
Introducing the The Mississippi Delta produced the masters of the blues–-
America’s most profound artistic gift to the world.
These first markers, and the many more to follow, pay
homage to the musicians and give visitors a sense of the
time and place in which this music flourished–through
text, historical photographs and lyrics. 

Come on an unforgettable journey and follow the
Mississippi Blues Trail, from street corners where

blues musicians played for tips to places 
they called home and even to 

their final resting places.

Walk where they
walked. 

Dance where they
danced. 

Experience the
blues where they

were born.

Additional support provided by:

Cleveland/Bolivar County Tourism Council
Coahoma County Tourism Council
Greenwood Convention & Visitors Bureau
Indianola Tourism Commission
Washington County Convention & Visitors Bureau

Delta State University
Mississippi Department of Archives & History
Mississippi Department of Transportation
Mississippi Development Authority

Photo credits: Charley Patton studio portrait courtesy of John Tefteller; “Son” Simms and
Muddy Waters, courtesy of Middle Tennessee State University, John Work III Collection;
Riley “B. B.” King, © 1949, 1995 Delta Haze Corporation; Nelson Street, courtesy of the
Nelken-Greenville History Museum

www.msbluestrail.org

This project was funded 
in part by a grant from:
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1. Muddy Waters’s first recordings were made on this site.
2. The Riverside Hotel, formerly the G.T. Thomas Hospital,
housed many blues musicians through the years.
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4. The “Peavine” branch of the 
Yazoo & Mississippi Valley Railroad 
was made famous by Charley Patton’s
“Peavine Blues.”

6. The intersection of old Highways 10 & 61 was a
popular gathering place for blues musicians to earn tips.
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7. Nelson Street in Greenville was the equivalent to 
Beale Street in Memphis in the mid-1900s.
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3. Rosedale was 
immortalized in Robert
Johnson’s 1937 recording
“Traveling Riverside Blues”
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5. In this cemetery are pioneer blues giant Charley Patton and
fellow bluesmen Willie James Foster and Asie Payton.
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8. B.B. King was first heard on the air at WGRM’s studio.
9. Robert Johnson is believed to be buried in this cemetery.
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