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This invention relates to a sling strap retainer designed
for application to the shoulder portion of a user’s jacket,
coat, or the like, and it has for its principal object to pro-
vide @ sling retainer embodied as a part of a patch piece
that can be readily attached to the garment at the selected
position of use and which retainer is of such character
that it will effectively and efficiently retain the sling strap
against slipping off the shoulder, yet will permit the user
to easily and readily remove the strap from his shoulder
when it is desired to use the carried article.

1t is also an object of the invention to provide a sling
strap retainer of the character above described, which is
fixed to an attaching piece of leather, canvas, or the like,
which is punched about its periphery to facilitate its being
hand sewn to the jacket on which it is to be used or which
is equipped with adhesive for its attachment and across
which attaching piece the sling strap is laid in use.

Yet another object of the invention resides in the pro-
vision of a sling strap refainer of the character above dis-
closed comprising a stop that is formed with an over-
hanging lip, and which stop is so secured on the attach-
ing piece that when the sling strap is laid across the lat-
ter, it will engage at one edge with the stop, beneath its
overhanging lip; this being of a flexible or resilient nature
that normally holds the strap against disengagement from
the stop but which permits it to be readily pulled free or
manually disengaged in event of necessity.

Still further objects and advantages of the invention
reside in the various details of construction, and mode of
use of the present sling retainer, as will hereinafter be
fully described.

In accomplishing the above mentioned and other ob-
jects, I have provided the improved details of construc-
tion, the preferred forms of which are illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view, showing the sling strap
retaining means of the present invention as applied for
use to a hunter’s jacket.

FIG. 2 is a view showing the retainer somewhat en-
larged, and as applied to the jacket.

FIG. 3 is a top, or plan view of the retainer, particu-
larly the leather attaching piece as punched fo facilitate
its being sewn to a garment.

FIG. 4 is an edge view of the same.

FIG. 5 is an enlarged sectional detail of the retainer,
taken on line 5—S5 in FIG. 3.

Referring more in detail to the dmawings:

The present sling strap retainer is especially designed
for use by hunters for carrying @ zifle or other firearm
while walking or climbing in rough and rugged country.
However, the device is quite useful, in a like manner, for
carrying golf bags, creels, or any other object that can
be carried by means of a shoulder or sling strap. There-
fore, it is not the imtent that the present device be re-
stricted or confined in its use to the use herein specifi-
cally illustrated in FIG. 1.

The retainer of this invention, as best shown in FIGS.
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3 and 4, comprises an attaching piece 16 of material such
as canvas, leather or other suitable material of a tough
flexible character. Ordinarily this piece ©of material
would be about three inches long and two inches wide,
but these dimensions are not critical. The leather piece
also, preferably, is punched at close intervals about its
periphery to facilitate its being hand sewn fo the user’s
jacket or coat, as has been illustrated in FIG. 2.

When the piece is of canvas, it can well be prepared
with an adhesive coating on its underside, to adapt it to
be pressed into holding contact with the garment by
use of a hot iron.

Fixed to the top side of this attaching piece of fexible
material, is the retainer or stop member designated in its
entirety by reference numeral 15. This member, in its
present preferred form of construction, comprises a
molded block of hard rubber which is glued or otherwise
suitably fixed to the piece 10 near what is herein desig-
nated at its outer end. This block has a rounded cuter
end surface 154 and a straight, transversely directed, ver-
tical inner end surface 15b. Formed as a part of the
block, at its inner end, is a short flexible lip portion 15x
that overhangs the surface 15b as has been shown in FIG.
4. When the retainer is properly attached to the shoulder
portion of a jacket or coat, as seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, the
sling strap 20 of a gun, golf bag, or other object to be
carried, is applied across the leather piece with the outer
edge of the sling strap engaged against the surface 155 of
the stop member as in FIG. 4. Thus, the attaching piece
10 serves as a protector for the jacket as well as an at-
taching member for the stop 15.

Assuming the device is so constructed, its mode of ap-
plication is to lay it on the shoulder of the jacket or coat
and then apply the sling strap across it and adjust its
position to best suit the individual. Then the piece is
stitched o the jacket by use of needle and thread as has
been best indicated in FIG. 2 or by the adhesive, as dis-
closed.

In applying the sling strap across the retainer piece 10,
it is engaged against the stop and is there normally re-
tained by means of the overhanging lip'15x. However, if
the gun or other object being carried becomes caught on
some object.such as a rock, tree or bush, the lip will yield
sufficiently that the strap will be pulled free. Likewise,
in case of instant use of the gun, the strap can be readily
pulled free by the hunter.

Devices of this kind are relatively inexpensive, can be
applied by hand to the user’s jacket or coat, and will
well serve their intended purpose. Furthermore, if it is so
desired, these retainers may be applied to both shoulders
of the coat or jacket.

1t is further apparent that the stop 15 might be made
up of laminations of leather, or the like, to serve in the
same manner as the molded rubber block, and the lip
extended to the extent desired or found necessary. The
flexibility of the lip for release of the sling strap when
this is necessary, is an important feature of the invention,
as is also the method of application of the device.

‘What I claim as new ds:

A retainer for a gun sling or similarly used strap; said
retainer comprising an attaching piece adapted to be ap-
plied upon and secured to the shoulder portion of a gar-
ment to receive the sling or strap thereacross, and a stop
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member fixed to the top surface of said attaching piece
for engagement by the outer edge of the sling strap as ap-
plied across the iattaching piece at the inside of said stop;
said stop member comprising a rigid block of relatively
small size with an inner edge abutment surface against
which the outer edge of the strap engages as thus applied
and formed along the top edge of said abutment surface
with an integrally formed, inwardly projecting lip of
relatively flexible material designed to slightly overhang
the stop engaging edge of the strap and which lip will
flex upwardly to free the strap from the block incident to
upward and outward pull on said strap.
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