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Towns in the Intendancy of Puebla



Financial Documents



Digital sources employed
ITER (Integración Territorial), 
2000. (INEGI) 

AREAS METROPOLITANAS. 
INFORMACION ESTADISTICA Y 
CARTOGRAFICA (INEGI)

SOMBREADOS DE LOS MODELOS 
DIGITALES DE ELEVACION. 
ESCALA 1:250 000. (INEGI)

SISTEMA PARA LA CONSULTA DE 
INFORMACION CENSAL 
(SCINCE). XI CENSO GENERAL 
DE POBLACION Y VIVIENDA, 
1990. (INEGI)

CARTA TOPOGRAFICA. SERIE I. 
ESCALA 1 : 1 000 000. (INEGI)



The first geographically accurate map of 
the 234 sub-delegations of New Spain



Visión global esquemático de los 4,468 
pueblos de indios de la Nueva España en 1800





Intendencias o 
Gobiernos militares

Número de 
pueblos

Número de 
subdelegaciones

México 1,248 43

Puebla 731 23

Michoacán 254 30

Yucatán 224 13

Oaxaca 871 20

Veracruz 152 11

Guadalajara 251 26

Guanajuato 41 5

San Luis Potosí 45 7

Zacatecas 40 10

Durango 167 23

Sonora-Sinaloa 138 7

Chiapas 109 12

Tlaxcala 110 1

Nayarit-Colotán 34 2

Tabasco 53 1

Intendancies or 
military governments

16

Subdelegations
234

Pueblos
4,468

Geographic regions in the Atlas



 

Fuente Intendencias y gobiernos 
militares 

Pueblos 
de indios INEGI Otra 

fuente Aproximado

CHIAPAS 109 101 6 2 
DURANGO 167 159 6 2 

GUADALAJARA 251 242 8 1 
GUANAJUATO 41 41 0 0 

MEXICO 1248 1195 17 36 
MICHOACAN 254 248 6 0 

NAYARIT y COLOTLAN 34 34 0 0 
OAXACA 871 847 13 11 
PUEBLA 731 704 12 15 

SAN LUIS POTOSI 45 41 4 0 
SONORA-SINALOA 138 129 7 2 

TABASCO 53 53 0 0 
TLAXCALA 110 107 2 1 
VERACRUZ 152 150 0 2 
YUCATAN 224 214 9 1 

ZACATECAS 40 39 1 0 
 

Total 
(Porcentaje) 

4468 
(100%) 

4304 
(96.4%)

91 
(2.0%) 

73 
(1.6%) 

 





SPANISH CITIES 
WITH INDIAN 
GOVERNMENT (15)
MÉRIDA, CAMPECHE, 
CIUDAD REAL (CHIAPAS), 
PUEBLA, MEXICO, 
TOLUCA, PACHUCA, 
QUERÉTARO, 
VALLADOLID, 
PÁTZCUARO,
GUADALAJARA, SAN LUIS 
POTOSÍ, ZACATECAS, 
CELAYA,
SALVATIERRA

SPANISH CITIES 
WITHOUT INDIAN 
GOVERNMENT (7):
DURANGO, MONTERREY, 
OAXACA, VERACRUZ, 
ACAPULCO, COMPOSTELA, 
GUANAJUATO 



Politics in 
Indian Towns



What is a ‘Pueblo de indios’?

360 Indigenous inhabitants



What is a ‘Pueblo de indios’?

Comunal Lands



What is a ‘Pueblo de indios’?

Consecrated Church



What is a ‘Pueblo de indios’?

San Mateo Tila, Chiapas



What is a ‘Pueblo de indios’?

Corporate entity recognized 
by the government

Indian authorities elected 
annually

Municipal Treasury 
(caja de comunidad)



Facultades de autoridades 
indígenas

Recolectar el tributo
Representar al pueblo frente a autoridades 
civiles y eclesiásticas
Administrar justicia para crímenes menores
Organizar y financiar las principales fiestas
Ser testigos de testamentos de los indios
Administrar fondos y tierras de comunidad







Chachicomula, Puebla







La república de indios de Santiago Querétaro, 1726



Announcement of the election date sent to each of the electors (also 
referred to has vocales or “votos”). Generally the electors were 
caciques and principals. The election takes place in December or in 
early January at 4:00 p.m. The electors are caciques and principals 
of the pueblo. The electors may also include previous office holders. 
In the town of Tolimán, in 1769, not only prinicipals were voting, 
but also macehuales and even women.

The electors meet in the casa de comunidad on the appointed date. 
There must be a quorum. If there is no casa de comunidad, the 
elections are held in the priest´s house.
Three candidates are nominated for the post of governor. The 
outgoing governor proposes one candidate; the outgoing “oficiales 
de república”, or in some cases, the priest, propose a second 
candidate; the rest of the electors (or the “común del pueblo” in 
some smaller towns) propose a third candidate.
In smaller towns an alcalde and not a governor is elected. 
The electors vote, either orally or in secret to the town scribe.
The town scribe records the votes and announces the winner.
The election results are handed in to the e subdelegate).
The subdelegate approves the election and sends a testimony of the 
results to the viceroy in Mexico City.













Finance in 
Indians Towns





BRIAN P. OWENSBY
IMPIRE OF LAW AND INDIAN JUSTICE IN COLONIAL MEXICO
STANFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2008



Demography 
Población total de la Nueva España: 

5,000,000
Población indígena:

3,000,000 (60%)
--------------------------------------------------------------
90% de los indios vivían en los pueblos de indios.

En Guanajuato, San Luis Potosí y Zacatecas, menos del 
50% de los indios vivían en los pueblos.





Teotlalco, Puebla



“La Joya donde los naturales siembran la comunida 31”



Education and 
Identity in the 
Indian Towns



Indian Cities With Ayuntamiento
Texcoco
Cholula
Tlaxcala
Huejotzingo
Xochimilco
Tzintzuntzan
Lerma 
Tepeaca
Tehuacan









Schools in the Intendancy of 
Mexico 

1,248 pueblos de indios
37%   of the towns had primary schools 

3%     of the schools were financed by the church 
266    Towns had schools during 40 years (1770-1810)

It is calculated that in 1810, 9.5% of the 
Indian men knew how to read

Paid for by 
the Caja de 
Comunidad 

Partially 
paid by the 
Caja de 
Comunidad

Paid for by 
the Families 

Paid for by 
another 
means

Total 

134 205 114 14 467





Intendencias o 
Gobiernos militares

Número de 
pueblos

Número de 
ESCUELAS

(%)

México 1,248 467 (37%)

Puebla 731 127 (17%)

Michoacán 254 94 (37%)

Yucatán 224 72 (32%)

Oaxaca 871 139 (16%)

Veracruz 152 42 (28%)

Guadalajara 251 30 (12%)

Guanajuato 41 19 (46%)

San Luis Potosí 45 11 (25%)

Zacatecas 40 7 (18%)

Durango 167 S.D.

Sonora-Sinaloa 138 S.D.

Chiapas 109 34 (32%)

Tlaxcala 110 CON PUEBLA

Nayarit-Colotán 34 S.D.

Tabasco 53 S.D.

TOTAL 4,468 1,042 (23%)

Intendancies or 
Military 
Governments 

16

Sub-delegations 
234

Towns 
4,468

Schools in Indians Towns of New Spain













Sor María Joaquina 
del Señor Rafael,
convento de los Siete 
Príncipes, Oaxaca



Padre Francisco Rojas 
doctor en teología, 
profesor en la 
Universidad de 
Guadalajara



BIBLIOTECA MEXICANA, 1755
7 CHAPTERS (OF 18) ON THE 
IDIGENOUS PEOPLES

ANCIENT HISTORY OF MEXICO, 1780
Francisco Javier Clavigero

TARDES AMERICANAS, 1788
HISTORY OF TOLTECAS, OTOMIES, 
AZTECAS AND CONTEMPORARY 
INDIANS





THE RECOMMENDABLE OBJECTIVE OF 
PROVIDING THE SCHOOLS AND MIGAS (GIRLS’ 
SCHOOLS) WHERE OUR CHILDREN ARE 
EDUCATED WITH A TYPE OF READING PRIMER 
WHICH, WHILE TEACHING THEM TO READ, 
THEY LEARN AT THE SAME TIME TO IMITATE 
THE CHRISTIAN VIRTURES WITH THE SWEET, 
POWERFUL AND NATURAL ATTRACTIVENESS 
OF SEEING THEM PRACTICED BY A PERSON OF 
THEIR SAME LINEAGE.
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