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A Serious Famine in Yunnan (1815 —1817) and the Eruption of Tambola Volcano
YANG Yurda® MAN Zhi-mint ZHEN G Jing- yun
(1. Ingtitute d Historical Geography o China, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433;

2. Ingitute & Geographical Science and Natural Resources, Chinese Academy d Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)
Abgract : The three years famine (1815—1817) in Jiaging Reign-Period of Qing Dynasty is a nogt serious
disager in the recorded Yunnan pre-nodern higory. The typical microthermal climate in summer and autumn
resulted in a serious reduction of the production of paddy , buckwhesat and other crops. In 1916 , the summit of
the typical microtherma climate , the average temperature in Augugt was 2. 5—3 lower than in other yearsin
Kunming. Thistheds has illugdrated that this microthermal climate disager was mainly due to the cloud from
the eruption of Tambola Volcarno , which weakened the lar radiation energy that reached the earth. Mog areas
in China were involved in this microtherma climate, but disaser was not widespread in eastern part.

Key words: abrupt climate change; famine; Tambola Volcano; Yunnan
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