al of Social Communications shall be
established by law.

Article 45

According to the development of the country, tha&shall progressively create conditions
necessary to realize full rights of the economid/ansocial nature recognized by this title.

TITLE NI
Organs of State Power

Article 46

Organs of representative power of the people oRieublic of Guinea-Bissau shall be the
National Popular Assembly and Regional Councilse power of all other State organs shall
emanate from them.

Article 47

1. Members of the Regional Councils shall be etebtefree, universal, equal, direct, and
secret suffrage. Voters shall be all citizens efnlation over 18 years old, except for those
disqualified by law.

2. Members of the National Popular Assembly shalélected by the Regional Councils from
among their members, provided same are nativeenginf the nation according to conditions
and forms fixed by law.

3. Only citizens over 21 years of age shall beldkgo be elected to Regional Councils and
to the National Popular Assembly.

4. The electoral system, eligibility requiremenks territorial division into electoral circuits,

as well as the number of members of Regional Césiaaid of the National Popular
Assembly shall be established by the Electoral Law.
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CHAPTER |
The National Popular Assembly

Article 48

The National Popular Assembly shall be the suprergan of State power. It shall decide
fundamental questions concerning internal and patetate policy, organize, and control the
application of political, economic, social, cultyrdefense, and security policy by the PAIGC.

Article 49
1. Members of the National Popular Assembly shaltalled “Deputies.”

2. Deputies to the National Popular Assembly shaliepresentatives of all the people and
not only of the electoral circuits in which theyweslected.

3. Deputies must keep strict contact with theilevetand inform them about their activities
regularly.

Article 50

Each legislature shall have a term of five yeaggjfning with the announcement of election
results.

Article 51
Deputies of the National Popular Assembly shaléttie following oath of office:

“I swear that | will do everything within my powew fulfill my mandate as Deputy with
honor and total loyalty to the People, always déifeg without compromise the national
interests and the principles and goals of the Goitisin of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau.”

Article 52

A Deputy shall have the right to question membéth® Council of State and of the
Government, either orally or in written form; thespective answer must be provided to him
during the same session or within two weeks, atrtbst, in written form, if an investigation
is required.

Article 53

1. No deputy may be disturbed, prosecuted, arrestgutisoned, judged, or condemned for
his voting record or the opinions he expressesengerforming his duties as Deputy.

2. Except if apprehended in the act of committingpHiense [flagrante delito] that bears a
penalty equal to or greater than two years of iitabor, or with the previous consent of the
National Popular Assembly or the Council of St&teputies may not be prosecuted or
imprisoned for a criminal or disciplinary questievhether judged or not.

Article 54
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1. The rights and privileges, as well as the powersduties of Deputies, shall be regulated
by law.

2. A Deputy that neglects his duties seriously maylismissed by the National Popular
Assembly.

Article 55

1. The National Popular Assembly shall elect itssRtent and other members of his Cabinet
at the first session of each legislature.

2. The Cabinet shall be composed of the PresideetFirst Vice-President, one Second
Vice-President, a First Secretary, and a Seconcetgey, elected by the total legislature. The
powers and jurisdiction of the Cabinet shall beutatgd by the Rules and Procedures of the
Assembly.

3. The office of the President of the National RapAssembly shall be incompatible with
that of Member of the Government.

Article 56
The following shall be incumbent upon the NatioRapular Assembly:
1. to proceed with revising the Constitution, adoog to terms of Articles 99 and subsequent;

2. to elect the Council of State and its resped@resident, for the total session of the
legislature;

3. to make decisions to hold popular referendums;
4. to make laws and pass motions and resolutions;
5. to decide on the constitutionality of laws, lalmsdecree, and other legislation;

6. to approve, modify, or annul legislation andestmeasures adopted by organs of the State
that are contrary to this Constitution and laws;

7. to approve the State’s General Budget Law;

8. to approve treaties that concern the parti@padif Guinea-Bissau in international
organizations, treaties for friendship, peace, mdethe changing of borders, and any others
that the Government decides to submit for approval;

9. to approve the National Development Plan ancegpective law;

10. to declare a state of martial law or a statenoérgency, according to terms of law;

11. to approve the accounting [audits] of the Steled to each fiscal year;

12. to grant amnesty;

14



13. to draw up and approve rules and regulatiams; a
14. to exercise other authorities granted to ity Constitution and by law.
Article 57

The National Popular Assembly shall create permiasegcialized Commissions according to
various matters and create temporary committetekoup predetermined subjects.

Article 58

The National Popular Assembly shall meet in regséssion once a year. It may also gather
in special session when called by the Council afesat its own initiative, by the Council or
Ministers, or when required by a majority of DepstiAll details of said operation shall be
regulated by law.

Article 59

Members of the Political Bureau of the PAIGC andnhbers of the Government who are not
Deputies may sit and speak in plenary sessiorntseofAssembly.

Article 60

1. Legislative initiative shall belong to the Dejgst the Council of State, and the Cabinet
Council.

2. Decisions of the National Popular Assembly staé the form of laws, deliberations, and
motions.

Article 61
The following are attributions of the Presidenttué# National Popular Assembly:

1. to preside over sessions of the National PopAgaembly and to be vigilant that its rules
and regulations are applied;

2. to call regular sessions of the National PopAksembly;

3. to supervise and coordinate the work of standorgmittees and other committees of the
National Popular Assembly;

4. to sign and order the publication of laws argbhetions of the National Popular Assembly
in theOfficial Bulletin;

5. to direct the international relations of the iNiaal Popular Assembly;
6. to attend meetings of the Council of State; and

7. all others attributed to him by this Constitatior by the National Popular Assembly.
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CHAPTER 1l
The Council of State

Article 62
1. Between legislative sessions, the Council ofeSthall be that organ of the National
Popular Assembly that assumes its jurisdictiongetes the decisions of, and exercises the

functions that are attributed to the Assembly by @onstitution and by laws.

2. The Council of State shall be responsible toNbgonal Popular Assembly, to which it
shall report on its activities.

Article 63

1. The Council of State shall comprise 15 memblested from among the Deputies by the
National Popular Assembly in the first sessionaxftelegislature.

2. The National Popular Assembly shall elect theskient of the Council of State from
among members elected to the Council of State.

3. The Council of State shall elect two Vice-Presitd and one Secretary in its first meeting.
Article 64

1. The responsibilities [atribuicoes] of the CountiState are:

a) to defend the Constitution of the Republic;

b) to organize popular referendums that have beeméd by the National Popular Assembly;

c) to convene the National Popular Assembly in spesession when imperative reasons of
public interest justify same;

d) to set the dates for elections for Regional @dsand for the National Popular Assembly;
e) to fix the interpretation of constitutional amdlinary laws;
f) to declare martial law and a state of emergency;

g) to create and to terminate Ministries and Secex of State, at the proposal of its
President;

h) to suspend the decisions of the Cabinet Coancilresolutions of Regional Councils that
contradict the Constitution and laws or that imposehe interests of other regions or
national interests, and to submit same for the@mbrof the National Popular Assembly in its
first session;

i) to annul the decisions and acts of the State IGiti®es and other organs of local power that

contradict the Constitution, laws, laws-by-decegrees, and other decisions of any organ
hierarchically superior to them or that affect otheeas or national interests;
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J) to ratify or reject international treaties armhgentions;
k) to pardon and to commute penalties;
[) to approve its own Rules of Procedure;

m) all other functions conferred by this Constiuti by laws, or by the National Popular
Assembly.

2. The decisions of the State Council shall béaenform of laws-by-decree, motions, and
resolutions.

CHAPTER llI
The President of the Council of State

Article 65

The President of the Council of State shall berbad of the State and of the Government
and the Supreme Commander of the People’s RevoarydMilitary Forces. He shall
represent the Republic of Guinea-Bissau.

Article 66

The President of the Council of State shall assofiiee in a plenary session of the National
Popular Assembly, under the aegis of its respe&resident, by swearing solemnly:

“I swear, by my honor, to defend National Indeperade to dedicate my intelligence and my
energies to serving the people of Guinea-Bissdlillifg the duties inherent in the President
of the Council of State, with total loyalty to theals of the PAIGC, the Constitution, and
laws of the Republic.”

Article 67

The attributions of the President of the CounciBidte shall be those which are conferred
upon him by the National Popular Assembly or bg thonstitution, namely:

1. to represent the State and the Government aguide its general policy;
2. to give messages to the National Popular Assgmbl

3. to direct the activities of the Council of Stated of the Government and to preside at their
meetings;

4. to appoint and to recall the Prime Minister, Miars, Secretaries of State, and the
Governor of the Central Bank;

5. to appoint and recall Judges of the Supremet@buustice and the Procurator-General of
the Republic;

6. to appoint and to recall ambassadors;
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7. to grant honorary titles and decorations ofeStat

8. to officiate when Members of the Government teKiee;

9. to officiate when Presidents of the CommitteleState of the Regions take office;
10. to accredit foreign ambassadors;

11. to promulgate laws-by-decree, to sign and t¢ieothe publication of decisions of the
Council of State and of decrees of the Cabinet Cibunthe Official Bulletin;

12. to exercise other functions assigned to hirtaby
Article 68

1. If the President of the Council of State is alb$em the country, temporarily obstructed
from office, has a disease, or has died, he skaikplaced and his functions assumed by the
Vice-Presidents of the Council of State, accordthe established hierarchical order.

2. If the position of President of the Council #ate is vacant, upon the proposal of the
PAIGC’s Central Committee and within 15 days, treidbhal Popular Assembly shall
proceed to elect a new President of the Counditate, whose mandate shall end with that of
the current legislature.

3. The substitute for the President of the CournfcBtate may not assume the functions
foreseen in numbers 4, 5, 6, and 10 or Article ©6this Constitution.

4. The Vice-Presidents may coordinate areas ofrgovental activity that may be temporarily
assigned to them by the President of the Coun&itafe.

CHAPTER IV
The Government

Article 69

The Government shall be the supreme executive émihéstrative organ of the Republic of
Guinea-Bissau.

2. The Government shall conduct the Nation’s paditiife in harmony with the general
policies established for its activities by the Maal Popular Assembly and by the Council of
State.

Article 70

The Government shall be composed of a Chief oeStae Prime Minister, Ministers, and
Secretaries of State.

Article 70A
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Without prejudicing the other powers conferred iy President of the Council of State and
by law, it shall be the responsibility of the Pritdéister to help and counsel the President of
the Council of State on the direction of the Goweent, and in particular:

a) in drawing up the Government’s program;

b) in substituting for the President of the CountiState in presiding over the Cabinet
Council;

c) in counseling the President of the Council @t&tegarding the creation of Ministries
[departments] and appointing members of the Goventm

d) in drawing up the plan of the Government’s warkl proposing same to the President of
the Council of State;

e) in assuring that members of the Government égetecisions of organs of the State;
f) in supervising the technical and administratiperation of the Cabinet Council;

g) in coordinating and directing the activitiestlogé Ministries and other Governmental
institutions.

Article 71

Upon assuming office, the Prime-Minister, Ministeasd Secretaries of State shall take the
following oath:

“I swear upon my honor to dedicate my intelligeacel my energies to serve the People,
exercising the duties of (Prime-Minister, Minister,Secretary of State) of the Government of
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, with total loyalythe Constitution and laws.”

Article 72
The following shall be incumbent upon the Governnierxercising its functions:

a) to interpret and to apply, in a creative manpelicies of governmental activity established
by the National Popular Assembly and by the CouricBtate;

b) to direct the State’s Administration, coordingtand directing the activities of the
Ministries, other central administrative departnseand State Committees of Regions and
Sectors;

c) to organize and direct the execution of polltieeonomic, cultural, scientific, social,
defense, and security activities included in itsgoam;

d) to propose that the National Popular Assembhugror that the Council of State suspend,
resolutions adopted by Regional Councils or by o#ssemblies of organs of local power that
seem illegal or that impose upon the interestslérocommunities or the interests of the
nation [adversely];
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e) to prepare the National Development Plan an@ihwernment Budget and to make certain
that they are executed;

f) to pass rules and regulations regarding its ovganization and operation;

g) to approve bills of law and laws-by-decree andutbmit same to the National Popular
Assembly and to the Council of State;

h) to negotiate and to sign international pacts@mentions;
i) to appoint civil and military offices;
j) to do whatever is assigned by the National Papaksembly or by the Council of State.

2. The competencies assigned in paragraphs a)), la)), f) and g) shall be accomplished by
the Government, meeting in the Cabinet Council.

Article 73

1. The Cabinet Council shall be composed of thef3#fithe Government, who shall preside,
and by the Prime-Minister and other Ministers.

2. Specialized Cabinet Councils may be createdtalle various matters.
3. Members of the Government shall be bound tosttats of the Cabinet Council.
Article 74

The Government, meeting in the Cabinet Councilll &x&rcise its authority through decrees
and orders.

Article 75

The Government shall be politically responsibléh® National Popular Assembly and to the
Council of State.

Article 76

Members of the Government shall be responsible tigtly and criminally for acts that they
legalize and carry out.

CHAPTER V
Local Power

Article 77
Organs of local power shall be a part of unitagt&power. They shall be based on popular
participation and shall depend upon the initiatimel creative capabilities of local

communities and act in strict coordination withamgations of the masses and other social
organizations.
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Article 78

1. For political-administrative purposes, natioteatitory shall be divided into Regions,
which shall be subdivided into Sectors. Yet othdrdsvisions may be established by law.

2. By law, a Sector may be granted applicatiorhefdtatute of Autonomous Sector may be
granted to a sector, making said Sector organiealtl/directly subordinate to the Central
Administration.

Article 79

1. Within each political-administrative circumsdigm, the highest local organ of power shall
be the Council, whose executive function shalluggesior to that of the Committee of State
of that respective circumscription.

2. The manner of appointing and the length of émmtof office of members of Councils that
are created for lesser political-administrativewmscriptions in the Region shall be specified
by law, specifying the other details regarding@hganization and operation of the respective
organs of local power.

3. The composition of the Committees of State ehédavel shall be specified by law.

4. In each political-administrative circumscripti@dministrative services shall be
subordinate to the respective Council, to the CbufiState, and to all other organs
hierarchically superior within the correspondingrawistrative branch.

Article 80

1. Regional Councillors shall be elected for fiwass, according to the form established by
this Constitution and by law.

2. The Council may be dissolved by the respectioerCil if it is unable to perform its duties.
Article 81

The following shall be the powers of Regional Calsnc

1. to raise the civic and political consciencehd titizenry;

2. to assure respect for public order;

3. to defend the rights of citizens;

4. to improve living conditions and working conditis continually;

5. to accomplish, on a priority basis, those regidasks specified by the National Plan and to
encourage its strict observation in executing tlae;P

6. to encourage, develop, and manage politicah@woac, social, and cultural activities of the
citizens and all their collectives [colectividades]
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7. to act out of a sense of reinforcing the coustcgpacity for defense and security;

8. to evaluate local resources for the economieldgwment of the Region and to satisfy
increasingly the needs of the population in evenglinvolving goods and services;

9. to support the activities of services installethe Region;

10. to create, direct, and develop educationaluall sanitary, athletic, and other public
services;

11. other powers conferred by the Constitution lamc.
Article 82

In fulfilling its obligations, and within those lits established in the Constitution and laws, it
shall be incumbent upon the Regional Council:

1. to fulfill and have fulfilled decisions of super organs of the State;

2. to annul, suspend, or modify resolutions andsitmts of subordinate organs that infringe
on the Constitution, laws, laws-by-decree, rulesl @esolutions of superior organs of the
State or that impose upon the interests of othemaeonities or the general interests of the
nation;

3. to create temporary committees for specific jaes and permanent commissions
organized by spheres of activity to be of assistdndgt as well as to the Regional Committee
of the State, in fulfilling their duties;

4. to elect and to relieve assessor judges fromoRagPopular Courts;

5. to approve the Regional Budget, recognize Regjiaccounts [audits], and adopt
appropriate measures regarding same;

6. to approve the Region’s annual Development Riragr

7. to exercise other powers in the form conferngthle Constitution.

Article 83

In order to accomplish all their responsibilitieslavithin limits established by law, Regional
Councils shall adopt resolutions. These shall bedatory on all institutions, collectives, and
citizens of the respective Regions.

Article 84

In its first meeting, the Regional Council sha#alits Board of Officers from the entire
legislature, which shall comprise a President, \dice-President, and one Secretary.

Article 85
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Each Regional Council shall meet in regular sessiice a year. Likewise, it may meet in
special session when so convened by the Presitlbigt @vn initiative or at the proposal of
the President of the Committee of State.

Article 86

1. The Regional Committee of State shall be thewxee organ of the Region. It shall be
appointed by the Government.

2. The composition of the Regional Committee ot&Sshall be established by law.
Article 87

The following shall be responsibilities of the Rawal Committee of the State:

1. to prepare the regular and special sessiorteedRégional Council;

2. to execute resolutions adopted by the Regionah€il and decisions of superior organs of
the State;

3. to support activities of members of Regional @nls and of their Commissions;

4. to annul the execution of any decision that eatesfrom local organs hierarchically
inferior, if they violate the Constitution, laws, ather measures of superior organs of State
power or if they impose upon the interests of ottenmunities or the general interests of the
nation;

5. to draw up the Regional budget;

6. to become familiar with, approve and adopt appate methods against the accounts of
hierarchically-inferior organs;

7. to prepare the annual Development Plan for ggdR;
8. to direct the administrative services and cdnbal enterprises;

9. to adopt measures to support the activitiesaswf production and services located in the
Region;

10. all other responsibilities vested in same by da& by resolution of the Regional Council.
Article 88

1. In fulfilling its responsibilities and duringetperiod between sessions of the Council, the
Regional Committee of State shall adopt resoluteoms$ give orders.

2. Resolutions and orders of a general charactgreo€ommittee of State must be submitted
for ratification by the Council at its first meegin

Article 89
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The following shall be particular responsibilitiesthe President of the Committee of State:
1. to represent the Government in the Region;

2. to convene and to preside over meetings of tirar@ittee of State;

3. to organize activities of the Committee of State

Article 90

1. The Committees of State of circumscriptionsrinfeto the Region shall have as their
mission to carry out in their respective territsrtbe activities of Regional and national
programs and to subordinate themselves hierarthicalhe Committees of State of the

immediately next highest level, which shall in tguide them and supervise their activities.

CHAPTER VI
The Administration of Justice

Article 91
1. Justice shall serve to realize the fundamemtalsgof the Constitution.
2. Justice shall be administered on the basis pl@popular participation.

3. The administration of justice shall be exclusivecumbent upon courts established by
law.

Article 92

The Supreme Court of Justice shall be the Repusldighreme judicial instance. Its judges
shall be appointed by the President of the Cowidtate.

Article 93

1. The existence of courts exclusively designgddge certain categories of crimes shall be
forbidden.

2. The following shall be exceptions to the former:

a) military courts which have jurisdiction over gidg crimes that are essentially military, as
defined by law, and other fraudulent [dolosos] &#that, for an important reason, are legally
similar to the former by reason of the subject;

b) other administrative and fiscal courts and theitzoffice.

Article 94

Popular courts may be created by law to recogrigal lquestions of a social character,
whether civil or penal.
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Article 95

1. Every judge shall fulfill his responsibilitiestiv total loyalty to the fundamental principles
and goals of this Constitution.

2. In carrying out his duties, every judge shallrmependent; he must obey the law and his
conscience.

3. Ajudge is not liable for his judgments and demis. Only in cases specially provided for
by law may he be civilly or criminally liable or ksject to discipline, by reason of carrying out
his responsibilities.

Article 96

The organization, jurisdiction, and operation ajans serving the administration of justice
shall be regulated by law.

Article 97
1. Together with the courts, the Public Ministrablive the organ of State charged with
supervising legality [lawfulness], representing plublic and social interest, and acting as

titular head of penal action.

2. The Public Ministry shall be organized as adnighnical structure, under the direction of the
Republic’s Procurator-General [Attorney-General].

3. The Procurator-General of the Republic shateointed by the President of the Council
of State.

TITLE IV
GUARANTEEING AND REVISING THE CONSTITUTION

CHAPTER |
Controlling the Constitutionality of Laws.

Article 98

1. Cases placed before the courts may not appg thkt infringe upon the provisions of the
Constitution or principles herein consecrated.

2. The question of unconstitutionality may be rdis#icially by a court, by the Public
Ministry, or by any of the parties.

3. Whenever a question of unconstitutionality ised, the incident shall be separately
submitted to the National Popular Assembly, whilallsdecide the matter.

4. All decisions made by the National Popular Adslgmegarding unconstitutionality shall
be generally mandatory and shall be publisheder©fficial Bulletin.
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CHAPTER 1l
Constitutional Revision

Article 99
1. This Constitution may be amended at any timéhbyNational Popular Assembly.

2. The initiative to revise the Constitution sh@long to Deputies, to the Council of State,
and to the Government.

Article 100

1. The proposal for revision shall indicate théctes that must be revised and the sense of the
changes to be introduced.

2. A proposed law for revision must be submittecableast one-third of the Deputies actively
in office, by the Council of State, or by the Gavwaient.

Article 101

Proposals for revision must be approved by the ntgjof two-thirds of the Deputies
comprising the Assembly.

Article 102

No proposal for revision may impose upon:

a) the unitary structure or republican form of 8tate;
b) the Laic Statute of the State;

c) the integrity of national territory.

TITLEV
FINAL AND PROVISIONAL PROVISIONS

Active members of defense and security forces anckiot Deputies of the National Popular
Assembly shall continue in office until the nexgildative elections are held.

Oceana™

198 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016
(212) 726-6000

26



