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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEWIS K, CURLETT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Electric Signals for Eleva 
tors; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing, and to the figures of 
reference marked thereon, which forms apart 
of this specification. 
This invention relates to electric signals 

for elevators. Its object is to indicate to an 
elevator conductor when the floor of his car 
is level with the floor of the building. The 
reason for the invention is found in the fact 
that such a caris often stopped when its floor 
is not just level with the floor of the build-- 
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ing, with the result that persons using the 
car are liable to trip in entering or leaving 
the same, even though the variation be slight. 

Heretofore it has been necessary for the 
conductor to watch the meeting floors and 
gage by his eye the proper level at which to 
stop the car, and as from his position his eye 
was ordinarily directly above the meeting 
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place and his sight; thereof obscured by the 
car-door or by persons in the car it has been 
difficult to quickly bring the floor of the car 
to a true level with a floor of the building, 
causing delay to shift the elevator one or 
more times and creating liability to injury 
by tripping or falliag of persons entering or 
leaving the car. 
The invention comprises a signal, prefer 

ably directly before the face of the conduc 
tor, designed to be actuated to indicate to him 
when the floor of the car is level with a floor 
of the building. 
An embodiment of the invention is illus 

trated in the accompanying drawing, which 
is a diagrammatic view of an elevator pro 
vided with the improvement, 

The elevator-car is indicated at 6 and ear 
ries an electric signal, preferably a small 
glow-lanap, (indicated at 7,) conveniently in 
position to be readily seen by the elevator- 50 
conductor. 
by the battery 8, wire 9, carried by the ele 
vator and movable there with in the usual 
manner, and a wire 10, having connected 

This signalis in a circuit formed 

thereto a contact-piece 11 at each story of 55 
the building. Another contact-piece (indi 
cated at 12) is carried by the elevator-car and 
is connected to the lamp and the wire 9 and 
is so positioned as to strike the contact-piece 
11 when the floors of the car and the build- 60 
ing become flush, whereby the circuit is 
closed and the lamp caused to glow, Hence 
by watching the lamp the conductor may 
readily see whether the ear-floor is or is not 
flush with the building-floor. The degree of 65 
accuracy of the indication with respect to the 
level of the two floors may be adjusted by 
variation in the length of one or both of the 
contact-pieces. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new, and desired to be secured 
by Letters Patent, is 

1. A signal for elevators, comprising an 
electrically-operated signal carried by the 
car, and car-aetuated contact devices to op-75 
erate the signal when the floor of the car is 
flush with a floor of the building. 

2. A signal for elevators comprising an 
electric circuit, an electric signal carried by 
the car in said circuit, a contact-piece at a 
floor of the building, and a contact-piece car 
ried by the car in such position as to close 
the circuit and actuate the signal when the 
floor of the car is flush with the floor of the 
building. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses, 

LEWIS K. CURLETT. 
Witnesses: 

WM. J. RoBINSON, 
HARRY G. BATCHELOR 


