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11 South Street —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
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New York

CODE
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STREETS! NUMBER
31 Chambers Street
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New York
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New York

[REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
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9
DATE
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

k..

—EXCELLENT
3QCGOOD

—FAIR

—DETERIORATED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
—UNALTERED

JQ^LTERED

CHECK ONE
XX-ORIGINALSITE

—MOVED DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on the southeast tip of lower Manhattan at the mouth 
of the East River, the Battery Maritime Building was erected in 
1909. The massive steel structure is bounded on the north by 
South Street, on the east by piers, on the south by New York 
Harbor and on the west by the Staten Island ferry terminal.

The Battery Maritime Building is rectangular in plan, measuring 
250 feet in length by 140 feet in width. Three rounded arches 
on the south elevation shelter three ferry slips. Each arch 
measures fifty feet in width. Above the arches a floor housing 
offices and passenger facilities extends the length of the building.
An additional story for offices was built atop the terminal during 
the mid-twentieth century. The upper story is sheathed in steel 
panels, and its design is not in keeping with that of the original 
building. The ferry slips and the office story are covered by a 
flat roof.

The north, or street elevation of the structure is characterized 
by a tall open portico supported by five steel arches bearing on 
stone piers. Six pairs of square tapering steel columns with ornate 
capitals and scroll brackets support a truncated hipped roof above 
the portico. The wall of the terminal building sheltered by the 
portico is characterized by fifteen tall rectangular windows, five 
double doors, and engaged steel pilasters framing these openings.

The decorative treatment of the south, or river elevation is fj 
more ornate than that of the opposite side. The south elevation is 
constructed of riveted steel plates and girders. Numerous motifs 
are boldly expressed on the steel facade, enhancing the wall surfaces. 
Four tall pilasters surmounted by scrolled capitals flank the three 
arched ferry slips. Recessed latticework, raised moldings, 
decorative scrolls, and steel rosettes are among the features which 
embellish the steel structural elements of the building. The 
office story directly above the ferry slips consists of a horizontal 
band of paired double-hung, six over six light windows.

The interior of the Battery Maritime Building retains many of its 
original steel architectural elements such as columns, beams, and 
high molded ceilings. The original passengers waiting room is 
essentially intact. However, to accomodate the needs of its present 
occupant, the New York City Department of Marine and Aviation, the 
concourse level of the terminal building has been divided by 
removable partitions into offices and storage areas. A small area 
on the ground floor level has been adapted for use as a waiting 
room for ferry passengers.
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—COMMUNITY PLANNING
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—INVENTION
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—LITERATURE
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—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
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—THEATER
Xtransportation 
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1909 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Charles Morris and 
Richard Walker

l'-

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1909 as the Municipal Ferry Pier for the line 
connecting Manhattan with South Brooklyn, the Battery Maritime 
Building is the last remaining ferry terminal on the East River. 
Designed by the architectural firm of Walker and Morris, the 
massive structure is a significant expression of the Beaux Arts 
style in steel, as well as an illustration of civic architecture 
in New York City at the turn of the century. In addition to its 
architectural merits, the Battery Maritime Building is significant 
for its association with New York City's maritime transportation 
history.

From the time New York was founded, the lower tip of Manhattan 
Island became the terminal point for ferry service to Brooklyn and 
Staten Island. Before the numerous bridges connecting Manhattan to 
the surrounding boroughs were built, ferries played a vital role in 
the growth and development of the city. By the last quarter of the 
nineteeth century, seventeen separate ferry lines plied the East River 
between New York and Brooklyn. Service between South Street,
Manhattan and Thirty-Ninth Street, Brooklyn commenced in 1887.

The present Municipal Ferry Pier (Battery Maritime Building) was 
built under the auspices of the New York Department of Docks and 
Ferries. In 1906 the city assumed control of the ferry line, and 
the new terminal was completed in 1909. The pier was designed by 
the architectural firm of (Richard) Walker and (Charles) Morris, 
and erected by engineer Frederick Snare (1862-1946). An illustration 
of the compatability of ornate stylistic elements with engineering 
construction, the municipal ferry pier is an early manifestation of 
the architectural effects possible using structural steel. Charles 
Morris had studied at the Beaux Arts school in Paris for two years, 
and his firm's design for the ferry terminal strongly reflects this 
influence. In the Battery Maritime Building Walker and Morris 
achieved the monumentality and ornamentation of Beaux Arts classicism 
in a building of relatively modest dimensions.

The City of New York operated the Manhattan-Thirty-Ninth Street 
ferry line until March 15, 1938. The terminal building has remained 
in continuous operation since 1909. Presently the U.S. Coast Guard 
operates a ferry from the Battery Maritime Building to Governor's 
Island in New York Harbor. Since 1959 the offices of the New York
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City Department of Marine and Aviation have been located on 
several floors of the renovated Municipal Ferry Pier. The 
Battery Maritime Building remains as the last ferry terminal on 
the East River, and its past reflects the maritime history of 
the Port of New York during the early twentieth century.
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. I

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! (^, ^

engineer; YrtJzAAjt)^ S^oty\S 

landscap^garden designer; artist/artisan;
interior decorator:

arcliitec

builder/contractor;

ETHNIC group;

names;
(label role 

&
appropriate date)

personal
'■■'I

events

-1
institutional

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: |P'\^

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

%
DATES* DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): ^ 0

adAjA

SOURCE, (oj. NOMINATION) PRIVATE

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY:

acreage;' (to nearest tenth of an acre)

■ STATE LOCAL GOV’T C^^^CIP^^ COUNTY

NCY:

COMMENTS; (iriclvde architectural information here)

0V<J Sxf>OT(t\ ^*isCja,C^e, %

SlGNIFICANjGE»(maximum two sentence)

^LVSIa 5

u uAVd ^f//TlAAxr^ 1^dr

v:^



— ■

■ ‘. ■ '^t- ■' s, •.

";■:■■

s. >

k.: :
T ’-V,;

> %’

K

r^M:

(!, ;> '-'•V^.

■ “ ...
7‘%.

i-

r:
^■:r-

-i;f.

■r

'v

Z-3
.'S/kn&s ^ /W-^g2^dL.

(gyfJ^/Pdkl lf>r<5ch4eJ cc^moL. Ui>l4i___ _
^1*^'- '€^Uip(h'ca

U^ dd? c5^ jSrtd^cd'’"'z
'^dj'dnce/S^ jcA^/nocirdl/^
0^1<ix:cra<Han iniQfb.

ey^6m'pl'^ o4- 007^ 3iyle> ckyf^7s
0 3 -^es / ; -^3&& I^sd' ^-€7P76f j7//jcA ^ L

i .^y^,__ __ _1 ^ ___ ___ i;''.

:i

■■ ^i:, ' . ...
.■ p

♦

' ' ‘^'. ■ ■

,■»-

• , r

• ■ ' '
^' • ■ :T ■ ' • •■'*;■•

■ ■ ■ - ■■ ^ /-.■ :■ ■'

■ '■ ■ ■ ■̂

w W^/7^ - -■ ^ '■■•'-

•:
■ 4^ ' ' ■"'

«’■

‘•' '■

7 / ^

Si.- .
;;

.'.- • :■>:

. ■V'

••' ' V“- ■'. ■ "-'

.. " 4-1
-i ^ ■■.,., ■ (...

. tl. , ” . ' -/. . .'V^ .
'

-
r .-. ■ " ■ ' ■'.':


