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THANK YOU TO SPONSORS
& PARTNERS

IT°S EXTREMELY PLEASING TO BE ABLE
TO REPORT THAT TWO OF THE BOARD’S
OBJECTIVES FOR 2008 WERE ACHIEVED
AND HAVE SUCCEEDED IN GIVING OUR
GAME’S IMAGE A HUGE BOOST NOT JUST
NATIONALLY BUT INTERNATIONALLY.

CHAIRMAN



New Zealand Rugby League

THE BEST INDICATION
THAT CONFIDENCE HAD
BEEN RESTORED OFF THE
FIELD WAS THE SIGNING
OF NEW KIWIS SPONSOR
PIRTEK. IN ADDITION
SUNDAY NEWS JOINED
OUR STABLE OF
SPONSORS OF THE KIWIS
AND WE ARE GRATEFUL
FOR THEIR SUPPORT
AND PARTNERSHIP.

o B s e
JrreRmeter g

l.r

F 1
o o A e A

The attraction of provincial heritage was no more evident than the fact
the largest audience for any match was the final pool game between
Canterbury and Waikato with more than 100,000 viewers tuning in to see
who would make the grand final.

The eventual Canterbury v Auckland Bartercard Premiership final also
helped to revive the profile and status of the Rugby League Cup which
was last played for as the pinnacle of provincial supremacy when these
same two districts last contested it in 1993. The result on this occasion
was a reversal of fortunes, with Auckland securing the win in 2008.

A significant step up for the television coverage of domestic football in 2008
was the decision by Maori Television to carry full delayed coverage of the
NJC under-18 (Kiwi Cup) curtain raisers.

The fact that only one of the four finals teams across the two NJC
grades was from Auckland is evidence of the quality players and
coaches that clearly still exist beyond the Bombay Hills. This on the
field competitive excellence at the junior levels bodes well for all,
including Auckland.
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Auckland Captain Jeremiah Pai accepting the Rugby League Cup from Paul Bolte,

CEO of Bartercard New Zealand, the Senior Premiership competition sponsor.

NATIONAL PROVINCIAL PREMIERSHIP

COMPETITION TABLES

NATIONAL JUNIOR P FOR AG PTS
COMPETITION

- U16s

Auckland 16s 5 182 62 10
Wellington 16s 5 98 98 6

Taranaki 16s 5 116 122 6

Canterbury 16s 5 122 142 3

Waikato 16s 5 82 104 3

Bay of Plenty 16s 5 76 148 2

NATIONAL JUNIOR

COMPETITION
- U18s
Wellington 18s 5 207 78 10
Canterbury 18s 5 183 106 8
Auckland 18s 5 178 92 6
Bay of Plenty 18s 5 96 181 4
Waikato 18s 5 94 185 2
Taranaki 18s 5 94 210 0
BARTERCARD P FOR AG PTS
PREMIERSHIP
Canterbury 5 242 96 10
Auckland 5 204 92 7
Waikato 5 110 138 6
Wellington 5 146 138 5
Bay of Plenty 5 114 186 2
Taranaki 5 96 262 0

8 New Zealand Rugby League

NATIONAL PROVINCIAL PREMIERSHIP
GRAND FINAL RESULTS

NJC U16s FINAL - FOUNDATION CUP

Auckland 32 Wellington 4
Tries Tries
Goals

NJC U18s FINAL - KIWI CUP

Wellington 29 Canterbury 22
Tries Tries

Goals
Goals

Auckland 38

BARTERCARD PREMIERSHIP

Canterbury 18

Tries

Tries

Goals

(BARTER
CARD
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Bartercard

PREMIERSHIP
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PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY
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NZRL MUSEUM - HOME
OF THE RUGBY LEAGUE
WORLD CUP TROPHY

2008 WAS A BIG YEAR FOR THE NEW ZEALAND RUGBY
LEAGUE MUSEUM AS IT BECAME THE HOME OF THE
RUGBY LEAGUE WORLD CUP TROPHY FOR AT LEAST THE
NEXT FOUR YEARS.

Sitting on the Museum Committee are front left to right: Don Hammond, Allen Gore, Brian Keane,
Trevor Maxwell; Jack Fagan, Brian Reidy, Tom McKeown and back left to right: Bill Rayner, Gary
Whittle, Ray Haffenden and John Bray.

NEW ZEALAND RUGBY LEAGUE LIFE MEMBERS

NEW ZEALAND RUGBY LEAGUE LEGENDS OF LEAGUE

OUR LEGENDS OF LEAGUE ARE SHOWN BELOW;
THE YEAR THEY WERE INDUCTED IS GIVEN IN BRACKETS:

NEW ZEALAND
RUGBY LEAGUE
SELECTORS

NZRL WOULD LIKE TO THANK
THE 2008 KIWIS SELECTORS FOR
THEIR DEDICATION AND HARD
WORK THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

Howie Tamati (Convener of Selectors)

Tony Kemp
Wayne Bennett
Stephen Kearney

Darrell Williams




2008 KIWIS

INTERNATIONAL
MATCH REPORTS
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CENTENARY TEST
FRIDAY, MAY 9 - SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND
V AUSTRALIA - LOST 12-28

]
Australian Rugby League celebrated its 100th anniversary with a decisive but
still hard-earned 16-point victory over the Pirtek Kiwis in the ARL’s Centenary
Test. While disappointed with yet another loss to the Kangaroos in a history
showing only 28 New Zealand wins in 114 clashes, the Pirtek Kiwis could still
take plenty out of the contest played in front of almost 35,000.

They suffered two major setbacks on the injury front which did nothing to
help their cause. Standoff Ben Roberts withdrew with a hamstring strain
so Warriors standoff Lance Hohaia, the side’s 19th man, was called in as
a replacement. There was a further blow when captain Roy Asotasi was
forced to leave the field in the first half and never returned.

That disruption coincided with a poor start for the New Zealanders. Unable
to mount pressure in the opening quarter, they found themselves down
0-22 in as many minutes, a start they were always going to struggle to
recover from. There was ample evidence of resolve in the side, and in the
opening minutes of the second spell that was translated into a magnificent
try to centre losia Soliola, converted by Jeremy Smith.

Australia stretched the margin to 22 points once again when Johnathan
Thurston’s deft kick in behind the New Zealand defence was turned into an
Israel Folau try in the 65th minute. It would be the Kangaroos’ only points
of the second half, in fact their only points in the last hour of the contest.

The Kiwis found one more try in the final minute to winger Sam Perrett, superbly
converted by debutant Issac Luke to bring the final score back to 12-28.
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TEST MATCH
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 - MT SMART STADIUM, AUCKLAND
V TONGA - WON 56-8

S A A A A
The Pirtek Kiwis completed their build-up for the 2008 Rugby League World
Cup by swamping Tonga in a 10-try rout. The 56-8 victory — which enabled
the Kiwis to become the first holders of the Peter Leitch QSM Pacific Cup
Challenge Trophy — followed a 44-10 victory by the All Golds (largely the
Kiwis’ World Cup side) over the New Zealand Maori in New Plymouth six
days earlier.

Spearheading the success in the Kiwis’' fourth test against Tonga was
standoff Benji Marshall in his first test appearance in New Zealand. His
previous three tests had all been played in Brisbane.

The Wests Tigers star had a hand in many of the tries as well as scoring twice
himself. One of the beneficiaries of Marshall's work was Warriors centre
Jerome Ropati, whose first test appearance since the 2006 Tri Nations series
netted three tries. Ropati actually dotted down four times, only to have his
would-be fourth try rubbed out by the video referee on an obstruction call.

Also scoring two tries — two of the first three of the match in fact — was
winger Jason Nightingale.
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RUGBY LEAGUE WORLD CUP - GAME 1
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26 - SYDNEY FOOTBALL STADIUM

V AUSTRALIA - LOST 6-30
]
The Pirtek Kiwis had a disappointing start to their 2008 Rugby League World
Cup campaign in Sydney. They were determined to stop the Australians
making a fast start to the second match in the competition’s top pool. And
they essentially achieved that goal, conceding an early penalty and converted
try but coming straight back into the contest when standoff Benji Marshall put
second rower Sika Manu across to close the score up to 6-8.

The Kangaroos, though, reacted with their second try to debutant winger
Joel Monaghan, giving them a 14-6 halftime lead. The Pirtek Kiwis were
unable to play their way into a stronger position in the second half as Australia
uncorked three more tries, two of them to Israel Folau, to win by 24 points.

Despite the loss, Kearney was still pleased with the efforts of some of the
side’s younger forwards, especially props Sam Rapira and Adam Blair as
well as back rower Manu.
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RUGBY LEAGUE WORLD CUP - GAME 2
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 - SKILLED PARK, ROBINA
V PAPUA NEW GUINEA - WON 48-6

A A A A A A A A
The Pirtek Kiwis put their 2008 Rugby League World Cup campaign back
on track with a crushing 42-point winning margin over Papua New Guinea.
It was the first time the two countries had met since the Kiwis had a 64-0
win in Palmerston North in 1996.

With Adam Blair and captain Nathan Cayless taking the Pirtek Kiwis forward
from the outset, they had four tries and a 22-0 lead at halftime against a
side that had lost just 22-32 to England.

After Warriors centre Jerome Ropati had opened the scoring with a
ninth-minute try — giving him seven in seven tests — his club-mate Simon
Mannering picked up a double before winger Sam Perrett collected a lovely
wide pass from Benji Marshall for the first of his two tries. Marshall, though,
was used for only 40 minutes. With some tightness in his hamstring muscle
close to halftime, Kearney decided against risking him in the second half.

While Papua New Guinea countered with a fine try to left winger David
Moore in the 48th minute, the Pirtek Kiwis were in search and destroy mood
after that. In all they scored five tries in the space of 21 minutes. One of
them was to Blair while interchange forwards Issac Luke, David Fa'alogo
and Greg Eastwood all joined him in scoring their maiden test tries. The
other four pointer was Perrett's second while left winger Manu Vatuvei was
denied a try on a contentious forward pass call.

Pleased as he was with the effort and the result, Kearney said he knew England
would provide a stern examination in Newcastle next Saturday night.

b ]
RUGBY LEAGUE WORLD CUP - GAME 3
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8 - ENERGYAUSTRALIA
STADIUM, NEWCASTLE

V ENGLAND - WON 36-24
e —— ]

Manu Vatuvei's record four-try harvest powered the Pirtek Kiwis to victory
over England in their final pool match at the Rugby League World Cup.
With one try in the first half and three in the second, the 22-year-old helped
to rescue his side after a disappointing first half when they were 8-24 down
at one stage.

But the New Zealanders were certainly impressive in the second half,
completely shutting England out to gain success — their first against a major
test-playing nation since 2006.

Vatuvei’s four-try haul was a record for a New Zealander in a World Cup
match and equalled the mark held by three other players — Australians Mat
Rogers and Wendell Sailor and England’s Keith Fielding. He underlined
once again what an asset he is when the ball ends up in his hands regularly.
England simply couldn’t contain him.

However, it wasn't until the 70th minute that New Zealand hit the lead for
the first time when hooker Issac Luke landed a close-range penalty to put
his side 26-24 up. There was time after that to stretch the final advantage
to 36-24 with tries to Nathan Fien and Vatuvei. For Fien, it was his first try
for New Zealand.

e ———— ]

RUGBY LEAGUE WORLD CUP - SEMI-FINAL
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 - SUNCORP STADIUM,
BRISBANE

V ENGLAND - WON 32-22
e "]

Halfback Benji Marshall’s 79th-minute try sealed a third Rugby League World
Cup final appearance for New Zealand when it held off England in their semi-
final clash. With their 32-22 success, the Pirtek Kiwis eliminated the Tony Smith-
coached side to book a place in the final, again in Brisbane, a week later.

On a night when the Kiwi Ferns savaged Australia 34-0 in the Women'’s
World Cup final, the Kiwis had the satisfaction of not only reaching the final,
but also savouring their second successive win against England in a week.

Coach Stephen Kearney and adviser Wayne Bennett had demanded a
vastly improved start in this semi-final and the players obliged as Sam
Perrett, Lance Hohaia and Jerome Ropati all scored inside the first 23
minutes to give the Pirtek Kiwis a 16-0 lead. That was a major reversal
after labouring against England in Newcastle, when the Kiwis conceded an
8-24 margin at one point.

This time they were far more assured and urgent but, having created what
should have been a winning platform, they then let England back into
the contest. First captain Jamie Peacock powered across, and right on
halftime England put on a perfectly executed kick and chase play from a
scrum for standoff Danny McGuire to score, closing the margin to 16-10 in
New Zealand'’s favour at the break.

Second rower Bronson Harrison, who was promoted to start the test with
Sika Manu going to the bench, scored a brilliant try in the 57th minute,
blasting onto a great short ball from halfback Nathan Fien. With Jeremy
Smith’s conversion, the Kiwis had a 22-10 lead — only to allow England
back within six points again when centre Martin Gleeson scythed through
New Zealand's left side defence.

When England failed to cover a Fien kick, Ropati had his second try — his ninth
try in as many tests — and the New Zealand side was out to a 28-16 lead. This,
though, was proving to be a night when the Kiwis couldn’t quite put England
away. The bulldog spirit came through once more, McGuire snatching a
second try and Rob Burrow’s conversion had the score-line reading 28-22
with six minutes to go. It made for a tense final phase, the Pirtek Kiwis just
ahead in a match that ought to have been put to bed by then. Finally it was,
when Marshall swooped on another England error for a gift try.

b —

RUGBY LEAGUE WORLD CUP - FINAL
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 - SUNCORP STADIUM,
BRISBANE

V AUSTRALIA - WON 34-20

S A A A A A A A A A
In front of 50,000 plus spectators, the Pirtek Kiwis gave the game what could
potentially be a new future by overturning the much-vaunted Australians
34-20 in the 2008 Rugby League World Cup grand final.

In two previous appearances in the final, in 1988 and 2000, New Zealand
had been well beaten by the Australians. But this match proved to be a
wonderful exception as the Kiwis, benefiting from their build-up of five
tests in the previous five weeks, overcame a 0-10 deficit to spring one of
the greatest sporting upsets (although inside the New Zealand camp the
outcome was anything but unexpected).

The scene was set for an epic opening as the Kiwis got within centimetres
of their opponents while performing their traditional pre-game haka, the
emotion spilling over into several heavy hits early in the contest. And
feeding off a vastly superior completion rate, New Zealand was ultimately
able to dictate terms.

Just days earlier Australian fullback Billy Slater was named the world’s best
player. But he was guilty of a moment of madness which, together with a
dash of controversy (specifically a penalty try awarded to New Zealand),
helped the Kiwis to their unprecedented triumph.

Massive underdogs heading into the match, the Kiwis pulled off the biggest
turn-up in World Cup history as the Kangaroos surrendered their No 1
ranking to their trans-Tasman rivals with their first loss since 2006.

The Aussies were left lamenting a series of blunders and a call from video
referee Steve Ganson - the Englishman awarding the Pirtek Kiwis a penalty
try with 10 minutes remaining which extended New Zealand's lead to
beyond a converted try.

Adam Blair then confirmed the win with a try four minutes from time to
revive memories of their memorable 2005 Tri-Nations final triumph.

In the penalty try decision, Ganson ruled Australian winger Joel Monaghan
had taken out Lance Hohaia as he chased through a Benji Marshall kick.

The Australians had just got themselves back into the contest when Darren
Lockyer, who scored two tries, sent Greg Inglis over to cut the deficit to 22-20,
coming after Slater's season of magic combusted with a monumental brain-snap.

Slater, who had a stunning first half in which he set up tries for Lockyer and
David Williams, chanced his arm one too many times with his flirtation with
the touchline ending in disaster as he flicked the ball infield 10 metres from
his own line only to watch Marshall pounce and dive over for a 22-16 lead
with just 19 minutes remaining.

It set up the sort of grandstand finish tournament officials had been craving
after the Australians had romped though the preliminary rounds with
massive winning margins over every opponent.
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CENTENARY TEST
NEW ZEALAND V. AUSTRALIA, 09 MAY 2008,

SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND, SYDNEY
Pirtek Kiwis 12 Kangaroos 28

Tries Tries
Goals

Goals

ALL GOLDS V. NEW ZEALAND MAORI
12 OCTOBER 2008,
YARROW STADIUM, NEW PLYMOUTH

All Golds 44 New Zealand Maori 10
Tries Tries

Goals
Goals

.12 New Zealand Rugby League

PIRTEK KIWIS V. TONGA
18 OCTOBER 2008, MT. SMART STADIUM,
AUCKLAND

Pirtek Kiwis 56 Tonga 8

Tries Tries

Goals

WORLD CUP - GAME 1
KIWIS V. KANGAROOS
26 OCTOBER 2008
SYDNEY FOOTBALL STADIUM, SYDNEY

Kiwis 6 Kangaroos 30
Tries Tries
Goals
Goals
Penalty

WORLD CUP - GAME 2
KIWIS V. PAPUA NEW GUINEA
O1 NOVEMBER 2008,
SKILLED PARK, GOLD COAST

Kiwis 48 Papua New Guinea 6
Tries Tries

Goals
Goals

WORLD CUP - GAME 3
KIWIS V. ENGLAND
08 NOVEMBER 2008,
ENERGY AUSTRALIA STADIUM, NEWCASTLE

Kiwis 36 England 24
Tries Tries

Goals
Goals

WORLD CUP - SEMI-FINAL
KIWIS V. ENGLAND
15 NOVEMBER 2008,
SUNCORP STADIUM, BRISBANE

Kiwis 32 England 22

Tries Tries

Goals
Goals
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WORLD CUP - FINAL
KIWIS V. KANGAROOS
22 NOVEMBER 2008,
UNCORP STADIUM, BRISBANE

"~~~

Kiwis 34 Australia 20

Tries Jeremy Smith, Jerome Ropati,
Lance Hohaia, Benji Marshall,
Adam Blair Goals Johnathan Thurston (2)
Penalty Try Lance Hohaia

Goals Issac Luke (2), Benji Marshall (2)

Tries Darren Lockyer (2), David
Williams, Greg Inglis
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