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Introduction
The Virginia General Assembly gathered in January for 
its annual legislative session. This year, the dynamics 
of divided government again dominated the storylines. 
Republicans in control of the Executive Branch and 
House of Delegates had policy debates and disagree-
ments with the Democratic-controlled Senate. This 
year, the Virginia Chapter Legislative Committee, com-
posed of dedicated volunteers managing a dozen issue 
categories, tracked and took positions on over 150 
bills. We set out in early January to defend Virginia’s 
climate, environmental, and justice progress. In the 
end, we can point to tremendous success. 

First, we defended Virginia’s participation in the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) program 
for the second year in a row. We succeeded in de-
feating the bill to end participation in this critical 
carbon reduction program and maintained our stance: 
RGGI is law in Virginia. Second, we defended Virginia’s 
adoption of advanced clean car standards. This law, 
passed in 2021, is the most comprehensive plan to 
reduce emissions from Virginia’s top pollution sector: 
transportation. Despite Republican attempts to vilify 
this program with falsehoods and scare tactics, Senate 
Democrats, led by Agriculture, Conservation and 
Natural Resources Committee Chair Chap Petersen 
(D-Fairfax) defended this critical pollution reduction 
program that not only makes environmental sense, but 

economic sense by positioning Virginia to meet the 
growing demand for electric vehicles, instead of losing 
out to other states. Third, we defended the landmark 
Virginia Clean Economy Act against dozens of bills 
introduced to dismantle our path to a clean energy fu-
ture. Our lobbying team worked hundreds of hours to 
strategize, combat, and galvanize opposition to these 
bills. We are proud that because of the dedicated work 
of staff and dozens of volunteers, Virginia remains on 
target to eliminate emissions from our power sector 
by 2050. In coalition, we also worked with partner 
organizations to oppose legislation that would have 
rolled back the Virginia Voting Rights Act by curtailing 
absentee voting, eliminating dropboxes, and putting 
up additional barriers to the ballot box. Thanks to 
the pushback from these organizations, Virginia will 
not go backwards on voting rights. Without free and 
fair elections, where all voters have ballot access, we 
cannot make progress on climate, clean energy, or 
environmental protection. We’ll continue to support 
and defend the VVRA. 

In this polarized political landscape, the divided 
General Assembly agreed on very few policies to 
make progress this year, even on non-controversial 
proposals such as a ban on use of cyanide in mining 
and a measure to facilitate solar on schools. Despite 
steep odds, we did defeat several attempts to force 

potentially enormous costs of unproven modular nu-
clear reactors onto Virginia ratepayers, and achieved 
a major win when Dominion Energy failed in its bid 
to arbitrarily increase its profit margin. Additionally, 
a landmark utility regulation bill sponsored by Sen. 
Jennifer McClellan and Del. Lee Ware passed, restoring 
State Corporation Commission oversight of inves-
tor-owned utility profits and rates. Lastly, as of this 
writing, no budget agreement has been reached be-
tween the Republican House and Democratic Senate. 
Budget negotiators continue dialogue, attempting to 
iron out differences in priorities. 

Overall, thanks to thorough pre-session preparation, 
and the perseverance and commitment of staff and 
volunteer leaders enduring numerous, sometimes 
lengthy committee meetings, we were able to again 
defend against attacks on our recent legislative prog-
ress, while notching a win or two despite the pitfalls 
of divided government. With new electoral maps and 
the retirement of numerous incumbents, we have an 
opportunity to restore an environmental majority in 
the General Assembly later this year. 
Sincerely, 

Bob Shippee 
Legislative Chair
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Standout Legislators 

Monty Mason
The Sierra Club appreciates 
Senator Mason’s diligent com-
mitment to understanding the is-
sues and the legislation. Senator 
Mason’s well-grounded questions, 
thought-provoking ideas, and will-
ingness to listen have proven in-
valuable in the Senate. We thank Senator Mason 
for his collaborative work in the 2023 session. 

Scott Surovell
The Sierra Club appreciates Senator 
Scott Surovell’s firm grasp of com-
plicated environmental issues be-
fore the General Assembly, and 
we value his willingness to have an 
open dialogue with us to improve 
legislation and advance environ-
mental protections in Virginia. We 
thank Senator Surovell for his 2023 session efforts. 

Ghazala Hashmi
The Sierra Club appreciates Senator 
Ghazala Hashmi for her diligence 
and partnership with us on legisla-
tion throughout the year. Senator 
Hashmi asks the right questions 
and has been a most effective col-
laborator since elected. This year, 
we thank Senator Hashmi for patroning a bill to 
expand solar economic development opportunities.

Chap Petersen
The Sierra Club is deeply thank-
ful for Senator Chap Petersen’s 
efforts as Chair of the Senate 
Agriculture, Conservation, and 
Natural Resources Committee. 
We appreciate Senator Petersen’s 
accessibility and willingness to 
engage in conversation about important legisla-
tion. We thank Senator Petersen for his successful  
effort to defend Advanced Clean Car Standards to  
lower tailpipe pollution in Virginia and for protecting 
Virginia’s membership in the Regional Greenhouse 
Gas Initiative.

Mamie Locke
In the 2023 Session, Senator 
Mamie Locke continued her long-
standing and critically important 
work to secure and expand voting 
rights in Virginia. We are deeply ap-
preciative of Senator Locke’s work 
attempting to pass a constitutional 
amendment guaranteeing voting rights. The right to 
vote is sacred, and should be ensured for all. We 
thank Senator Locke for continuing her years-long 
efforts to protect voting rights, without which we 
cannot fully realize our potential as a democracy.

Candi Mundon-King
The Sierra Club greatly appreci-
ated Delegate Candi Mundon-
King’s work in the 2023 session; 
her passionate floor speeches in 
defense of voting rights, civil rights, 
women’s rights, LGBTQ+ rights, 
and more were inspirational. We 
deeply respect Delegate Mundon-King’s diligence 
and commitment to asking vital questions about 
legislation and thank her for her excellent commu-
nications with Sierra Club staff and volunteers on 
key legislation and issues.

Jill Vogel
The Sierra Club thanks Senator 
Jill Vogel for supporting the 
Virginia Clean Economy Act and 
the Regional Greenhouse Gas 
Initiative, which have lowered pol-
lution across Virginia. This year, we 
thank Senator Vogel for advocat-
ing for the study of data centers related to energy 
consumption and further legislation regarding land 
use and siting issues.
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Keeping Score:

With the climate crisis unfolding rapidly and public 
health and safety consequences being felt far and 
wide, state-level climate and energy policies have 
never been more critical. At the same time, renew-
able energy sources like wind and solar are becoming 
more affordable than dirty fossil fuels. Unfortunately, 
Virginia’s monopoly utilities and other polluters are 
still pursuing short-sighted ways to profit off of coal, 
gas and oil and limit access to clean energy solutions. 
Dominion Energy, especially, continues to use its 
deep pockets to announce policies that harm our 
planet and put the burden on taxpayers and their 
customers. 

Fortunately, the shift to a clean energy economy is 
underway, driven by robust and growing consumer 
demand. Public opinion across the political spectrum 
strongly favors clean, renewable energy over pol-
luting fossil fuels. With an expanding, active grass-
roots environmental movement demanding increased 
transparency and accountability in government and  
meaningful action on reducing climate change, we 
can build a clean energy future for all.

Here In Virginia, opportunities to participate in the 
law-making process can seem limited. Virginia’s 
General Assembly sessions are shorter than those 
in many other states. Thousands of bills are filed and 
voted on in rapid succession during the 45-or-60-day 
window. Some bills are voted on with little notice on 
a public docket, curtailing the ability of interested res-
idents to weigh in. The Sierra Club Virginia Chapter 
releases this scorecard to enhance transparency in 
the legislative process, giving Virginians the ability 
to better distinguish between the rhetoric and the 
reality of a lawmaker’s record.

We hope you will examine the votes of your state 
senator and delegate highlighted in our scorecard 
and let them know what you think. Please thank 
them for supporting strong environmental policies 
or let them know that they need to do better. Send 
a letter or an email, make a phone call or schedule a 
visit with your legislator — no matter how you con-
tact them, be sure to let them know you saw their 
grades. You can find your elected officials online, at 
http://virginiageneralassembly.gov.
 
Making the Grade:
Each legislator is graded on key votes during the 
Virginia General Assembly session. The Sierra Club 
Virginia Chapter scores representative votes on leg-
islation relating to policies on climate change, energy 
and equity that most clearly show a distinction be-
tween elected officials who took a pro-environmental 
position and those who did not. Some of these votes 
were cast in committee, others were votes of the full 
state House or Senate. 

For each vote aligned with the Sierra Club position a 
legislator receives one point. If they were the patron 
of a key environmental bill, that legislator receives 
one additional point for the session. Cumulative 
points are then divided by the total number of op-
portunities to vote on environmental bills either in 
committee or on the floor. This percentage is printed 
in the scorecard. Each legislator is assigned a grade 
on the basis of their total score. 

Hundreds of bills that impact our environment are 
introduced in the legislature each year. Our score-
card reflects only key votes on policies relating to 
climate change, energy, environmental justice and 
equity. This scorecard is one tool to use to evaluate 

your elected officials’ performance on environmen-
tal issues. While we applaud recent improvements 
in transparency, some critical actions during the 
General Assembly session remain off the record, such 
as amendments changing the substance or impact 
of a bill, and bills that are left undocketed. 

Note: Bills are assigned a name and number by state 
legislative staff as they are introduced. For clarity, 
we refer to bills in this publication by non-technical 
names. You can find official bill titles and supple-
mental information online in the state’s database at 
lis.virginia.gov via bill number search.

Keeping Score & Making the Grade

Your Senator
Senate of Virginia
P.O. Box 396
Richmond, VA 23218 

Your Delegate
Pocahontas Building
P.O. Box 406
Richmond, VA 23218

Write your Write your 
legislator:legislator:

You can find your elected 
officials online, at 
virginiageneralassembly.gov

http://virginiageneralassembly.gov
http://lis.virginia.gov
http://virginiageneralassembly.gov


Sierra Club Virginia Chapter6

O	SB 848: Solar on More Schools

Sen. Barbara Favola, D-31
Del. Suhas Subramanyam, D-87
This simple legislation would have made available 
to school districts, via the Commission on School 
Modernization, tools and information to ensure that 
when constructing or renovating a school building, the 
school district could take advantage of the financial and 
environmental benefits of solar energy on rooftops. 
Unfortunately, this bill was defeated in the House 
Appropriations Committee after passing the Senate. 
The Senate floor vote on final passage and the House 
Appropriations Committee vote are scored. 

O	SJ 522: Studying Data Centers 
	 and their Effects

Sen. Chap Petersen, D-34
Del. Danica Roem, D-13
This bill would have required the Department of 
Energy, in consultation with others, to undertake a 
study of the proliferation of data centers being built 
and operating in the Commonwealth. The study would 
have considered their massive energy consumption 
and effect on clean energy targets, their incentive 
structures, and studied proper and effective siting and 
land-use solutions. After passing the Senate, this study 
was defeated in a House Subcommittee. The Senate 
floor vote on final passage and the House subcommit-
tee vote are scored.

O	HB1722 - Institute a ban on cyanide		
	 in mining processes

Del. Shelly Simonds, D-94
Despite passing through the committee process with 
broad, bipartisan support, the House Republican majority 
killed this commonsense water protection bill. The 
bill would have banned the use of cyanide in mining 
processes in Virginia, protecting the land and water. The 
Sierra Club strongly objected to the maneuver by House 

Republicans to kill this critical bill by returning it to the 
committee after it reached the House floor. Virginians 
deserve clean water. Virginians don’t deserve to have 
their health put at risk by the whims of a company that 
wants to use dangerous chemicals to make a profit. The 
House Republican majority should have taken a vote. The 
voters deserved to know where they stand. Because of 
this, we have scored the procedural House floor vote to 
kill this bill.

O	B 1266: Fixing and Advancing 
	 Virginia’s Shared Solar Programs

Sen. Scott Surovell, D-36
For several years, efforts have been made to expand 
solar energy in Virginia. Unfortunately, a State Corpora-
tion Commission ruling agreed with Dominion Energy’s 
proposed “minimum bill” (the minimum monthly amount 
a shared solar customer would have to pay) of $55. This 
outrageous minimum bill makes the shared solar pro-
gram unworkable and slows the clean energy transition 
at a time when we need to speed it up. This legislation 
would have set a fair minimum bill and helped the pro-
gram grow. Unfortunately, it was defeated in a House 
subcommittee. The Senate floor vote on final passage 
and the House subcommittee vote are scored.

X	HB 1378: Repealing Advanced 
	 Clean Car Standards

Del. Tony Wilt, R-26
Transportation is the largest source of air pollution. 
To address this, Virginia adopteadvanced clean car 
standards in 2021. This commonsense legislation will, 
over time, deliver more electric vehicles to Virginia 
dealerships. Personal auto use is the largest slice of 
transportation pollution. HB1378 would have repealed 
Virginia’s tailpipe emission standards and removed the 
targets for lower pollution. Fortunately, this bill was 
defeated in a Senate committee. The House floor vote 
on final passage and Senate committee vote are scored.

X	HB 1783: The Natural Gas Industry’s 
	 Preemption Model Legislation

Del. Israel O’Quinn, R-5
The natural gas industry has been on a mission across 
the country to try to cement their influence and tie our 
communities to natural gas pollution for generations 
to come. This legislation would have co-opted Virginia 
localities’ authority to mandate the construction of 
all-electric buildings. Local action is an important tool 
for addressing climate change. This industry-written 
and -backed bill would have been disastrous for Virgin-
ia. Fortunately, it was defeated in a Senate committee. 
The House floor vote on final passage and the Senate 
committee vote are scored.

X	HB 2197: Defining Nuclear 
	 and Hydrogen Energy as 
	 Renewable Energy

Del. Kathy Byron, R-22
This legislation would have totally disrupted the care-
fully crafted renewable portfolio standard (RPS) created 
in the Virginia Clean Economy Act by allowing non-re-
newable sources of energy to count in the program 
alongside renewable energy like wind or solar. HB2197 
would have defined nuclear and hydrogen energy as 
renewable, damaging Virginia’s burgeoning renewable 
energy economy. Fortunately, this bill was defeated 
in a Senate committee. The House floor vote on final 
passage and the Senate committee vote are scored. 

X	SB 1001: Repealing Virginia’s 
	 Participation in the Regional 
	 Greenhouse Gas Initiative

Sen. Richard Stuart, R-28
This bill would have removed Virginia as a member state 
in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). RGGI 
is a successful program that lowers pollution in our 
communities by making carbon emitters pay for their 

Key Bill Summaries

O – Sierra Club Supported X – Sierra Club Opposed
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pollution. Since clean energy sources do not produce 
carbon pollution, they avoid these costs and therefore 
become more attractive to utilities. The money raised 
from purchase of carbon allowances is returned to 
communities in the form of energy efficiency and flood 
resilience projects. Fortunately, SB1001 failed in a 
Senate committee. The Senate committee vote is scored.

O	SB 1471: Banning the Personal 
	 Use of Campaign Funds

Sen. Jennifer Boysko, D-33
For too long in Virginia, the line between campaign 
expenses spent on true electoral purposes vs. per-
sonal use has been blurred. This commonsense, good 
governance bill would have defined the terms for 
legislators to abide by when spending money from 
their political committee accounts. Unfortunately, 
House Republicans defeated SB1471 in a subcommit-
tee. The Senate floor vote on final passage and the 
House subcommittee vote are scored.

X	HB 1444: Reinstating Photo 
	 Identification Requirement 
	 for Voting

Del. Lee Ware R-65
The Sierra Club believes in the fundamental right to the 
ballot box. This bill would have reinstated a previously 
repealed law that had eliminated the requirement that 
a voter present a photo ID. Requiring photo identifi-
cation disenfranchises voters, since many Virginians 

lack a photo ID, and it can be burdensome to obtain 
one. Photo ID laws can be used to suppress access 
to the ballot. Supporting such bills are claims of voter 
fraud, which is exceedingly rare. Fortunately, this bill 
was defeated in a Senate committee. The House floor 
vote on final passage and the Senate committee vote to 
reinstate photo ID requirements are scored.

X	SB 1231: Amendments by the 
	 Governor to Biomass Energy Bills

Governor Glenn Youngkin
The Sierra Club strongly opposed amendments 
that Governor Glenn Youngkin made toSB1231 and 
HB2026. These bills deal with biomass; the burning 
of wood products for energy. The Governor’s amend-
ments worsened these bills. They attempted to create 
a narrative that clean energy will be responsible for 
shortages to the power grid. Additionally, they gave an 
unworthy handout to one company that was attempting 
to do a runaround of Virginia’s climate laws. Thankfully, 
all of the amendments were defeated and the Senate 
floor vote to do so is scored.

O	HB 1604 / SB 1321: The Affordable 
	 Energy Act

Sen. Jennifer McClellan, D-9
Del. Lee Ware, R-65
This bill restores much-needed authority to State Cor-
poration Commission regulators to review and adjust 
Dominion Energy’s electricity rates. The Commission 
will be able to lower or raise rates based on their 

assessment of the company’s needs. The legislature is 
removed from the process and the experts can regu-
late. The Senate and House floor votes on final passage 
are scored.

O	SB 1333: Solar Economic 
	 Opportunity Program under 
	 the Inflation Reduction Act

Sen. Ghazala Hashmi D-10
SB1333 would have directed the Clean Energy 
Advisory Board to apply for Greenhouse Gas Reduc-
tion Funds, which would have funded Virginia’s 
Low-to-Moderate Solar Loan and Rebate Program.  
SB 1333 increased the maximum loan, rebate, or grant 
available under the program from $12,000 to $18,000 
and loosened weatherization requirements to make 
it easier for low-income Virginians to enroll in the 
program. The Senate floor vote to pass this bill, and the 
House committee vote to defeat it, are scored.

O	SB 1166 / HB2275: Reforming 
	 Commission on Electricity Regulation

Sen. Scott Surovell, D-36 
Del. Terry Kilgore, R-1
This bill would allow General Assembly members to 
have a more in-depth and thorough understanding 
of electricity regulation, thus informing them of the 
benefits of clean energy vs. dirty fossil fuels. The bill 
would allow the Commission on Electricity Regulation 
to play a more critical role in policymaking.

O – Sierra Club Supported X – Sierra Club Opposed

Key Bill Summaries Continued
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Throughout the year, the Sierra Club Virginia Chapter 
is advocating for policies that we know will result in 
a cleaner, healthier Virginia for all. Legislative action 
is almost always a prerequisite for progress in the 
areas where the Sierra Club Virginia Chapter focus-
es. Legislators and staff will find below, organized 
by the categories of our work, legislation ideas and 
needs. For more information on each of the potential 
options included, please contact the staff member 
whose name and contact information is listed next 
to each of the topic areas.
 
Clean Transportation 
& Smart Growth
(Cheri Conca, cheri.conca@sierraclub.org)

The Clean Transportation & Smart Growth program 
aims to equitably decrease tailpipe pollution, which 
is Virginia’s largest source of greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Any of the following actions would signifi-
cantly reduce Virginia’s tailpipe emissions and make 
the most dramatic impact for cleaner air. Our top 
priorities include:

•	 Reducing vehicle miles traveled through enhanced 
transit and bicycle/pedestrian options, and;

•	 Facilitating the transition from fossil fuel vehicles 
to battery electric models; and

•	 Fully funding Virginia’s Electric Vehicle Grant 
Program for new and used EVs, and;

•	 Extending the Zero-Fare Transit Program, and;

•	 Increasing funding for affordable housing near 
transit, and;

•	 Enacting emissions quantification and reduction 
goals for surface transportation, and;

•	 Adopting the Clean Trucks Act

Offshore Wind
(Eileen Woll, eileen.woll@sierraclub.org)

The Offshore Energy Program aims to equitably de-
velop and scale the renewable energy industry on 
Virginia’s coast. The faster zero-emission offshore 
wind power is delivered off Virginia’s coast, the faster 
we reduce Virginia’s power sector emissions and de-
velop the clean energy jobs of the future. Any of the 
following actions would significantly advance Virginia 
as a leader in offshore wind. Our priorities include: 

•	 Requiring third party estimates for offshore wind 
project developments being constructed by a 
utility to compare, contrast, and ensure fair wind 
pricing for Virginians, and;

•	 Setting a goal of increased offshore wind pro-
duction to compete with other states. Virginia 
should set a goal north of 8.7 GW of offshore 
wind by 2035, in line with neighboring states, up 
from its current 5.2 GW, and;

•	 Ensuring offshore wind energy jobs are developed 
equitably by prioritizing hiring and community 
involvement goals included in a recent agreement 
between the Sierra Club and Dominion Energy in 
a State Corporation Commission case.

Solar on Schools
(McKenna Dunbar, mckenna.dunbar@sierraclub.org)

The Solar on Schools Program promotes sustainable 
learning environments, reduces energy consump-
tion, and saves taxpayers a huge amount of money.  

By incorporating solar-ready rooftops in the rede-
sign or new construction of Virginia school buildings 
school districts can facilitate net-zero energy con-
sumption and achieve major long-term cost savings. 
Neglecting solar-ready designs risks costly retrofitting 
and missed opportunities for experiential learning in 
renewable energy. To ensure successful implemen-
tation, our priorities include: 

•	 Developing statewide solar-ready guidelines is-
sued by the Department of Education or the 
Department of Energy that show school districts 
a ready-crafted path to solar installation, and;

•	 Mandating solar-ready designs in new construc-
tion and major renovations to ensure school dis-
tricts aren’t leaving behind energy savings and 
cost savings to taxpayers, and; 

•	 Offering financial incentives, such as grants or 
low-interest loans, for school districts adopting 
solar-ready designs, coupled with IRA incentives.

Building Electrification
(McKenna Dunbar, mckenna.dunbar@sierraclub.org)

To accelerate Virginia’s progress towards the Virginia 
Clean Economy Act (VCEA) goals and enhance envi-
ronmental sustainability, we advocate for the man-
datory implementation of building electrification and 
energy efficiency measures in the redesign or new 
construction of government buildings under 5,000 
sq ft. Prioritizing electrification and efficiency will 
not only reduce greenhouse gas emissions but also 
decrease overall energy consumption, aligning with 
VCEA objectives. To ensure a specific and effective 
execution, our priorities include:

A Sampling of Our Legislative Priorities
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A Sampling of Our Legislative Priorities Continued

•	 Establishing a clear policy directive requiring 
all new and renovated government buildings 
under 5,000 sq ft to utilize electric-powered 
heating, cooling, and water heating systems, and 
adhere to high-performance energy efficiency 
standards, and;

•	 Allocating dedicated funding to support gov-
ernment entities in implementing building elec-
trification and energy efficiency improvements, 
including grants, tax credits, low-interest loans, 
and use of IRA funds, and;

•	 Developing a robust monitoring and evaluation 
framework to assess the impact of these mea-
sures on energy consumption, emissions reduc-
tion, and progress towards VCEA goals

The Outdoors and 
Protecting Wild Places 
(Connor Kish, connor.kish@sierraclub.org)

Virginia is filled with special and historic places from 
the beaches to the mountains. We must prioritize 
clean rivers and tributaries and a clean bay, stop 
the pollution of our air and waterways, and protect, 
enhance, and expand access to our state parks and 
treasured outdoor places. To ensure these goals are 
achievable, our priorities include:

•	 Protecting Virginians from dangerous and toxic 
mining operations that put corporate interna-
tional profits above the health of our people, 
water, and air. 

•	 Eliminating urban and suburban heat islands by 
supporting and funding programs to expand tree 

canopy in Virginia and allow localities to require 
the planting of more native trees. 

•	 Funding the maintenance backlog at all of our 
state parks to ensure that they do not fall into 
states of disrepair and remain safe, enjoyable, 
accessible places to explore the outdoors. 

Environmental Justice for All 
(Gustavo Angeles, gustavo.angeles@sierraclub.org) 

For too long, disadvantaged communities have been 
overburdened with pollution from toxics with little to 
no say about projects occurring or proposed near their 
communities and their homes. To stop the purpose-
ful targeting of communities for polluting projects, 
Virginia needs to ensure its regulatory agencies have 
the tools and resources they need to do their jobs. 
To achieve this, our priorities include:

•	 Funding the Department of Environmental 
Quality to the fullest extent to ensure the proper 
implementation of the Virginia Environmental 
Justice Act in all of the agencies permitting de-
cisions and processes, and;

•	 Funding the Department of Environmental 
Quality for the purpose of requiring the acqui-
sition of high-tech air monitoring systems and the 
associated staff needed to operate and maintain 
them while creating a vast depository of air data 
in overburdened communities, and;

•	 Increasing the staff at the Department of 
Environmental Quality and Virginia Energy to 
expand and ensure robust community engage-
ment occurs.
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Scorecard
On the following pages, a OO means the legislator voted in 
alignment with the Sierra Club position and an XX means 
they voted opposed to the Sierra Club position.
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Senate Scorecard

Senator Party District Grade Extra 
Credit

Total 
Votes

2023 
Score

5 Year 
Avg.

SB848 
(Solar on 
Schools)

SJ240 
(Data Center 

Study)

SB1321 
(Affordable 
Energy Act)

SB1266 
(Fix to 

Minimum 
Solar Bill)

SB1333 
(Solar 

Economic 
Dev. Prog.) 

HB1378 
(Repeal of 
Clean Car 

Standards)

HB1783 
(Natural Gas 
Industry Bill)

HB2197 
(Dismantling 

the RPS 
in VCEA)

SB1001 
(Repealing 

RGGI)

SB1471 
(Personal Use 
of Campaign 

$ Ban)

HB1444 
(Photo ID 
reqs. for 
voting)

SB1231 
(Gov. 1,2,3) 

HB1289 
(PFAS Water 

Notifications)

SB1166 
(2/7 Floor 
Vote,CEUR 

Reform)

Barker D 39 A A 100% 86% O O O O O O O O O O O
Bell D 13 A A 100% 96% O O O O O O O O O O O O

Boysko D 33 A O A 100% 93% O O O O O O O O O O
Chase R 11 F F 56% 27% O O O X X O X O X

Cosgrove R 14 F F 56% 34% O O O X X O X O X
Deeds D 25 A A 100% 95% O O O O O O O O O O O O

DeSteph R 8 F F 50% 29% O O O X X X O X
Dunnavant R 12 D D 67% 38% O O O X O O X O X

Ebbin D 30 A A 100% 95% O O O O O O O O O O O O
Edwards D 21 A A 100% 93% O O O O O O O O O O O
Favola D 31 A O A 100% 94% O O O O O O O O O O O

Hackworth R 38 F F 42% 28% O O O X X X X O X X O X
Hanger R 24 C C 70% 47% O O O O O X O X O X
Hashmi D 10 A O A 100% 95% O O O O O O O O O O O
Howell D 32 A A 100% 93% O O O O O O O O O O
Lewis D 6 A A 100% 84% O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Locke D 2 A A 100% 94% O O O O O O O O O
Lucas D 18 A A 100% 85% O O O O O O O O O O O

Marsden D 37 A A 100% 88% O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Mason D 1 A A 100% 86% O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
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Senator Party District Grade Extra 
Credit

Total 
Votes

2023 
Score

5 Year 
Avg.

SB848 
(Solar on 
Schools)

SJ240 
(Data Center 

Study)

SB1321 
(Affordable 
Energy Act)

SB1266 
(Fix to 

Minimum 
Solar Bill)

SB1333 
(Solar 

Economic 
Dev. Prog.) 

HB1378 
(Repeal of 
Clean Car 

Standards)

HB1783 
(Natural Gas 
Industry Bill)

HB2197 
(Dismantling 

the RPS 
in VCEA)

SB1001 
(Repealing 

RGGI)

SB1471 
(Personal Use 
of Campaign 

$ Ban)

HB1444 
(Photo ID 
reqs. for 
voting)

SB1231 
(Gov. 1,2,3) 

HB1289 
(PFAS Water 

Notifications)

SB1166 
(2/7 Floor 
Vote,CEUR 

Reform)

McClellan D 9 A O A 100% 95% O O O O O O O O O O O O
McDougle R 4 F F 50% 27% O O O X X O X X O X

McPike D 29 A A 100% 98% O O O O O O O O O
Morrissey D 16 A A 100% 88% O O O O O O O O O O O
Newman R 23 F F 45% 27% O O O X X X X O X O X
Norment R 3 F F 45% 36% O O O X X X X O X O X

Obenshain R 26 F F 38% 18% O O O X X X X X X O X O X
Peake R 22 C C 70% 31% O O O O O O X X O X

Petersen D 34 A O A 100% 87% O O O O O O O O O O O
Pillion R 40 F F 56% 27% O O O X X O X O X
Reeves R 17 F F 50% 26% O O O X X O X X O X
Rouse D 7 A A 100% 100% O O O O O O O O
Ruff R 15 F F 42% 27% O O O X X X X O X X O X

Saslaw D 35 B B 82% 79% O O O O O X X O O O O
Spruill D 5 A A 100% 90% O O O O O O O O O O O
Stanley R 20 F F 55% 29% O O O X O X X O X O X
Stuart R 28 F F 45% 30% O O O X X X X O X O X

Suetterlein R 19 D D 64% 32% O O O O O X X O X O X
Surovell D 36 A O A 100% 90% O O O O O O O O O O O O

Vogel R 27 F F 55% 59% O O O X O O X X X

Senate Scorecard Continued



Sierra Club Virginia Chapter13

Delegate Party District Grade Extra 
Credit

Total 
Votes 

Overall

Overall 
2023 
Score

5 Year 
Avg. 

SB848 
(Solar on 
Schools)

HJ522 
(Data Center  

Study)

HB1604 
(Affordable 
Energy Act) 

HB1722 
(Re-refer 
Cyanide 

Mining Ban)

HB2275 
(Initial 

Floor Vote 
CUER Reform)

SB1266 
(Solar

Minimum 
Bill Fix)

SB1333 
(Solar 

Economic 
Development)

HB1378 
(Repeal 

Clean Car 
Standards) 

HB1783 
(Natural Gas 

Industry  
Bill)

HB2197 
(Dismantle 
VECA RPS) 

SB1471 
(Ban Personal 

Use of 
Campaign $)

HB1444 
(Photo ID  

Requirements 
for Voting) 

HB2189 
(PFAS 

Testing)

Adams, D D 68 A 8 100% 99% O O O O O O O O
Adams, L R 16 F 8 38% 30% O X O X X X X O
Anderson R 83 F 8 38% 35% O X O X X X X O

Austin R 19 F 9 33% 32% X O X O X X X X O
Avoli R 20 F 8 38% 25% O X O X X X X O

Bagby D 74 A 9 100% 94% O O O O O O O O O
Ballard R 12 F 8 38% 72% O X O X X X X O
Batten R 96 F 9 33% 29% O X O X X X X X O

Bell, R. B. R 58 F 8 38% 29% O X O X X X X O
Bennett-Parker D 45 A 8 100% 100% O O O O O O O O

Bloxom R 100 F 11 27% 35% X O X O X X X X X X O
Bourne D 71 A 8 100% 96% O O O O O O O O
Brewer R 64 F 9 33% 23% X O X O X X X X O
Bulova D 37 A 10 100% 93% O O O O O O O O O
Byron R 22 F 10 30% 18% X O X O X X X X X O

Campbell, J R 6 F 8 38% 30% O X O X X X X O
Campbell, Ellen R 24 F 8 38% 28% O X O X X X X O

Carr D 69 A 9 100% 96% O O O O O O O O O
Cherry R 66 F 8 38% 35% O X O X X X X O
Clark D 79 A 8 100% 100% O O O O O O O O

Convirs-Fowler D 21 A 7 100% 96% O O O O O O O O
Cordoza R 91 F 8 38% 35% O X O X X X X O
Coyner R 62 F 9 33% 32% X O X O X X X X O
Davis R 84 F 9 33% 40% X O X O X X X X O

Delaney D 67 A 8 100% 94% O O O O O O O O

House Scorecard
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Delegate Party District Grade Extra 
Credit

Total 
Votes 

Overall

Overall 
2023 
Score

5 Year 
Avg. 

SB848 
(Solar on 
Schools)

HJ522 
(Data Center  

Study)

HB1604 
(Affordable 
Energy Act) 

HB1722 
(Re-refer 
Cyanide 

Mining Ban)

HB2275 
(Initial 

Floor Vote 
CUER Reform)

SB1266 
(Solar

Minimum 
Bill Fix)

SB1333 
(Solar 

Economic 
Development)

HB1378 
(Repeal 

Clean Car 
Standards) 

HB1783 
(Natural Gas 

Industry  
Bill)

HB2197 
(Dismantle 
VECA RPS) 

SB1471 
(Ban Personal 

Use of 
Campaign $)

HB1444 
(Photo ID  

Requirements 
for Voting) 

HB2189 
(PFAS 

Testing)

Durant R 28 F 8 38% 35% O X O X X X X O
Edmunds R 60 F 9 44% 35% O X O O X X X X O

Fariss R 59 F 8 38% 23% O X O X X X X O
Filler-Corn D 41 A 9 100% 96% O O O O O O O O O

Fowler R 55 F 9 33% 32% O X O X X X X X O
Freitas R 30 F 8 38% 26% O X O X X X X O
Gilbert R 15 F 8 38% 25% O X O X X X X O
Glass D 89 A 8 100% 100% O O O O O O O O

Gooditis D 10 A 8 100% 98% O O O O O O O O
Greenhalgh R 85 F 8 38% 35% O X O X X X X O

Guzman D 31 A 8 100% 100% O O O O O O O O
Hayes D 77 A 10 100% 92% X O O O O O O O O O
Head R 17 F 9 33% 27% X O X O X X X X O

Helmer D 40 A 9 100% 100% O O O O O O O O O
Herring D 46 A 9 100% 96% O O O O O O O O O
Hodges R 98 F 9 33% 30% X O X O X X X X O
Hope D 47 A 8 100% 98% O O O O O O O O

Hudson D 57 A 8 100% 100% O O O O O O O O
Jenkins D 76 A 8 100% 98% O O O O O O O O
Kilgore R 1 F O 9 44% 26% O X O X X X X O
Knight R 81 F 9 33% 27% X O X O X X X X O
Kory D 38 A 8 100% 98% O O O O O O O O

Krizek D 44 A 9 100% 96% O O O O O O O O O
LaRock R 33 F 8 38% 26% O X O X X X X O

Leftwich R 78 F 8 38% 35% O X O X X X X O

House Scorecard Continued
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Delegate Party District Grade Extra 
Credit

Total 
Votes 

Overall

Overall 
2023 
Score

5 Year 
Avg. 

SB848 
(Solar on 
Schools)

HJ522 
(Data Center  

Study)

HB1604 
(Affordable 
Energy Act) 

HB1722 
(Re-refer 
Cyanide 

Mining Ban)

HB2275 
(Initial 

Floor Vote 
CUER Reform)

SB1266 
(Solar

Minimum 
Bill Fix)

SB1333 
(Solar 

Economic 
Development)

HB1378 
(Repeal 

Clean Car 
Standards) 

HB1783 
(Natural Gas 

Industry  
Bill)

HB2197 
(Dismantle 
VECA RPS) 

SB1471 
(Ban Personal 

Use of 
Campaign $)

HB1444 
(Photo ID  

Requirements 
for Voting) 

HB2189 
(PFAS 

Testing)

Lopez D 49 A 9 100% 98% O O O O O O O O O
Maldonado D 50 A 9 100% 95% O O O O O O O O O

March R 7 F 8 38% 30% O X O X X X X O
Marshall R 14 F 10 40% 26% X O X O O X X X X O
McGuire R 56 F 8 38% 28% O X O X X X X O

McNamara R 8 F 9 33% 33% O X O X X X X X O
McQuinn D 70 A 9 100% 94% X O O O O O O O O
Morefield R 3 F 9 33% 25% O O X O X X X X O

Mullin D 93 A 8 100% 98% O O O O O O O O
Mundon King D 2 A 8 100% 94% O O O O O O O O

Murphy D 34 A 9 100% 94% O O O O O O O O O
O'Quinn R 5 F 9 33% 23% O X O X X X X X O
Orrock R 54 F 9 33% 32% X O X O X X X X X O
Plum D 36 A 10 100% 96% X O O O O O O O O O
Price D 95 A 8 100% 96% O O O O O O O O

Ransone R 99 F 9 33% 22% O X O X X X X X O
Rasoul D 11 A O 10 100% 92% X O O O O O O O O
Reid D 32 A 9 100% 94% O O O O O O O O O

Robinson R 27 F 8 38% 26% O X O X X X X O
Roem D 13 A O 9 100% 100% O O O O O O O O

Runion R 25 F 9 33% 28% O X O X X X X X O
Scott D D 80 A 9 100% 96% O O O O O O O O O
Scott P R 88 F 8 38% 30% O X O X X X X O
Seibold D 35 A 8 100% 100% O O O O O O O O
Sewell D 51 A 8 100% 100% O O O O O O O O

House Scorecard Continued
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Delegate Party District Grade Extra 
Credit

Total 
Votes 

Overall

Overall 
2023 
Score

5 Year 
Avg. 

SB848 
(Solar on 
Schools)

HJ522 
(Data Center  

Study)

HB1604 
(Affordable 
Energy Act) 

HB1722 
(Re-refer 
Cyanide 

Mining Ban)

HB2275 
(Initial 

Floor Vote 
CUER Reform)

SB1266 
(Solar

Minimum 
Bill Fix)

SB1333 
(Solar 

Economic 
Development)

HB1378 
(Repeal 

Clean Car 
Standards) 

HB1783 
(Natural Gas 

Industry  
Bill)

HB2197 
(Dismantle 
VECA RPS) 

SB1471 
(Ban Personal 

Use of 
Campaign $)

HB1444 
(Photo ID  

Requirements 
for Voting) 

HB2189 
(PFAS 

Testing)

Shin D 86 A 8 100% 100% O O O O O O O O
Sickles D 43 A 10 100% 91% X O O O O O O O O O
Simon D 53 A 8 100% 96% O O O O O O O O

Simonds D 94 A O 10 100% 100% O O O O O O O O O
Subramanyam D 87 A O 9 100% 98% O O O O O O O O

Sullivan D 48 A O 9 100% 94% O O O O O O O O
Tata R 82 F 8 38% 35% O X O X X X X O

Taylor R 63 F 9 33% 32% O X O X X X X X O
Torian D 52 A 9 100% 92% O O O O O O O O O
Tran D 42 A 9 100% 100% O O O O O O O O O

VanValkenburg D 72 A 8 100% 94% O O O O O O O O
Wachsmann R 75 F 9 33% 32% O X O X X X X X O
Walker, W. R 23 F 8 38% 19% O X O X X X X O
Wampler R 4 F 9 33% 17% X O X O X X X X O

Ward D 92 A 8 100% 94% O O O O O O O O
Ware R 65 F O 10 40% 41% O X O X X X X X O
Watts D 39 A 8 100% 96% O O O O O O O O

Webert R 18 F 10 40% 36% O X O X O X X X X O
Wiley R 29 F 8 38% 28% O X O X X X X O
Willett D 73 A 9 100% 100% O O O O O O O O O

Williams W R 9 F 9 33% 32% O X O X X X X X O
Williams-Graves D 90 A 9 100% 95% O O O O O O O O O

Wilt R 26 F 10 40% 29% X O X O O X X X X O
Wright R 61 F 9 44% 26% O X O O X X X X O
Wyatt R 97 F 9 33% 20% X O X O X X X X O

House Scorecard Continued
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The Sierra Club is the largest and most 
influential grassroots environmental 
organization in the country, with more than 
3.8 million members and supporters. Our 
successes range from protecting millions 
of acres of wilderness to helping pass 
the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, and 
Endangered Species Act. More recently, 
we’ve made history by leading the charge 
to move away from the dirty fossil fuels 
that cause climate disruption and toward a 
clean energy economy. The Virginia Chapter 
represents over 20,000 members and twelve 
local groups across the Commonwealth, 
supporting a network over 100,000 
strong. We welcome every Virginian to 
join the grassroots movement for climate 
solutions. Together, we can build healthy 
communities, connect with nature and 
ensure future generations can thrive.

Explore, Enjoy and Protect the Planet

Virginia Chapter 
100 West Franklin Street, 
Mezzanine  
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
(804)225-9113

sierraclub.org/virginia

http://sierraclub.org/virginia
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