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STATE:

New York
COUNTY:

New York

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

h- NAME
JiLi

COMMON:

John Street Methodist Church
AND/OR HISTORIC: —

\
2. location . _________ j-p ..w-.rtM-

STREET AND NUMBER:
44 John Street \p>. REG\7
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CITY OR TOWN:
New York

STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE

New York 36 New York 061
3. CLASSIFICATION .
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CATEGORY
(Check One)

Q District Building

□ Site Q Structure

□ Object

OWNERSHIP

□ Public

[23 Private 
I I Both

Public Acquisition;

I I In Process

r~1 JBeing Considered

STATUS

Q Occupied 
I I Unoccupied 
Q Preservotion work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

I I Restricted 
® Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
I I Commercial 
I I Educational 
I I Entertainment

1 I Government 
I I Industrial 
I I Military 
I I Museum

□ Pork
I I Private Residence 
y~l Religiaus 
I I Scientific

I I Transportation 
□ Other (Specify)

I I Comments

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTp

OWNER’S NAME:

______John Street Metho(3ist Church
STREET AND NUMBER:

___ hli John Street
CITY OR TOWN:

New York
Is. LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

New York

H
z >
0) H
* m
o'
-1
7T

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

New York County Hall of Records
STREET AND NUMBER:

31 Chambers Street
Cl TY OR TOWN:

STATE CODE

New York New York 36
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission C
<

DATE OF SURVEY: 21. IQfiS D Federal 1 1 State Q County Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: \

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

305 Broadway
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:
CODE ■New York New York 56

Rep. Bella Abzug



7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

... ...........................

Excellent
(Check One^

□ Good □ Foir □ Deteriorated 1 1 Ruins 1 1 Unexposed

('Check One)
1 1 Altered [3 Unaltered

(Check One^

1 1 Moved (3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (U known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number of stories; The church is one story high with basement.

Number of bays; The John Street (north) facade is three bays wide.

Layout and/or shape of plan; 'The plan is basically rectangular with 
a semi-circular apse.

Wall construction; The north facade is brown-colordd stuccoed brick. 
The remaining walls are brick.

Structural system; The structural system is masonry bearing wall.

Roof, cornice: On the north facade there is a pediment with a
raking cornice and a closed lower cord surmounting a 
full entablature profiled at the ends.

Other notable features; There is a ^alladian window placed directly 
above the broad main entrance door. Flanking the 
doorway are two elongated round-arched windows.

The pediment enframes a lunette window.
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|6: SIGNIFtCAN^
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PERIOD CCfteclr One or More as i^ppropriate;

[ I Pre-Columbian I O 16th Century

n 15th Century (HI 17th Century

I 1 ,18th Century 
^ 19th Century

I 1 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1841
AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal
I I Prehistoric 
I I Historic 

I I Agriculture 
[5 Architecture 
□ Art 
i I Commerce 
I I Communicotions 
[ I Conservation

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Educati on 
Engineering 
Industry 
Invention 
Landscape 

Architecture 
Literature

Military

Music

□

□
□
□
□
□

Political

Religion/Phi-

losophy

Science

Sculpture

Social/Human­

itarian

Theater

Transportation

( I Urban Planning 
I 1 Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Street Methodist Church is an 
example of theclassical style applied to a small ecclesiastical 
buildirig-.' Standing on the site of the earliest Methodist church in 
New York, the present structure is the product of the third rebuilding, 
accomplished in 1841. The Methodist Society in New York was founded by 
two disciples of John Wesley, who had immigrated to America, Their first 
building, a small one In the colonial style, was dedicated In 1768.
A rebuilding of 1817-18 created a building from which many of the 
elements ~ hand-hewn beams, curved stairways to the sanctuary, floor­
boards and pews — were retained as part of the present church.

The John Street facade, crowned by a wide, low pediment with a 
lunette, is dominated by the great Palladian window above the entrance 
door frame. Two tall round-arched windows which flank the central bay 
are framed by plain frames carried on a corbeled sill. They are crowned 
by arches with keystones. At present, there ar6 plans for a new building 
to the west which will be open at ground level, exposing the western wall 
of the church for the first time. This plan will require that the exposed 
wall be finished in a sympathetic manner, and it will provide a dramatic 
new view of the building.

Inside the church, in addition to the portions of its fabric which 
have survived from the earlier building, there are several reminders of 
its history. A large basement room serves as a gallery displaying prints, 
paintings and other objects Including a large clock which was sent to the 
first congregation by John Wesley, A balcony in the nave was employed 
in the days before the Civil War as a way station on the Underground 
RaiIroad.

Doubly distinguished by Its architecture and by its roots In 
colonial times, this church still stands, a notable structure In t/h^CIty.
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9 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Files of the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission.

1 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
0
D

'LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

K
LATI TUDE

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY; Under OJiG) SCI"

IL.IST AUL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING

fit FORM prepared'^

COUNTY
f

COUNT

county\0 '

r'c\
COUNTY:

NAME AND Tl TUE; Steiihen S. Lash, Associate

ORGANl ZATION New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission Sept. 24, 1971 -

STREET AND NUMBER: 305 Broadway

CITY OR TOWN: New York
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATT^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National PgrlhService. The recommended 
level of significance of tMs nomination is:

National/ □ s/ate ; ■] Local 0

cName

Gate

) \ I — ^

Chairman, N.Y. State Histor1c
Trust

L 7“^

New York
NATIONAL REGISTER ViFIIEICAtIQN

On
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and HUftoric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

^Zglfeeper c^The iaj'jonal Register
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DATS OF RECEIPT 7/5 AH Cl YES
'ZZOO/^jf STATE

NUMBER REGISTER: :

data page
PHOTO (S)
PHOTO DESCRIPTION (S) 
MAP (S)
MAP DESCRIPTION (S) • 
LOGGED 
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EDGE
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WRITER/EDITOR
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
' (July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

New York
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

COMMON: Johii Street Methodist Church Z'-' J
AND/OR HISTORIC: A' frr.'^Arrn ^

STREET AND NUM BER:

UI4 John Street
E;....^1,972 ^

—J »■—j

CITY OR TOWN:

New York
led: t/\A RK/s!' 4"'

U

=)
oc
H
(/)

z

UJ

lU
to

New York
3. MAP REFERgNCe

COUNTY:

New York mi 06l

TlRPifi Quadrangle 7.*3 minute series Jersey City, N.J»- N.Y,
ll2liQQQ_
1967

4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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NEW YORK & RECREATION South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner

April 12, 1973

Mr. Jerry Rogers
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Rogers:

I am returning herewith the National Register form for 
the John St. Methodist Church in New York County, New York. 
Enclosed please find a more recent photograph than the one 
originally submitted which is also enclosed.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Lynn Beebe Weaver 
Research Assistant 
Division for Historic 

Preservation

LBW/dj f



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE new Y<XMC

Date Entered
JUN 4 1973

Name

Lowartown Bistorio District

Baskell Hooss

Stalr;hoira (AUw) Missum

Church of ths Holy Cross

Phsips Msnslcm

John £tr««t Hsthaiist Church

Church of th« Transflguratiou

Location

Z/Xikpcurt 
Blsgsra County

Nay Windsor Tlcinlty 
Orangs County

Alfrsd
Ailagsny County 

Troy
iumssslssr County

Blaghceton 
Broons County

Nav York 
Haw York County

Hw York 
Row York County
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Also Notified

Hon, Jacob K, Javlts 
Bon, James L. Buckley 
Hon, Hanry P, Smith 
Hon. LftajamJji Cilsian 
Hon, Janes F, Hastings 
Bon. Carlton J. King

Director, Northeast Region

Stats Bistorio Preservation Officer 
Mr# Alexander Aldrich, CotBrnlssioner 
Parks and Recreation 
Roobi 303, Couth Swan Street 

Building
Albany, Ney York 12223 

PHR NRowland; pci 6/12/73


