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This invention relates to improvements in latching 
nechanisms for use on automobiles of the type which 
may be employed forlatchingautomobile hood covers 
ofthe“aligator”type,and more particularlyrelatesto 
a newandimprovedform ofrelease for Such a latching 
mechanism? 

Aprincipalobjectofmyinventionisto provideanovel 
form of latch release mechanism arranged with a view 
towardreleasingthe latchandsafetycatch ofacar hood 
andfor positivelyraisingthe hood duringthe unlatching 
operationintoposition to bereadily opened by hand? 

Another and principal object of my invention isto 
provide a latch means and release therefor,eliminating 
thespringsheretoforeusedtoraisethe hoodand positive 
1y releasing the latch and safety catch and at the Same 
timeraisingthe hood toreadiy be grasped for opening 
bythe hand. 

Stilanother object of my inventionis to provide a 
newandimprovedform oflatch release mechanism par 
ticularly adapted for hood latches of automobies and 
arranged with a viewtoward utmostSimplicityand com 
Pactnessinconstructionandoperation renderingunneces 
sarythe heavy springs heretofore used toinitialyraise 
the hood,upon release of the latch mechanism? 
Another objectof myinvention isto provide alatch 

mechanismadaptedforlatchinghoods ofautomobilesin 
a closed position,togetherwith a release thereforposi 
tively releasingthe main latch andinitialy raisingthc 
hood and releasingthe safety catch without the use of 
thepowerfulspringsheretofore usedtoinitialyraisethe 
hoodintoengagement with the Safety catch upon release 
of the main latch,andmakingitunnecessaryto use the 
fngerstorelease thesafety catch? · 
These and otherobjects of myinvention wilappear 

from timetotimeasthefolowingspecifcation proceeds andwithreferencetotheaccompanyingdrawingswherein: 
Figure 1 isa viewin frontelevation ofa hood katch 

andreleaseconstructedin accordancewith myinvention? 
showingthe latch mechanism in hood latching position; 
Figure2isa frontelevation ofthe same latch mech 

anismandrelease,with the hoodina closed position; 
Figure 3isaviewsomewhatsimilarto Figure1,but 

showingthe latchand safety catch boltin released posi 
tions;and,? 

Figure 4isaview like Figure2 butshowingthe latch 
and Safetycatchin released positions. 
Asshown onthe drawings: 
Inthe embodiment of myinventioniustratedin the 

drawings,a plate10 ofatransversely pivoted hood of 
an automobileisshown as beingapertured at12?Sur 
roundingthe apertured portion of the hood plate is an 
upstandingfange13 havingaportion thereof curved up 
wardy andinwardy asat14to be engaged by a main 
1atch15and toprovideakeeperforsaid main latchin 
theform ofaroundedrigid member, 
The uppermargin ofthe fixed?portion of the_hood 

bodyisusualyprovidedwitha horizontalplate orflange, 
such plate orfange beingindicatedat16?On the top 
surface ofthisplate are mounted the customary impact 
rubberbuttons17,17engagedbythe hood plate10when 
the hoodis closed?The piate16mayalso have alatch casing18mountedonitsünderSurfaceandgeneralyde 
Pendingtherefrom? - 
The latch15may be sidablyguidedina slotted side 

wal19ofan upstandingguide channel20 of the casing 
18,extendingupwardly ofthe plate16within the_apeg 
turedportion12 oftheplate11,whenthe hoodisclosed. 
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The guide channel20 has a,uniformly rounded upper noseportionandformsan uprightguidingcontinuationof 
Said casingduring hood closingmovementand whenthe 
hoodis closed. 
The latch15is herein shown as being mounted on a pivotalpin21pivotallyandslidablyguidedinaverticaly 

extendingslot22 formedina vertical plate23,ofthe 
Casing18?A.torsion.spring24is shown asencircling 
the pin21andas havingitsinnerend extendingwithin 
and crimped to an openslottedend portion ofthe pin 
21?The opposite endofthe spring24isshownas being 
of a generaly hook like form,hooked to an ear 25, 
Dressed outwardyfrom the plate23. 
The Spring24thus urgesthe latch15andpin21inan 

uppermost position with respecttothe plate23andslot 
22,and retains anarcuate surface27 ofthe latch15in engagementwith theroundedengagingorkeeperportion 
14oftheaperture12,Thearcuate surface ofthe latch 
15issoformed and the slot22isso arranged thatthe 
1atch15isaiwaysmaintainedina1atched position under 
control of the dogging1ever29regardless of how tight 
the hood may be closed,Also,the spring24 continues 
totake up onthe1atch untithepin21reachesthe upper 
end ofthe slot22asin my Patent No.2,658779,issued 
November 10,1953,and entitled“Latch Mechanism.” 
Adogginglever29ispivotaly mountedonthe outside 

ofthe plate23onatransverse pivotpin30,suitablyse 
cured to said plate beneath and spaced toward the left 
hand side ofthelatch15,andextendingoutwardythere 
from,Said dogging1everisgeneralyin the form ofa 
bell crankand has one leverarm 31 extendingtoward 
the lowerend portion of the latch15andasecond dog 
gingarm32 herein shown asextendingtowardtheright 
handside oftheplate23,andselectively1ockedinadog 
gingposition aswi1hereinaftermore clearly appearas 
this specification proceeds?The lever arm 3? has a 
pin33secured thereto andextendinginwardlytherefrom 
throughan arcuateslot34into engagementwithadown 
wardy opening slotted lower end portion 35 of the 
1atch 15? 
Whenthedogging1ever29isheldfrommovementand isinadoggingposition,thelatch15isfreetomovedown 

wardy alongthe slot22about the pin 21 against the 
spring24underguidingengagementwith thepin33,sid 
ablyeugagingtheslot34,Thus,whenthe hoodisbeing 
closedandtheaperture12passesaroundtheuprightguide 
20,the plate10wilengagethe upperendofthe1atch15 
and moyeitdownwardyalongtheslot22intoaposition 
wherethe extremeend ofthe atchwilpassthroughthe 
apertured portion12 ofthe plate11?Atthis pointthe 
spring24wilurgethe latch15and pin21to move up 
wardyalongthe slot22andtake up on the keepersur face14andholdthehoodclosed,regardlessofhowtightly 
the hoodmay be closed,thetendency beingto maintain 
and urge the hood,into a closed position ataltimes, 
Whenthe hood1atchisinthe position shownin Figure1 
thepin21isinan extreme upperpositionintheslot22 
andthe latchmaybetaken upnofurther? 
Sincethe1atch15isheldfrompivotalmovementabout 

the axis of the pin21 bythe dogginglever29,any pul 
on the hood plate10ina direction to tend to open the 
hood wilexerta force on the latch 15in a clockwise 
direction?butsinceitisheldagainstsuch movement by 
the pin 33and dogging1ever29,the hood wil be fuly 
locked untithe doggingarm 32isreleased? Asafetycatch36isprovidedtopreventthehoodfrom 
fying openifthemain1atch15shouldaccidentaHybe released,Thesafetycatch36ishereinshownasextend 
ingupwardyalongthe outerface ofthe guide20of the 
casing18 beyond the upper end thereof and as being 
pivotalymounted on the plate?23,on a?pivotpin 37, securedtosaidplateandextendinginwardythereofand 
spacedslightlyto theright of the_guide20?Thesafety 
1atch 36 hasa downwardy opening hooked upper end 
portion 39 adapted to comeinto engagement with the 
fange13and plate10topositively holdthe hoodfrom 
opening,shouldthe latch15bereleased,anduntilrelease ofthesafetycatch36,whichmustbe byapositive opera… 
tion?Release of the satety catchis usualy efected by 
stickingthe fingersin thespace betweenplates16and10 
andreleasingthe catch with the fngers. 
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Atorsion spring 41 is shown asencirclingthe inner 
endportion ofthepivotpin37ontheoutside ofthe Safety 
catch36?Oneendofsaidtorsion springabutsthe under 
side ofaninwardy extendingfange 42 of the casing?8. 
The otherend ofsaidtorsion springextends within the 
Safety catch 36and abutsan ofset portion 43 thereof, 
andmaintainssaidsafetycatchinthe Safetycatchposition 
shownin Figure untilreleased by a positive operation? 
The safety catch 36isshown ashavingaleverarm 45 
extendingfrom the pivotpin37towardtherighthand 
end oftheplate23. Theleverarm45Servesasarelease 
1evertopositivelymove the safetycatch36to a released 
position,as wilhereinafter more clearlyappearas this 
specification proceeds? 

Referring now to the dogging means for the dogging 
lever29andthemeansforraisingthe hoodandreleasing 
the Safety catch 36after release of Saiddogginglever, 
arod46ismountedforslidable movement with respect tothepjate23andextendstherethroughinrelativeyloose 
relationshipwithrespectthereto?Therod45 may haye 
an eye(not shown)on its outer end,which may be 
grasped bythe hand topermitrelease of the hood jatch 
byreachingthroughthegrillandgraspingthe end ofSaid 
rod?It may also be operated from the dashboard by 
reversingthe position ofthelatch casingand operatively 
connectinga cable(notshown)thereto?Theinnerend 
oftherod46isshownin Figure 3as beingturned out 
wardy at substantialy right angles and as extending 
through andas beingpivotaly connected to a depending 
1everarm 47ofareleaselever49,Thereleaselever 49 
ispivotedon the outside of a_plate50 ofthe_casing18 
onapivotpin51?The plate59isshownin Figure2as 
extendingatrightangles with respect tothe plate23 of 
saidcasing,andthepin5?isshownasextendingto both 
sides of saidplate,to aford apivotalmountingforthe 
Teleaselever49onthe plate50on oneside of saidplate? 
and to aforda mountingforatorsion spring52 on the 
otherside of said plate,The torsionspring52 has one 
end portion extendingthrougha hole 53in the plate23? 
andanotherend portion hooked overan upperoutwardly 
Drojectingarm54ofthereleaseleverandurgingsaidleyer 
tomoveina counterclockwise directionintothe position 
shownin Figure2. 
Therod 46hasan enlargedgeneraly cylindrical dog 

gingportion 55 urged bythe spring52into engagement 
withan enlargedgeneraly circular portion 56 of a key 
hole slot57,formed adjacentthe right hand end of the 
doggingarm 32 of the dogging leyer29,and opening 
towardthe ground. Said doggingportion of said rodis 
alsourgedinto engagement with asimiaraperture(not 
shown)intheplate23anda boss58,extendinginwardy 
from said plate,to positively ockthe dogginglever29 
ina dogging positionand holdthe latch15inalatching 
Position? 

Tension on therod46ina direction to disengagethe 
doggingportion 55thereoffrom thekeyholeslot57wil 
pivotthe release 1ever 49 in a clockwise direction into 
engagementwiththe bottom ofthe plate10.,Atthistime 
the doggingportion 55wilbe disengagedfrom the key 
hole slot57,alowingthe dogging1ever29topivotina 
counterclockwise directionaboutthe axis ofthe pin 30, 
Thiswilrelease the latch 15for unjatching movement 
andalow openingofthe hood,The doggingportion 55 
oftherod46hasan outershouldered portion59adapted 
to abutthe outerside ofthe dogging1ever29and limit 
movementof Saidrodinwardy ofsaid dogginglever? 
Thearm 54 oftherelease lever49isshownasextend 

inginageneraly horizontaldirection,whenthedogging 
1ever29 is lockedin a dogging position and as being 
movable into engagement with the bottom ofthe plate 
11ofthe hood ?9,and aspivotingthe hood upwardy 
toward thesafetycatch,asthe doggingportion55 ofthe 
Tod46isreleasedfromthe dogginglever29. 
The release lever 49 also hasa recessed portion 69 

beneath theleverarm54and havingan engagingportion 
6? underiyingtheend ofthe iever45and cominginto 
engagement with the undersurface thereof,to pivotthe 
ieverandthesafetycatch36inacounterclockwisedirec 
tionagainstthe spring4?,to release said safety catch, 
foropeningofthehood,asitispositivelymovedupwardy 
bythe 1everarm 54 oftherelease lever49,Assoonas 
the rod46isreleased,however,the spring52wireturn 
the doggingportion 55 of said rodinto doggingengage 
1ment with the dogging1ever29,Thisassuresthatthe 
Jatch15wialwaysbeina1atched positionupon release 
ofthe rod46,the spring24urgingthe doggingleyer29 
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to move in a clockwise direction into position to be 
engaged bythe dogging portion of said rod,Italso 
assures thatthe safety catch willalways be in position 
to catch the hood whenpartialy open and the dogging 
rod46isthen released,and preventsaccidental opening 
of the hood,the spring41 constantly urging the Safety 
catch 36into a safety catch position when the releaSc 
1ever49 movesawayfrom the lever45. Whereitmay 
be desired to operate the release from the dashboard,a 
catchmay be provided on the dashboardto holdtherod 
46andrelease1ever49in alatch release position until 
positivey released by hand? 

in operation oftherelease whenthe hoodisclosedthe 
rod46 maybeoperatedtodisengagethe doggingportion 
55from the keyhole slot57toreleasethe dogging1ever 
29 and alow the latch 15to move into an unlatching 
positionasaforceisexertedon saidlatch bymovement 
oftheplate?Gand keeper14 upwardyalongsaid1atch… 
Asthe dogginglever29and latch15are released,the 
upperengagingsurface oftheleverarm 54ofthereiease 
49 wil comeinto engagementwith the underside of the 
plate19and positivelyliftthe hood upon furtherpivotal 
movement of the release 49 efected by the rod 46, Duringliftingmovementofthe hoodtheengagingportion 
6? of the safety catch release lever 49 will come into 
engagement with the underside of the release lever,45 
and pivotthesafetycatch 36against the spring41 into 
position toalowthe hood to passtherebywhen grasped 
bythe handin the space between the plates?6and10. 
Upon release oftherod46,thespring52wilreturn the 
safety catch releaseto the inoperative position shownin 
Figure2,This wil bringthe enlarged doggingportion 
55 oftherod46into engagement with the enlarged por 
tion56ofthe keyholesiot57and holdthe dogginglever 
29from movement,andthe1atch27inalatchingposition? 
Itwibeseenfrom theforegoingthatthesafetydevice 

of the presentinvention afordsa simplifed means for 
releasingthelatchtomoveinan unlatchingdirectionand 
alsopositively lifts the hood toaposition whereitmay 
readiyopen bygraspingbythe hand,it beingunderstood 
thatatthe end of the lifting operation,thesafety catch 
36isalsoreleased? 
?tmayfurther beseen thatthe latchandlatchrelease 

of myinvention eliminatesthe use of the Strongsprings 
heretofore necessarytoinitialy lift the hoodso thatit 
may be opened by hand,and thatassoon asthe rod46 
isreleased,the spring52 wilreturn the doggingrod46 
into a doggingpositioninto engagementwith the dogging 
1ever29,it being understood that the latch is returned 
to a atchingposition by the spring24 which yieldably 
urgesthe latchinto suchapositionataltimes? 

It wilbe understood that modificationsand variations 
maybeefectedinthisinvention without departingfrom 
thescopeofthenovelconceptsofthepresentinvention? 
Iclaimasmyinvention: 
1.A hood latch release for association with a hood 

body and a swingable hood havinga latch mounted on 
the hood bodyforengagementwith the swingable hood, 
a dogging lever having slidable engagement with the 
latchand doggingthe latchina latchingposition anda 
Safety catch separate from said latch,the improvements 
comprisingapivotedsafetycatch releaseleverhavingone 
armunderiyingthe hood forinitialy raising the hood 
upon pivotalmovementofsaidrelease1ever,andanother 
arm engageable with Said safety catch to release Said 
safety catch on the hood releasing operation,a recti 
inearly movable release rod operatively connected with 
saidpivotedsafetycatchreleaseleverandhavinganinter 
mediate dogging portion and spring means urging said 
dogging portion into doggingengagement with said dog 
ginglever,said doggingportion being So Spaced with 
respect to said one.arm,on said pivoted safety catch 
release1ever underlyingthe hood,thatoperation ofsaid 
rod wilfrstmovesaid doggingportion of Said rod out 
of doggingengagement with said dogging1everand wil 
then pivotsaidsafety catch releaselevertoinitialy open 
the hoodand movesaidSafety catch out of Safety catch 
position, 

2,?nalatchforassociation withaclosure memberand 
a cooperatingmember,a1atch plate on one ofthemem 
bersand havinga latch slidablyand pivotalymounted 
thereon and moved with respect thereto into latching 
engagementwith theotherofthemembers,a1atchingdog 
pivotalymountedonsaid1atch plateand havingsidable 
engagement with said latch,a safety catch pivotaly 
mounted on Said latch plate for engagement with the 
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otherofsaid membersand holdingsaid closuremember 
from openingmovement,and manuaiyoperable Telease 
meansforsaid safety catch and latchincludinga latch 
release member having doggingengagement with Said 
1atchingdog,a pivoted Safety catch releaselever engage 
able with Said?Safety catch,an operative connection betweensaidlatchreleasememberandsafetycatchlever, 
topivotsaidsafetycatchlevertorelease Said Safety catch 
bymovementofsaidlatchreleasememberoutof dogging 
engagement with_said latchiggdog? 
3.Tn alatch for association with a closure member 

and a cooperating member,a1atch plate mounted on 
one of said members and havinga latch slidably and pivotalymountedthereonforengagementwiththe othey ofsaidmembers,a1atchingdogpivotallymountedonsaid 
1atch plate and havingslidable controlingengageme? 
withsaid1atch,asafety catch pivotalymounted on Said iatchplateforengagementwithlheotherofsaidmembers 
and holding said closure member from openigg move 
ment,andmanualy operablemeansfor Said Safety Catch 
and1atchincludingamovable latch release_memberhay? 
ingengagementwith Said latchiggdog_and holdingSad 
1atchingdogina doggingposition with respecttg Sad 
1atch,apivotedsafetycatchrelease lever.connegted with 
and opefated bysaid latch release member,Said Safety 
catch release lever havingan engagingend portion Op 
erable to engage the other of Said members.and move 
saidmembersapartupon movementofSaidreleasemem 
berinan unlatchingdirection,and Spring meansreturn 
ingsaidsafetycatcf_releaselevertoan?operative p9si tionandmovingsaid1atchrelease memberinto dogging 
engagementwith Saidlatchingdog… 
?.Tna1atch forassociation with a closure member 

anda cooperating member?a latch plate ?gunted o? 
one of said membersand having a latch slidably and pivotalymountedthereonandmovedw?hrespectthereto 
?orengagement with?the_other of Said members Upon 
closing movement ofsaid closure member,a_latchjng 
dogpivotalymountedon said latch plae and having 
siáa6le engagementwith Saidlatch:a Safety catch py otalymountedon said1atch platefo?engage?entwith 
the 6therofsaidmembers,and?anualyoge?blereease 
meansforsaid safety catchandlatchi?c?udnga.Ja?h 
releasemembermounted on Saidlatch plateforsidable 
movementwithrespecttheretoina direction normato 
theplane ofsaidlatch plateand hayingani?medate áogängportion_haviggengagenent w?h SaidJatchi? dog?höldingsaid1atchingdogin gosion to $og.said 
1aöhina1atching position,apivotedsafetycatch release 
iever,andan operative connection_betweensaid latg?? releasememberandsaidsafetycatchreleaseleyer,S? 
Safetycatchreleaseleyerhavingonearmengagsable with ?eofherofsaidmembersandmovingSaidmembersapart 
uponrelease.9?sad1atchrelease?emberfro?engage… ?entwithsaid1atchingdog,andsaidsafetycatc?release Everalsohavingagothe?armspacedfro? Sad?rsta? andengageablewith Said Safetycatch?and.reeasingSaid Safetyatchuponfurther?ovenentofsaidreleasemem 
berafterreleasefrom said latchingdog 
5,nahood1atch forassociation with a hood body 

anáa?swingable hood,a1atch casingmounted on.the 
?66d body?cludingtwoplates,one of which.extendsa? rightangeswith respecttothe other,a 1atch.mouqted Gone6fsaidplates?ormovementabout8.siding pivot andextendingupwardytherefroQintoposiqonto?gage ?éhood,adoggingleverpivotalymountedon$d9° 
plateand haviggsidable,engagement w?h said ktch ?d6ggingsaid1atchinto atchingpositio°,a Sa?ty öchp?otaiymountedon Said9ngplateand e?endng 
upwardytherefrom,a springyieldaby?rging Said Safety 
ótchinto positiontoengage Said hood ?on resass of šaöh,a1atchreleasememberguidedinsad plate 
??reüearmovementwithrespect.the?o, a?d having 
äemargeddoggingpor?oneng3gsablew?h saiddogging ???releasab?bgldingsaddogg?glever?aP9? ?ontodogsaid1atchinalatching?osition, andasafety 
??rgé?se everpivotalymoünted9n thö9thGr of 
saidplatesandoperativey connected wi?said ?t? re? 
jeasememberandmoyedtherebyint°postiont? initialy 
?h66áandthenrelease Saidsa?ety.ktch upon 
movementof Said ? memberoutof holdingengage 

ntwithsaid dogginglever… 
* In a hood ? ? associatignwithahood bgdy anfaverücaiymovable_hgod,alatchcasing mou?ed 
ößhehoodbodyandindgdingtw9 plates,one ofwhich 
?ödsafghtangleswithrespecttothe other,a latch 
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6 
nounted on one of said plates for movementabouta 
slidingpivotand extending upwardy therefrom,a dog 
ginglever pivotalymounted on saidone plate and hav 
ingslidableengagement with Saidiatchand doggingsaid 
latch in a latching position,a Safety catch pivotaly 
mounted on Said one plate and extending upwardly 
therefrom into position to engage said hood,arelease 
memberguidedin Said one plate forrectilinear move 
ment with respect theretoin a direction normalto the 
plane of Said plate and havinga doggingportion mov 
ableintoengagement with Said doggingleverand holding 
said doggingleverina doggingposition,a Safety catch 
release lever pivotaly moutned on the other of said 
plates,an operative connection between said release 
memberand said Safety catchreleaselevertopivotsaid 
safety catch release leverin a direction to release said 
Safety catch upon release movement of said release 
member,said safety catch release lever havinga lever 
arm underlyingthe hood and moving Said hood in an 
opening direction upon release of said release member 
from doggingengagement with Said dogginglever,and 
havinganotherarm underlyinga projecting portion of 
said safety catch and moving Said Safety catch to a 
release positionas Said dogging portion of Saidrelease 
memberismoved out of doggingengagement with Said 
doggingleverand the hoodis positively raised by Said 
safety catch release lever, - 
7,In a hood latch forassociation with a hood body 

and a swingable hood,a latch casing mounted on the 
hood body and includingtwo plates,one of which ex 
tends atright angles with respect to the other,a latch 
mounted on one of Said plates for movementabouta 
slidingpivot,a dogginglever pivotaly mounted onsaid 
one plate and havingslidable engagementwith saidlatch 
and dogging said latch in a latching position,a Safety 
catchpivotallymountedonsaid_one plate and extending 
upwardy therefrom,a latch release member guided in said plateforrectilinearmovementwith respectthereto 
ina direction normalto the planethereof and having 
anintermediate portionnormaly havingengagementwith 
said doggingleverand holding Said doggingleverina 
dogging position,a Safety catch release lever pivotaly 
mountedon the other of said plates,an operative con 
nection between Said latch release member and said 
Safety catch release lever to pivotsaid Safety catch re 
lease leverin a direction to release said safety catch 
upon release movement of said release member,said 
safety catch release lever havinganarm underlyingsaid 
hoodand spaced therebeneath and engageable therewith 
to move said hoodin an openingdirection upon move 
mentofsaidlatchrelease memberout of doggingengage 
ment with said dogginglever,and said safety catch re 
1ease leveralso havinganengagingarm portionspaced 
beneath said arm underlyingthe hood and underlying 
saidsafetycatch formovingsaid safetycatchina direc 
tion toreleasesaid safety catch from the hoodupon the 
initial upward movement of the hood, 
8,In a hood latch forassociation with a hood body 

and a swingable hood,a latch casing mounted on the 
hood body including two plates,one of which extends 
atrightangle with respect to the other,alatch mounted 
on one of said plates for movementaboutthe siding 
pivot,a_doggingleyer pivotaly mounted og Said one 
plateand havingslidableengagementwith said1atchand 
doggingsaid latch ina latching position,asafety catch 
pivotally mounted on Said one plate and extending up 
wardytherefrom?areleaserodguidedin saidone plate 
forgeneraly rectilinear movement with respect thereto 
ina plane normaltothe plane ofsaid plateand having 
an intermediate portion movable into position to have 
engagement with said.dogging,1ever and holdingsaid 
doggingleverina doggingposition,asafety catchrelease 
lever pivotally mounted on theother of said plates,a 
Divotal connection between.said?release,rod,and said 
Safety catch release lever,Said safety catch release lever 
having an arm underlying the hood and moving said 
hoodin an opening direction upon release ofsaidinter 
mediate portion of Said rod from dogging engagement 
with said dogginglever,and havinganotherarmunder 
1ying said safety catch and movingsaid safety catch in 
a direction to release the hood upon initial movement 
of the hood? - 
9,In a hood1atch forassociation with a hood body 

and a swingable hood,a latch casing mounted on the 
hood body includingtwo plates,one of which extends 
atrightangleswithrespecttothe other,a1atch mounted 
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onone?fsaidplatesformovementaboutaslidingpivot, 
a dogginglever pivotaly mounted on Said plate and 
havingslidable engagement with Said1atch and dogging 
Saidlatchinalatchingposition,a Safety catch pivotaly 
mountedon saidone plateandextendingupwardythere 
from,arelease rod guidedin said one plate for recti 
linearmovementwithrespecttheretoin the plane normal 
to the plane of said plate and having an.intermediate 
enlarged doggingportion movable into position to have 
engagement with Said dogging lever and holding Said 
doggingleverin adogging position,a Safety catch re 
leaseleverpivotedon the other of said plates,apivotal 
connection between Said release member and Said Safety 
catchreleaselever,Said Safety catch releaselever having 
one lever arm underlying the hood,Said Safety catch 
havingan arm extendingfrom the pivotalaxis thereof 
and underlying Said lever arm,and Said Safety catch 
release lever havingan engagingarm portion underlying 
saidarm extending from Said Safety catch and coming 
intoengagementtherewith upona predetermined pivotak 
movement of said safety catch release lever,and Spring 
neans returningsaid dogging portion of Said rod into 
doggingengagementwith Said doggingleverupon TeleaSe 
of Said rod, 
10,ina hoodlatch forassociation with a hood body 

andaswingabjehood,alatch casingmountedonthe hood 
bodyincludingtwo plates,one of which extendsatright 
angleswith respectto the other,a1atch mounted on one 
of said plates for movement about a,sliding pivot,a 
doggingleverpivotally mounted on Said one plate and 
havingslidable engagement with said1atchand dogging 
said latch in latching position,a Safety catch pivotally 
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8 
mountedonsaidone plateandextendingupwardythere 
from,and havingareleasearm eXtendingtothe o ? 

ereOI? 
a springengageable with Said Safety catch and biasing 
said Safety catch into a Safety catch position,a Safety 
catch release lever pivoted on the other of Said plates, 
a release rod guided in Said one plate for rectilinear 
rnovement with respect thereto and havingan interme 
diate enlarged dogging portion normaly positioned to 
have engagement with Said dogginglever and holding 
Said dogginglever ina dogging position andalso having 
operative connection with said safety catch releaselever, 
a spring connected with said safety catch release lever 
andurgingsaid rodinto doggingengagement with Said 
dogginglever,Said Safety catch release lever havingan 
arm underlyingthe hoodand overlyingsaid release arm 
of saidsafety catch,andalso havinga Spaced engaging 
arm portion cominginto engagement with Said release 
arm upon movement of Saidintermediate enlarged dog 
gingportion of Saidrodoutof doggingengagementwith 
said dogginglever and the initialvertical movement of 
said hoodefected by movement of said arm of said 
Safety catch release underlyingthe hood? 
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