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The purpose of my improvement is to provide
a sheath for hunting knives, said sheath having
certain advantages over conventional sheaths
now in use. One of said advantages consists in
having the sheath mounted pivotally on its sup-
porting member. This makes it possible, when
the sheath is suspended from a belt around the
body of g person, to withdraw the knife cneased in
said sheath, quickly, in one motion, while or-
dinarily it is necessary first to draw out the knife
upwardly before it can be in a position to be em-
ployed for any purpose.

Another advantage consists in having the knife
which is encased in the sheath, held securely in
place by means of a resilient clamp, the clamp
being of a kind that does not interfere with the
quick withdrawal of the knife from the sheath,
when this is desirable.

Both these advantages are due to the respec-
tive features of construction, already mentioned,
which features, in combination make the sheath
more useful and more practical. I wish to point
out that the incorporation of said features in my
sheath, does not make it more cumbersome, and
does not materially increase the cost of its pro-
duction. I also wish to point out that the sheath
of my construction is not restricted in use for
hunting knives, but that it may be used for many
types of blades, equipped with handles, such as ice
picks, and also for small firing arms, such as
revolvers, which at times, have to be drawn out
quickly in one motion, but which have to be held
safely in position against accidental displacemensg
or loss.

T shall now describe my improved sheath with
reference to the accompanying drawing in which,

Fig. 1 is a side view of my sheath with g knife

therein, and of a fragment of a belt from which *

the sheath is suspended;

Fig. 2 is an edge view of my sheath with a knife
therein;

Fig. 3 is a back side view of my sheath, re-
duced in size;

Fig. 4 is a reduced side view of my sheath with
a knife therein, in a position for withdrawal of
the knife;

Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective view of clamp,
being a part of my sheath.

Similar numerals refer to similar
throughout the several views.

The sheath is intended to be suspended from &
belt 19, which is shown in fragment in Fig. 1, and
which is to encircle the body of the person wear-
jng it. In order that the sheath may be sus-
pended from said belt, it is equipped with a loop
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i1, made from a band of suitable material, such
as leather, doubled .on itself and held together
by stitching 14 and by a bolt i15. Pivotally con-
nected to said loop by means of the same bolt {5
is the case or the sheath proper 12, made of suit-
able material, preferably of one piece of leather,
bent double and sewn together along the open
edges with exception of the top where an open -
mouth is left for admission of the cbkject to be
encased in the sheath. A small spacer 13, which
may alse be made of leather, is interposed be-
tween the loop {1 and the case 12 to keep them
somewhat apart. Directly above the mouth, that
is, above the open end of the case, a clamp 18,
open at one end, is mounted on loop {{ by means
of a bolt 19. The clamp is made cof a resilient
metal band, forming an elongated loop, its one
side 20 abutting the surface of loop 11, and the
opposite somewhat narrower side, 21, heing in a
yieldable position and terminating in a short
hair pin twn 22 flaring cutwardly but constrict-
ing the open end of the loop. The loop of the
clamp is large enough to encircle handle {7 of
the knife encased in sheath proper {2. However
the open end of the clamp has to be spread apart
to permit passage of handle 17 between side 20 of
the clamp and its hair pin turn 22, This spread-
ing is done automatically by the handle, when
the latter, grasped by hand, is forced into the open
end of the clamp as shown in dotted lines in Fig.
1, wherein the handle 23 is just in the process of
being forced through the open end of said clamp.
The position of the case 12, pivotally affixed to
loop I, is at that instance, shown in dotted lines
16. In Fig. 4, the handle 17T is shown in a posi-
tion when is has come out of the clamp so that
the knife of which the handle is a part, may be
withdrawn from case i2. Even when the knife is
in case 12, the latter may be swung back to nor-
mal position. shown in solid lines in Fig, 1 from
position shown in Fig. 4, as the handle may be
forced into the open end of the clamp, spreading
it apart to reach the space within the loop formed
by said clamp as above indicated.

It will be understood that some changes may
be made in the construction of my sheath without
at al] departing from the inventive principle dis-
closed herein. What I therefore, wish to claim
is as follows:

1. A sheath comprising a suspension member, a
knife case open at top and pivotally affixed to the
face of the suspension member, and a clamp af-
fixed to said face of the suspension member above
the open top of the case, the clamp being mounted
in its place transversely and being open at one end
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to offer a constricted passage for the handle of a
knife to be held in the case.

2. A knife sheath of the kind described, com-
prising, a flat suspension member, a clamp of
resilient material mounted on the surface of said
member, the clamp having a constricted open

end, and a case for knife, open at top and piv-

otally connected at said top to said suspension
member below the clamp, the constricted end of

the clamp being capable of being spread apart 10

by the handle of the knife on its passage through

said end.
3. A sheath of the kind described, comprising
an oblong suspension member, a clamp in the

form of a loop mounted thereon transversely and 15

having a constricted open end, a sheath proper
open at one end and pivota_,lly afﬁxedr-at said end
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to the face of the suspension member below said
clamp, the clamp being of a size to accommodate
within the handle of the knife encased in the
sheath, the constricted open end of the clamp be-
ing adapted to be spread apart by the handle on
its being forced manually through said open end.

4. A sheath of the kind described, comprising,
a suspension member, an oblong sheath proper,
pivotally affixed at its top to the suspension mem-
ber, and a clamp transversely mounted on said
suspension member above the top of the sheath
proper, the clamp being made in the form of a
leop having a yieldingly constricted end and be-
ing large enough to encircle the handle of the

object held in the sheath proper.
HENRY HARTWELL.




