The Black Press in Illinois

A. GILBERT BELLES

NEWSPAPERS have adways been a vau-
abletool of the histerian, amateur or pro-
fessional. T he treatment-and emphasis Of
national and local events together with
editorial opinions provide a constant
chronicle Of the attitudesand thinking of
community leaders, especially opinion-
leading dlites like newspaper editors and
publishers.

Criticsof the extensive use of newspapers
in historical research point eut, however,
that editorsand publishers, in their effort
to sl papers, may manipulate or even
manufacturestoriesto makethefront page
appealing. It isalsoclaimed that editorsand
publishers represent a monied €elite and
thus reflect the perspective of Americas
white middle class. In other words, some
historians approach the reliance on news-
papers with caution and skepticism. They
suggest that the underground and minority
press exist to balance the views offered to
the public by the popular dailies. Lately,
more attention has been given to newspa-
persof limited and specidized circulation.

Tbe historian who wishes to consult
newspapers published by minority or un-
derground groupsfaces afrustrating chal-
lenge, Individuals and organizations that
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designated themselves as the officia
ers of the records disregarded many ol
publications of limited circulation. |
not only failed to collect these publi
but did not even include the names o
papers in catalogs and lists. Even the
newspaper libraries offer few titles
sues of minority publications.

The case of the black press in Ill
illustrative of the ways in which hi
resources have been lost. In part, whit
brarians and archivists ignored the
ence of the black press, apparently
ing it had little legitimacy. Those
administrators who at least noted th
ence of black newspapers failed, e
of apathy or neglect, to collect copi
tematically. But the history of tow
or the nation is incomplete witho
black perspective.

My search for titles of newspa
lished by blacks in Illinois ultim
to many obscure lists and catalog;
York and Washington, D.C,, as
Ilinois. As word of the proj
names of black editors and publis}
recalled or noted by many people a
pursued other research. Each tim
growing list seemed complete,
pected call or letter brought on
more names. Verification of title
most formidable task. :

The following list provides, by cil
names of newspapers edited and
lished by blacks in Illinois. Every



10 assure accuracy of the publi-
, but there is no guarantee that
ré correct or can be verified.
ssible, each newspaper is iden-
kly, daily, or monthly (W, D,
eneral, business, or religious
ny papers were of such short
there was only one editor. For
only the name of the found-
known. When the names of
e editor of a paper are known
apers of the last twenty-five
105t recent editor is the one
till in operation at this writ-
ited by [—]. Unknown entries
[?].

ion of the list in no way im-
| definitive compilation; in-
0se of publishing the list is to

Oscar DePriest, Illinois congressman and Chicago alderman, was associated
with the shortlived People’s Voicein 1918

facilitate and encourage the addition of
missingentries. A searchoflibraries, histor-
ical collections, or family and personal ar-
chives may uncover a fascinating addition
to lllinois historv. If the history of the state
isto becompl ete, the voicesof all the people
must be considered.

Anyone possessing copiesof these news-
papers or knowing the location of copiesis
invited to inform the Illinois State Histori-
cal Library. The Library would like to mi-
crofilm these newspapers and thereby
make them available to the public. Please
address your correspondence to:

Clifford H. Haka
Field Services Representative
[llinois State Historical Library
Springfield, Illinois 62706



Black Newspapersin lllinois

Crty & NEWSPAPER

Alton
Advance Citizen

Bloomington
American Pilot
Cooperative News

Brooklyn
Monitor

Cairo
American
Baptist Truth
Evangelical Herald
Gazette
I1linois Messenger
Sentinel
Three Sates
Weekly Gazette

Champaign
Illinois Times
Plain Truth

Chicago

Abbozts Weekly and Illus. News

Advance
Advocate

All About Us
A.M.E. Record
American Eagle
Appeal

Aspect

Bee

Bee-Free Soeech
Black Truth
Black World
Broad Ax
Bronzeman
Brotherhood
Bulletin

Busy Bee
Chicago Courier

DATES, FREQUENCY, AND
TyPE OF PUBLICATION

1892-1932 w G

1896-1899
1933-1938
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1886-18[7]

1905-1906
1894-1924
1919-1934
1881-1890
1925-1933
1890-1895
1881-1883
1862-1881
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1941-1971
1967-1969[?]
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1933-1934
1890-1900
1873-1877
1896-1899
1895-7]
1921-1925
1885-1926
1908-1908
1925-1947
1888-1895
1968-1970
[?1-[?]
1895-1935
1929-1929
1890-[7]
1958-1972
1896-[7]
1938-[—]
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EDITOR OR PUBLISHER

H. T. Bowman

H. W. Jameson
A. R. Rhodes

R.LL. Perxy

T. A. Head

C. C. Wilson
Carrie C. Skelton
W. T. Scott
Frank M. Liston
T. A. Head

M. Gladden [Gladding
William T. Scott

Edgar G. Harris
Roy Williams

.
Robert S. Abbott
R. J. Raymond
Martin Ryan

T. P. Rawlings
Editor unknown
Benjamin Pendleton
C. F. Adams .
Editor unknown
Katherine E. Irvin
C. H. Shotwell
Sigmonde Wimberl
Editor unknown
Elvie Porter j
Fireside Pub. Co.
J. H. Magee
Hurley Green, Sr.
Editor unknown
Lorenzo C. Yo



Y & NEWSPAPER

Daily Defender

DaTtEs, FREQUENCY, AND
TyPE OF PUBLICATION

1956-[—]
1910-1970
1895-[?]
1918-[?]
1893-1898
1895-[?]
1965-[—]
1885-1898
1878-1914
1932-1932
1937-(?]
1921-1921
[?1-1°]
1905-[—]
1936-1939
1889-1930
[2)-17]
[?1-[7]
1918-1931
1919-1919
191621916
1895-1926
1888-1898
1950-[—]
1889-1891
[2]-(?]
1925-1925
1900-1918
1900-1921
1903-1922
1926-1926
1970-[—]
1905-1906
1942-1944
1972-[?]
1935-1938
1938-1940
1937-1944
1890-[?]
1930-1932
1914-1915
1961-[—]
1910-1912
1925-1929
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EDITOR OR PUBLISHER

John H. Sengstacke
A. D. Hawkins
Editor unknéws
Gerald L. Jamison
T. P. Rawlings
Editor unknown
Gus Savage
Cornelius Lennox
Ferdinand Lee Barnett
George Sydney
Everett J. Hill
Sumner Alexander
Editor unknown
John Sengstacke
George Dayvenport
Henry F. Donavan
Editor unknown
Editor unknown
Jacob Tipper
Editor unknown
|da Wd s Barnett
W. Forrest Cozart
J. L. Fleming
James E, Smith
Cornelius Lennox
Nettie George Speedy
Editor unknown
W: D. Neighbors
H. W. Rhea

S B. Turner

[?] Kdly

Shelvien Hall

W. Allison Sweeney
Editor unknown
Charles B. Armstrong
N. K. McGill
Roscoe G. Simmons
Editor unknown
Cornelius Lennox
Leon R. Harris
Editor unknown
John Woedford
Editor unknown
Cyril V. Briggs
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City & NEWSPAPER

New Crusader
News Ledger
Observer
Observer

Oowl

Pathfinder
People's Advocate
Peoples Voice
Plain Dealer
Reflector
Republican
Review

Royal Messenger
Savoyager

Search Light

Smith's Arrow Weekly
Southside Digest
Spokesman

Sandard

Sar

Sun

unday Bee

Qupreme Liberty Guardian
Times

Voice

Voice of the Negro
Weekly Reporter

West Sde Torch
Western Opinion
Whip

Woodlaun Booster
World

World

Danville
Black Vanguard
Illinois Times
International
Inter-Sate Echo

Decatur
Advance Citizen
The Voice

Eag St. Louis
Advance Citizen

DATES, FREQUENCY, AND
TyYPE OF PUBLICATION

1940-[—]
1938-1941
1885-[?]
1964-[—]
196[?1-196[?]
[?1-17]
1900-1926
1918-1918
1888-1922
1895-1906
1888-1889
1929-1932
1921-1932
1929-1932

1910-1932
[7]-[2]
1931-1931
1932-1932
1894-1895
1910-1946
1924-1924
1925-1947
[7]1-1938
1927-1927
1910-[?]
1901-1901
1906-1906
1969-1969
1906-1909
1919-1939
1932-1973
1900-1902
1918-1953

EEEEEEER 2R £22ssssssss52¢2
QOCQQQQARQAAFOONQQQOFD 00QQQQQQAQQQORED

[?1-{?]

1939-1941
1901-1902
1909-1920
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1892-1932
(?}-7]
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1892-1932 W G

EDITOR OR PUBLISHER

Dorothy Leavell
Anthony Wharton
Andrew F. Bradley
I. Schrieff
Dan Burley
Editor unknown
R. E. Parker
Oscar DePriest
Robert Harper
T. P. Rawlings
John F. C. Taylor
Perry C. Thompson
R. A. Williams
James J. (“Gentle Jimmy.
Gentry
Bernard W. Fitts
Thomas B. Smith
Earl Morris
Roscoe C. Simmons
Editor unknown
Sylvester Russell
Editor unknown
Olive Myrl Diggs
Harry H. Pace
Editor unknown
J. Max Barber
Editor unknown
Editor unknown
Editor unknown
Alton H. Blake
Joseph B. Bibb
Hurley Green
B. F. Harris
Jacob R. Tipper

Editor unknown
Edgar G. Harris

J. M. Batchman
Charles W. Colley

H. T. Bowman
Editor unknown

H. T. Bowman

i



DATES, FREQUENCY, AND

TyPE OF PUBLICATION

196[¢]-[—]
1941-[—]
1908-1914
1970-197[?]

196[?]-197[?]

1928-1929
1962{—]
[?1-[?]
1904-1909
1922-1924
1937-?]
[?1-[7]

1929-1932
1941-[?]
1915-1931
1968-[—]

1884-1885

1964-[—]
1968-[—]
1968-[—]
1968-[—]
1968-[—]
1968-[—]
1968-[—]

1950-[?]

1924-1942

1892-1893

1964-[—]

1896-1900
[?1-{?]
1897-1938
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EDITOR OR PUBLISHER

W. Nicholas Bowie

Wedey McNeese
W. H. H. Pitts
Editor unknown
Editor unknown
Editor unknown
Roy Jordan
Editor unknown
L. E. Christy

W. E. Officer
Elmer Miller

BenjaminJ. Perkins

Editor unknown
Editor unknown
W. H. Gill
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Randolph R. Tomlinson

Richard de Baptiste

T.Jones

©
<.
<.
<.
(4
<.
<.

Lucien Holman
Harry Anderson
Editor unknown
Myrtle Jefferson
J. B. McCrary
J. D. Alston

J. B. McCrary

Editor unknown

harles Armstrong
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City & NEWSPAPER

Mound City
Egyptian Sun
Star

Peoria
Advance Citizen

Asoc. of Pub. Services Press

Black Rapper

Bronze Citizen
Bronze Citizen Magazine
Bronze Informer
Bronze Peoria Herald
Forum

Informer

Peoria Whirlwind
spectator

Traveler Weekly
Weekly Enterprise

Quincy
Advocate
Illinois I nformer
Illinois Progress

Robbins
Herald
Informer

Rockford
Crusader

Rock Idand
Tri City Oracle

Springfield
Advance Citizen
Argus
Capitol City News
Chronicle
Eye
Forum
Illinois Chronicle
I1linois Conservator
Illinois Record
Illinois Sate Messenger
Industrial Journal
Leader
Liberia Advocate

DATES, FREQUENCY, AND

TyYPE OF PUBLICATION

1924-1940
1908-1925

1892-1932
1972-1972
1968-1970
1944-1950
1945-1948
1945-1946
1964-1968
1906-1915
1934-1939
1962-197[?]
1955-1955
1968-197[?]
1952-1952

1906—-(?7]
192[?]-1926
1892-1900

1917-1950
1948-1949

1950-1972

1898-1900

18921932
1913-1915
19421951
1917-1917
1890-1893
1904-1927
1912-1969
1902-1950
1897-1899
1897-1900
[?1H?]

1902-1918
[?1-[?]
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EDITOR OR PUBLISHER

Gwendolyn Chambliss
Adron W. Webb '

H. T. Bowman
James F. Arbuckle
Alvertus Jenkins ‘
Dorothy A. Mitchell
Clifford Hazelwood
Clifford Hazelwood
Valeska S. Hinton
E. L. Rogers '
William Evans
W. R. Gardner
Geirud Crockett
J. O. Allen
Editor unknown

Editor unknown
S. N. Schumacher ]
T. L. Allen :

C. E. Brown 3
Marion Lee Smith
;

Richard T. Hocd
J. W. Washingto,;

H. T. Bowman
Editor unknown
Simeon Osby
Editor unknown
Editor unknown
E. L. Rogersius
Inman E. Foster
E. L. Rogers 8
Charles Hall
H. T. Bowman
Karl Monte
W. T. Scott
Editor unkn
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TY & NEWSPAPER DATES, FREQUENCY, AND  EDITOR OR PUBLISHER
TyPE OoF PUBLICATION

1888-1889 W G Thomas T. Brown
onal Standard Enterprise 1896-1903 W G G. H. McDaniel
0 Democrat 1934-1936 W G Editor unknown
of Black Springfield 1968-1968 W G Irvin Jackson
ngfield’s Voice 1973-[—] W G William Washington
Capital 1886-1915 W G S. B. Turner
[?]-[?] M G E. W. B. Curry
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