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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES RoY BAKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ot-
tumwa, in the county of Wapello and State of
Jowa, have invented a new and useful Book-
Shelf Support,of which thefollowing isaspeci-
fieation, » o

This invention relates to improvements in
book-shelf supports; and the object is to pro-
vide a simple and improved construction of
adjustable support which may be readily ad-

justed and which when moved to the desired |

position will automatically lock itself from
displacement.

With the above object in view the inven-
tion consists in the novel features of con-
struction hereinafter fully described, partic-
ularly pointed out in the claims, and clearly.
illustrated by the accompanying drawings,
in which—

Figure 1 is & view of a portion of the side
of a bookease and shelf with my invention
applied thereto; Fig. 2, a transverse section

. through said side of the hookease, showing
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the slideway with the support therein; Fig. 3,
a detail front view of one of the slideways,
and Fig. 4 a perspective view of the support
removed from the slideway.

Referring now more particularly to the ac-
companying drawings, A designates the side
of a bookease or other support for the shelf
B, said side A having formed therein a lon-
gitudinally-extending groove C for each of
the supporting devices, of which there will
be two for each end of the shelf. Thisgroove
is formed, preferably, dovetailed, so as to re-
tain therein without fastening means a me-
tallic slideway D of the same cross-sectional
contour as the groove and formed in one of
its edges with a vertically-arranged series of
upwardly-facing shoulders E. The meesting
edges of this'slideway are not brought to-
together, but are separated to form a longi-
tudinally-extending groove, as clearly illus-
trated. Thus a slideway is formed having
upon oue edge thereof a vertically-arranged
rack.

My improved support is formed of a single
piece of spring metal doubled to form two
spring members F, which are adapted to move
in the groove of the slideway, said members
having upon their inner edges flanges G,

which move in the slideway when the sup-
portisadjusted. Each of the members of the
support is formed at its lower end with an
outwardly-extending enlargement forming a
finger portion H, at the upper end of which
is a supporting portion I, upon which the
shelf rests. These supporting portions are

formed by bending the metal of which the en-

largement is formed at right angles to the
thamb portion, the supporting portions of
said members being bent to extend in reverse
directions, so that the flat faces of the thumb
portions may be brought close together when
the two members are approximated for the
purpose of adjusting the support.

One of the members of the supportisformed
at its lower end with a laterally-bent portion
J, which constitutes a spring member for en-
gaging the shonlders or notehes of the rack.

When it is desired to adjust the support,
the members thereof are approximated, which
disengages the spring member from the rack
and permits the support to- be moved down-
wardly, it being freely movable upwardly by
reason of the inclined walls of the notches
without approximating the members, except-
ing sufficiently to remove the pressure of the
same from the edges of the groove of the
slideway. It will be understood that four of
these supporters will be provided, preferably,
for each shelf, two at each end thereof.

While I have desé¢ribed the support in con-

nection with a bookease, it will be under--

stood that the same may be used in other con-
nections wherever it is desired to support a
shelf and to provide the support with means
for adjusting the position.of the shelf verti-
cally. i

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. A book-shelf support comprising two
spring members having a normal tendency to
separate and having outwardly-extending en-
largements carrying at their upper endsshelf-
supporting flanges and one of said enlarge-
ments having a spring-finger, and guide-

flanges at the rear of said spring members,

substantially as described.

2. A book-shelf supportcomprising a slide-
way formed with a rack, and a support com-
prising two spring members movable in said
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slideway and formed with supporting por-
tions, one of said members formed with a
spring member engaging the notches of the
rack, substantially as described.

3. A book-shelfsupport comprising a slide-
way formed with a rack, and a support mov-
able in said slideway and comprising two
spring members formed with supporting por-
tions and thumb portions for approximating
the members, one of said members formed
with a spring portion engaging the teeth of
the rack, substantially as desecribed.

4. A book-shelf supportcomprising a slide-
way formed at one of its edges with a rack,
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and a support comprising two spring mem-
bers having a tendency to normally separate
and formed with flanges moving in said slide-
way and with outwardly-extending enlarge-
ments constituting finger portions and pro-
vided at the upper edges of said thumb por-
tions with supporting-flanges, one of said
members formed with a laterally-projecting
spring portion engaging said rack, substan-
tially as described.
JAMES ROY BAKER.
Witnesses:
F. G. ORELUP,
JouN B. ENNis.
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