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ANNUAL SURVEY IN
17 COUNTRIES

1. ARGENTINA
2. BOLIVIA
3. BRAZIL
4. COLOMBIA
5. COSTA RICA
6. CHILE
7. ECUADOR
8. EL SALVADOR
9. GUATEMALA
10. HONDURAS
11. MEXICO
12. NICARAGUA
13. PANAMA
14. PARAGUAY
15. PERU
16. URUGUAY
17. VENEZUELA



DATA 2000
18.030 INTERVIEWS

REPRESENTING ADULT URBAN 
POPULATION OF EACH COUNTRY

(approx. 1.000 interviews per  country)



INTERPERSONAL TRUST

Europe triples Latin America in
 interpersonal trust level
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S o u th  A m er ic a  &  M ex ic o  T o ta ls

C e n tra l  A m e r ic a  T o ta ls  

Q . G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  w o u ld  y o u  s a y  th a t  y o u  c a n  t r u s t  m o s t  p e o p le ,  o r  th a t  y o u  c a n  n e v e r  b e  t o o  c a r e f u l  w h e n  d e a l i n g  w i th
o t h e r s ?

H e r e  o n l y   “ C a n  t r u s t  m o s t  p e o p le ”

S o u rc e : L a tin o b a ro m e tr o  
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South  A m erica  &  M exico

S o u th  A m er ic a  &  M e x ic o C e n tr a l  A m e ric a
S o u rc e : L a tin o b a ro m e tr o  
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Q . G e n e r a ll y  s p e a k i n g ,  w o u ld  y o u  s a y  th a t  y o u  c a n  t r u s t  m o s t  p e o p le ,  o r  th a t  y o u  c a n  n e v e r  b e  t o o  c a r e f u l  w h e n  d e a l in g  w i th
o t h e r s ?

H e r e  o n l y   “ C a n  t r u s t  m o s t  p e o p le ”



Net Support to Democracy

Latin America & Europe

TRUST           SUPPORT TO      NET SUPPORT TO

                         DEMOCRACY     DEMOCRACY

EUROPEAN
UNION*

SOUTHERN
EUROPE*

LATIN
AMERICA**

60%                 78%                    +18%

60%                  84%                    +24%

17%                  60%                    +43%

U S A * * * 50%                  87%                    +37%

* Eurobarometer
** Latinobarometro
*** Wall Street Journal, 2000



DEMOCRACY & SATISFACTION

Relationship between support of democracy
and satisfaction is culturaly dependant and 

relatively the same in Europe, India and 
Latin America having equal support.

Net legitimacy is equivalent in Europe 
and in Latin America.



D e m o cra cy  is  p re fe ra b le

Q .  W h i c h  o f  th e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a te m e n ts  d o  y o u  a g r e e  w i th  m o s t?  
D e m o c r a c y  is  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  a n y  o th e r  k i n d  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n s ,  a n  a u t h o r i ta r ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  b e  p r e f e r a b l e  t o
a  d e m o c r a t i c  o n e .   I t  d o e s n 't  m a t t e r  t o  p e o p l e  l ik e  m e  w h e th e r  w e  h a v e  a  d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  a  n o n - d e m o c r a t i c
g o v e r n m e n t .

H e r e  o n l y    “ D e m o c r a c y  i s  p r e f e r a b le  to  a n y  o th e r  k i n d  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ”
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Q .  W h ic h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s ta t e m e n ts  d o  y o u  a g r e e  w i th  m o s t?  
D e m o c r a c y  is  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  a n y  o th e r  k i n d  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  c e r ta i n  s i t u a t io n s ,  a n  a u t h o r i ta r ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  b e  p r e f e r a b l e  t o
a  d e m o c r a t i c  o n e .   I t  d o e s n 't  m a t t e r  to  p e o p l e  l ik e  m e  w h e t h e r  w e  h a v e  a  d e m o c r a t ic  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  a  n o n - d e m o c r a t i c
g o v e r n m e n t .

H e r e  o n ly    “ D e m o c r a c y  is  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  a n y  o th e r  k i n d  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ”



S atis fac tio n  w ith  D em o crac y

Q .   E n  g e n e r a l  ¿ I n  g e n e r a l ,  w o u l d  y o u  s a y  t h a t  y o u  a r e  v e r y  s a t i s f ie d ,  f a i r ly  s a t i s f i e d ,  n o t  v e r y  s a t i s f i e d  o r  n o t  a t  a l l  s a t i s f i e d  w it h
t h e  w a y  d e m o c r a c y  w o r k s  i n  [ c o u n t r y ] ?
 H e r e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f   “  V e r y  s a t is f i e d  “  a n d  “ F a i r l y  s a t i s f i e d ”
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Q .   E n  g e n e r a l  ¿ I n  g e n e r a l ,  w o u ld  y o u  s a y  th a t y o u  a r e  v e r y  s a t i s f i e d ,  f a i r l y  s a ti s f i e d ,  n o t  v e r y  s a t i s f i e d  o r  n o t  a t  a l l  s a t i s f i e d  w i th
th e  w a y  d e m o c r a c y  w o r k s  i n  [ c o u n t r y ] ?
 H e r e  th e  a m o u n t  o f   “  V e r y  s a t i s f i e d  “  a n d  “ F a i r l y  s a t i s f i e d ”



            Support and Satisfaction 
                  for Democracy

Comparisons among continents

SUPPORT     SATISFACTION      NET SUPPORT 

                                                            FOR DEMOCRACY 

LATINOBAROMETRO* 60%                 37%                    23%

EAST EUROPE* 53%                 29%                    24%

INDIA* 60%                 40%                    20%

AFROBAROMETER* 67%                 54%                    13%

EUROPEAN  UNION* 78%                 53%                    25%

*INDIA, CSDS
NEW DEMOCRACIES BAROMETER: 9 countries
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Belarus, Ukraine.
LATINOBAROMETRO: 17 countries
EUROBAROMETER
AFROBAROMETER : 7 countries
Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, South africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe



Net Legitimacy of Democracy

Latin America, Europe & Africa

DEMOCRACY               NET LEGITIMACY

Support            Satisfaction        Unsatisfied      

                                                       Democrats     

E U RO PE A N
U N IO N*

SO U T HE R N
E U RO PE *

78%                  53%                     +25%

84%                   57%                     + 27%

60%                   37%                     + 23%
L A T IN
A M E R IC A **

SU B  SA H A RA N
A F R IC A*** 64%                   48%                     + 16%

*  EU RO B A RO M ETE R
**L AT IN O B A RO M ET RO
***SU B  SA H A R A N  AFR ICA , G H A N A , Z A M B IA , SO U TH  A FR ICA



CONFIDENCE IN INSTITUTIONS

Confidence in institutions, except for the
 Church, is lower in Latina America than

 Europe and USA



Confidence in Institutions

L a tin  A m er ic a  T o ta ls  
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1 99 6  -  20 0 0Q .  P le a s e  lo o k  a t  t h i s  c a r d  a n d  t e l l  m e  h o w  m u c h  c o n f i d e n c e  y o u  h a v e  in  e a c h  o f  th e  f o l l o w in g  g r o u p s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  p e r s o n s

m e n t i o n e d  o n  t h e  l i s t :  a  l o t ,  s o m e ,  a  l i t t l e  o r  n o  c o n f id e n c e ?
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Europe, Africa & Latin America

PRESIDENT 40%                 51%                    38%

CHURCH 41%                 --                         78%

COURTS 37%                 54%                    35%

ARMED FORCES 44%                 65%                    35%

PARLIAMENT 31%                 40%                    28%

POLITICAL PARTIES 28%                  --                        20%

  TRUST IN PEOPLE 29%                  25%                   16%

        Confidence in Institutions

*NEW DEMOCRACIES BAROMETER: 9 countries
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Belarus, Ukraine.
** AFROBAROMETER : 7 countries
Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, South africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe
*** LATINOBAROMETRO

50%                         65%                      TRUST IN PEOPLE

     USA *               EUROPEAN UNION **

* Wall Street Journal, 1997
** EUROBAROMETER

EAST EUROPE*      AFRO** LATINO ***   

                              BAROMETER       BAROMETER   



P o litic al P a rtie s B a nk s M ilita ry

L arg e  c om p an ies G o ve rnm e nt

5 9

4 7

5 8

5 6

5 0

4 4

4 7

5 0

3 0

2 9

2 7

2 6

2 5

2 2

2 1

2 1

2 6

2 7

2 5

2 7

1 99 6

1 99 7

1 99 8

1 99 9 -20 0 0

0 25 50

W h o  h a s  th e  m o s t  p o w e r?

Q . W h o  d o  y o u  t h i n k  h a s  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r  i n  [ c o u n t r y ] ?  
H e r e  o n ly  t h e  t o t a l s  o f  “ G o v e r n m e n t ” ,   “ L a r g e  c o m p a n i e s ” ,  “ M i l i t a r y  “ ,  “ P o li t i c a l  P a r t i e s  “  a n d  “ B a n k ”

S ou rc e : L a ti no b ar om e tro  
1 99 6  -  20 0 0

N= 18.717

N=17.767

N=17.901

N=18.125

L a tin  A m e rica  T o tals



P o litica l p a rt ies B a nk s

M il i ta ry L arg e  C o m p a n ie s

G o ve rn m e n t

60

47

56

63

49

44

44

46

30

35

33

32

26

23

22

20

27

28

28

27

1 99 6

1 99 7

1 99 8

1 99 9 -2 00 0

0 25 50

P o litica l P ar t ie s B an ks M ilita ry

La rge  c om pan ie s G ove rnm e n t

56

48

62

61

51

43

52

57

28

18

17

15

23

21

19

22

23

24

20

27

19 96

19 97

19 98

19 99 -2 0 0 0

0 1 0 2 0 3 0 4 0 5 0 6 0 7 0

W h o  h a s  th e  m o s t  p o w e r?
S o u th  A m e ric a &  M ex ic o

S ou rc e : L a tin o b ar om e tro  
1 99 6  - 20 0 0

                     C en tra l A m erica       

N=12.675

N=6.051

N=6.000

T o ta l s

T o ta l s

N=11.901

N=11.716

N=6.042

N=12.119

N=6.006

Q . W h o  d o  y o u  t h in k  h a s  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r  in  [ c o u n t r y ] ?  
H e r e  o n ly  th e  t o ta ls  o f  “ G o v e r n m e n t ” ,   “ L a r g e  c o m p a n ie s ” ,  “ M il i t a r y  “ ,  “ P o l i tic a l  P a r t ie s  “  a n d  “ B a n k ”



PARTICIPATION

Except for the Church  participation is low
 in Latin America



Participation

S .A & M exico

2 9

5 8

F requently

N ever

0 2 5 5 0

W o rk  fo r  a n  is su e  th a t e f fe c ts  yo u  o r
yo u r  c o m m u n ity

S o u rc e :  L a ti n o b a r o m e t ro  1 9 9 8Q. How frequently do you work for an issue that effects you or your community?
Here is the amount of  “very frequently” with “frequently “and “hardly ever”  with “never”

S o u rc e :  L a t i n o b a r o m e t ro  1 9 9 8
N = 1 1 .9 0 1

S .A  & M e xico

6

6

6

7

9

1 2

1 5

2 0

3 5

P olit ica l

U nio n

E co lo gy

A rtis tic

Yo uth

P rofes sio na l

C om m un al

S po rt

R elig iou s

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

K in d  o f  o rg an iz a tio n  th a t yo u
w o rk

Q. What kind of organisation do you work for?



1997

K in d  o f  o rg a n iz a t io n  th a t yo u r
p a r tic ip a tio n  h a s  a n  in f lu e n c e  

1997

Q.  Irrespective of your last answer, in what kind of organizations do you believe that the participation of
people like you can make some difference?

P o lit ica l

R e lig iou s

E co log y

P ro fes s ion a l

S po rt

Y ou th

U n io n  

A rtis tic

0 1 0 2 0 3 0 4 0 5 0 6 0

South America & Mexico

S o u rc e :  L a t i n o b a ro m e tr o  1 9 9 8
N = 1 1 .9 0 1


