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Zul Diem, editor of the Saimorn Post and a
forze:r member of the Council of Notables, has been
involved in Vietnomese politicsc as o leading mcmber
of thc rationalistic and non-Cozmunist Dni Viet
Party. Active in Buddhist affairs, Bui Diem has
actively opposed the government headed by Prire
Minister Tran Van Huong with the charge that it wvas =
anti-Juddnist. In discussions +with US officials, BIOGRAPHIC
Bui Dien has envisioned a stabilization of the REGISTER
Vietnemese government through a strong political -
movement which would include all tae major non-Communist factioas. In
Cotober 1964 he was identified as one of the organizers of the Buddhist '
Political Party. Reports of January 1965 state that he is a ceober of
the group led by the former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Pren Huy Quat,
vhich has advocated the formation of a military-civilian council which
would be entrusted with the tasx of convening a national convention. }

he is reported to hold a certificate in mathematics. In 1951 Diem was
ideatified as a member of the National Popular Party and as editor of !
the newspaper Quoc Dan. At that time he was elected to preside as
Secretary of a meeting in Hanoi which met to elect the preparatory
comzittce for North Vietnam to 2ct on Pao Dai's proposal for tie cre-
ative of consultative essemblies. He served as Director of the cabinet
in the Ministry of Defense in 1953, and he was deputy chief of the
Vietnariese delegation to the military negotiations with France-ina
April 1954. In 1957 Bui Diem w2s in charge of the Tan Viet film
co:z:any. There is little information on his political activity during .
this period, but he probably maintained his activity in the fai Viet, .-
which was opposed to the policies of the Ngo Dinh regime. Bui Diem ) N
. became publisher of the English-language newspaper, the Saigon'Post,
- which appeared after the overthrow of the Diem government in ./ovember _
1963. He vas also named to the short-lived Council of Notables in 4
December 1963 and was elected Deputy Secretary General of the council.

-

Bul Diem was born on 1 October 1923 in Fhuly, North Vietnam, and . !
13 .
§

Bui Diem 1s well known among Vietnamese intellectuals and among l

US ofiicials in Saigon. He is regarded as a leading figure in the .
Vietrarese business ard newspaper community, and he has excelleat :
contacts among influential Vietramese. From June to August 196% . L
.Bul Dien was in the United States traveling under the auspices of US {
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State Department leader grant. Although he was deseribed as charming
and grateful for the grant, his decision to avoid rlanned sponsorship
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_;' and appointments aroused the suspicions that he used hic trip to the ; :
: Unitas States tc carry out nis cwna political activities in an effort to
- deturmine the American attitude tc.ard Vietnam and to lodby with persons ;
of influcnce within the governzent for greater support in Vietnanm. | ]
Buil Diem is rarried and has two children. He speaks English :
f fluently. §
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