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Mother Tongue and Language

This factsheet looks at mother tongue and language information
released by Statistics Canada as part of the 2006 Census.

Non-Official Languages Growing Fastest

® |n 2006, 8.3 million or 69.1% of Ontarians reported
English as their mother tongue, a higher number but
lower share than in 2001 (8 million or 71.3%).

® There were 510,240 people reporting French as their
mother tongue in Ontario in 2006, a slight increase
from 509,265 in 2001. They represented 4.2% of
population in 2006, down from 4.5% in 2001.

® The declining share of Ontarians with English or
French mother tongue is explained by the faster
growth in the number of Allophones (people with a
mother tongue other than English or French).

® In 2006, 3.2 million Ontarians were Allophones,
representing 26.6% of the provincial population, up
from 2.7 million or 24.2% in 2001.

® The 2006 Census showed that English remained the
language spoken most often at home (81.4%).

Ontarians Reported More Than 200 Languages

® Ontarians reported more than 200 languages in
completing the 2006 Census question on mother
tongue. These include languages long associated
with immigration to Ontario, such as German, Italian,
Ukrainian, Dutch and Polish.

® However, between 2001 and 2006, language groups
from Asia and the Middle East recorded the largest
gains. These language groups include the Chinese
languages, Punjabi, Arabic and Urdu.

® |n 2006, Chinese languages remained the third most
numerous mother tongue group in Ontario, behind
English and French.

® In 2006, nearly half a million people reported one of
the Chinese languages as their mother tongue,
representing 4.1% of Ontario’s population, up from
3.7% in 2001.

® Jtalian remains the fourth mother tongue in Ontario, but
its numbers declined 4.7% since 2001. Spanish rose to
fifth place, moving German down to sixth.

Population by Mother Tongue, Ontario

2001 Census 2006 Census
French French

509,265 . 510.240 .

4.5% 4.2%

Others*
2,734,290
24.2%

Others*
3,204,770
26.6%

English
8,041,995
71.3%

English
8,313,880
69.1%

Total = 11,285,550 Total = 12,028,890

* Others = Non-official languages.
Note: Mother tongue is the first language learned at home.
Source: 2006 Census of Canada.

Population by Language Spoken at Home, Ontario

2001 Census 2006 Census

French French
307,295 304,725

/ 2.5%

/ 2.7%

Others*
1,934,235
16.1%
English
9,337,610
82.7%

English
9,789,935
81.4%

Total = 11,285,550 Total = 12,028,890

* Others = Non-official languages.
Source: 2006 Census of Canada.

Non-official Mother Tongues, Ontario
2001 Census = 2,797,585* 2006 Census = 3,276,630*

Others
1,610,310

Others
1,994,155
60.9%

Chinese
492,970
15.0%

Chinese
412,840
14.8%

11.1% Portuguese
162,705
5.0%

Portuguese \

German
163,145 Spanish
German
158,50)70 161,565 5.0% 167,135
5.7% S.é% 5.1%

* Single and Multiple language responses.
Source: 2006 Census of Canada.
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Toronto CMA: Largest Proportion of Allophones

Mother Tongue Distribution, Toronto CMA

®  More than four in 10 people had a mother tongue other
2001 Census =4,741,045* 2006 Census =5,072,075*

than English or French in the Toronto Census
Metropolitan Area (CMA) in 2006.

® The Chinese language group remains the dominant non- 2E7"791”§QO zE;fg”;’Qs
official language group in the Toronto CMA, having been '58.4% '56.2%

reported by 419,750 people, or 19% (nearly one in five)
of the CMA's population whose mother tongue is neither
English nor French.

Chinese
355,270 419,750
7.5% 8.3%
Others F;;Q;Q ers
1,035,250 ftalian  1.4% 1,171,210

Italian

French
71,535

® ltalian ranks second with 194,620 people, followed by B0 / 21.8% \zgig/gs portse 1% .\19348,350
Punjabi (137,730), Tagalog (113,875) and Portuguese I ok s / punjab
(113,015). s s g

1.9% 2.1% 2.2%

Other Ontario Census Metropolitan Areas

®  Peterborough (92.7%), Barrie (88.5%) and Brantford

(88_%) CMAS_ have the highest shares of Anglophones in Mother Tongue Distribution, Ontario CMAs, 2006
their population.

* Single and Multiple language responses.
Source: 2006 Census of Canada.
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® The CMAs with the highest shares of Francophones are Toronto
Greater Sudbury (28%), Ottawa-Gatineau (Ont. part) K‘I’[Vc';‘;z‘;[
(17.2%), Windsor (3.7%) and St. Catharines-Niagara Hamilton
(37%) Ottawa-Gat. (Ont.)
Guelph
" Windsor (23.6%), Kitchener (23.1%) and Hamilton ot Cathnimgmen
(22.4%) have the highest share of non-official language ThungeLBav
mother tongues in Ontario after Toronto (43.6%). Branttord
Barrie
® The dominant non-official languages in Ottawa-Gatineau Kingston
(Ont. Part) were Chinese languages and Arabic. O rmorou
European languages (Italian, Polish, Portuguese, 0% 0% 0% 0% 80% 100%

German) were more prominent in Hamilton and Note. o
ote: Mother tongue is the first language learned at home.
KI'[CheneI’ Source: 2006 Census of Canada.

Ontario Municipalities (Population 5,000+) Ontario Municipalities (5,000+) with High Shares of

®  Among Ontario’s municipalities of at least 5,000 people MO L EHEr TEnEIEs, 2002

in 2006, Markham (57.4%), Richmond Hill (54.1%), Rchmana i | s
Vaughan (52.3%), Mississauga (48.9%) and Toronto o] rril
(47.9%) have the highest share of non-official mother srampion ] ora
tongues. Lo — JS.S?

® The highest shares of Anglophones are found in the Wndsor 286
municipalities of Tweed (96.1%), Stone Mills (96%), Payiner o7
North Huron (95.7%), Petrolia (95.6%) and Dysart amiton] 20
(95.3%). Nlagara.on.n?ea.wg | — 2‘32,:’6

Waterloo 030

® The highest shares of Francophones are in the s = | | |
municipalities of Hearst (89.7%), Alfred & Plantagenet 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
(79.5%), Hawkesbury (78.4%), The Nation (70.3%) and | o wotner tongue i the st language tearnos s ram e
KapUSkaS|ng (67,9%) . Source: 2006 Census of Canada.
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