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To all whom &t may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES STONE, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Jackson, in
the county of Jackson and State of Michigan,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Garments, of which the follow-
ing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates parsicularly toarticles
of wearing-apparel—such asskirts, petticoats,
and the like—wherein a yoke forms a part of
or may be used in conneection with the gar-
ment; and the invention resides in the pe-
culiar formation of the yoke whereby it may
be lengthened or shortened uniformly of its
width to vary the waist size of the garment.

The invention further consists in the novel
type of adjusting means employed and in the
peculiar construction of the adjusting mech-
anism, as will be more fully hereinafter de-
seribed,and shownin the drawings,in which—

Figure 1 is a view of the top portion of a
garment which for the purpose of illustrating
the invention is in the form of a skirt, show-
ingin perspective iny improved yoke attached
thereto. Figs. 2 and 3 are sectional views
showing one adjusting device in its opened
and closed position.

In the drawings thus briefly described the
reference-letter A designates a -skirt cut in
such manner as to admit of an enlargement
of several inches on each side, and B is the
yoke, attached to the skirt in any suitable
manner. Inconstruction the yoke comprises
a strip or band of material continuous from
end to end and of a width to extend from the
waist to and preferably partly over the hips
of the wearer. Toallow the band to conform
to the lines of the figure, Icut the stripinto the
form of a sector of a cirele, shaping the top
and bottom edges thereof into concentric ares,
as shown. Theends of the yoke may be con-
nected together in any suitable manner, as
by a series of buttons con the yoke end b and
a corresponding number of buttonholes d on
the meeting ends a.

The adjusting mechanism for varying the
size of the yoke consists, preferably, of two
adjusting devices C and D, each comprising
a pair of spaced flaps or fliesand a lacing en-
gaging the flaps, as shown. Each pairof flaps
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extendsentirely across the yoke, and the flaps

‘are arranged radially upon the latter, so that

when drawn together by the lacing the yoke
willbe varied in length uniformly of its width.

The letter E designates one flap member of
the adjusting device C, located immediately
adjacent to the buttonholes d and, as shown,
is stitched to the yoke in such manner as to
cover the edges of the tapes¢aboutsaid but-
tonholes. The stitching extends to about the
middle of the flap, leaving substantially a half
of the latter loose from the yoke, and in the
loose portion is inserted a series of eyelets f.

F designates the complementary flap or fly,

formed by doubling the yoke upon itself to

form a fold and stitching the fold to the yoke,
asillustrated. Theflap deseribed isarranged
at some distance beyond the flap E and is
provided with aseries of eyelets &, correspond-
ing in number and arrangement to the eye-
lets f. The adjusting device upon the oppo-
site end of the yoke (designated by the refer-
ence- letter D) is substantially the same in
construction as the adjusting device just de-
scribed, comprising flaps G and H, and each
pair of flaps is engaged by a lacing, such as 1.

In order that the yoke may have a smoother
it at the back and that a firm backing will
be provided for the folded portion of the yoke
caused by the adjustment, I provide a rein-
forcement J for each adjusting device ex-
tending over a portion of the yoke interme-
diate each pair of flaps. Thisreinforcement
is formed by an overlying thickness of cloth
J, covering about one-half the distance from
the flap upon the end of the yoke to its com-
plementary flap, and an extra thickness of
stiff material %k, which is arranged between
the cloth J and the body of the yoke, as plainly
shown in Figs. 2and 3. The overlying thick-
ness of material in eachadjusting device ter-
minates, preferably, under the first flap and
is secured to the yoke by means of stitching.
In order that the reinforcing -section de-
seribed shall have a smooth appearance and
to prevent it from puffing, each reinforcement
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is traversed with several rows of stitching,

such as .

To attain the desired adjustability of the
yoke, the flaps in each adjusting device are
brought together by means of the lacing until
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the desired size is obtained, the soft portion
of the yoke between the two flies in each case
being doubled upon itself, and the flaps are
then held together by the tying of the lacing.

From the foregoing deseription of my in-
vention it will be seen that I have provided
a yoke which on account of its peculiar form
may. be properly fitted to the figure. Alsoby
arranging the flaps upon the yoke in the man-
ner set forth I have provided means whereby
through the agency of the lacing the length
of the yoke may be varied uniformly of its
width. Thus the adjusting of the size of the
yoke may be readily and easily effected and
the garment at the waist and hips will have
the proportions usual in a non-adjustable
garment.

What I claim as my invention is—

In an adjustable yoke, the eombination
with a strip or band of material cut into the

form of a sector of a circle and having its top

and bottom edges concentric ares, means for -

securing the strip ends' together, means for
adjusting the length of the strip uniformly of
its width comprising two spaced and radially-
arranged flaps upon and extending entirely
across the strip and a lacing engaging said
flaps, and a reinforcement for the adj usting
means, consisting of a layer of material ex-
tending over and stitched at its edges to a
portion of the strip intermediate the flaps,
and a reinforeing-layer of stiff materialinter-
mediate the stitched layer and the strip, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
JAMES STONE.
Witnesses:
S. H. CaMmp,
L. C. CHANDLER.
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