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TRUCK BED DIVIDER ASSEMBLY

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates generally to vehicle
dividers and, more particularly, relates to a divider for truck
beds.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Many users desire to organize their personal or
other belongings within the bed of a truck or other vehicle
(generally referred to herein as a “vehicle”). Specifically, the
vehicle may include a bed with a bed bottom wall having a
surface where belongings or other items are stored and/or
transported the vehicle. The bed may include a plurality of
bed sidewalls surrounding the bed bottom wall and defines
a bed volume. One of the sidewalls of the bed is called a
tailgate, and is typically operably configured to rotate along
a tailgate rotation path to provide easy and effective access
to the bed volume. The tailgate is also operably configured
to be placed in a parallel configuration with respect to the
bed bottom wall.

[0003] Some known organizational devices are designed
and configured to be placed within the truck bed, but they
either fail to provide effective coupling of the device to the
truck bed and/or fail to provide users storage versatility. For
example, some known organizational devices are configured
to use the device weight to support the device onto the bed
bottom wall, which problematically causes the device to
often shift during transportation of the vehicle. Some known
organizational devices are designed to be mechanically
coupled to the truck bed or specifically sized and shaped to
couple with an area of the truck bed, but these devices
typically require significant amount of time to install or
maneuver and/or have limited placement locations. Some
known organizational devices are designed to keep cargo or
personal items from shifting forward and backward, but not
side-to-side when there is space left in the truck bed.
[0004] Therefore, a need exists to overcome the problems
with the prior art as discussed above.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The invention provides a truck bed divider assem-
bly that overcomes the hereinafore-mentioned disadvan-
tages of the heretofore-known devices and methods of this
general type and that effectively and efficiently enables users
to couple the divider to the truck bed and maneuver it in
various positions and configurations to store personal and
other belongings of users. Additional embodiments of the
present invention also enable effective and efficient coupling
and uncoupling of accessories, e.g., fishing rod holder(s), to
the truck bed divider.

[0006] With the foregoing and other objects in view, there
is provided, in accordance with the invention truck bed
divider operably configured to be utilized in combination
with a vehicle having a bed with a bed bottom wall, a
plurality of bed sidewalls surrounding the bed bottom wall,
and defining a bed volume, the vehicle having a tailgate
operably configured to rotate along a tailgate rotation path
and configured to be placed in a parallel configuration with
respect to the bed bottom wall, and defining one of the
plurality of bed sidewalls. The improvement includes a truck
bed divider assembly having a horizontal dividing member
with a left end, a right end opposing the left end of the
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horizontal dividing member, a horizontal member length
separating the left and right ends of the horizontal dividing
member, at least one leg having a support surface selectively
removably couplable to the bed bottom wall, at least one
horizontal frame element with a front surface defining a
horizontal rail channel disposed continuously along the
horizontal member length, a rear surface opposing the front
surface of the at least one horizontal frame element, and at
least one tensioning member with an elastically deformable
surface defining the left end of the horizontal dividing
member and operably configured to selectively modulate the
horizontal member length. The assembly also includes a
vertical dividing member with a left end, a right end
opposing the left end of the vertical dividing member, a
vertical member length separating the left and right ends of
the vertical dividing member, at least one leg having a
support surface selectively removably couplable to the bed
bottom wall, and at least one horizontal frame element
disposed in a substantially perpendicular orientation with
respect to the at least one horizontal frame element of the
horizontal dividing member, with a front surface defining a
horizontal rail channel disposed continuously along the
vertical member length, and with a rear surface opposing the
front surface of the at least one horizontal frame element of
the vertical dividing member. The vertical dividing member
is selectively, removably, and lockably coupled to the hori-
zontal dividing member with at least one fastener and
operably configured to linearly translate within the horizon-
tal rail channel of the at least one horizontal frame element
of the horizontal dividing member.

[0007] Inaccordance with another feature, an embodiment
of the present invention includes the horizontal dividing
member having an upper horizontal frame element defining
an upper end of the horizontal dividing member and a lower
horizontal frame element defining a lower end of the hori-
zontal dividing member opposing the upper end of the
horizontal dividing member, the upper and lower horizontal
frame elements each disposed in a spaced-apart and parallel
configuration with one another, defining a continuous hori-
zontal gap therein between. Further, a horizontal member
height separates the upper end of the horizontal dividing
member 116 and the lower end of the horizontal dividing
member, the continuous horizontal gap having a gap length
that is greater than 50% of the horizontal member height.

[0008] Inaccordance with yet another feature, an embodi-
ment of the present invention also includes at least one
outrigger member directly coupled to the lower horizontal
frame element in an unobstructing configuration with
respect to the continuous horizontal gap and extending
outwardly away from the rear surface of the horizontal
dividing member and having a support surface parallel with
the support surface of the least one leg.

[0009] In accordance with a further feature of the present
invention, the upper horizontal frame element includes the
horizontal rail channel disposed continuously along the
horizontal member length and the lower horizontal frame
element includes a horizontal rail channel disposed continu-
ously along the horizontal member length, the vertical
dividing member selectively, removably, and is lockably
coupled to the upper and lower horizontal frame elements of
the horizontal dividing member respectively with a fastener
and operably configured to linearly translate within the
horizontal rail channels of the upper and lower horizontal
frame elements of the horizontal dividing member.
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[0010] In accordance with an additional feature of the
present invention, the fastener is operably configured to
translate and frictionally engage with the upper and lower
horizontal frame elements.

[0011] In accordance with an exemplary feature, an
embodiment of the present invention also includes a plural-
ity of tensioning members each with an elastically deform-
able surface, operably configured to selectively and inde-
pendently modulate the horizontal member length, and
coupled to opposing ends of the upper horizontal frame
element and opposing ends of the lower horizontal frame
element, respectively, to define the left and right ends of the
horizontal dividing member.

[0012] In accordance with an additional feature of the
present invention, the continuous horizontal gap uniformly
spans longitudinally greater than 50% of the horizontal
member length.

[0013] Inaccordance with another feature, an embodiment
of'the present invention also includes the horizontal dividing
member having a left vertical frame element coupled to the
upper and lower horizontal frame elements of the horizontal
dividing member and including a first leg having the support
surface selectively removably couplable to the bed bottom
wall and a right vertical frame element coupled to the upper
and lower horizontal frame elements of the horizontal divid-
ing member and including a second leg having a support
surface selectively removably couplable to the bed bottom
wall, wherein the continuous horizontal gap uniformly spans
greater than 50% of the horizontal member length and
separates the left and right vertical frame elements.

[0014] In accordance with yet another feature of the
present invention, the horizontal rail channel is recessed
within the at least one horizontal frame element and spans
longitudinally greater than 75% of the horizontal length.
[0015] In accordance with an additional feature, an
embodiment of the present invention also includes the
vertical dividing member having an upper horizontal frame
element defining an upper end of the vertical dividing
member and a lower horizontal frame element defining a
lower end of the vertical dividing member opposing the
upper end of the vertical dividing member, wherein the
upper and lower horizontal frame elements of the vertical
dividing member each disposed in a spaced-apart and par-
allel configuration with one another, defining a continuous
vertical gap therein between. Further, a vertical member
height separates the upper end of the vertical dividing
member and the lower end of the vertical dividing member,
the continuous vertical gap having a gap length that is
greater than 50% of the vertical member height.

[0016] In accordance with another feature of the present
invention, the upper horizontal frame element of the vertical
dividing member includes a left horizontal rail channel
disposed continuously along the front surface thereon and
along the vertical member length, the upper horizontal frame
element of the vertical dividing member includes a right
horizontal rail channel disposed continuously along the rear
surface thereon and along the vertical member length. The
lower horizontal frame element of the vertical dividing
member includes a left horizontal rail channel disposed
continuously along the front surface thereon and along the
vertical member length, and the lower horizontal frame
element of the vertical dividing member includes a right
horizontal rail channel disposed continuously along the rear
surface thereon and along the vertical member length.
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[0017] In accordance with an exemplary feature of the
present invention, the continuous vertical gap uniformly
spans longitudinally greater than 50% of the vertical mem-
ber length.

[0018] In accordance with a further feature, an embodi-
ment of the present invention also includes the vertical
dividing member having a left vertical frame element
coupled to the upper and lower horizontal frame elements of
the vertical dividing member and a right vertical frame
element coupled to the upper and lower horizontal frame
elements of the vertical dividing member and including the
at least one leg having the support surface, wherein the
continuous vertical gap uniformly spans greater than 50% of
the vertical member length and separates the left and right
vertical frame elements of the vertical dividing member.

[0019] Also in accordance with the present invention, a
truck bed divider assembly is disclosed that includes a
horizontal dividing member with a left end, a right end
opposing the left end of the horizontal dividing member, and
a horizontal member length separating the left and right ends
of the horizontal dividing member, at least one leg having a
support surface selectively removably couplable to the bed
bottom wall of a vehicle, an upper horizontal frame element
defining an upper end of the horizontal dividing member, a
lower horizontal frame element defining a lower end of the
horizontal dividing member opposing the upper end of the
horizontal dividing member, the upper and lower horizontal
frame elements each disposed in a spaced-apart and parallel
configuration with one another, defining a continuous hori-
zontal gap therein between, with a front surface defining a
horizontal rail channel disposed continuously along the
horizontal member length, and with a rear surface opposing
the front surface thereon, a horizontal member height sepa-
rating the upper end of the horizontal dividing member and
the lower end of the horizontal dividing member, wherein
the continuous horizontal gap has a gap length that is greater
than 50% of the horizontal member height, and at least one
tensioning member with an elastically deformable surface
defining the left end of the horizontal dividing member and
operably configured to selectively modulate the horizontal
member length. Further, the assembly includes a vertical
dividing member with a left end, a right end opposing the
left end of the vertical dividing member, a vertical member
length separating the left and right ends of the vertical
dividing member, at least one leg having a support surface
selectively removably couplable to the bed bottom wall of
the vehicle, and at least one horizontal frame element
disposed in a substantially perpendicular orientation with
respect to the upper and lower horizontal frame elements
and with a front surface defining a horizontal rail channel
disposed continuously along the vertical member length, and
with a rear surface opposing the front surface of the at least
one horizontal frame element of the vertical dividing mem-
ber, the vertical dividing member selectively, removably,
and lockably coupled to the upper and lower horizontal
frame elements with a plurality of fasteners and operably
configured to linearly translate within the horizontal rail
channels of the upper and lower horizontal frame elements
of the horizontal dividing member.

[0020] Although the invention is illustrated and described
herein as embodied in a truck bed divider assembly, it is,
nevertheless, not intended to be limited to the details shown
because various modifications and structural changes may
be made therein without departing from the spirit of the
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invention and within the scope and range of equivalents of
the claims. Additionally, well-known elements of exemplary
embodiments of the invention will not be described in detail
or will be omitted so as not to obscure the relevant details of
the invention.

[0021] Other features that are considered as characteristic
for the invention are set forth in the appended claims. As
required, detailed embodiments of the present invention are
disclosed herein; however, it is to be understood that the
disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary of the inven-
tion, which can be embodied in various forms. Therefore,
specific structural and functional details disclosed herein are
not to be interpreted as limiting, but merely as a basis for the
claims and as a representative basis for teaching one of
ordinary skill in the art to variously employ the present
invention in virtually any appropriately detailed structure.
Further, the terms and phrases used herein are not intended
to be limiting; but rather, to provide an understandable
description of the invention. While the specification con-
cludes with claims defining the features of the invention that
are regarded as novel, it is believed that the invention will
be better understood from a consideration of the following
description in conjunction with the drawing figures, in
which like reference numerals are carried forward. The
figures of the drawings are not drawn to scale.

[0022] Before the present invention is disclosed and
described, it is to be understood that the terminology used
herein is for the purpose of describing particular embodi-
ments only and is not intended to be limiting. The terms “a”
or “an,” as used herein, are defined as one or more than one.
The term “plurality,” as used herein, is defined as two or
more than two. The term “another,” as used herein, is
defined as at least a second or more. The terms “including”
and/or “having,” as used herein, are defined as comprising
(i.e., open language). The term “coupled,” as used herein, is
defined as connected, although not necessarily directly, and
not necessarily mechanically. The term “providing” is
defined herein in its broadest sense, e.g., bringing/coming
into physical existence, making available, and/or supplying
to someone or something, in whole or in multiple parts at
once or over a period of time. Also, for purposes of descrip-
tion herein, the terms “upper”, “lower”, “left,” “rear,”
“right,” “front,” “vertical,” “horizontal,” and derivatives
thereof relate to the invention as oriented in the figures and
is not to be construed as limiting any feature to be a
particular orientation, as said orientation may be changed
based on the user’s perspective of the device. Furthermore,
there is no intention to be bound by any expressed or implied
theory presented in the preceding technical field, back-
ground, brief summary or the following detailed description.
As used herein, the term “wall” is intended broadly to
encompass continuous structures, as well as, separate struc-
tures that are coupled together so as to form a substantially
continuous external surface.

[0023] As used herein, the terms “about” or “approxi-
mately” apply to all numeric values, whether or not explic-
itly indicated. These terms generally refer to a range of
numbers that one of skill in the art would consider equiva-
lent to the recited values (i.e., having the same function or
result). In many instances these terms may include numbers
that are rounded to the nearest significant figure. In this
document, the term “longitudinal” should be understood to
mean in a direction corresponding to an elongated direction
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of the device and/or from one side to another side of the
device, e.g., left end to right end of the device or referring
structure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0024] The accompanying figures, where like reference
numerals refer to identical or functionally similar elements
throughout the separate views and which together with the
detailed description below are incorporated in and form part
of the specification, serve to further illustrate various
embodiments and explain various principles and advantages
all in accordance with the present invention.

[0025] FIG. 1 is a side perspective view of a truck bed
divider coupled to the bed of a truck in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention;

[0026] FIG. 2 is a front perspective view of the truck bed
divider coupled to the bed of a truck in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention;

[0027] FIG. 3 is a front perspective view of the truck bed
divider coupled to the bed of a truck and organizing personal
belongings in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention;

[0028] FIG. 4 is a side perspective view of the truck bed
divider coupled to the bed of a truck in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention;

[0029] FIG. 5 is a close-up view of the truck bed divider
coupled to the bed of a truck in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention;

[0030] FIG. 6 is a partial exploded view a truck bed
divider in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention; and

[0031] FIG. 7 is a side perspective view the truck bed
divider in FIG. 6 with the with a horizontal dividing member
and a vertical dividing member coupled thereto in accor-
dance with one embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0032] While the specification concludes with claims
defining the features of the invention that are regarded as
novel, it is believed that the invention will be better under-
stood from a consideration of the following description in
conjunction with the drawing figures, in which like refer-
ence numerals are carried forward. It is to be understood that
the disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary of the
invention, which can be embodied in various forms.
[0033] The present invention provides a novel and effi-
cient truck bed divider that effectively, efficiently, and safely
enables users to organize personal belongings and other
belongings within the bed of a vehicle, including a truck.
Embodiments of the invention also provide users the ability
to selectively modify the divider to fit and couple to almost
any sized and configured truck bed.

[0034] Referring now to FIGS. 1-5, one embodiment of
the present invention is shown in various views. FIGS. 1-5
show several advantageous features of the present invention,
but, as will be described below and as depicted for example
in FIGS. 6-7, the invention can be provided in several
shapes, sizes, combinations of features and components, and
varying numbers and functions of the components. The first
example of a truck bed divider assembly 114, as shown in
FIGS. 1-5, includes a horizontal dividing member 116 with
a left end 120, a right end 122 opposing the left end 120 of
the horizontal dividing member 116, and a horizontal mem-



US 2022/0379815 Al

ber length separating the left and right ends 120, 122 of the
horizontal dividing member 116. Additionally, a vertical
dividing member 118 can be seen that includes a left end
136, a right end 138 opposing the left end 136 of the vertical
dividing member 118, and a vertical member length sepa-
rating the left and right ends 136, 138 of the vertical dividing
member 118. Both the horizontal dividing member 116 and
the vertical dividing member 118 may be of a substantially,
yet lightweight material, e.g., aluminum, PVC, etc. that may
weigh approximately 10-30 Ibs. The light weight of the
divider 114, including the horizontal dividing member 116
and the vertical dividing member 118, make it easy for most
users to insert and remove the divider into a truck bed (like
the bed 102 exemplified in FIG. 1). In one embodiment, the
horizontal dividing member 116 and the vertical dividing
member 118 are made of hollowed tubing and may be
manufactured together as one piece or assembled together
with individual components and retained using fastener(s)
and/or welding. The horizontal member length may range
from approximately 50-80 inches depending on the adjust-
ment by the user and design application. The vertical mem-
ber length may range from approximately 10-48 inches.

[0035] To that end, the divider 114 is generally utilized in
combination with a vehicle 100 (e.g., a truck) having a bed
102 with a bed bottom wall 104, a plurality of bed sidewalls
106a-n surrounding the bed bottom wall 104, and defining
a bed volume 110. The vehicle 100 may have a tailgate 108
operably configured to rotate along a tailgate rotation path
(represented with arrow 112). The tailgate 108 is generally
located toward the rear end of the vehicle 100 and is
configured to be placed in a parallel configuration with
respect to the bed bottom wall 104. The tailgate 108 may
also define one of the plurality of bed sidewalls 106a-7. The
bed 102 may also include a plurality of wheel wells,
recesses, and other shapes and structures that may ordinarily
prevent a device from effectively coupling to the bed 102 at
most locations within the bed. The present invention, how-
ever, overcomes those challenges by providing an effective
method of modulating the longitudinal length of the hori-
zontal dividing member 116 and retaining the horizontal
dividing member 116 to the bed 102.

[0036] The horizontal dividing member 116 may also
include one or more leg(s), e.g., like leg 124 depicted in FIG.
1, wherein said leg includes a support surface 126 config-
ured to be selectively removably couplable to the bed
bottom wall 104. As seen in the figures, the divider 114 is
also beneficial because it enables users to efficiently place,
remove, and/or maneuver the divider 114 without any exter-
nal fasteners or otherwise jeopardizing the integrity of the
bed 102. The horizontal dividing member 116 includes at
least one horizontal frame element 128a-n, wherein “n”
represents any number greater than one. The horizontal
frame element(s) 128a-» may each include a front surface
200 (that may be generally planar) and rear surface 130 (that
may be generally planar) that opposes the front surface 200.

[0037] In one embodiment, the front surface 200 may
beneficially define a horizontal rail channel 202 disposed
continuously along the horizontal member length, wherein
“rail” only identifies that the channel is configured to receive
a structure therein. The horizontal rail channel 202 may be
enclosed by three sides, may include flanges therein for
resisting movement at certain locations, may include open-
ings for inserting and removing a structure inserted within
the horizontal rail channel 202, may be of a t-shaped slot or
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other shape enabling a tongue-and-groove coupling configu-
ration, may be inset or recessed within one or more surfaces
of frame element(s), and may include sub-apertures (best
seen in FIG. 5) that may be threaded in complementary
fashion and/or for receiving a fastener that is used to cause
engagement between the structure inserted into the horizon-
tal rail channel 202. The horizontal rail channel 202 may
also be inset within the frame element(s) disclosed herein
and may be approximately 1x1 dimensioned in inches. The
horizontal rail channel 202 may be recessed within the one
or more horizontal frame element 128a-» and may benefi-
cially span longitudinally greater than 75% of the horizontal
length, thereby giving the user greater versatility in posi-
tioning the vertical dividing member 118. The horizontal rail
channel 202 also enables different attachments or accesso-
ries to be inserted and removed thereon, e.g., fishing rod
holders, housings, coolers, etc. In some embodiments, the
horizontal rail channel 202 is also defined on an upper end
150, namely a surface thereon, on the rear surface 130 of the
horizontal dividing member 116, or on all faces or surfaces
of a frame element.

[0038] Beneficially, one or more tensioning member(s)
132 are also utilized with the horizontal dividing member
116 to cause effective coupling with the bed 102 of the
vehicle 100. Specifically, the tensioning member(s) 132 may
be of an elastically deformable surface 134, e.g., a polymeric
material such as natural rubber, neoprene, etc., that may
define the left end 120 of the horizontal dividing member
116 and is operably configured to selectively modulate the
horizontal member length, i.e., expand and contract in
length. In one embodiment, the selective modulation is
caused from a tongue-and-groove configuration or threaded
configuration. In other embodiments, it is caused through
use of a telescopic configuration between the frame elements
utilized on the horizontal dividing member 116 and one or
more nodules (e.g., spring-loaded nodules) that retain the
telescopic frame elements in the desired configuration and
length.

[0039] As seen in FIG. 1, the vertical dividing member
118 also includes one or more leg(s) (e.g., leg 140) that may
be cantilevered with respect to the horizontal dividing
member 116. The leg 140 may also have a support surface
142 selectively removably couplable to the bed bottom wall
104 and that may be parallel and coplanar with any other
support surfaces (e.g., support surface 126) on the divider
114. The vertical dividing member 118 may include one or
more horizontal frame element(s) 144a-b, or 144a-n, dis-
posed in a substantially perpendicular orientation with
respect to one or more of the horizontal frame element(s)
128a-n of the horizontal dividing member 116. As used
herein, “substantially parallel”, “substantially perpendicu-
lar”, “parallel”, “perpendicular” shall be all construed as
using the term “substantially” and will have a variance of
approximately +/-10°.

[0040] Similar to the horizontal dividing member 116, the
vertical dividing member 118 includes horizontal frame
element(s) 144a-n with a front surface 146 defining a
horizontal rail channel 148 disposed continuously along the
vertical member length, and also includes a rear surface 204
opposing the front surface 146 of the at least one horizontal
frame element 144a-r of the vertical dividing member 118.
Beneficially, the vertical dividing member 118 is selectively,
removably, and lockably coupled (e.g., preventing transla-
tion without user intervention) to the horizontal dividing
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member 116 with at least one fastener 208a-» and operably
configured to linearly translate (e.g., in the path represented
with arrow 214) within the horizontal rail channel 202 of the
at least one horizontal frame element 128a-» of the hori-
zontal dividing member 116. In some embodiments, the
horizontal rail channel 202 may also be defined on both sides
of the horizontal dividing member 116. Said another way,
the horizontal rail channel 202 may defined on both of the
rear surface 130 and front surface 200 of the horizontal
dividing member 116, such that the user may move (and
translate) the vertical dividing member(s) 118 to (and along)
either or both sides of the horizontal dividing member 116.
Additionally, the user may also desire to completely remove
the vertical dividing member 118 from the horizontal divid-
ing member 116 to enable larger belongings or items to be
stored within the truck bed 102.

[0041] In one embodiment, the horizontal dividing mem-
ber 116 beneficially includes an upper horizontal frame
element 128a defining an upper end 150 of the horizontal
dividing member 116 and a lower horizontal frame element
1285 defining a lower end 152 of the horizontal dividing
member 116 opposing the upper end 150 of the horizontal
dividing member 116. The upper and lower horizontal frame
elements 128a-b are each disposed in a spaced-apart and
parallel configuration with one another, defining a continu-
ous horizontal gap 154 therein between. Furthermore, a
horizontal member height can be seen separating the upper
end 150 of the horizontal dividing member 116 and the
lower end 152 of the horizontal dividing member 116,
wherein the continuous horizontal gap 154 has a gap length
206 that is greater than 50% of the horizontal member
height. This beneficially enables certain belongings and
structures to be inserted through the divider 114 when
desired by the user and without having to remove the divider
114 from the bed 102. The horizontal member height is low
profile and ranges from approximately 8-14 inches.

[0042] In one embodiment, the horizontal dividing mem-
ber 116 includes one or more outrigger member(s), e.g.,
outrigger member 156, that is directly coupled to the lower
horizontal frame element 1285 in an unobstructing configu-
ration with respect to the continuous horizontal gap 154 and
extending outwardly away from s and having a support
surface parallel with the support surface 126 of the least one
leg 124. Said another way, the outrigger member(s) 156
provider greater structural stability of the divider 114, while
still unaffecting the storage and carrying of belongings
and/or items. In one embodiment, the outrigger member 156
is L-shaped and attached to the rear surface of the lower
horizontal frame element 1285 using one or more fastener

(s)-

[0043] In one embodiment, the upper horizontal frame
element 1284 includes the horizontal rail channel 202 dis-
posed continuously along the horizontal member length and
the lower horizontal frame element 1285 includes a hori-
zontal rail channel 212 disposed continuously along the
horizontal member length. As such, the vertical dividing
member 118 is operable to continually translate within the
horizontal rail channel 202 without having to remove it
therefrom. Said another way, the vertical dividing member
118 is selectively, removably, and lockably coupled to the
upper and lower horizontal frame elements 128a-b of the
horizontal dividing member 116 respectively with one or
more fastener(s) 208a-» and operably configured to linearly
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translate within the horizontal rail channels 202 of the upper
and lower horizontal frame elements 128a-5 of the horizon-
tal dividing member 116.

[0044] In one embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 1-5, the
fastener(s) 208a-» include a threaded portion and a knob or
grip at the head enabling rotation of the threaded portion. In
other embodiments, the fastener(s) 208a-» may include, as
shown in FIGS. 6-7, a latch with a flange operably config-
ured to engage with the upper and lower horizontal frame
elements 128a-b and/or be disposed within the horizontal
rail channels 202. To that end, the fastener(s) 208a-» may be
beneficially and operably configured to translate and fric-
tionally engage with the upper and lower horizontal frame
elements 128a-b.

[0045] When the upper and lower horizontal frame ele-
ments 128a-b are utilized, a plurality of tensioning members
132 may be utilized, wherein each have an elastically
deformable surface 134 operably configured to cause fric-
tional resistance against the bed 102 and not plastically
deform when subjected to compression forces ranging from
5-50 lbs. The plurality of tensioning members 132 are
operably configured to selectively and independently modu-
late the horizontal member length, i.e., only one of the
plurality of tensioning members 132 may be required move
to adjust the horizontal member length. When in use, the
plurality of tensioning members 132 are coupled to opposing
ends of the upper horizontal frame element 128a and oppos-
ing ends of the lower horizontal frame element 1285,
respectively, to define the left and right ends 120, 122 of the
horizontal dividing member 116, wherein said left and right
ends 120, 122 engage and/or directly couple with the bed
102 of the vehicle 100 (as exemplified in the figures). The
outer surface of the plurality of tensioning members 132,
namely the perimeter surface thereon, may include a plu-
rality of longitudinally oriented ridges to effectuate safe
translation and modulation of the horizontal member length.
[0046] In one embodiment, the continuous horizontal gap
154 defined by the upper and lower horizontal frame ele-
ments 128a-b uniformly spans longitudinally greater than
50% of the horizontal member length. The uniform exten-
sion of the continuous horizontal gap 154 (which may also
be substantially unobstructed (e.g., greater than 95% of the
area) by any object) can be seen best in FIG. 2.

[0047] The horizontal dividing member 116 may also
include a left vertical frame element 210a coupled to the
upper and lower horizontal frame elements 128a-b of the
horizontal dividing member 116 and may also include a first
leg 124 having the support surface 126 selectively remov-
ably couplable to the bed bottom wall 104 and a right
vertical frame element 210a coupled to the upper and lower
horizontal frame elements 128a-5 of the horizontal dividing
member 116 and also including a second leg 124 having a
support surface 126 selectively removably couplable to the
bed bottom wall 104. In one embodiment, the first and
second legs 124 may spatially offset (approximately 1 inch)
the lower horizontal frame element 1284 from the support
surfaces thereon to enable flow of liquids (e.g., rain) accu-
mulating within the bed 102 of the vehicle 100. The con-
tinuous horizontal gap 154 may also uniformly span greater
than 50% of the horizontal member length and may separate
the left and right vertical frame elements 210a-b.

[0048] Similar to the horizontal dividing member 116, the
vertical dividing member 118 may also include an upper
horizontal frame element 1444a defining an upper end 158 of
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the vertical dividing member 118 and a lower horizontal
frame element 1445 defining a lower end 160 of the vertical
dividing member 118 opposing the upper end 158 of the
vertical dividing member 118. The upper and lower hori-
zontal frame elements 144a-b of the vertical dividing mem-
ber 118 may be each disposed in a spaced-apart and parallel
configuration with one another, defining a continuous ver-
tical gap 162 therein between. Furthermore, the vertical
member height separates the upper end 158 of the vertical
dividing member 118 and the lower end 160 of the vertical
dividing member 118. The continuous vertical gap 162 may
also have a gap length 400 that is greater than 50% of the
vertical member height for the beneficial reasons described
above.

[0049] In one embodiment, the upper horizontal frame
element 144a of the vertical dividing member 118 includes
a left horizontal rail channel 148 disposed continuously
along the front surface 146 thereon and along the vertical
member length, the upper horizontal frame element 144a of
the vertical dividing member 118 includes a right horizontal
rail channel 600 disposed continuously along the rear sur-
face 204 thereon and along the vertical member length, the
lower horizontal frame element 1445 of the vertical dividing
member 118 includes a left horizontal rail channel 164
disposed continuously along the front surface 146 thereon
and along the vertical member length, and the lower hori-
zontal frame element 1445 of the vertical dividing member
118 includes a right horizontal rail channel 602 disposed
continuously along the rear surface 204 thereon and along
the vertical member length. In other embodiments, an upper
surface of the upper horizontal frame element 144a may also
include and define a horizontal rail channel 148 disposed
continuously along the front surface 146 thereon. In one
embodiment, the continuous vertical gap 162 uniformly
spans longitudinally greater than 50% of the vertical mem-
ber length.

[0050] In further embodiments, the vertical dividing mem-
ber 118 includes a left vertical frame element 404a coupled
to the upper and lower horizontal frame elements 144a-b of
the vertical dividing member 118 and a right vertical frame
element 4045 coupled to the upper and lower horizontal
frame elements 144a-b of the vertical dividing member 118
and including the at least one leg 140 having the support
surface 142. The continuous vertical gap 162 may uniformly
span greater than 50% of the vertical member length and
separates the left and right vertical frame elements 404a-b of
the vertical dividing member 118.

[0051] Although a specific order of executing installation
and utilization steps have been disclosed, the order of
executing the steps may be changed relative to the order
shown in certain embodiments. Also, two or more steps
shown or disclosed as occurring in succession may be
executed concurrently or with partial concurrence in some
embodiments. Certain steps may also be omitted for the sake
of brevity. In some embodiments, some or all of the process
steps can be combined into a single process.

[0052] Various modifications and additions can be made to
the exemplary embodiments discussed without departing
from the scope of the present disclosure. For example, while
the embodiments described above refer to particular fea-
tures, the scope of this disclosure also includes embodiments
having different combinations of features and embodiments
that do not include all of the above described features.
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What is claimed is:

1. In combination with a vehicle having a bed with a bed
bottom wall, a plurality of bed sidewalls surrounding the bed
bottom wall, and defining a bed volume, the vehicle having
a tailgate operably configured to rotate along a tailgate
rotation path and configured to be placed in a parallel
configuration with respect to the bed bottom wall, and
defining one of the plurality of bed sidewalls, an improve-
ment comprising:

a truck bed divider assembly with:

a horizontal dividing member with a left end, a right
end opposing the left end of the horizontal dividing
member, a horizontal member length separating the
left and right ends of the horizontal dividing mem-
ber, at least one leg having a support surface selec-
tively removably couplable to the bed bottom wall,
at least one horizontal frame element with a front
surface defining a horizontal rail channel disposed
continuously along the horizontal member length, a
rear surface opposing the front surface of the at least
one horizontal frame element, and at least one ten-
sioning member with an elastically deformable sur-
face defining the left end of the horizontal dividing
member and operably configured to selectively
modulate the horizontal member length; and

a vertical dividing member with a left end, a right end
opposing the left end of the vertical dividing mem-
ber, a vertical member length separating the left and
right ends of the vertical dividing member, at least
one leg having a support surface selectively remov-
ably couplable to the bed bottom wall, and at least
one horizontal frame element disposed in a substan-
tially perpendicular orientation with respect to the at
least one horizontal frame element of the horizontal
dividing member, with a front surface defining a
horizontal rail channel disposed continuously along
the vertical member length, and with a rear surface
opposing the front surface of the at least one hori-
zontal frame element of the vertical dividing mem-
ber, the vertical dividing member selectively, remov-
ably, and lockably coupled to the horizontal dividing
member with at least one fastener and operably
configured to linearly translate within the horizontal
rail channel of the at least one horizontal frame
element of the horizontal dividing member.

2. The improvement according to claim 1, wherein the
horizontal dividing member further comprises:

an upper horizontal frame element defining an upper end
of the horizontal dividing member;

a lower horizontal frame element defining a lower end of
the horizontal dividing member opposing the upper end
of the horizontal dividing member, the upper and lower
horizontal frame elements each disposed in a spaced-
apart and parallel configuration with one another, defin-
ing a continuous horizontal gap therein between; and

a horizontal member height separating the upper end of
the horizontal dividing member 116 and the lower end
of the horizontal dividing member, the continuous
horizontal gap having a gap length that is greater than
50% of the horizontal member height.

3. The improvement according to claim 2, further com-

prising:

at least one outrigger member directly coupled to the
lower horizontal frame element in an unobstructing
configuration with respect to the continuous horizontal
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gap and extending outwardly away from the rear sur-
face of the horizontal dividing member and having a
support surface parallel with the support surface of the
least one leg.

4. The improvement according to claim 2, wherein:

the upper horizontal frame element includes the horizon-
tal rail channel disposed continuously along the hori-
zontal member length and the lower horizontal frame
element includes a horizontal rail channel disposed
continuously along the horizontal member length, the
vertical dividing member selectively, removably, and
lockably coupled to the upper and lower horizontal
frame elements of the horizontal dividing member
respectively with a fastener and operably configured to
linearly translate within the horizontal rail channels of
the upper and lower horizontal frame elements of the
horizontal dividing member.

5. The improvement according to claim 4, wherein:

the fastener is operably configured to translate and fric-
tionally engage with the upper and lower horizontal
frame elements.

6. The improvement according to claim 2, further com-

prising:

a plurality of tensioning members each with an elastically
deformable surface, operably configured to selectively
and independently modulate the horizontal member
length, and coupled to opposing ends of the upper
horizontal frame element and opposing ends of the
lower horizontal frame element, respectively, to define
the left and right ends of the horizontal dividing mem-
ber.

7. The improvement according to claim 2, wherein:

the continuous horizontal gap uniformly spans longitudi-
nally greater than 50% of the horizontal member
length.

8. The improvement according to claim 7, wherein the

horizontal dividing member further comprises:

a left vertical frame element coupled to the upper and
lower horizontal frame elements of the horizontal
dividing member and including a first leg having the
support surface selectively removably couplable to the
bed bottom wall; and

a right vertical frame element coupled to the upper and
lower horizontal frame elements of the horizontal
dividing member and including a second leg having a
support surface selectively removably couplable to the
bed bottom wall, wherein the continuous horizontal gap
uniformly spans greater than 50% of the horizontal
member length and separates the left and right vertical
frame elements.

9. The improvement according to claim 1, wherein:

the horizontal rail channel is recessed within the at least
one horizontal frame element and spans longitudinally
greater than 75% of the horizontal length.

10. The improvement according to claim 2, wherein the

vertical dividing member further comprises:

an upper horizontal frame element defining an upper end
of the vertical dividing member;

a lower horizontal frame element defining a lower end of
the vertical dividing member opposing the upper end of
the vertical dividing member, the upper and lower
horizontal frame eclements of the vertical dividing
member each disposed in a spaced-apart and parallel
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configuration with one another, defining a continuous
vertical gap therein between; and

a vertical member height separating the upper end of the
vertical dividing member and the lower end of the
vertical dividing member, the continuous vertical gap
having a gap length that is greater than 50% of the
vertical member height.

11. The improvement according to claim 10, wherein:

the upper horizontal frame element of the vertical divid-
ing member includes a left horizontal rail channel
disposed continuously along the front surface thereon
and along the vertical member length, the upper hori-
zontal frame element of the vertical dividing member
includes a right horizontal rail channel disposed con-
tinuously along the rear surface thereon and along the
vertical member length, the lower horizontal frame
element of the vertical dividing member includes a left
horizontal rail channel disposed continuously along the
front surface thereon and along the vertical member
length, and the lower horizontal frame element of the
vertical dividing member includes a right horizontal
rail channel disposed continuously along the rear sur-
face thereon and along the vertical member length.

12. The improvement according to claim 11, wherein:

the continuous vertical gap uniformly spans longitudi-
nally greater than 50% of the vertical member length.

13. The improvement according to claim 12, wherein the

vertical dividing member further comprises:

a left vertical frame element coupled to the upper and
lower horizontal frame elements of the vertical dividing
member; and

a right vertical frame element coupled to the upper and
lower horizontal frame elements of the vertical dividing
member and including the at least one leg having the
support surface, wherein the continuous vertical gap
uniformly spans greater than 50% of the vertical mem-
ber length and separates the left and right vertical frame
elements of the vertical dividing member.

14. A truck bed divider assembly comprising

a horizontal dividing member with:

a left end, a right end opposing the left end of the
horizontal dividing member, and a horizontal mem-
ber length separating the left and right ends of the
horizontal dividing member;

at least one leg having a support surface selectively
removably couplable to the bed bottom wall of a
vehicle;

an upper horizontal frame element defining an upper
end of the horizontal dividing member;

a lower horizontal frame element defining a lower end
of the horizontal dividing member opposing the
upper end of the horizontal dividing member, the
upper and lower horizontal frame elements each
disposed in a spaced-apart and parallel configuration
with one another, defining a continuous horizontal
gap therein between, with a front surface defining a
horizontal rail channel disposed continuously along
the horizontal member length, and with a rear sur-
face opposing the front surface thereon;

a horizontal member height separating the upper end of
the horizontal dividing member and the lower end of
the horizontal dividing member, the continuous hori-
zontal gap having a gap length that is greater than
50% of the horizontal member height; and
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at least one tensioning member with an elastically
deformable surface defining the left end of the hori-
zontal dividing member and operably configured to
selectively modulate the horizontal member length;
and

a vertical dividing member with:

a left end, a right end opposing the left end of the
vertical dividing member, a vertical member length
separating the left and right ends of the vertical
dividing member;

at least one leg having a support surface selectively
removably couplable to the bed bottom wall of the
vehicle; and

at least one horizontal frame element disposed in a
substantially perpendicular orientation with respect
to the upper and lower horizontal frame elements and
with a front surface defining a horizontal rail channel
disposed continuously along the vertical member
length, and with a rear surface opposing the front
surface of the at least one horizontal frame element
of the vertical dividing member, the vertical dividing
member selectively, removably, and lockably
coupled to the upper and lower horizontal frame
elements with a plurality of fasteners and operably
configured to linearly translate within the horizontal
rail channels of the upper and lower horizontal frame
elements of the horizontal dividing member.

15. The truck bed divider assembly according to claim 14,

further comprising:

at least one outrigger member directly coupled to the
lower horizontal frame element in an unobstructing
configuration with respect to the continuous horizontal
gap and extending outwardly away from the rear sur-
face of the horizontal dividing member 116 and having
a support surface parallel with the support surface of
the least one leg.
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16. The truck bed divider assembly according to claim 14,

wherein:

the plurality of fasteners are operably configured to trans-
late and frictionally engage with the upper and lower
horizontal frame elements.

17. The truck bed divider assembly according to claim 14,

further comprising:

a plurality of tensioning members each with an elastically
deformable surface, operably configured to selectively
and independently modulate the horizontal member
length, and coupled to opposing ends of the upper
horizontal frame element and opposing ends of the
lower horizontal frame element, respectively, to define
the left and right ends of the horizontal dividing mem-
ber.

18. The truck bed divider assembly according to claim 14,

wherein:

the continuous horizontal gap uniformly spans longitudi-
nally greater than 50% of the horizontal member
length.

19. The truck bed divider assembly according to claim 18,

wherein the horizontal dividing member further comprises:

a left vertical frame element coupled to the upper and
lower horizontal frame elements of the horizontal
dividing member and including a first leg having the
support surface selectively removably couplable to the
bed bottom wall; and

a right vertical frame element coupled to the upper and
lower horizontal frame elements of the horizontal
dividing member and including a second leg having a
support surface selectively removably couplable to the
bed bottom wall, wherein the continuous horizontal gap
uniformly spans greater than 50% of the horizontal
member length and separates the left and right vertical
frame elements.
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