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Publisher’s Note

The rainy season is here.

We at JUAN Philippines believe that rain or shine, there are 
infi nite destinations waiting to be discovered. So don’t let the 
rain dampen your thirst for adventure, take out your rain coat 
and let the beauty of the Philippines shine through.

In this issue, we go down south to experience Tagaytay, a 
short drive from Manila.  Let’s revisit this  favorite weekend 
getaway.

After relishing the cool breeze of Tagaytay, we go up north to 
Zambales to discover  Potipot Island. Experience its tranquil-
ity as the waves lull you to sleep.

Of course, the issue would not be complete without a taste 
of Filipino festivity.  In this issue, we feature the beautiful & 
colorful Kadayawan Festival of Davao.

We travel far and wide to bring you the best of the Philippines.  
With more than 7,107 islands, imagine the possibilities.
Experience the Philippines now!

Let JUAN be Your Ultimate Travel Guide!

Teddy Cruz, III
PUBLISHER

We welcome your views or comments on our magazine and any of 
our feature articles. 

Be “JUAN” of us! Submit your travelogue & pictures of your recent 
trips around the Philippines.  Pictures should be at least 300 dpi high 
resolution. Don’t forget to attach a simple caption on your pictures.  
Email:  publisher@juanphilippines.com/  juanphilippines@gmail.com

Be part of our myspace account & multiply account www.myspace.
com/juanphil  & www.juanphilippines.multiply.com.

Visit our website www.juanphilippines.com.
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USEFUL FILIPINO WORDS
Hello?   Kumusta? 
Goodbye   Paalam  
Thank You  Salamat  
You’re Welcome  Walang Anuman 
Yes / No   Oo / Hindi 
How much?  Magkano? 
Sorry   Paumanhin po 
Good Morning  Magandang Umaga
Good afternoon  Magandang tanghali
Good evening  Magandang gabi 
Hot   Mainit  
Cold   Malamig  
Rain   Ulan  
Sun   Araw  

Breakfast   Almusal  
Lunch   Tanghalian 
Dinner   Hapunan  
Bread   Tinapay  
Cheese   Keso  
Chicken   Manok  
Meat   Karne  
Egg   Itlog  
Fish   Isda  
Fruit   Prutas  
Pork   Baboy  
Ice Cream  Sorbetes  
Rice   Kanin  
Water   Tubig  
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Travel Tips

In the Philippines, it is always advised to bring 
clothes for hot weather. Bring light clothes. It’s 
always safe to have thosehandy white shirts 
around. Like in any foreign country, be careful 
of pickpockets. Always bring that handy insect-
repellant. When shopping, always haggle. 
Mingle with the locals.  They always give the 
best tips. Be adventurous!

Pack light. Bring only essentials like sunscreen, 
medicine, at least two swimsuits, extra plastic 
bags, a pair of slippers, one formal clothing (just 
in case), toiletries, camera and extra money. Plan 
your outfi ts prior to leaving to avoid packing too 
much or too little. Write down all you intend to 
do to be more organized.

Keep your cash hidden in different places just in 
case you lose something. Make sure you leave 
some room in your luggage for souvenirs or 
other purchases.

Research about the place before traveling. It's 
best to be informed about weather conditions, 
local customs, hangouts, etc.
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Every year, I go on a short and peaceful 
drive to a breathtaking place embraced by 
cool breeze and delightful sunshine. Every 
year, I spend my mornings admiring the 
spectacular view of a sparkling lake from 
my hotel room with a warm cup in hand. 
This year, I am going to travel with com-
pany. Come and join me on a quick tour of 
the country’s second summer capital – the 
city of Tagaytay.

Located in the province of Cavite (which 
is just an hour’s drive from Manila), the 
city of Tagaytay is one of the most visited 
tourist attractions in the Philippines because 
of the fi ne, little treasures it possesses. Its 
cool weather and beautiful atmosphere is 
what makes it one of the favorite getaways 
of those who seek respite from the daily 
pressures of life in the metropolis.
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JUAN’s Destination

A Quick Break
In Tagaytay

By Shirley de Guzman



A BRIEF HISTORY

According to legend, the name Tagaytay 
came from two words: Taga, which means, 
“to cut” and itay, which means, “father”. It 
has been said that there was once a father 
and a son who were out on a wild, boar 
hunt when an animal unexpectedly attacked 
them. Petrifi ed, the boy cried, “Taga, Itay!”. 
The residents heard the cry, which became 
the subject of conversation for several days 
in the countryside. After a time, the place 
where the screams were once heard from 
became what is now called Tagaytay.

Today, this city is a popular weekend 
residential for both local and foreign 
visitors who seek leisure and relaxation. 

TAAL VOLCANO FOR A DAY

One of my favorite sights to visit whenever 
I’m in Tagaytay is the popular, must-see 
tourist attraction which is the majestic Taal 
Volcano, a volcano within a lake, which 
is reputed to be the world’s smallest, yet, 
most active. 

The perfect place to get a great view of 
this exhilarating sight is at the Taal Vista 
Lodge Hotel, where you can also visit 
the nearby gardens for free and enjoy an 
appetizing Filipino lunch buffet after. If that 
isn’t enough to savor, I recommend you 
arrange a trip to the volcano island at the 
Taal Lake Yacht Club. There, you can rent a 
banca (native outrigger boat) to take you on 

an unforgettable, volcanic ride or you can 
rent an escape sailboat for a lesser price and 
still get a full adrenaline blast.

For an even thrilling adventure, try volcano 
climbing. Oh, yes. The chills don’t stop at 
the base of Taal Island’s natural creation. 
Travellers may climb either the new crater 
or the old one. The jump-off point is in the 
small town of Talisay on the shore of the 
Taal Lake. This experience is a must try for 
it is one of its kind. I suggest you make an 
early start so that you can be back in Talisay 
just in time for a hearty fi sh lunch at one of 
the many native-cuisine restaurants there.

If you are up for some water fun, kayaks 
and windsurfers are available at the Taal 
Lake Yacht Club. Camping is also allowed 
there. At nightfall, many campers can be 
found enjoying their ice-cold beer under 
the stars. And by daylight, they are seen 
heading off to another tourist destination. 
Perhaps, Picnic Groove.

BASKING AT PICNIC GROVE

Picnic Grove is a lively playground where 
there is always something exciting for 
everyone to do. It is the perfect spot for 
families, friends and even colleagues to 
enjoy numerous activities such as picnics, 
horseback riding and sightseeing. It has a 
mini park fi lled with loads of laughter and 
it provides a fi ne view of the volcano far 
below. Rental cottages are also available for 
those who would like to stay overnight. 
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A VIEW FROM THE SKY

People’s Park in the Sky carries some 
history along with its name. Located 
in Mt. Gonzales, this used to be called 
“Palace in the Sky” during former President 
Ferdinand Marcos’ regime. This tourist 
attraction is the unfi nished mansion of 
the late president, which was built for the 
offi cial state visit of former US President and 
Mrs. Ronald Reagan. Today, it is a mixture 
of both natural and man-made attractions, 
situated on the highest point of Tagaytay. 
I have seen the Taal Volcano from different 
locations in the city and it is without doubt 
that it is in People’s Park in the Sky that the 
most spectacular view is found. 

WANTING FOR MORE

With its cool climate, balmy winds and 
foggy mists, Tagaytay City is, indeed, one 
of the perfect choices for a quick break.  Not 
only is it a place with numerous outdoor 
activities to choose from, but it is also a 
place close to beaches, golf courses, casinos 
and theme parks.   

Casino Filipino Tagaytay offers gaming 
pleasure as well as great entertainment. 
Just a quick 15 minutes away from the 
casino is the Banyan Tree Evercrest Hotel and 
Country Club designed by golf legend 
Arnold Palmer. Situated in Nasugbu, 
Batangas, it boasts of an 18-hole par 72 
championship golf course and offers 
fi rst-class amenities, including a fi ve-star 
hotel. The course measures 6,702 yards and 
plays to a par of 72. 

For amusement park lovers, Enchanted 
Kingdom in Santa Rosa, Laguna is just 
half an hour away. This Filipino version of 
Disneyland is defi nitely a wholesome treat 
that families and friends will surely enjoy 
checking out.

There are several nearby beaches and 
resorts that you must visit before 
heading on home. The White Cove Resort in 
Nasugbu, Batangas is just 45 minutes away 
from the Royal Tagaytay Inn. This beach 
resort boasts of its white sand and clear 
waters. Truly, a great place to stop over 
for a few hours to get a nice, warm bronze. 
Among the other beaches to see are 
Caylabne Beach and Puerto Azul Resort in 
Cavite.

SEE YOU THERE!

For our foreign and local friends who are 
thinking about visiting, Tagaytay City is 
just an hour’s drive from Manila’s Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport (NAIA). 

The fastest way to get to there is to take 
the South Luzon Expressway (SLEX). 
Make an exit at Santa Rosa, and then 
turn right on the main road. In about 15 
minutes tops you will be in Tagaytay. 
When you begin to feel the cool wind 
brush through your hair from outside 
your window, you know you have 
fi nally arrived. The next thing to do is to 
just simply chill. 

A VIEW FROM THE SKY
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Every third week of August, 
Dabaweños come out to celebrate the 
annual Kadayawan Festival –  a more than 
weeklong celebration of thanksgiving for 
nature’s bountiful harvest and a  tribute to 
its indigenous peoples.

Dubbed as Mindanao’s Festival of Festi-
vals, this internationally renowned festival 
features fruits and fl owers parade, trade 
fairs, traditional songs, dances, and games, 
and other activities. The Kadayawan sa 
Dabaw parade has generated much 
excitement with its lavishly decorated, 
fruit and fl ower fl oats and the Indak-
Indak sa Kadalanan street dance competi-
tion. Davao’s creative artists, folklorists, 
businessmen, and other sectors of society 
band together to  show that a concerted 
effort will result in Davao’s prosperity, an 
inspiring thought for all Mindanaoans.

The festival coincides with the harvest 
time of Davao’s various fruits and the 
blooming of the waling-waling. It is a 
bountiful month with much agricultural 
produce, in particular, the durian. And 
orchids, chrysanthemums, dendrobi-
ums, roses and anthuriums are literally 
overfl owing Davao’s streets at this time of 
year. 

The Kadayawan was fi rst institutionalized 
in 1986 to unite the Davaoeños right after 

Kadayawan Festival: 
Mindanao’s Festival of Festivals

the turbulent Martial Law years. Christened 
then as “Apo Duwaling”, after the city’s 
famous icons - Mt. Apo, Durian and 
Waling-waling, the festival was later 
renamed to “Kadayawan” - from the word 
“dayaw” meaning anything that is good, 
valuable, superior or beautiful - to better 
refl ect the merry spirit and indigenous 
theme of the celebration. 

Today, the Kadayawan is more than just 
a celebration of agricultural harvest.  It 
is also thanksgiving for the gifts and 
bounties of nature, the wealth of culture, 
and serenity of living. It is also during this 
time when Davaoeños and Mindanaoans 
manifest their committed effort in the nurtur-
ing of culture, understanding of history and 
appreciating art as part of the city’s total 
development.

This year, the festivities will kick-off on 
August 8, the day the city government will 
also inaugurate and open to the public the 
renovated PTA Grounds Park,  and end on 
August 19.

While this year, the festival will not have 
the search for the Hiyas ng Kadayawan, 
the festival’s beauty pageant,  and the 
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Kadayawan Festival will be held in Davao 
City from August 18 to 24, 2008.

Indak-Indak street dancing competition, the  
festival will not be wanting in attractions 
that would focus more on the culture and 
tradition of tribal natives. 

The festival will feature dance presentations 
depicting the history of Mindanao. The 
daily cultural showcase of the city’s eight 
tribal groups will dominate the 12-day 
scheduled festivities.  From August 10 to 
17, the tribes will take turns in showcasing 
their culture through food, dances, rituals, 
and other presentations at the Rizal Park.

The eight tribes are the Manobo-Ubo, 
Ata-Matigsalog, Bagobo-Tagabawa, Bago-
bo-Guiangan, Kalagan, Maguindanao, 
Maranao and Tausug.

Join the indigenous tribes of Davao in their 
annual thanksgiving feast and take part 
in a celebration of food, festivities, street 
dancing and revelry, culminating in a 
colorful parade that captures the region’s 
rich cultural heritage.
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Potipot:  Island of Tranquility
By Raselle Denilla
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Potipot Island was not part of the 
well-beaten path. Leonardo Di Caprio’s 
“The Beach” comes to my mind when 
talking about this discovery. It was 
not a place known by many, but was 
simply a whispered word, a carefully 
guarded secret among the circles of 
adventurers and sea lovers. As such, this 
pristine and unspoilt piece of Philippine 
beach front remained  hidden from the 
assaults of commercial tourism, 
until one day, a tongue slipped, to an 
eavesdropper’s delight. And as they 
say, the rest is history. 

Thanks to the wonders of the internet, 
words about Potipot Island spread like 
wildfi re. After all, people say its unfair 
to keep its wonders secret. Potipot is 
situated in Zambales near the coast of 
Uacon, Candelaria. Zambales was once 
the center of attention when it came 
to beautiful beaches but when the Mt. 
Pinatubo erupted, it was relegated 
as a non-primary tourist destination. 
Through the continuous effort of the 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority 
(SBMA), once again Zambales is 



emerging as one of the favorite the 
destinations of the adventurous souls. 

You can reach Zambales, particular-
ly Uacon, Candelaria through buses 
coming from Caloocan City. Travel time 
usually takes 7 hours from Manila. If it 
will be your fi rst time and plan to go 
there through private transport, just be 
sure to leave Manila early so you may 
reach Zambales before sunset. This may 
help you in asking directions in case 
you are lost and need to confi rm that 
you are still on the right track. As well 
seasoned travelers know, you will fi nd 
it hard to fi nd people to ask directions 
from when the night sets in. 

From Manila, take the North Luzon 
Expressway and exit at San Fernando. 
From there, just follow the road all the 
way toward Olongapo City. Just before 
the city boundary of Olongapo, there 
is an alternate route via the Subic Base 
Metropolitan Authority (SBMA). Take 
this route if you want to avoid pass-
ing through the city. Exit at its Kalak-
lan gate then head northwestward to 
Subic town, Castillejos, San Marcelino, 
up to the junction near San Narciso. 
From the junction, turn right and head 
towards and pass thru the  towns of San 
Narciso, San Felipe, Cabangan, Boto-
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lan, up to Iba. From Iba, drive for 
Masinloc then enter Candelaria. Do not 
follow the signs entering the Candelaria 
town proper. Instead, continue along 
the National Road. By now you should 
be passing signs pointing towards the 
Dawal Beach Resort, which is your 
primary objective. We discovered that 
this resort serves as the gateway for 
most tourists towards the island.

Experiencing Potipot can be accom-
plished in two ways. Some visitors stay 
in the resorts at the shores of Uacon 
while others camp at Potipot and spend 
the night sleeping in tents. Since we 
arrived late into the night, we decided 
to book a room at the Dawal Beach 
Resort and just head on to the island 
next morning. According to the hotel 
reception offi cer, bancas are available to 
take you to the island as early as 7am.

We woke up at 6am, and went to the 
market to buy some foodstuffs. At 
the reception desk also they sell ripe 
mangoes. Aside from food, lotion 
and the all-important camera, don’t 
forget to bring trash bags with you. It is 
defi nitely wrong to leave your trash on 
the island. At precisely 7am, we met the 
banca. You can rent a banca for 400php 
for 2 to 3 passengers from Uacon to 
the island. Just 15 minutes and you are 
already there. Be ready to pay 50php 
to the caretaker for the entrance fee to 
the island. The banca will head back to 
shore to ferry more passengers, so be 
sure to make arrangements as to what 
time you want to be picked up.

Potipot is an interestingly small island. 
In fact, one can go around the island 
in less than an hour. It is not a public 
beach but privately owned. There are 
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no resorts on the island, and it rests 
separated from the mainland by a wide 
yet calm body of water. Potipot is like 
an oasis, because while it is near enough 
from shores of Zambales that one is not 
really in the middle of nowhere, it is 
far enough that one feels peaceful and 
content to be away from the fast paced 
city life. Since there are quite a num-
ber of people who already know about 
the place, you cannot play “castaway” 
during the peak months. We did ar-
rive a little early, so for a brief moment 
we had the island to ourselves. I sug-
gest you do the same. There are also no 
stalls or vendors in the area so you have 
to bring everything you need while 
you are there. Some people might this 
absence of stores inconvenient. I fi nd it 
refreshing because its really just you, 
the sand and the ocean conversing 
about peace and tranquility.

If you want calm waters and almost 
no waves, choose the part of the island 
facing the Zambales shores and set up 
your cozy beach mat under the big ara-
tilles tree. On the other hand, if you want 
to hear the sound of crashing waves 
enjoy the feeling of water lapping 
at you feet while you walk on sand, 
choose the part of the island facing the 
open sea. The pristine waters of Potipot 
encourages everyone to dip and enjoy 
the cool sea. Go snorkeling if you wish 

or play in the powdery white sand. 
Watch the sunset while walking down 
on the shore. Set up a tent and camp 
or watch the moon and count the stars 
at night. You may also opt to go there 
early just after the sun rise so you can 
secure the good spot to spend and enjoy 
the rest of your day.

At the end of the day what Potipot 
offers is a blank slate. Unlike well-
trodden beaches where you feel 
somewhat compelled to go through 
the same beach experience over and 
over again, Potipot gives you the 
essence of what life at beach is all about. 
It’s not  binge drinking, riding jet skis 
or hard partying, but however cheesy it 
may sound, it’s being one with nature. 
It’s about removing one’s self from 
the fast-paced city life and trying to 
rediscover the natural rhythm of life 
among the constant sound of the waves. 
Trust me you have to be there to know 
what I mean.

no resorts on the island, and it rests or play in the powdery white sand. 
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CLARK INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT CORPORATION

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Diosdado Macapagal International Airport

FLIGHT SCHEDULE

DAY  OPERATOR  FLIGHT NO. ROUTE  ETA ETD

MONDAY  AIR ASIA  AKO32/AKO33 KUL-CRK-KUL 1115H 1145H
  CEBU PACIFIC 5J-588/5J-589 CEB-CRK-CEB 1140H 1210H
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR506/TR903 SIN-CRK-MFM 1255H 1325H
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR902/TR507 MFM-CRK-SIN 1530H 1600H
  SEAIR  DG216  MPH-CRK  1500H *
  AIR ASIA  AK502/AK503 BKI-CRK-BKI 1620H 1645H
  ASIANA  0Z707/0Z708 ICN-CRK-ICN 2355H 0115H
TUESDAY  SEAIR  DG 215  CRK-MPH  * 0800H
  TRANSGLOBAL T7-777/T7-778 CRK-BKK-CRK 1740H 1040H
  AIR ASIA  AKO32/AKO33 KUL-CRK-KUL 1115H 1145H
  ASIANA  OZ7073/OZ7083 ICN-CRK-ICN 1140H 1310H
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR506/TR903 SIN-CRK-MFM 1255H 1325H
  SEAIR  DG222  MPH-CRK  1545H *
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR902/TR507 MFM-CRK-SIN 1530H 1600H
  AIR ASIA  AK502/AK503 BKI-CRK-BKI 1620H 1645H
  ASIANA  0Z707/0Z708 ICN-CRK-ICN 2355H 0115H
WEDNESDAY SEAIR  DG 205  CRK-MPH  * 0730H
  AIR ASIA  AKO32/AKO33 KUL-CRK-KUL 1115H 1145H
  CEBU PACIFIC 5J-588/5J-589 CEB-CRK-CEB 1140H 1210H
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR506/TR903 SIN-CRK-MFM 1255H 1325H
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR902/TR507 MFM-CRK-SIN 1530H 1600H
  AIR ASIA  AK502/AK503 BKI-CRK-BKI 1620H 1645H
  SEAIR  DG228  MPH-CRK  1700H *
  ASIANA  0Z707/0Z708 ICN-CRK-ICN 2355H 0115H
THURSDAY  SEAIR  DG283  CRK-MPH  * 0800H
  TRANSGLOBAL T7-777/T7-778 CRK-BKK-CRK 1740H 1040H
  AIR ASIA  AKO32/AKO33 KUL-CRK-KUL 1115H 1145H
  ASIANA  0Z7073/OZ7083 ICN-CRK-ICN 1140H 1310H
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR506/TR903 SIN-CRK-MFM 1255H 1325H
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR902/TR507 MFM-CRK-SIN 1530H 1600H
  AIR ASIA  AK502/AK503 BKI-CRK-BKI 1620H 1645H
  SEAIR  DG216  MPH-CRK  1500H *
  ASIANA  0Z707/0Z708 ICN-CRK-ICN 2355H 0115H
FRIDAY  SEAIR  DG215  CRK-MPH  * 0800H
  AIR ASIA  AKO32/AKO33 KUL-CRK-KUL 1115H 1145H
  CEBU PACIFIC 5J-588/5J-589 CEB-CRK-CEB 1140H 1210H
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR506/TR903 SIN-CRK-MFM 1255H 1325H
  SEAIR  DG216  MPH-CRK  1500H *
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR902/TR507 MFM-CRK-SIN 1530H 1600H
  AIR ASIA  AK502/AK503 BKI-CRK-BKI 1620H 1645H
  ASIANA  0Z707/0Z708 ICN-CRK-ICN 2355H 0115H
SATURDAY  SEAIR  DG215  CRK-MPH  * 0800H
  TRANSGLOBAL T7-777/T7-778 CRK-BKK-CRK 1740H 1040H
  AIR ASIA  AKO32/AKO33 KUL-CRK-KUL 1115H 1145H
  ASIANA  0Z7073/OZ7083 ICN-CRK-ICN 1140H 1310H
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR506/TR903 SIN-CRK-MFM 1255H 1325H
  SEAIR  DG220  MPH-CRK  1400H *
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR902/TR507 MFM-CRK-SIN 1530H 1600H
  AIR ASIA  AK502/AK503 BKI-CRK-BKI 1620H 1645H
  ASIANA  0Z707/0Z708 ICN-CRK-ICN 2355H 0115H
SUNDAY  SEAIR  DG 283  CRK-MPH  * 0800H
  AIR ASIA  AKO32/AKO33 KUL-CRK-KUL 1115H 1145H
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR506/TR903 SIN-CRK-MFM 1255H 1325H
  TIGER AIRWAYS TR902/TR507 MFM-CRK-SIN 1530H 1600H
  AIR ASIA  AK502/AK503 BKI-CRK-BKI 1620H 1645H
  ASIANA  0Z707/0Z708 ICN-CRK-ICN 2355H 0115H

NOTE:

ASIANA - Additional fl ight effective on 22 JULY , 2008 to 25 OCT. 2008 every Tues, Thurs and Sat (ETA: 1140H  ETD: 1310H )
SEAIR - Effective 23 JUNE, 2008 to 12 OCT., 2008
TRANSGLOBAL - Effective 22 JULY, 2008 to 9 AUG., 2008 every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
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Fast Facts

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Philippines is made up of 7,107 islands 
covering a land area of 115,739 sq. m. (299,764 
sq. km.). Main island groups are Luzon, Visayas, 
and Mindanao. Capital is Manila. Time Zone is 
GMT + 8 hours.

CLIMATE

March to May is hot and dry. June to October 
is rainy, November to February is cool. Average 
temperatures: 78°F / 25°C to 90°F / 32°C; 
humidity is 77%.

POPULATION

There are a total of 88.6 million Filipinos as of 
the latest national census in 2007. Population 
growth is estimated at 2.36 percent annually. 
Luzon, the largest island group, accounts for 
more than half of the entire population.

LANGUAGES

Two offi cial languages --- Filipino and 
English. Filipino which is based on Tagalog, is the 
national language. English is also widely used 
and is the medium of instruction in higher 
education. Eight (8) major dialects spoken by 
majority of the Filipinos: Tagalog, Cebuano, 
Ilocano, Hiligaynon or Ilonggo, Bicol, Waray, 
Pampango, and Pangasinense.

Filipino is that native language which is used 
nationally as the language of communication 
among ethnic groups. Like any living language, 

Filipino is in a process of development through 
loans from Philippine languages and non-
native languages for various situations, among 
speakers of different social backgrounds, and for 
topics for conversation and scholarly discourse. 
There are about 76 to 78 major language groups, 
with more than 500 dialects.

RELIGIONS

Some 83% of Filipinos are Catholic. About 5% 
are Moslem. The rest are made up of smaller 
Christian denominations and Buddhist.

UNIT OF MEASURE

The Metric System is used in most trade and 
legal transactions.

ELECTRICITY

220 volts a/c is the common standard. 110 volts 
a/c is also used, especially in major hotels.

CURRENCY

The Philippines’ monetary unit is the peso, 
divided into 100 centavos. Foreign currency 
may be exchanged at any hotels, most large 
department stores, banks, and authorized 
money changing shops accredited by the 
Central Bank of the Philippines. International 
credit cards such as Visa, Diners Club, Bank 
Americard, Master Card, and American Express 
are accepted in major 
establishments.
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Island Pride

Why visit the Philippines?
Tourism in the country has blossomed in 
recent years. And for good reason.  There is so 
much to see and experience in our beautiful 
country.  Here are our top 5:

1. Island Hopping  - With 7107 islands, the 
Philippines is the sun-worshipper’s paradise.  
The tropical island experience at pristine 
beaches and world-class resorts is priceless.

2. Sweets to Go – There is quite an amount 
of things that can only be bought in the 
Philippines.  Philippine mangoes are without 
a doubt the best in the world.

3. Irresistible Populace – There is nothing 
quite like the Filipina beauty or the Filipino 
mannerism.  The alluring personalities, fi rst 
class talents, and quiet charm of Filipinos are 
attractions in themselves.  More than activities 
and destinations, our strength and best asset is 
our people.

4. Flora, Fauna and Aura – The Philippines is 
one of the most ecologically gifted areas.  The 
rice terraces of Banaue, fruit plantations of 
Laguna, fl ower farms in Tagayatay, lush 
forests of Bohol and the amazing 
marine life of Palawan give the Philippines a 
topography and atmosphere conducive for an 
adventurous getaway.

5. Infi nite smiles – Nothing can compare to 
Filipino hospitality – always accommodating 
and everything done with a smile.  We are 
famous worldwide for our warmth and 
generosity. Guaranteed to be infectious.
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July 2008

      FEAST OF OUR LADY 
      OF GUIBANG
July 1- July 2 | Gamu, Isabela
Annual feast day of the Miracu-
lous Lady of Guibang. 

       ALEGRIA DE ISABELA
      July 8 | Isabela City
A festival based on a legend 
that tells how the early towns-
folk survived a raging storm, 
where St. Isabela was seen 
blocking a giant wave. 

         T’NALAK FESTIVAL
         July 13 18 | Koronadal 
City, South Cotabato. An an-
nual celebration in South Co-
tabato which demonstrates the 
importance and signifi cance 
of t’nalak cloth as the cultural 
image of South Cotabato.

          PAHINUNGOD
          FESTIVAL July 14- July 
16 | Carrascal, Surigao del Sur
This is a Mardi gras performed 
around the streets of Carrascal 
in honor of their patroness, 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. 

          SUBAYAN KEG SUBA-
          NON FESTIVAL
July 15- July 16 | Ozamiz City, 
Misamis Occidental. A week-
long trade fair/ street dancing 
depict songs, dances and 
other forms of simulated social 
expression of the rich Subanon 
cultural heritage 
          LIBON PAROY 
          FESTIVAL July 22- July 
25 | Libon, Albay. Kataling-
kasan which means freedom 
and rebirth, is held in conjunc-
tion with the Libon Town Fiesta 
and the feast of its Patron 
Saint, St. James the Greater. 

           FEAST OF ST. MAR-
           THA (OLD)
July 29 | Municipality of Pate-
ros. A celebration of the Feast 
Day pf St. Martha marked by a 
mass followed by a proces-
sion. 
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Calendar of Events

          SAGAYAN FESTIVAL 
          (MARANAO WAR 
DANCE) July 2 | Tubod, Lanao 
del Norte. This festival depicts 
the rich Maranao culture pag-
eantry war dance performed 
by warriors & fan dance by the 
Maranao maidens held during 
Araw ng Lanao del Norte. 

        PAGODA SA WAWA
        July 4 | Bocaue, Bulacan
Held annually on the 1st 
Sunday of July in the town of 
Bocaue, the festival features a 
fl uvial parade in honor of the 
miraculous “Krus sa Wawa”.

        BANIG FESTIVAL
        July 5 | Badian, Cebu
In celebration of Badian’s 
Annual Fiesta, the festival 
showcases the Cebuano & 
Badianganon culture, tradition, 
delicacies & local products 
especially its famous “mats” 
(banig). 

              SUBLIAN FESTIVAL
              July 23 | Batangas 
City, Batangas. An annual 
celebration to pay homage to 
the Holy Cross for a bountiful 
harvest. 

            SINULOG DE TANJAY
            July 24 | Tanjay, Ne-
gros Oriental. Street dancing 
with mock battles between 
Moros and Christians followed 
by reconciliation through the 
intercession of the patron 
Señor Santiago.

            SAYAWAN
            July 25 | Compostela, 
Cebu. A feast in honor of St. 
James the Apostle celebrated 
with a street dancing and 
Barangayan. 

            TILIBYUGAN
            July 26 | Sapian, Capiz
It is the Sapianon’s way of 
celebrating their feast day in 
honor of their Patron Saint 
Anne every July 26 

             ABAYAN FESTIVAL
            July 30 | Butuan City
A riverside festivity in honor 
of Saint Anne, Patroness of 
Agusan River-highlighted with 
baroto races and indigenous 
games for men, women and 
children 
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           CORDOVA DINAGAT 
           FESTIVAL (FISHING 
RITUALS) August 10 16 | Cor-
dova, Cebu. The celebration 
honors the town’s most prized 
source of livelihood-fi shing. 
“Dinagat” means “anything” 
pertaining to the sea”. 

           KAADLAWAN HAN 
           SAMAR August 11 | 
Catbalogan Samar
Festivities to commemorate 
the foundation day of Samar 

           TSINELAS FESTIVAL
           August 25 | City of 
Gapan, Nueva Ecija. To mark 
the anniversary of the town’s 
cityhood, Gapan City holds its 
annual Tsinelas Festival

SUNDAY  MONDAY          TUESDAY
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            JINAWA FESTIVAL 
            August 27- August 28 
Gigaquit, Surigao del Norte
A local rendition of the clas-
sic Christian-moro confl ict 
interpreted through songs 
and dances

           PALADONG 
           FESTIVAL 
August 28 | Hinatuan, 
Surigao del Sur. The art 
of performing the ritual of 
“ladong” conducted by a 
“landongan”. 

          NATIONAL HEROES 
          DAY August 29 | San 
Carlos City, Negros Oc-
cidental. A celebration paying 
homage to people who 
fought for freedom, usually 
held with a cultural program 
and fl ower 

           KAYABA: GUIMARAS 
           – ILOILO CROSS 
CHANNEL SWIM August 30 
| Iloilo City. A cross channel 
swim to create awareness to 
preserve the Iloilo river

WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY      FRIDAY                 SATURDAY
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Calendar of Events

      PALU-PALO FESTIVAL   
      (GRAND CELEBRATION) 
August 4- August 5 | Basco, 
Batanes. A cultural presenta-
tion of the different municipali-
ties of Batanes

       MERCEDES FISHTIVAL 
       August 6- August 11 | 
Mercedes, Camarines
It is a fi shermen’s celebration 
of thanksigiving for the bless-
ings and bounty during the 
seafaring, fi shing expeditions 
and fi sh farming

       MINDANAO TRADE 
       EXPO August 7- August 
14 | Davao City. An Agro 
industrial trade fair with busi-
ness matching for the promo-
tion of Mindanao’s world class 
product. 

            “KUMBIRA” (FOOD 
            FESTIVAL) August 14 
16 | Cagayan de Oro City
Food & culinary competitions 
sponsored by the Cagayan 
de Oro Hotel and Restaurant 
Association (COHARA).

           LUBI-LUBI (COCO-
           NUT) FESTIVAL 
August 15 | Calubian, Leyte
The humble coconut tree gets 
its day in the spotlight as the 
town celebrates its Lubi-Lubi 
Festival. 

             ANNIVERSARY OF 
            CRY OF PUGAD-
LAWIN August 23 | Pugad 
lawin shrine, Brgy. Bahay 
Toro, Quezon City.
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EMBASSIES

Australia
Level 23 Tower 2 RCBC Plaza 
Ayala Avenue, Makati City
(63-2) 757-8100

Austria 
4th fl oor Prince Building, 
112 Roda St. Legaspi 
Village, Makati City
(63-2) 817-9191; 
(63-2) 817-4992

Bangladesh
2nd fl oor Ayala Wing BPI 
Building, 106 Paseo de Roxas 
cor. Perea St. Legaspi Village, 
Makati City
(63-2) 817-5010; 
(63-2) 817-5001

Cambodia
Unit 7-A7th fl r Country Space 
Bldg. Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, 
Makati City
(63-2) 818-9981

Canada
Level  6 to 8, Tower 2, RCBC 
Plaza 6819 Ayala Avenue, 
Makati City 
(63-2) 867-0001; 
(63-2) 867-0002

Chile
17th Floor, Liberty Center 
Building 104 H.V. de la Costa 
corner Leviste St. Salcedo 
Village, Makati City
(63-2) 810-3149; 
(63-2) 810-3687;
(63-2) 810-3820

China
4896 Pasay Road, 
Dasmarinas  Village Makati 
City
(63-2) 844-3148

Colombia
18th fl oor Aurora Tower 
Araneta Center, Quezon City 
(63-2) 911-3101

Cuba
Penthouse, Cacho Gonzales 
Building, 101 Aguirre cor. 
Trasierra Streets, Legaspi 
Village, Makati City
(63-2) 817-1192

Czech Republic
30th fl oor Rufi no Pacifi c Tower, 
Ayala Avenue Makati City
(63-2) 811-1155

Egypt
2229 Paraiso Cor. Banyan St. 
Dasmarinas Village, 
Makati City
(63-2) 843-9220; 
(63-2) 843-9232

Finland
21st fl oor BPI Center, Sen. Gil 
Puyat Avenue, Makati City
(63-2) 891-5011 to 17

France
16th fl oor Pacifi c Star Build-
ing, Sen Gil Puyat cor Makati 
Avenue, Makati City
(63-2) 8576900; 
811-1001 to 04

Germany
25/F Tower 2, RCBC Plaza 
6819 Ayala Ave. Makati City, 
Metro Manila
(63-2) 702-3000; 
(63-2) 702-3015

India 
2190 Paraiso St. Dasmarinas 
Village, Makati City
(63-2) 843-0101; 
(63-2) 843-0102

Indonesia
185 Salcedo St. Legaspi 

Village, Makati City
(63-2) 892-5061 to 68
(63-2) 818-4441

Iran
37 McKinley Road, 
Forbes Park, Makati City
(63-2) 888-4757 to 59

Israel
23rd fl oor, Trafalgar Plaza, 105 
H.V. Dela Costa St. Salcedo 
Village, Makati City 
(63-2) 892-5329 to 32
(63-2) 894-0441 to 43

Italy
6th fl oor ZETA Building 191 
Salcedo St. Legaspi Village, 
Makati City 
(63-2) 892-4531 to 34
19091012200 (Visa)

Japan
2627 Roxas Boulevard, 
Pasay City
(63-2) 551-5710

Korea 
10th fl oor Pacifi c Star 
Building Sen. Gil Puyat cor 
Makati Avenue, Makati City 
(63-2) 8116139-44

Kuwait
1230 Acacia Road, 
Dasmarinas Village 
Makati City 
(63-2) 887-6880 to 84

Libya
1644 Dasmarinas Village, 
Makati City 
(63-2) 817-7331 to 32

Malaysia
107 Tordesillas St. Salcedo 
Village, Makati City
(63-2) 817-4581 to 85
(63-2) 817-4551 to 53
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Mexico
2157 Paraiso St., Dasmarinas 
Village, Makati City 1222
(63-2) 812-2211/12/13
(63-2) 812-2225 
(Consular)

Netherlands
9th Floor, King’s Court 
Building I 2129 Don Chino Ro-
ces Avenue (formerly Pasong 
Tamo) Makati City    
(632) 812-5981; 
(632) 811-2512 

New Zealand
23rd fl oor BPI Center Sen. Gil 
Puyat Avenue, Makati City
(63-2) 891-5358 to 67

Nigeria
2211 Paraiso St. 
Makati City 
(63-2) 843-9866
(63-2) 843-9868
(63-2) 843-9870

Norway 
21st fl oor Petron Mega Plaza 
Building, 358 Sen. Gil Puyat 
Avenue, Makati City 
(63-2) 886-3245 to 49

Pakistan
6th fl oor Alexander House, 132 
Amorsolo St. Legaspi Village, 
Makati City 
(63-2) 817-2772; 
(63-2) 817-2776

Portugal
17th fl oor Unit D 
Trafalgar Plaza, 105 H.V. Dela 
Costa St. Salcedo  Village, 
Makati City
(63-2) 848-3789 to 90

Qatar
2056 Lumbang St. cor. 1398 
Caballero St. Dasmarinas 

Village, Makati City
(63-2) 887-4944 to 45

Russian Federation 
1245 Acacia Road, 
Dasmarinas Village, 
Makati City 
(63-2) 810-9614; 
(63-2) 893-0190

Saudi Arabia
389 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, 
Makati City
(63-2) 890-9735

Singapore
35th fl oor Tower I The 
Enterprise Centre, 6766 Ayala 
Avenue, Makati City
(63-2) 751-2345; 
(63-2) 751-2646

South Africa
29th Floor Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala 
Avenue, Makati City
(63-2) 889-9383   
(Trunk Line)

Spain
5th Floor, ACT Tower
135 Sen. Gil Puyat 
Avenue 1227 Makati City 
(chancery) 818-5526; 
759-2971 (Embassy)
818-3561; 818-3581; 
7592970 (Consulate) 

Sri Lanka
2260 Avocado Avenue 
Dasmarinas Village, 
Makati City
(63-2) 887-5222; 
(63-2) 887-5223

Sweden
16th Floor, Equitable PCI Bank 
Tower 2, Makati Avenue corner 
H.V. dela Costa Street, 
Makati City
(63-2) 811-7900

Switzerland
24th Floor, Equitable Bank 
Tower 8751 Paseo de Roxas 
1226 Makati City
757-9000;
757-9001 (Visa)
  
Thailand
Royal Thai Embassy Building 
107 Rada Street, 
Legaspi Village Makati City 
815-4219 to 20; 
816-0696 to 97; 
810-3833; 
817-4262 
(Consular)

Turkey
2268 Paraiso St. Dasmarinas 
Village, Makati City
(63-2) 843-9705; 
(63-2) 843-9707; 
(63-2) 887-6373

United Arab Emirates
22nd fl oor Renaissance 
Building, 215 Salcedo St. 
Legaspi Village, Makati City
(63-2) 817-3906

United Kingdom
15th to17th Floors, L.V. Locsin 
Building 6752 Ayala corner 
Makati Avenues, 1226 
Makati CIty

United States of America
Chancery Building, 1201 
Roxas Boulevard, Manila
Tel: 528-6300
Fax: 522-4361 

Venezuela
Unit 17 A, Multinational 
Bancorporation Center, 
6805 Ayala Avenue, 
Makati City 1227
(632) 845-2841;
845-2842 
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Vietnam
670 Pablo Ocampo St., 
Malate, Manila;  
521-6843; 
525-2837; 
524-0364

European Union
30/F Tower II, RCBC Plaza 
6819 Sen. Gil Puya cor. Ayala 
Ave., 1200 Makati City;
859-5100

TRANSPORTATION

AIRLINES

Air Philippines
R1 Hangar ATC, Gate 1 
Andrews Avenue, Nichols, 
Pasay City 
Tel (63-2) 855 9000
Fax (63-2) 851-7922

Asian Spirit
Domestic Road cor. Andrews 
Avenue, Pasay City
Tel (63-3) 851-8888
Fax (63-2) 851-1804 to 05

Cebu Pacifi c Air 
16/F Robinson’s 
Equitable Tower ADB Avenue 
cor. Poveda St. Ortigas Center, 
Pasig City 
Tel (63-2) 636-4938
Fax (63-2) 637-9165

Philippine Airlines
G/F Philippine Airlines Center 
Legaspi St. Legaspi Village, 
Makati City 
Tel (63-2) 855-8888
Fax (63-2) 853-7725

SEAIR
1020 2/F Dona 
Concepcion Building, Arnaiz 
Avenue, Makati City 

Tel (63-2) 884-1521
Fax (63-2) 844-3813

SHIPPING COMPANIES 

Negros Navigation 
Company Pier 2, North Harbor, 
Tondo Manila
Tel (63-2) 245-5588
Fax (63-2) 247-7427

WG&A Superferry
12/F Times Plaza Rower cor. 
U.N. and Taft  Avenue, 
Ermita, Manila
Tel (63-2) 528-7100
Fax (63-2) 528-7107

BUS LINES 

BLTB
EDSA, Malibay Pasay City
Tel (63-2) 833-5508

Phase II Bus Terminal 
Ali Mall Araneta Center Cubao, 
Quezon City
Tel (63-2) 913-1526

Philippine Rabbit 
1240 EDSA, Balintawak
Tel (63-2) 364-3477

RENT – A- CAR

Avis
2/F Guevent Commercial 
Center 54 LIbertad St. 
Mandaluyong City
(63-2) 533-0861
(63-2) 714-4060 to 61
Fax (63-2) 533-0785

Budget
Nayong Pilipino Compound, 
Pasay City
Tel (63-2) 888-6513
Fax (63-2) 851-0931

Nissan
UPRC Building 3, 2289 

Pasong Tamo Extension, 
Makati City
Tel (63-2) 816-1808

HOTELS

Discovery Suites
25 ADB Avenue, Ortigas 
Center, Pasig City 
Tel (63-2) 635-2222
Fax (63-2) 683-8333

Hyatt Regency Manila
2702 Roxas Boulevard, 
Pasay City
(63-2) 833- 1234; 
(63-2) 833- 5913

Makati Shangri-La 
Hotel Manila Ayala Cor. Makati 
Avenue Makati City
(63-2) 813- 8888; 
(63-2) 813- 5499

Mandarin Oriental Manila
Makati Avenue, Makati City
(63-2) 750-8888; 
(63-2) 819- 9659

Manila Diamond Hotel
Roxas Boulevard cor. 
Dr. J. Quintos St. Manlia
(63-2) 526- 2211; 
(63-2) 526- 2255

Manila Hotel
One Rizal Park, 1099 Manila
(632) 527- 0011; 
(632) 527- 0022/24

The Peninsula Manila
Ayala cor. Makati Avenue
Makati City 
(63-2) 810- 3456; 
(63-2) 815- 4825

DOT OFFICES

DOT – NCR
Rm. 207 DOT Bldg., 
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TM Kalaw St. 
Ermita, Manila
Tel. (02) 524-2345
525-6114
524-6566
523-8411

DOT- REGION I
Oasis Country Resort Hotel
National Highway, Sevilla
San Fernando, La Union
Tel. (072) 888-2411
888-2098

DOT- REGION II
No. 29- A. Rizal st.
Tuguegarao City, Cagayan
Tel. (078) 844-1621
846-2435

DOT- REGION III
Paskuhan Village
San Fernando, Pampanga
Tel. (045) 961-2665
961- 2621

DOT- REGION IV
2/F Room 208 DOT Bldg.
Rizal Park, Manila
Tel. (02) 524-1969
524-1528
526-7656

DOT- REGION V
Regional Center Site
Rawis, Legazpi City
Tel. (052) 482-0712
820-3664

DOT- REGION VI
Western Visayas Tourism 
Center
Capitol Grounds, Bonifacio 
Drive,
Iloilo City
Tel. (033) 337-5411
509-3550

DOT- REGION VI
Western Visayas Tourism 

Center
Capitol Grounds, Bonifacio 
Drive, Iloilo City
Tel. (033) 337-5411
509-3550

DOT- REGION VII
G/F LDM Bldg. Lapu- Lapu 
City, Cebu
Tel. (032) 254-2811
254-6077

DOT- REGION VIII
G/F Foundation Plaza Bldg.
Leyte Park Resort Compound
Magsaysay Blvd. Tacloban 
City
Tel. (053) 321-2048
321-4333

DOT- REGION IX
Lantaka Hotel by the Sea
Valderosa st., Zamboanga City
Tel. (062) 991-0218

DOT- REGION X
A. Velez st., Cagayan de Oro 
City
Tel.(PHILCOM) (08822) 
726-394
723-696
(088) 856-4048

DOT- REGION XI 
Door no. 7, Magsaysay Park 
Sta. Ana District, Davao City
Tel. (082) 221-6955

DOT- REGION XII
2/F COMSE Bldg. 
Quezon ave.,
Cotabato City
Tel. (064) 421-1110

DOT- REGION XIII
Km. 174  2 J.C. Aquino, 
Butuan City
Tel. (085) 341-8413
225-5712

DOT- CAR
DOT Complex Gov. Pack 
Road, Baguio City
Tel. (074) 442-8848
442-7014

DOT-  LAOAG SUB-OFFICE
Ilocano Heroes Memorial Hall
Laoag City
Tel. (077) 722-0467

DOT-  LAOAG SUB-OFFICE
Ilocano Heroes Memorial Hall
Laoag City
Tel. (077) 722-0467

DOT-  BORACAY FIELD 
OFFICE
Balabag, Boracay Malay, Aklan
Tel. (036) 288-3689

ALAMINOS CITY TOURISM 
OFFICE
Alaminos City Hall
Quezon ave, Alaminos City
Tel. (075) 551-2145 to 47

GUIMARAS- PROVINCIAL 
ECONOMIC
DEV’T OFFICE
Guimaras Provincial Capitol
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras
Tel. (033) 237-1134
580- 5543

NEGROS OCCIDENTAL 
TOURISM CENTER
Provincial Capitol Bldg., North 
Capital Road
Bacolod City, Negros 
Occidental
Tel. (034) 433-2515
709-8775

REGIONAL DEV’T 
COUNCIL- REGION V
Provincial Capitol 
Cadlan, Pili, Camarines Sur
Tel. (054) 477-3159
475- 7806



34

Parting Shot

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS:  

We would like to publish your travel photos in the magazine.  If these include im-
ages of your friends and family, we may require you to send paperwork in order for 
us to publish your photos.  For your photos to appear, we need either high resolution 
color scans (300 dpi) or you can send print copies of your photos.   Please do not send 
originals, since we may not be able to return them to you.  Send photos via email to 
juanphilippines@gmail.com or via mail to 2505 Cityland 10, Tower 1, 6815 Ayala Av-
enue, Makati City.






