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This invention relates to a combination tooth brush
and gum massager.

The primary object of the present invention is to provide
a tooth brush having opposed bristles angularly disposed
toward each other.

A still further object is to provide a flexible U-shaped
handle cerrying brushes on the opposed ends or arms of
the U-shaped handle.

A still further object is to provide a combination tooth
brush and gum massager which cleanses and massages the
inner and outer surfaces of the gums and teeth at the
same time.

A still further object is to provide a device of this
type which can be made of plastic or other suitable ma-
terial.

A further object is to provide a device as described
which has an extension for hanging the brush on a wall
when not in use.

These objects I accomplish by means of such structure
and relative arrangement of parts thereof, as will fully
appear by a perusal of the description below and by vari-
ous specific features which will be hereinafter set forth.

To the above cited and other ends and with the fore-
going and various other novel features and advantages
and other objects of my invention as will become more
réadily apparent as the description proceeds, my inven-
tion consists in certain novel features of construction and
the combination and arrangement of parts as will be here-
inafter more particularly pointed cut in the claim here-
unto annexed and more fully described and referred to in
connection with the accompanying drawings wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a tip plan view of my device.

FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the device,
taken on the line 2—2 of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 3 is a cross sectional view showing the angular
bristle arrangement, taken on the line 3—3 of FIGURE
1, and showing it prior to its movement toward the gum.

FIGURE 4 is a cross sectional view similar to FIGURE
3, but showing the brush moved toward the gum so that
the sides of the bristles are in massaging position on the

gum.

FIGURE 5 is a modification, showing the retaining
members parallel to each other and the bristles in hori-
zontal alignment. :

FIGURE 6 shows the structure of FIGURE 5 as it
appears when in use on the teeth and gums.

FIGURE 7 shows the device in use on the upper teeth
and gums.

FIGURE 8 is a cross sectional view of the extension,
taken on the line 8—8 of FIGURE 1.

The two arms can be cast integrally or can be individu-
ally cast and assembled as shown in FIGURES 1 and 2.
To simplify assembly and disassembly, a tongue 12’ is
cast on arm 12 and its extension, and a groove 11’ is
formed on arm. 11 and its extension whereby the two
members can be slid together and apart as desired. If
desired, they can be permanently fastened by gluing, but
it is preferable to leave them movable. That way, they
can be disassembled and used as individual brushes for
brushing the flat or masticating surfaces of the teeth.

Referring to the drawings in detail, the numeral 19
represents the device as a whole, having arms 11 and 12
joined by a bight portion 13. On the outer side of the
bight portion is extension 34 having an aperture 15
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formed therein, said extension used to suspend the device
from a nail or other support when not being used. Ex-
tension 14 may also be inserted into a tooth brush rack
just as any regular tooth brush, thus causing the instrn-
ment to stand in an upright position.

Indentations 16 and 17 formed in the arms 11 and 12
are for ease in gripping the device when using it.

The portions 18 and 19 of the arms 12 and 12 respec-
tively, have arcuately formed outer surfaces which con-
form to the curve of the user’s cheek when the device is
used for massgging and brushing the front teeth.

The remote ends of the arms 11 and 12 are curved at
20 and 21 respectively, and have bristle retaining mem-
bers 22 and 23 respectively, formed integrally therewith
or attached thereto in any suitable manner. This angular
mounting of the bristle retaining members allows the
gums to be massaged and the teeth brushed simultane-
ously with the hendle held in 2 horizontal position. The
cure on the portions 2¢ and 21 of the arms is shown as
a sharp 90° but may be greater or less if desired.

The bristle retaining members 22 and 23 may be angu-
larly disposed in relation to the arms 11 and 12, or may
be in a plenar relationship with said arms, if the first is
true, then the bristles should be at right angles to said
retaining members, if the second is true, then the bristles
should be at an angle to said retaining members, the
whole idea being to get the bristles angularly disposed in
relation to the teeth and gums.

As shown in FIGURE 3, the bristles are mounted at
right angles to the retaining member, due to the angular
disposition of the retaining member to the arms, whereas
in FIGURE 4 the bristles are angularly mounted in rela-
tion to the retaining members, due to the retaining mem-
bers being in a planar relationship with said arms.

When it is desired to use one of the opposed brushes
only, for brushing the contact surfaces of the teeth, the
resilient arms 11 and 12 are twisted slightly so that the
two brushes will not be aligned, then either one of the
brushes can be used as a regular tooth brush on the flat
surfaces of the teeth.

The most beneficial massaging action occurs when the
angular bristles are placed over the teeth and the bristles
then moved toward the gum (as shown in FIGURES 4
and 6). A constant tension is exerted by the operator
squeezing the arms 11 and 12 toward each other at the
same time the sides of the bristles are moving over the
gingivae in a gentle rotating vibratory motion that all
dentists stress. The intermittent pressure of this massaging
action increases circulation and promotes healthier gums.
FIGURES 4 and 6 show the massaging of the fower gum,
to massage the upper gum, the device would be reversed.
The main point to remember is that the massaging must
always be done from the tooth T towards the gum G with
the bristles lying on their sides as shown in FIGURES
4 and 6. This movement causes a pumping action or
effect on the blood in the gums, bringing it to the surface.
Brushing alone cannot do this, it can only be done by the
specific action as described.

Leading dentists recommend massaging gums with a
bristle tooth brush using the sides of the bristles rather
than any other way, and this device will perform the
massaging action perfectly, as well as performing the
brushing action on the teeth.

From the above description it will be apparent that
there is thus provided a device of the character described
possessing the particular features of advantage before
enumerated as desirable, but which obviously is susceptible
of modification in its form, proportions, detail construc-
tion and arrangement of parts without departing from the
principle involved or sacrificing any of its advantages.

While in order to comply with the statute the invention
has been described in language more or less specific as to
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structural features, 1t is to be understood that the inven-

tion is not limited to the specific features shown, but that.

the means and construction herein disclosed comprise the
preferred form of several modes of putting the invention
into effect, and the invention is therefore claimed in any
of its forms or modifications within the legitimate and
valid scope of the appended claim.

What is claimed is:

A combined tooth brush and gum massage device, com-
prising a two part, separable, resilient, U-shaped handle
portion having combined supporting and joining means on
the bight portion of said U, one of said parts having a
longitudinal tongue portion formed on said supporting
means and axially aligned with said handie portion, the
other part having a mating longitudinal groove formed on
said joining means, said tongue and groove being formed
so that assembly and disassembly can be accomplished
only by sliding the parts axially together and apart along
the axial line of said handle portion, curved tapering arms
of substantially reduced diameter on the ends of the
U-shaped handle remote from said bight portion, said
arms being curved at a 90° angle and terminating in top
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end portions, bristle holding means integral with said
curved ends and situated cn the top-end portions of said
curved ends. ’
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