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To all tuhon, it mally concern: 
Be it known that I, ABSALOM S. IRESON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Kelly, 
in the county of Tazewell and State of Vir 

5 ginia, have invented a new and useful Wash 
board, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. w 

The invention relates to improvements in 
Washboards. - 

Io The object of the present invention is to 
improve the construction of washboards and 
to provide a simple, strong, and durable one 
in which the rubbing-surface can be readily 
changed to bring the end portions at the cen 

15 ter, and vice versa, so that when the central 
portion, which is subjected to the greatest 
wear, becomes worn it may be renewed by 
simply rearranging the parts. - 
A further object of the invention is to en 

2O able the washboard after use to be rapidly 
and thoroughly dried to prevent it from rot 
ting. - 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
25 parts, as hereinafter fully described, illus 

trated in the accompanying drawings, and 
pointed out in the claims hereto appended. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a washboard constructed in accord 

3o ance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a longi 
tudinal sectional view. Figs. 3 and 4 are 
transverse sectional views on the lines 33 
and 4 4 of Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a perspective 
view, the clamping-frames being swung apart. 

35 Similar reference-numerals designate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the draw 
1ngs. 
11 designate similar substantially rectan 

gular clamping-frames forming the front and 
4o back of the washboard and connected at the 

top of the same by hinges 2. Each frame 1 
is composed of a top cross-piece 3 and side 
bars 4, and the latter are recessed longitudi 
nally at their inner adjacent edges to receive 

45 the ends of transverse bars or slats 5, which 
form the rubbing-surface of the washboard. 
The transverse bars or slats are square in 
cross-section and exposed at the front and 
back of the frame to form a double wash 

5o board. 
The rubbing-surface, which may be con 

structed of any suitable material, is prefer 

'clamping-frames from spreading and releas 

ably composed of wooden bars or slats 5, which 
are supported at the recesses 6 of the side 
bars of the frame by longitudinal plates 7, 55 
secured to the inner faces of the bars 4 and 
having projecting edges arranged at the re 
cesses 6 and provided with V-shaped notches 
to receive the opposite corners or edges of the 
transverse bars or slats 5. These plates firmly 6o 
hold the bars or slats 5 at the proper interval, 
and a sufficient space is provided between the 
slats or bars to permit the dirty water expelled 
from the clothes to pass directly through the 
board. Should the transverse bars 5 be con- 65 
structed of metal, their edges should be 
slightly rounded to avoid cutting the fabrics. 
The side bars 4 of the clamping-frames are 

connected and held in engagement with the 
bars 5 by hooks 8, mounted on one of the 7o 
frames and engaging lugs or projections 9 at 
the other, but any suitable fastening devices 
may be employed for this purpose. 
The sides of the clamping-frames are pre 

vented from spreading by a lower transverse 75 
rod 10, preferably constructed of galvanized 
metal to avoid rusting and having reduced 
ends 11 passing through openings formed by 
notches in the side bars of the frames. The 
reduced ends 11 form shoulders at their in- 8o 
ner terminals and have their outer portions 
threaded for the reception of thumb-nuts 12, . 
and inner and outer plates 1314 are arranged 
on the ends 11 and engage the inner and outer 
faces of the sides of the frames. The nuts 85 
enable the sides of the frames to be forced 
inward, and the inner plates prevent them 
from being forced too far in that direction. 
The outer plates also prevent the sides of the 

90 
ing the ends of the transverse bars or slats 5. 
The sides of the clamping-frames are pro 

vided at their inner faces with shallow longi 
tudinal recesses 16, which form drain-open 
ings at the sides of the Washboard. 95 

Soap-receptacles are provided at the front 
and back of the double Washboard and are 
formed by a board or partition 17, disposed 
in the same plane as the Washboard, and a 
transverse board 18, arranged at the bottom OO 

of the board 17. These boards are clamped 
in position between the frames 1 at the top 
thereof in suitable cut-out portions or re 
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The invention has the following advan 
tages: 
When the central portion of the lubbing 

surface, which is subjected to the greatest 
Wear, becomes Worn, the central transverse 
bars or slats may readily be changed and ar 
ranged at the top and bottom of the rubbing 
surface and the linworn cind slats or bars 
placed at the center. This practically renews 
both rulbbing-surfaces, and after these be 
coine Worln the entire series of slats or bars 
are adapted to be turned to bring their un 
used upper and lower edges in position to 
form rubbing-surfaces. These when worn at 
the center can be changed, as above explained, 
and by this construction the washboard is 
provided with substantially eight, rubbing 
surfaces which are adapted to be successively 
used. When the transverse bars or slats be 
come worn out entirely, new ones may be supplied. 
The rubbing-surface when constructed of 

wood will yield slightly to the hand of the 
operator, rendering the operation of Washing 
more easy than on a perfectly rigid board. 
After the operation of Washing is completed 
the clamping - frames, which compose the 
frame of the Washboard, are adapted to be 
opened for exposing the interior of the board, 
so that the parts will rapidly and thoroughly 
dry, and thereby prevent rot, and increase 
the durability of the device. 

It will be understood that changes in the 
form, proportion, and minor details of con 
struction may be resorted to without depart 
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the 
advantages of the invention. 

Iaving thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured 
by Letters Patent, is 

1. A Washboard comprising two clamping 
frames hinged together at one end of the 
washboard and provided at the inner longi 
tudinal edges of their sides with recesses, the 
Separable plates secured to the inner faces of 
the sides of the clamping-frames, projecting 
over the said recesses and provided at their 
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inner opposite edges with angular notches, 
said plates being adapted to swing apart with 
the clamping-frames, the removable and re 
versible transverse bars or slats arranged in 
said notches and clamped by the plates, and 
means for holding the free ends of the frames 
together, substantially as described. 

2. A washboard comprising two clamping 
frames hinged togethel' at the top of the 
board, and provided at the inner edges of their 
sides with notches, means for holding the free 
ends of the frames together, the reversible and 
removable transverse bal's or slats arranged 
in said notches forming rubbing-Surfaces, a 
transverse rod extending across the wash 
board and having its terminals arranged be 
tween the sides of the clamping-frames, in 
ner and outer plates mounted on the ends of 
the rod, and nuts on the end of the rod en 
gaging the outer plates and adapted to force 
the sides of the frames inward, substantially 
as described. 

3. A washboard comprising two clamping 
framos hinged together at the top and pro 
vided at their sides with longitudinal recesses 
and having recesses 16 forming side openings, 
means for holding the free ends of the frames 
together, notched plates secured to the inner 
faces of the sides of the clamping-francs, 
transverse bars or slats forming rubbing-sur 
faces clamped in the notches of the plates, 
means for connecting the frames, the board 
or partition 17 arranged between the upper 
portions of the clamping - frames and the 
transverse board 1S detachably secured be 
tween the champing-frames at the bottom of 
the board 17 and combining with the latter 
to form opposite soap-l'eceptacles, SubStall 
tially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

ABSALON. S. IIRES ON. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. C. PERCY, 
R. M. T. CLEMENT. 
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