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Earl Evans
Founding Father
Chief Elder Brother

Two years ago when the Brothers of our
Order bestowed the honor upon me to serve as
your Chief Elder Brother, myself and the other
members of our Chief Council promised you that
we would accomplish certain tasks during our term
in office. One of those was to establish a mecha-
nism for dispute resolution within the Fraternity.
Now, as my term draws near its close, I will pre-
sent to our Convention, a proposal for a constitu-
tional amendment to charter another branch of the
governing body of our Fraternity, the “Tribunal.”

All indigenous cultures have their meth-
ods of dispute resolution. Traditionally, some
cultures have made their decisions collectively by
all adult members, while some cultures delegated
that authority to their elected or appointed leader-
ship. Some utilized a system wherein the victim
and the offender; and the family, friends, and key
supporters of both are brought together to discuss
how they and others have been harmed by the
offense and how that harm might be repaired to
bring resolution and healing. Some methods in
societies of various races, ethnicities and cultures
even evolved to be a blend of approaches.

When the United States was formed,
Alexander Hamilton, one of the “architects” of the
Constitution of the United States of America, be-
lieved that that the Supreme Court, lacking both
money and a militia, would be the weakest of the
three branches of US government. But Hamilton
also knew that the new government needed force of
justice to ensure that the two elected branches, the
legislature and the executive, did not overstep or,
more importantly, violate the Constitution.

Should our Assembly vote in Conven-
tion to adopt the amendment to charter the Tribu-
nal, it would create a system of justice unlike that
of any other greek letter organization. It represents
a blend of approaches, with a “court-like” founda-
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principle bodies, the Chapter Tribunal and the
Chief Tribunal.

The Chapter Tribunal is designed to be
the local judiciary in each chapter of the Fraternity
for purposes of enforcement of the Constitution
and laws of the chapter and Fraternity, as well as
the resolution of disputes. The Chapter Tribunal
would seat three individuals, which are the Chapter
Elder Brother as the Justice of the Peace, and two
Peacekeepers appointed by the Chapter President.
Whenever a dispute or an offense occurs within the
jurisdiction of a chapter, the Peacekeepers investi-
gate the incident, attempt to contact and work with
both the offender and the “victim” to resolve the
dispute without a decision forced by the Tribunal.
In the event this is unsuccessful, the matter would
then be heard by the Chapter Tribunal, which is a
panel of both Peacekeepers and the Justice of the
Peace as “chair” of the proceedings. The Chapter
Tribunal would settle the matter by ensuring that
harm or disagreements are settled financially,
morally, and fairly.

The Chief Tribunal is designed as the
appeal level judiciary whereby members or chap-
ters that feel they have been wronged by the Chap-
ter Tribunal can have their matter heard again to
determine of the Chapter Tribunal decision was
fair and accurate. It is also the primary body for
settling complaints against the Chief Council. The
Chief Elder Brother serves as the Chief Justice
along side of two Peace Chiefs appointed by the
Chief President. The Peace Chiefs attempt to
resolve matters between parties without a hearing
being required for settlement by the Chief Tribu-
nal. They also investigate the complaints and help
the Chief Justice decide how disputes should be
settled. Even the Chief Council can not overrule
the Chief Tribunal. It works similar to the way the
supreme court is designed for the United States,
but much simpler.

Through the Tribunal, every member
and chapter can be assured that they will know
when they have been accused and have an oppor-
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a complaint can be assured of a fair and impartial
resolution to keep the peace and right the wrong.
There are also limitations on the Tribunal.

For each offense, there is a minimum
and maximum penalty that a Tribunal can require,
ensuring that no one is treated unfairly and that the
“punishment fits the crime.” If a member or chap-
ter feels it has been treated in an unfair way, the
member or chapter can appeal the issue, and any-
one member ordered stripped of his letters or chap-
ter ordered dissolved, has an automatic right of
appeal to the Chief Tribunal for a three part jury to
decide if the penalty is fair or should be over-
turned. While the Tribunal resolves disputes, the
penalties they can require are limited by the by-
laws enacted by the Chief Council.

We will showcase the processes
of the Tribunal during our annual 2008
Convention and hope that you will find that,
while not perfect, we have kept our promise
to deliver to you a sound mechanism to
resolve disputes in a way that recognizes the
right and autonomy of each chapter to gov-
ern itself, while also ensuring checks and
balances are in place to prevent abuse of
authority. By incorporating this new sys-
tem, we are moving closer and closer to
having our chapters operate similar to tribal
governments, thereby teaching our members
those fundamentals imperative to the preser-
vation of Indian sovereignty and tribal self-
governance.

To our members, I thank you for
the trust and confidence you all have placed
in me. It has truly been an honor to serve
you the last two years, as well as to serve with such
a distinguished, committed and respectable Chief
Council. Being in the company of individuals who
hold so strongly to the principles of our Order
inspires a sense of pride like I never would have
imagined twelve years ago. Thank you gentlemen
for your service, your dedication and most im-
portantly, your friendship. Long Live Phi Sigma

tion. The Tribunal would be organized into two tunity to be heard. Any chapter or member making Nu!!!
°
2007-2006 Highlight: Nu Alpha Chapter
After several years of research and dialogue x * *x ans. A dozen men were invited to join the

the fraternity finally approved the process of
establishing graduate chapters. The mission X
of Phi Sigma Nu graduate chapters are to *
establish professional networking platforms 19
bound by brotherhood for the graduate,
alumni, and professional brothers and to
serve as a resource for the undergraduate *
chapters. Graduate chapters will also strive
to serve the community through community
service and education about American Indi-

fraternity through a newly established

*  graduate chapter but only four answered

 the call. On December 15, 2007 Chris
Conner, Steve Hunt, John Lowery, and
Matt Scott were initiated as the Charter
Class, taking Phi Sigma Nu to a whole new
level. This is why these men are collec-
tively known as “4 Philosophers of a NU
Paradigm”.
For more information contact D. Oxendine

“Design For Phi Nu Flag”



"Your vision will become clear only when you can look into your
own heart. Who looks outside, dreams; who looks inside,
awakes." -- Carl Jung

Brett Locklear, Chief President 2007-2008

“After my two years in office, | would like to say thanks to
every member of the chief council for their leadership
skills. Also, every brother should be thankful for what the
council does behind the scenes for the fraternity.”

Derrick Johnson, Chief Treasurer 2007-2008

Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hun-
gered. And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it,
and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it,
Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently
the fig tree withered away. And when the disciples saw it, they
marveled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered

away! Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily | say unto
you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this
which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it
shall be done. And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in pray-
er, believing, ye shall receive. Matthew 21: 18-22

“Stay strong men and fight like the true Nu warriors that you
all are; never surrender or accept defeat, and always wear your
scars with pride and dignity.”

Andrew Bullard, Chief of Communications 2007-2008
Earl Evans, Chief Elder Brother 2007-2008

feta Colony: Devil’s 12 Rise

On November 2, 2007 the fraterni- Sigma Nu realm as the "Warriors of a Nu

ty reached a new territory by d Horizon" they are: Cheston Bailon, Leroy
expanding to the southwestern Begay, Shayne Watson, Jasper Henry, Car-
part of the United States. Twelve los Clark, Lone Woli, Kyle Huskey, John
men successfully compleled the | Bailon, Derreck Wheeler, Kevin Bilsie,
intake process and were initiated Zacharia Bitsuie, and Tremayne Scott.. All
as the Zeta Provisional Chapler, these young men worked very hard and in
Charter Class al Arizona Slate doing so have made a commitment Lo Phi
University. This expansion coin-

cided with the 2007 AISES confer-

ence in neighboring Phoenix,

Sigma Nu to help Phi Sigma Nu grow as a
brotherhood, as well as, as a business.
These young men represent a new chapter

allowing the Nu men {0 meei in the life of Phi Sigma Nu and represent

many current brothers from Okla- not only our growth, but also unity be-

(Devils 12 with T',A, & E members
in Tempe Arizona)

homa and North Carolina. tween native people of all tribes and communities


http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=36106793&id=2719437

