ARITE FOR THE CELEBRATION
OF GAY AND LESBIAN COVENANTS

CONCERNING THE RITE
Blessing is a common feature of Christian worship. For centuries the church has
blessed people, places and things. Every prayer of blessing is thanksgiving for
creation and redemption offered in petition for the fulfillment of God’s purpose in the
world.

All human relationships have the potential to be agents of God' s purpose. Regardless
of the specific characteristics of the relationship, the act of blessing does not make the
relationship more holy but rather, in giving thanks to God and invoking God's holy
name, releases the relationship to realize its full potential as an expression of God's
love and peace.

The act of blessing recognizes the pre-existent reality of the relationship; confersthe
community’ s authority upon the recipients to conduct themselves as formal and
public participants in such a relationship; establishes acommunal context of
responsibility, accountability and privilege; and petitions God to endow the partners
with all such grace and strength necessary to fulfill the vows and commitments being
made.

This Rite of Blessing is a public service of the church and is celebrated before God in
the body of the church and in the presence of friends, family and the congregation.
Friends and family members are encouraged to participate in the Rite where
indicated.

All matters relating to the conduct of the Rite shall be in accordance with the
liturgical policy and practice of the diocese.

It is desirable that the order of service be incorporated into the Eucharist wherever
possible.

GUIDELINESFOR ADMISSION
In order to request this Rite of Blessing each member of the couple must:

a) befreeto enter into such a covenant. That is, they must not be in an existing
covenantal relationship, including marriage.

b) Enter the rite with an understanding that the relationship is to be exclusive of any
other partners and have the expectation of permanence.

c) Satisfy the requirements of any previous relationship. This involves appropriate
support of dependants from any previous relationship and the appropriate
dissolution and meeting of obligations that arise from the same.



THE CELEBRATION OF A COVENANT

GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
Greeting

As the community gathers, a hymn, anthem, or canticle may be sung. Instrumental music may
also be played.

The presider wel comes the community.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit bewith you all.
And also with you.

After the greeting the presider may continue as follows:

Holy and Eternal One, in the quiet night you have called us each by our own name.
In our very heart you have named us beloved.

Y ou surprise us by your grace.
We arethefruit of your boundlesslove.

On our exodus way you nourish and free us.
Y ou give us companions for our jour ney.

Y ou set us apart, shaped by our love, yet call usinto the midst of your people,
Wherewe will be your word of blessing.

Here follows one of the following collects.

Or

Or

Let us pray,

Blessed areyou, O Holy One, for you are pleased to dwell among us and to fill our lives
with your presence. May N. and N. who seek your blessing upon their covenant befilled
with your love. May their life together be to us a sign of your promised reign of justice
and peace. We ask thisin the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who with you and the Holy
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Searching and saving God, whose unfailing love alone can satisfy our longing, in your
mercy you befriend those who wander in loneliness and shame, those oppressed because
of difference, those who do not know the value of their unique and sacred gift. By your
Holy Spirit you awaken in them the dignity of human being and the responsibility of
embodied love, as perfected by Jesus Christ, who loved and gave himself for us, showing
us the way to intimacy with you and with one another. We offer praise and thanks to
you, our Creator, Redeemer, and Life-giver, for your love endures for ever. Amen.

Blessed are you, loving God, for you awaken our desire for companionship and our hope
for community with you and with one ancther. Inyour mercy you call us out of solitary
darkness and redeem us to love you with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength.
Renew in us a sense of true belonging and call usto love our neighbour as oursdves. We
pray that the covenant of faithfulness and love we celebrate today will reflect your



unending faithfulness and great love for the world. May N. and N. so love one another
that they may be a blessing to you and all whom they encounter. We ask thesethingsin
thanksgiving and praise to you, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, one God now and
for ever. Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD OF GOD

The Readings

Two or threereadings, including a Gospel reading, shall normally beread. If the Holy
Communion is celebrated, then a Gospel reading must be included. Members of the family
and friends of the couple may read the lessons. It isappropriateto respond to a reading
with a psalm, canticle, hymn, anthem, instrumental music, or silence.

The following readings are appropriate for the celebration of a covenant. Other readings
may be chosen in consultation with the presider.

Ruth 1.16-18; Song of Solomon 2.1-13; Song of Solomon 3.1-4; Song of Solomon 8.6-7;
Ecclesiastes 4.9-12;

Psalm 100.1-5; Psalm 107.1-9; Psalm 108.1-5; Psalm 111; Psalm 112; Psalm 126.1-3;
Psalm 133; Psalm 139.1-18, 23-24; Psalm 145; Psalm 146;

Romans 12.9-21; 1 Corinthians 13.1-13; 2 Corinthians 5.16-20; Galatians 5.13-14, 22-26;
Ephesians 4.25-27, 29-32; Philippians 2.1-4; Colossians 3.12-17; 1 John 3.18-24; 1 John
4.7-21

Matthew 5.1-16; Luke 6.32-38; John 15.9-17; John 17.1, 18-26.

At the conclusion of readings from the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament writings other
than the Gospels, the reader says,

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks beto God.
All stand for the Gospel. The reader says,
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ accordingto . . .
Glory toyou, Lord Jesus Christ.

At the conclusion of the Gospel, the reader says,

The Gospel of Christ.
Praiseto you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sermon



THE COVENANT

The presider invites the couple to stand in the full view of the gathered community and
addresses the couple in these or similar words.

A covenant is an ancient form of promise, a public declaration of commitment that binds
people in an enduring relationship. The Bible tells the story of God' s covenant with
human beings.

God' s covenant with Isragl was the basis of the peopl€ s liberation from slavery and
exile. God's covenant with the followers of Jesus brings usinto a new community where
thereis no male nor female, Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, but one people united in
Christ.

All our covenants with family and friends are signs of God's faithfulness and love. They
areliving expressions of God's promises to us and sources of hope to others.

Today we gather to witness and to bless the public commitment of N. and N. to such a

covenant.

The presider then addresses the couple as follows.
N. and N., do you believe God has called you into a life-long covenant of love and

fidelity?

Couple: Wedo believe.

Will you live together in love?

Couple: Wewill, with God’s help.

Will you be faithful to one another?

Couple: Wewill, with God’s help.

Will you support one ancther in love so that you may both grow into maturity of faithin
Jesus Christ?

Couple: Wewill, with God’s help.

Will you do all in your power to make your life together a witness to the love of God in
the world?

Couple: Wewill, with God’s help.

The presider invites the couple to stand in full view of the congregation and to face each
other. Taking each other by the hand(s), each saysto the other in turn.

N., | give myself to you. | loveyou, trust you, and delight in you. | will share your
burdens and your joys. | will go with you wherever God callsus. Thisis my solemn
promise.



The Blessing of the Covenant
The presider then addresses the community as foll ows.

Y ou, friends and members of the families of N. and N., are witnesses to this covenant.
Will you support N. and N. in the promises they have made?
Wewill.

Will you celebrate the goodness of God's grace evident in their lives?
Wewill.

Will you stand by them, encourage, guide, and pray for them in times of trouble and
distress?
Wewill.

Do you give them your blessing?
We do.

The presider then says one of the following blessings.
Let us pray.

We give thanks and praiseto you, O gracious God, for your unfailing love and wonderful
deeds among us: for the splendour of creation, the beauty of this world, the mystery of
our lives and the surprises of human love. We give you thanks and praisefor N. and N.,
because you create in them the desire for intimacy and companionship, calling them out
of isolation and exile, strengthening them against prejudice and fear, and embracing them
inafamily of friends and loved ones.

Pour out your abundant blessing upon N. and N. May they grow in love for one another
and for all your creation. Lead them into accomplishments that satisfy and delight. Grant
that in the years ahead they may be faithful to the promises they make this day, and that
in the strength of the Holy Spirit they may grow together in the love, joy, and peace of
our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Blessed areyou, O gracious God, sour ce of all love, now and for ever. Amen.

The Exchange of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
(or The peace of Christ be always with you.)
And also with you.

The couple greet each other and then greet their families and friends. If thereisno
celebration of the Holy Communion, then the liturgy continues with the Lord’ s Prayer and
the Commissioning of the Community.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Prayer over the Gifts

During the preparation of the bread and wine, a hymn, canticle, or psalm may be sung or
instrumental music played. The following prayer may be used.



Faithful God, with these gifts you offer us communion in your Servant, Jesus Christ.
May we who celebrate this sacrament be filled with the same self-offering love made
manifest in him. Thisweask in Christ’s name. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Any of the eucharistic prayers in The Book of Alternative Services or the three eucharistic
prayers authorized by General Synod 1998 are appropriate for this occasion. If a proper
preface is needed, then the following may be used.

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; you are the source of light
and lifefor al your creation, you made us in your own image, and call usto new lifein
Jesus Christ our Saviour.

TheLord s Prayer
After the Great Thanksgiving, the presider says,

Asour Saviour taught us, let us pray,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth asin heaven. Giveustoday our daily bread. Forgiveusour sinsas
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.
Amen.

Or

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will

be done, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread. And forgive

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thineisthe kingdom, the power, and the

glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The presider breaks the consecrated bread for distribution.

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread.
The bread which we break is communion in the body of Christ.

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks beto God.

The Communion
Hymns or anthems may be sung during the distribution of communion.

THE COMMISSIONING OF THE COMMUNITY
A Litany of Blessing

After communion has been distributed, the presider, a friend, or a member of the family leads
the community in the following litany of blessing. Additional petitions may be included if so
desired.

Dear friends, N. and N. have been drawn by God into a covenant of mind and body, heart
and will. We have celebrated this covenant and pray that the life they share will reflect



the love of God for thewholeworld. Let usjoinin prayer asking God's blessing upon us
aswe go forth with N. and N. to proclaim with our lives the reconciling and renewing
love of God made known in Jesus Christ.

Abundant God, Lover of al creation, pour out your blessing on us and the covenant we
have celebrated.
May we be blessed by you for ever.

In our solitude and our companionship,
May we be blessed by you for ever.

In our acts of tenderness and intimacy,
May we be blessed by you for ever.

In our delight at knowing and being known,
May we be blessed by you for ever.

In our acts of sdf-sacrificeto build up one ancther,
May we be blessed by you for ever.

In our being comfort to each other,
May we be blessed by you for ever.

In our passion for justice,
May we be blessed by you for ever.

In our generosity and tenacity,
May we be blessed by you for ever.

In al our fruitfulness,
May we be blessed by you for ever.

The Dismissal

A hymn or anthem may be sung before the dismissal or instrumental music played. The
deacon, or other leader, dismissesthe people.

Glory to God,

whose power working in us can do infinitely mor e than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from gener ation to generation in the church and in Christ Jesus, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Go in peaceto love and serve the Lord.
Thanks beto God.



