
TENNESSEE MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS 
 

*Indicates posthumous receipt of Medal of Honor 
 

WORLD WAR ONE  
 
ADKINSON, JOSEPH B.  
Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company C, 119th Infantry, 30th Division. 
Place and date: Near Bellicourt, France, 29 September 1918. Entered service at: 
Memphis, Tenn. Born: 4 January 1892, Egypt, Tenn. G.O. No.: 59, W.D., 1919. Citation: 
When murderous machinegun fire at a range of 50 yards had made it impossible for his 
platoon to advance, and had caused the platoon to take cover Sgt. Adkinson alone, with 
the greatest intrepidity, rushed across the 50 yards of open ground directly into the face of 
the hostile machinegun kicked the gun from the parapet into the enemy trench, and at the 
point of the bayonet captured the 3 men manning the gun. The gallantry and quick 
decision of this soldier enabled the platoon to resume its advance. 
 
COVINGTON, JESSE WHITFIELD  
Rank and organization: Ship's Cook Third Class, U.S. Navy. Place and date: At sea 
aboard the U.S.S. Stewart, 17 April 1918. Entered service at: California. Born: 16 
September 1889, Haywood, Tenn. G.O. No.: 403, 1918. Citation: For extraordinary 
heroism following internal explosion of the Florence H. The sea in the vicinity of 
wreckage was covered by a mass of boxes of smokeless powder, which were repeatedly 
exploding. Jesse W. Covington, of the U.S.S. Stewart, plunged overboard to rescue a 
survivor who was surrounded by powder boxes and too exhausted to help himself, fully 
realizing that similar powder boxes in the vicinity were continually exploding and that he 
was thereby risking his life in saving the life of this man. 
 
KARNES, JAMES E.  
Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company D, 117th Infantry, 30th Division. 
Place and date: Near Estrees, France, 8 October 1918. Entered service at: Knoxville, 
Tenn. Born: 1889, Arlington, Tenn. G.O. No.: 50, W.D., 1919. Citation: During an 
advance, his company was held up by a machinegun, which was enfilading the line. 
Accompanied by another soldier, he advanced against this position and succeeded in 
reducing the nest by killing 3 and capturing 7 of the enemy and their guns. 
 
 
*LEMERT, MILO  
Rank and organization: First Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company G, 119th Infantry, 30th 
Division. Place and date: Near Bellicourt, France, 29 September 1918. 
Entered service at: Crossville, Tenn. Birth: Marshalltown, lowa. G.O. No.: 59, W.D., 
1919. Citation: Seeing that the left flank of his company was held up, he located the 
enemy machinegun emplacement, which had been causing heavy casualties. In the face 
of heavy fire he rushed it single-handed, killing the entire crew with grenades. 
Continuing along the enemy trench in advance of the company, he reached another 
emplacement, which he also charged, silencing the gun with grenades. A third 



machinegun emplacement opened up on him from the left and with similar skill and 
bravery he destroyed this also. Later, in company with another sergeant, he attacked a 
fourth machinegun nest, being killed as he reached the parapet of the emplacement. His 
courageous action in destroying in turn 4 enemy machinegun nests prevented many 
casualties among his company and very materially aided in achieving the objective. 
 
TALLEY, EDWARD R.  
Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company L, 117th Infantry, 30th Division. 
Place and date: Near Ponchaux, France, 7 October 1918. Entered service at: Russellville, 
Tenn. Born: 8 September 1890, Russellville, Tenn. G.O. No.: 50, W.D., 1919. Citation: 
Undeterred by seeing several comrades killed in attempting to put a hostile machinegun 
nest out of action, Sgt. Talley attacked the position single-handed. Armed only with a 
rifle, he rushed the nest in the face of intense enemy fire, killed or wounded at least 6 of 
the crew, and silenced the gun. When the enemy attempted to bring forward another gun 
and ammunition he drove them back by effective fire from his rifle. 
 
WARD, CALVIN JOHN  
Rank and organization: Private, U.S. Army, Company D, 117th Infantry, 30th Division. 
Place and date: Near Estrees, France, 8 October 1918. Entered service at: Morristown, 
Tenn. Born: October 1898, Green County, Tenn. G.O. No.: 16, W.D., 1919. Citation: 
During an advance, Pvt. Ward's company was held up by a machinegun, which was 
enfilading the line. Accompanied by a noncommissioned officer, he advanced against this 
post and succeeded in reducing the nest by killing 3 and capturing 7 of the enemy and 
their guns. 
 
YORK, ALVIN C.  
Rank and organization: Corporal, U.S. Army, Company G, 328th Infantry, 82d Division. 
Place and date: Near Chatel-Chehery, France, 8 October 1918. Entered service at: Pall 
Mall, Tenn. Born: 13 December 1887, Fentress County, Tenn. G.O. No.: 59, W.D., 1919. 
Citation: After his platoon had suffered heavy casualties and 3 other noncommissioned 
officers had become casualties, Cpl. York assumed command. Fearlessly leading 7 men, 
he charged with great daring a machinegun nest which was pouring deadly and incessant 
fire upon his platoon. In this heroic feat the machinegun nest was taken, together with 4 
officers and 128 men and several guns. 
 
 

WORLD WAR TWO  
 
COOLEY, RAYMOND H.  
Rank and organization: Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company B, 27th Infantry, 25th 
Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Lumboy, Luzon, Philippine Islands, 24 February 
1945. Entered service at: Richard City, Tenn. Born: 7 May 1914, Dunlap, Tenn. G.O. 
No.: 77, 10 September 1945. Citation: He was a platoon guide in an assault on a 
camouflaged entrenchment defended by machineguns, rifles, and mortars. When his men 
were pinned down by 2 enemy machineguns, he voluntarily advanced under heavy fire to 
within 20 yards of 1 of the guns and attacked it with a hand grenade. The enemy, 



however, threw the grenade back at him before it could explode. Arming a second 
grenade, he held it for several seconds of the safe period and then hurled it into the enemy 
position, where it exploded instantaneously, destroying the gun and crew. He then moved 
toward the remaining gun, throwing grenades into enemy foxholes as he advanced. 
Inspired by his actions, 1 squad of his platoon joined him. After he had armed another 
grenade and was preparing to throw it into the second machinegun position, 6 enemy 
soldiers rushed at him. Knowing he could not dispose of the armed grenade without 
injuring his comrades, because of the intermingling in close combat of the men of his 
platoon and the enemy in the melee which ensued, he deliberately covered the grenade 
with his body and was severely wounded as it exploded. By his heroic actions, S/Sgt. 
Cooley not only silenced a machinegun and so inspired his fellow soldiers that they 
pressed the attack and destroyed the remaining enemy emplacements, but also, in 
complete disregard of his own safety, accepted certain injury and possible loss of life to 
avoid wounding his comrades. 
 
COOLIDGE, CHARLES H.  
Rank and organization: Technical Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company M, 141st Infantry, 
36th Infantry Division. Place and date: East of Belmont sur Buttant, France, 2427 
October 1944. Entered service at: Signal Mountain, Tenn. Birth: Signal Mountain, Tenn. 
G.O. No.: 53, July 1945. Citation: Leading a section of heavy machineguns supported by 
1 platoon of Company K, he took a position near Hill 623, east of Belmont sur Buttant, 
France, on 24 October 1944, with the mission of covering the right flank of the 3d 
Battalion and supporting its action. T/Sgt. Coolidge went forward with a sergeant of 
Company K to reconnoiter positions for coordinating the fires of the light and heavy 
machineguns. They ran into an enemy force in the woods estimated to be an infantry 
company. T/Sgt. Coolidge, attempting to bluff the Germans by a show of assurance and 
boldness called upon them to surrender, whereupon the enemy opened fire. With his 
carbine, T/Sgt. Coolidge wounded 2 of them. There being no officer present with the 
force, T/Sgt. Coolidge at once assumed command. Many of the men were replacements 
recently arrived; this was their first experience under fire. T/Sgt. Coolidge, unmindful of 
the enemy fire delivered at close range, walked along the position, calming and 
encouraging his men and directing their fire. The attack was thrown back. Through 25 
and 26 October the enemy launched repeated attacks against the position of this combat 
group but each was repulsed due to T/Sgt. Coolidge's able leadership. On 27 October, 
German infantry, supported by 2 tanks, made a determined attack on the position. The 
area was swept by enemy small arms, machinegun, and tank fire. T/Sgt. Coolidge armed 
himself with a bazooka and advanced to within 25 yards of the tanks. His bazooka failed 
to function and he threw it aside. Securing all the hand grenades he could carry, he 
crawled forward and inflicted heavy casualties on the advancing enemy. Finally it 
became apparent that the enemy, in greatly superior force, supported by tanks, would 
overrun the position. T/Sgt. Coolidge, displaying great coolness and courage, directed 
and conducted an orderly withdrawal, being himself the last to leave the position. As a 
result of T/Sgt. Coolidge's heroic and superior leadership, the mission of this combat 
group was accomplished throughout 4 days of continuous fighting against numerically 
superior enemy troops in rain and cold and amid dense woods. 
 



HUFF, PAUL B.  
Rank and organization: Corporal, U.S. Army, 509th Parachute Infantry Battalion. Place 
and date: Near Carano, Italy, 8 February 1944. Entered service at: Cleveland, Tenn. 
Birth: Cleveland, Tenn. G.O. No.: 41, 26 May 1944. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at risk of life above and beyond the call of duty, in action on 8 February 
1944, near Carano, Italy. Cpl. Huff volunteered to lead a 6-man patrol with the mission of 
determining the location and strength of an enemy unit which was delivering fire on the 
exposed right flank of his company. The terrain over which he had to travel consisted of 
exposed, rolling ground, affording the enemy excellent visibility. As the patrol advanced, 
its members were subjected to small arms and machinegun fire and a concentration of 
mortar fire, shells bursting within 5 to 10 yards of them and bullets striking the ground at 
their feet. Moving ahead of his patrol, Cpl. Huff drew fire from 3 enemy machineguns 
and a 20mm. weapon. Realizing the danger confronting his patrol, he advanced alone 
under deadly fire through a minefield and arrived at a point within 75 yards of the nearest 
machinegun position. Under direct fire from the rear machinegun, he crawled the 
remaining 75 yards to the closest emplacement, killed the crew with his submachine gun 
and destroyed the gun. During this act he fired from a kneeling position which drew 
fire from other positions, enabling him to estimate correctly the strength and location of 
the enemy. Still under concentrated fire, he returned to his patrol and led his men to 
safety. As a result of the information he gained, a patrol in strength sent out that 
afternoon, 1 group under the leadership of Cpl. Huff, succeeded in routing an enemy 
company of 125 men, killing 27 Germans and capturing 21 others, with a loss of only 3 
patrol members. Cpl. Huff's intrepid leadership and daring combat skill reflect the finest 
traditions of the American infantryman. 
 
*KINSER, ELBERT LUTHER  
Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve. Born: 21 October 1922, 
Greeneville, Tenn. Accredited to: Tennessee. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while acting as leader 
of a Rifle Platoon, serving with Company I, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine 
Division, in action against Japanese forces on Okinawa Shima in the Ryukyu Chain, 4 
May 1945. Taken under sudden, close attack by hostile troops entrenched on the reverse 
slope while moving up a strategic ridge along which his platoon was holding newly won 
positions, Sgt. Kinser engaged the enemy in a fierce hand grenade battle. Quick to act 
when a Japanese grenade landed in the immediate vicinity, Sgt. Kinser unhesitatingly 
threw himself on the deadly missile, absorbing the full charge of the shattering explosion 
in his own body and thereby protecting his men from serious injury and possible death. 
Stouthearted and indomitable, he had yielded his own chance of survival that his 
comrades might live to carry on the relentless battle against a fanatic enemy. His courage, 
cool decision and valiant spirit of self-sacrifice in the face of certain death sustained and 
enhanced the highest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for 
his country. 
 
 
 
 



 
McGAHA, CHARLES L.  
Rank and organization: Master Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company G, 35th Infantry, 25th 
Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Lupao, Luzon, Philippine Islands, 7 February 
1945. Entered service at: Crosby, Tenn. Birth: Crosby, Tenn. G.O. No.: 30, 2 April 1946. 
Citation: He displayed conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity. His platoon and 1 other 
from Company G were pinned down in a roadside ditch by heavy fire from 5 Japanese 
tanks supported by 10 machineguns and a platoon of riflemen. When 1 of his men fell 
wounded 40 yards away, he unhesitatingly crossed the road under a hail of bullets and 
moved the man 75 yards to safety. Although he had suffered a deep arm wound, he 
returned to his post. Finding the platoon leader seriously wounded, he assumed 
command and rallied his men. Once more he braved the enemy fire to go to the aid of a 
litter party removing another wounded soldier. A shell exploded in their midst, wounding 
him in the shoulder and killing 2 of the party. He picked up the remaining man, carried 
him to cover, and then moved out in front deliberately to draw the enemy fire while the 
American forces, thus protected, withdrew to safety. When the last man had gained the 
new position, he rejoined his command and there collapsed from loss of blood and 
exhaustion. M/Sgt. McGaha set an example of courage and leadership in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the service. 
 
McGARlTY, VERNON  
Rank and organization: Technical Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company L, 393d Infantry, 99th 
Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Krinkelt, Belgium, 16 December 1944. Entered 
service at: Model, Tenn. Born: 1 December 1921, Right, Tenn. G.O. No.: 6, 11 January 
1946. Citation: He was painfully wounded in an artillery barrage that preceded the 
powerful counteroffensive launched by the Germans near Krinkelt, Belgium, on the 
morning of 16 December 1944. He made his way to an aid station, received treatment, 
and then refused to be evacuated, choosing to return to his hard-pressed men instead. The 
fury of the enemy's great Western Front offensive swirled about the position held by 
T/Sgt. McGarity's small force, but so tenaciously did these men fight on orders to 
stand firm at all costs that they could not be dislodged despite murderous enemy fire and 
the breakdown of their communications. During the day the heroic squad leader rescued 1 
of his friends who had been wounded in a forward position, and throughout the night he 
exhorted his comrades to repulse the enemy's attempts at infiltration. When morning 
came and the Germans attacked with tanks and infantry, he braved heavy fire to run to an 
advantageous position where he immobilized the enemy's lead tank with a round from a 
rocket launcher. Fire from his squad drove the attacking infantrymen back, and 3 
supporting tanks withdrew. He rescued, under heavy fire, another wounded American, 
and then directed devastating fire on a light cannon which had been brought up by the 
hostile troops to clear resistance from the area. When ammunition began to run low, 
T/Sgt. McGarity, remembering an old ammunition hole about 100 yards distant in the 
general direction of the enemy, braved a concentration of hostile fire to replenish his 
unit's supply. By circuitous route the enemy managed to emplace a machinegun to the 
rear and flank of the squad's position, cutting off the only escape route. Unhesitatingly, 
the gallant soldier took it upon himself to destroy this menace single-handedly. He left 
cover, and while under steady fire from the enemy, killed or wounded all the hostile 



gunners with deadly accurate rifle fire and prevented all attempts to reman the gun. Only 
when the squad's last round had been fired was the enemy able to advance and capture the 
intrepid leader and his men. The extraordinary bravery and extreme devotion to duty of 
T/Sgt. McGarity supported a remarkable delaying action which provided the time 
necessary for assembling reserves and forming a line against which the German striking 
power was shattered. 
 
*McGlLL, TROY A.  
Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army, Troop G, 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st 
Cavalry Division. Place and date: Los Negros Islands, Admiralty Group, 4 March 1944. 
Entered service at: Ada, Okla. Birth: Knoxville, Tenn. G.O. No.: 74, 11 September 1944. 
Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in 
action with the enemy at Los Negros Island, Admiralty Group, on 4 March 1944. In the 
early morning hours Sgt. McGill, with a squad of 8 men, occupied a revetment which 
bore the brunt of a furious attack by approximately 200 drink crazed enemy troops. 
Although covered by crossfire from machineguns on the right and left flank he could 
receive no support from the remainder of our troops stationed at his rear. All members of 
the squad were killed or wounded except Sgt. McGill and another man, whom he ordered 
to return to the next revetment. Courageously resolved to hold his position at all cost, he 
fired his weapon until it ceased to function. Then, with the enemy only 5 yards away, he 
charged from his foxhole in the face of certain death and clubbed the enemy with his rifle 
in hand-to-hand combat until he was killed. At dawn 105 enemy dead were found around 
his position. Sgt. McGill's intrepid stand was an inspiration to his comrades and a 
decisive factor in the defeat of a fanatical enemy. 
 
*WILLIS, JOHN HARLAN  
 
Rank and organization: Pharmacist's Mate First Class, U.S. Navy. Born: 10 June 1921, 
Columbia, Tenn. Accredited to: Tennessee. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty as Platoon Corpsman 
serving with the 3d Battalion, 27th Marines, 5th Marine Division, during operations 
against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 28 February 1945. 
Constantly imperiled by artillery and mortar fire from strong and mutually supporting 
pillboxes and caves studding Hill 362 in the enemy's cross-island defenses, Willis 
resolutely administered first aid to the many marines wounded during the furious close-in 
fighting until he himself was struck by shrapnel and was ordered back to the battle-aid 
station. Without waiting for official medical release, he quickly returned to his company 
and, during a savage hand-to-hand enemy counterattack, daringly advanced to the 
extreme frontlines under mortar and sniper fire to aid a marine lying wounded in a 
shellhole. Completely unmindful of his own danger as the Japanese intensified their 
attack, Willis calmly continued to administer blood plasma to his patient, promptly 
returning the first hostile grenade which landed in the shell-hole while he was working 
and hurling back 7 more in quick succession before the ninth 1 exploded in his hand and 
instantly killed him. By his great personal valor in saving others at the sacrifice of his 
own life, he inspired his companions, although terrifically outnumbered, to launch a 
fiercely determined attack and repulse the enemy force. His exceptional fortitude and 



courage in the performance of duty reflect the highest credit upon Willis and the U.S. 
Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
 

KOREAN WAR  
 
*DUKE, RAY E.  
Rank and organization: Sergeant First Class, U.S. Army, Company C, 21st Infantry 
Regiment, 24th Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Mugok, Korea, 26 April 1951. 
Entered service at: Whitwell (Marion County), Tenn. Born: 9 May 1923, Whitwell, Tenn. 
G.O. No.: 20, 19 March 1954. Citation: Sfc. Duke, a member of Company C, 
distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and outstanding courage above and 
beyond the call of duty in action against the enemy. Upon learning that several of his men 
were isolated and heavily engaged in an area yielded by his platoon when ordered to 
withdraw, he led a small force in a daring assault which recovered the position and the 
beleaguered men. Another enemy attack in strength resulted in numerous casualties but 
Sfc. Duke, although wounded by mortar fragments, calmly moved along his platoon line 
to coordinate fields of fire and to urge his men to hold firm in the bitter encounter. 
Wounded a second time he received first aid and returned to his position. When the 
enemy again attacked shortly after dawn, despite his wounds, Sfc. Duke repeatedly 
braved withering fire to insure maximum defense of each position. Threatened with 
annihilation and with mounting casualties, the platoon was again ordered to withdraw 
when Sfc. Duke was wounded a third time in both legs and was unable to walk. Realizing 
that he was impeding the progress of 2 comrades who were carrying him from the hill, he 
urged them to leave him and seek safety. He was last seen pouring devastating fire into 
the ranks of the onrushing assailants. The consummate courage, superb leadership, and 
heroic actions of Sfc. Duke, displayed during intensive action against overwhelming 
odds, reflect the highest credit upon himself, the infantry, and the U.S. Army. 
 
*LYELL, WILLIAM F.  
Rank and organization: Corporal, U.S. Army, Company F, 17th Infantry Regiment, 7th 
Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Chup'a-ri, Korea, 31 August 1951. Entered 
service at: Old Hickory, Tenn. Birth: Hickman County, Tenn. G.O. No.: 4, 9 January 
1953. Citation: Cpl. Lyell, a member of Company F, distinguished himself by 
conspicuous gallantry and outstanding courage above and beyond the call of duty in 
action against the enemy. When his platoon leader was killed, Cpl. Lyell assumed 
command and led his unit in an assault on strongly fortified enemy positions located on 
commanding terrain. When his platoon came under vicious, raking fire which halted the 
forward movement, Cpl. Lyell seized a 57mm. recoilless rifle and unhesitatingly moved 
ahead to a suitable firing position from which he delivered deadly accurate fire 
completely destroying an enemy bunker, killing its occupants. He then returned to his 
platoon and was resuming the assault when the unit was again subjected to intense hostile 
fire from 2 other bunkers. Disregarding his personal safety, armed with grenades 
he charged forward hurling grenades into 1 of the enemy emplacements, and although 
painfully wounded in this action he pressed on destroying the bunker and killing 6 of the 
foe. He then continued his attack against a third enemy position, throwing grenades as he 
ran forward, annihilating 4 enemy soldiers. He then led his platoon to the north slope of 



the hill where positions were occupied from which effective fire was delivered against 
the enemy in support of friendly troops moving up. Fearlessly exposing himself to enemy 
fire, he continuously moved about directing and encouraging his men until he was 
mortally wounded by enemy mortar fire. Cpl. Lyell's extraordinary heroism, indomitable 
courage, and aggressive leadership reflect great credit on himself and are in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the military service. 
 
*PENDLETON, CHARLES F.  
Rank and organization: Corporal. U.S. Army, Company D, 15th Infantry Regiment, 3d 
Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Choo Gung-Dong, Korea, 16 and 17 July 1953. 
Entered service at: Fort Worth, Tex. Born: 26 September 1931, Camden, Tenn. Citation: 
Cpl. Pendleton, a machine gunner with Company D, distinguished himself by 
conspicuous gallantry and indomitable courage above and beyond the call of duty in 
action against the enemy. After consolidating and establishing a defensive perimeter on a 
key terrain feature, friendly elements were attacked by a large hostile force. Cpl. 
Pendleton delivered deadly accurate fire into the approaching troops, killing 
approximately 15 and disorganizing the remainder with grenades. Unable to protect the 
flanks because of the narrow confines of the trench, he removed the machine gun from 
the tripod and, exposed to enemy observation, positioned it on his knee to improve his 
firing vantage. Observing a hostile infantryman jumping into the position, intent on 
throwing a grenade at his comrades, he whirled about and killed the attacker, then 
inflicted such heavy casualties on the enemy force that they retreated to regroup. After 
reorganizing, a second wave of hostile soldiers moved forward in an attempt to 
overrun the position and, later, when a hostile grenade landed nearby, Cpl. Pendleton 
quickly retrieved and hurled it back at the foe. Although he was burned by the hot shells 
ejecting from his weapon, and he was wounded by a grenade, he refused evacuation and 
continued to fire on the assaulting force. As enemy action increased in tempo, his 
machine gun was destroyed by a grenade but, undaunted, he grabbed a carbine and 
continued his heroic defense until mortally wounded by a mortar burst. Cpl. Pendleton's 
unflinching courage, gallant self-sacrifice, and consummate devotion to duty reflect 
lasting glory upon himself and uphold the finest traditions of the military service. 
 

VIETNAM WAR  
 
*GARDNER, JAMES A.  
Rank and organization: First Lieutenant, U.S. Army, Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, 1st Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. 
Place and date: My Canh, Vietnam, 7 February 1966. Entered service at: Memphis, Tenn. 
Born: 7 February 1943, Dyersburg, Tenn. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 1st Lt. 
Gardner's platoon was advancing to relieve a company of the 1st Battalion that had been 
pinned down for several hours by a numerically superior enemy force in the village of 
My Canh, Vietnam. The enemy occupied a series of strongly fortified bunker positions 
which were mutually supporting and expertly concealed. Approaches to the position were 
well covered by an integrated pattern of fire including automatic weapons, machine guns 
and mortars. Air strikes and artillery placed on the fortifications had little effect. 1st Lt. 



Gardner's platoon was to relieve the friendly company by encircling and destroying the 
enemy force. Even as it moved to begin the attack, the platoon was under heavy enemy 
fire. During the attack, the enemy fire intensified. Leading the assault and disregarding 
his own safety, 1st Lt. Gardner charged through a withering hail of fire across an open 
rice paddy. On reaching the first bunker he destroyed it with a grenade and without 
hesitation dashed to the second bunker and eliminated it by tossing a grenade inside. 
Then, crawling swiftly along the dike of a rice paddy, he reached the third bunker. Before 
he could arm a grenade, the enemy gunner leaped forth, firing at him. 1st Lt. Gardner 
instantly returned the fire and killed the enemy gunner at a distance of 6 feet. 
Following the seizure of the main enemy position, he reorganized the platoon to continue 
the attack. Advancing to the new assault position, the platoon was pinned down by an 
enemy machine gun emplaced in a fortified bunker. 1st Lt. Gardner immediately 
collected several grenades and charged the enemy position, firing his rifle as he advanced 
to neutralize the defenders. He dropped a grenade into the bunker and vaulted beyond. As 
the bunker blew up, he came under fire again. Rolling into a ditch to gain cover, he 
moved toward the new source of fire. Nearing the position, he leaped from the ditch and 
advanced with a grenade in one hand and firing his rifle with the other. He was gravely 
wounded just before he reached the bunker, but with a last valiant effort he staggered 
forward and destroyed the bunker, and its defenders with a grenade. Although he fell 
dead on the rim of the bunker, his extraordinary actions so inspired the men of his 
platoon that they resumed the attack and completely routed the enemy. 1st Lt. Gardner's 
conspicuous gallantry were in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army. 
 
JENKINS, DON J.  
Rank and organization: Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company A, 2d Battalion, 39th 
Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. Place and date: Kien Phong Province, Republic of 
Vietnam, 6 January 1969. Entered service at: Nashville, Tenn. Born: 18 April 1948, 
Quality, Ky. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his 
life above and beyond the call of duty. S/Sgt. Jenkins (then Pfc.), Company A, 
distinguished himself while serving as a machine gunner on a reconnaissance mission. 
When his company came under heavy crossfire from an enemy complex, S/Sgt. Jenkins 
unhesitatingly maneuvered forward to a perilously exposed position and began placing 
suppressive fire on the enemy. When his own machine gun jammed, he immediately 
obtained a rifle and continued to fire into the enemy bunkers until his machine gun was 
made operative by his assistant. He exposed himself to extremely heavy fire when he 
repeatedly both ran and crawled across open terrain to obtain resupplies of ammunition 
until he had exhausted all that was available for his machine gun. Displaying tremendous 
presence of mind, he then armed himself with 2 antitank weapons and, by himself, 
maneuvered through the hostile fusillade to within 20 meters of an enemy bunker to 
destroy that position. After moving back to the friendly defensive perimeter long enough 
to secure yet another weapon, a grenade launcher, S/Sgt. Jenkins moved forward to a 
position providing no protection and resumed placing accurate fire on the enemy until his 
ammunition was again exhausted. During this time he was seriously wounded by 
shrapnel. Undaunted and displaying great courage, he moved forward 100 meters to aid a 
friendly element that was pinned down only a few meters from the enemy. This he did 
with complete disregard for his own wound and despite having been advised that several 



previous rescue attempts had failed at the cost of the life of 1 and the wounding of others. 
Ignoring the continuing intense fire and his painful wounds, and hindered by darkness, he 
made 3 trips to the beleaguered unit, each time pulling a wounded comrade back to 
safety. S/Sgt. Jenkins' extraordinary valor, dedication, and indomitable spirit inspired his 
fellow soldiers to repulse the determined enemy attack and ultimately to defeat the larger 
force. S/Sgt. Jenkins risk of his life reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the 
U.S. Army. 
 
*RAY, DAVID ROBERT  
 
Rank and organization: Hospital Corpsman Second Class, U.S. Navy, 2d Battalion, 11th 
Marines, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF. Place and date: Quang Nam Province, 
Republic of Vietnam, 19 March 1969. Entered service at: Nashville, Tenn. Born: 14 
February 1945, McMinnville, Tenn. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a HC2c. with 
Battery D, 2d Battalion, at Phu Loc 6, near An Hoa. During the early morning hours, an 
estimated battalion-sized enemy force launched a determined assault against the battery's 
position, and succeeded in effecting a penetration of the barbed-wire perimeter. The 
initial burst of enemy fire caused numerous casualties among the marines who had 
immediately manned their howitzers during the rocket and mortar attack. Undaunted by 
the intense hostile fire, HC2c. Ray moved from parapet to parapet, rendering emergency 
medical treatment to the wounded. Although seriously wounded himself while 
administering first aid to a marine casualty, he refused medical aid and continued his 
lifesaving efforts. While he was bandaging and attempting to comfort another wounded 
marine, HC2c. Ray was forced to battle 2 enemy soldiers who attacked his position, 
personally killing 1 and wounding the other. Rapidly losing his strength as a result of his 
severe wounds, he nonetheless managed to move through the hail of enemy fire to other 
casualties. Once again, he was faced with the intense fire of oncoming enemy troops and, 
despite the grave personal danger and insurmountable odds, succeeded in treating the 
wounded and holding off the enemy until he ran out of ammunition, at which time he 
sustained fatal wounds. HC2c. Ray's final act of heroism was to protect the patient he was 
treating. He threw himself upon the wounded marine, thus saving the man's life when an 
enemy grenade exploded nearby. By his determined and persevering actions, courageous 
spirit, and selfless devotion to the welfare of his marine comrades, HC2c. Ray served to 
inspire the men of Battery D to heroic efforts in defeating the enemy. His conduct 
throughout was in keeping with the finest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service. 
 
*SINGLETON, WALTER K.  
Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps, Company A, 1st Battalion, 9th 
Marines, 3d Marine Division. Place and date: Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province, 
Republic of Vietnam, 24 March 1967. Entered service at: Memphis, Tenn. Born: 7 
December 1944, Memphis, Tenn. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Sgt. Singleton's company was 
conducting combat operations when the lead platoon received intense small arms, 
automatic weapons, rocket, and mortar fire from a well entrenched enemy force. As the 
company fought its way forward, the extremely heavy enemy fire caused numerous 



friendly casualties. Sensing the need for early treatment of the wounded, Sgt. Singleton 
quickly moved from his relatively safe position in the rear of the foremost point of the 
advance and made numerous trips through the enemy killing zone to move the injured 
men out of the danger area. Noting that a large part of the enemy fire was coming from a 
hedgerow, he seized a machinegun and assaulted the key enemy location, delivering 
devastating fire as he advanced. He forced his way through the hedgerow directly into the 
enemy strong point. Although he was mortally wounded, his fearless attack killed 8 of the 
enemy and drove the remainder from the hedgerow. Sgt. Singleton's bold actions 
completely disorganized the enemy defense and saved the lives of many of his comrades. 
His daring initiative selfless devotion to duty and indomitable fighting spirit reflected 
great credit upon himself and the Marine Corps, and his performance upheld the highest 
traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.  
 
*STOUT, MITCHELL W.  
Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army, Battery C, 1st Battalion, 44th Artillery. 
Place and date: Khe Gio Bridge, Republic of Vietnam, 12 March 1970. Entered service 
at: Raleigh, N.C. Born: 24 February 1950, Knoxville, Tenn. Citation: Sgt. Stout 
distinguished himself during an attack by a North Vietnamese Army Sapper company on 
his unit's firing position at Khe Gio Bridge. Sgt. Stout was in a bunker with members of a 
searchlight crew when the position came under heavy enemy mortar fire and ground 
attack. When the intensity of the mortar attack subsided, an enemy grenade was thrown 
into the bunker. Displaying great courage, Sgt. Stout ran to the grenade, picked it up, and 
started out of the bunker. As he reached the door, the grenade exploded. By holding the 
grenade close to his body and shielding its blast, he protected his fellow soldiers in the 
bunker from further injury or death. Sgt. Stout's conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in 
action, at the cost of his own life, are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon him, his unit and the U.S. Army. 
 

PERSIAN GULF WAR 
 
No Medals of Honor were awarded for service in the Gulf War 


	World War I
	World War II
	Korean War
	Vietnam War
	Persian Gulf War

