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FILING DRAWER CONSTRUCTION
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. Globe-Wernicke Industries Inc., Cincinnati, Ghio, a

corporation of Qhio

Filed Mar. 4, 1963, Ser. No. 262,579
1 Claim. (Cl. 312—214)

This invention relates to a filing drawer construction.
More particularly it relates to a construction which makes
possible the easy replacement of the front finish panel of
the file drawer where such replacement is desired for any
reason.

There are a number of conditions in which it is desirable
to be able to replace just the front finish panel of a filing
drawer rather than an entire drawer. By way of example,
file drawers are now often constructed such that longi-
tudinal dividers may be inserted therein over a false bot-
tom so as to convert an ordinary file drawer into a sub-
divided drawer. Generally provision is made for the
insertion of either one longitudinal divider to make a
two-compartment drawer or two longitudinal dividers
to make a three-compartment drawer. When this is done,
however, the difficulty is that the usual file drawer front
is provided with a single' centrally disposed label holder.
Thus, it would be very desirable to be able to replace
the front finish panel of the drawer with one having per-
haps ‘two label holders or three label holders when con-
verting the-filing drawer to a two-compartment or three-
compartment drawer.

Another example is one which arises from the avail-
ability of new materials. Thus there is now available a
vinyl covered sheet metal wherein the vinyl may be pro-
vided jn various colors and textures. This makes possible
the coordination of colors and textures in the interior
decoration of offices. Under these circumstances it .is
desirable that the drawer fronts be capable of being
changed when it is desired to change the decor. Drawer
dronts may thus be furnished in a variety of colors and
finishes, painted or otherwise coated, and this variety
and interchangeability makes possible the color coding
of records or files.

Of course, there is always the possibility that a par-
ticular drawer front may be damaged as by being dented
or scratched without any damage accruing to the structure
of the drawer itself. Presently it is necessary to replace
the entire drawer, whereas it should only be necessary
to replace the front finish panel.

With the foregoing considerations in mind, it is an
. object of the present invention to provide a drawer
construction wherein the front finish panel of the drawer
is detachably secured to a false front which forms an
integral part of the drawer structure. It is another object
of the invention to provide for a simple and easy removal
and replacement of drawer fronts without the need for
special tools or equipment.

These and other objects of the invention which will be
described in more detail hereinafter or which will be
apparent to ome skilled in the art upon reading these
specifications are-accomplished by that certain construc-
tion and arrangement of parts of which the following is
a description of an exemplary embodiment.

Reference is made to the drawings forming a part
hereof and in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view as seen from the rear of
a finish front panel according to the invention.

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view as seen from
the front of a drawer having a false front panel to which
the panel of FIG. 1 is detachably secured. FIG. 2 is
drawn to a smaller scale.
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FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view of the drawer of
FIG. 2 on a reduced scale.

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view on an
enlarged scale taken on the line 4—4 of FIG. 3 adjacent
the front of the drawer.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view on a small scale of the
completely assembled drawer with the finish front in place.

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary cross-sectional ‘view on an
enlarged scale taken on the line 6—6 of FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary elevational view of the front
portion of the drawer as seen from the right in FIG. 5
also on an enlarged scale:

FIG. 8 is a plan view of a drawer according to the
invention provided with dividers and 2 false bottom to
make a compartmented drawer having three compart-
ments,

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of the same taken on
the line 9—39 of FIG. 8. ‘

Briefly, in the practice of the invention, the drawer
may be of conventional configuration having 2 bottom
panel 19, side walls 11 and 12, a rear wall 13, and a false
front panel 14. The specific design and construction of
these panels and walls does not constitute a part of the
present invention. The members above described may be
secured together as for example by spot welding into a
unitary drawer forming relationship. ‘

The rear wall 13 may be provided with. the ‘slots 13q
and the false front panel with the slots 144 for the inser-
tion of longitudinal dividers such as those indicated at
15in FIG. 9.

The false front panel 14 is provided with a top flange
16, side flanges 17 and 18 and a bottom flange 19.. The
bottom wall 18 will be provided with a struck out lug
or the like as indicated at 20. “In the particular embodi-
ment shown, there are two such lugs (see FIG. 3), -one:
near each of the sides of the drawer. The purpose of
these lugs will be described hereinafter. 21 indicates
the conventional central longitudinal bottorn -channel
through which a guide rod may pass as indicated at 22.
To this end the front panel is provided with the deforma-
tion 23 and the finish front panel will be provided -with
the aperture 24 through which the guide rod 22 extends
asat 25. All of this is conventional.

The finish front panel is indicated generally at 26 and
as best seen in FIG. 1 it is provided with the top channel
27, the side channels 28 and 29 and the bottom channel
30. ' Extending rearwardly from the bottom channel 30
is a flange 31 having the cut-out portions 32." The flange
31 is actually in two parts in order to clear the bottom
channel 21 previously referred to. Extending rearwardly
from the side channels 28 and 29 are the guide flanges
33 and 34 and the guide tabs 35 and 36.

By reference to FIGS. 6 and 7, it will be understood
that the finish front panel 26 is secured to the false front
panel 14 by engaging the top channel 27 over the top
flange 16.. The guide tabs 35 and 36 and 33 and 34 re-
spectively engage on the outsides of the side walls 11 and
12 and the rearwardly extending flange 31 of the bottom
channel 3@ abuts against the bottom panel 10 with the
securing lugs 20 passing through the ‘apertures 32 in the
flange 31. It will be clear that in order to change panels
it is only necessary to pry the flange 31.over the abutment
29, swinging the finish front panel counterclockwise as
seen in FIG. 6 aund lifting the top channel 27 off the top
flange 16. A different finish front panel can then be as-
sembled to the drawer by a reverse procedure. The finish
front panel will of course be provided with the usnal
drawer pull indicated at 37, which may be provided with
a suitable latching or trigger mechanism if desired and
with the usual label holder 38. If the drawer, as is usual-
ly the case, is provided with the lateral channels 11 and
124, it will be clear that the guide tabs 35 and 36 will be
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spaced outward from the guide flanges 33 and 34 so that
in the assembled conditions the guide tabs 35 and 36 bear
snugly against the channels 11¢ and 124 while the guide
flanges 33 and 34 bear snugly against the side walls 11
and 12. -

In FIGS. 8 and 9 there is a somewhat schematic show-
ing of how a conventional drawer as shown- in FIG. 5
can be converted to a compartmented drawer. A false
bottom structure is secured in the bottom of the drawer
and this structure provides for a desired number of guide
channels 21¢ which have the same function as the chan-
nel 21 heretofore described. In the particular embodi-
ment of FIGS. 8 and 9, the drawer has been subdivided
into three equal compartments. . It could of course be
divided into two compartments by using a different false
bottom structure and by securing a single dividing wall
15 in the central one of the slots 14a. It can also be

divided into compartments of unequal size by using a

suitable combination of the various slots 14a and 13a.
In any event, each of the channels 21a will carry a guide
rod 22a having the same purpose as the guide rod 22.
Each of the compartments may then be provided with a
suitable follower 39 of any desired comnstruction.

When a drawer is converted, for example a three com-
partment drawer as shown in FIGS. 8 and 9, the particu-
lar finish front panel 26a will be provided with three label
holders 38a. If the drawer is divided into two compart-
ments, it is a simple matter to change the front finish panel
to one having two label holders.

It will now be clear that if it is desired for any one.of
the various reasons described above to replace the front
finish panel of the file drawer, this can be done with the
greatest of ease and a new panel having the desired num-
ber of label holders or a desired finish or color may be
assembled to the drawer. -

It will be understood that the description herein is
exemplary only and that modifications will suggest them-
selves to those skilled in the art. There is therefore no
intention to limit the invention otherwise than as set
forth in the following claim.
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What is claimed is:

A filing drawer having a bottom panel, side walls each
provided with a longitudinal stiffening channel, a rear
wall and a false front panel, said panels and walls being
secured together in drawer forming relationship, and a de-
tachable front finish panel bearing a pull and at least one
label holder, said false front panel having forwardly di-
rected. top, bottom and side flanges, and said bottom
panel having adjacent said false front panel a securing
abutment, said front finish panel having rearwardly di-
rected top, bottom and side channels, said bottom chan-
nel having a rearwardly directed flange provided with
means cooperating with said securing abutment, said top
channel engaging over the top flange of said false front
panel and the rearwardly directed flange on said bottom
channel bearing against said bottom panel when said for-
wardly directed top flange is seated within said top chan-
nel and said side channels. are disposed outside the re-
spective side flanges, said side channels being provided
with rearwardly extending guide flanges bearing against
the outside of the respective side walls of said.drawer,
and each of said side channels being provided with a rear-
wardly extending guide tab bearing snugly against said
stiffening channels on said drawer side walls.
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