Allg. 21‘, 1945, . , W. O. BROWN 2,383;367‘
o DISPENSING DEVICE
| Filed July 26, 1943

2
' ’
i 1
T
_—_ﬂ.:::"'[
o
=1
nood
i 1!
_—::F_...-ql
0
=' i—_—..—."‘_—:_‘: '
L | |
. 41_;_.-_ '[..—_J' “
gt
IL ;l
e = b =
'ff W8
L B
R
Iy i
NI R S A
) i
| 1
| 1
e~ .
- R &

Juventor

= %&9&7 =g %ﬁ:«%

Qttorney




“Patented Aug. 21, 1945.

2,383,367

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE
‘ 2,383,367
DISPENSING DEVICE
Walter O. Brown, Detroit, Mich.
Application July 26, 1943, Serial No. 496,243
2 Claims.  (CI 206-—42)

This invention relates to devices for dispensing

pills, tablets, capsules or other elements, the ob-

Ject being to provide a container of a form hav-
ing cells to receive a number of the elements from
which they may be dispensed one or more than
one at a time as may be desired,

One of the features of the present invention is
to provide a container having a series of cells for
the articles to be dispensed and may be small in
size containing a few cells for the articles to be
dispensed or it may be of g size having cells to
contain a considerable numpber of articles. What-
ever the size of the container may be however,
the structural arrangement of the barts is such
that by moving the cover in respect to a con-
tainer having a slot in one face thereof, one may
be moved relative to the other by means of the
thumb and fingers of one hand ard thus project
an end of the container from the end of the cover.
With the terminal edge of the cover extending
at an angle to a transverse row of cells contain-
ing pills or tablets, movement of the cover in

respect to the container enables the operator to,
€xXpose one or more tablets of a transverse row

and by turning the container and cover with the
exposed cell or cells facing in a downward direc-,
tion the pill in the exposed cell or cells will be
discharged by gravity.

A dispensing device embodying my invention
may be made of any desired size but in any case
the cover member and the container are relatively
slidable between the thumb and fingers of one
hand of the user, the container being movable
relative to the cover or the cover relative to the
container,

In either case the transverse row of cells in the
container are at such angle to an edge of the
cover that one or more than one article of g
transverse row may be exposed ab a time to permit
dispensing of the articles contained therein. The
number: of exposed articles may be determined
by the relative position of the cover and the con-
tainer as js hereinafter more fully described..

Various forms in which a structure embodying
my invention may be made are shown in the
accompanying drawing in which—

Fig. 1 is a plan view showing one form of con-
tainer and cover member.

Fig. 2 is a cross section taken on line g—a of

Fig. 1.
In the form shown in Fig. 1 the cover member
I is of rectangular form open at each end to re-
ceive the container 2. The cover member has
- similar tabs 3 and 4 at each end forming an ex-
tension of the side edges of the cover member |
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each being foldable inwardly over the end of the
container. There is also provided at each end of
the cover an extension 5 having an end portion
6. The terminal edge 1 of the portion 6 is turn-
able to within the end of the cover member and
is formed on g straight line at an angle other
than a right angle to the end of the container
slidable in the cover. The cover has a slot 8 in
the side opposite the side to which the extensions
5 are connected through which the bottom of
the container is exposed and thus by placing the
thumb on one face of the cover and the fin-
gers of the same hand contacting the portion of

_the container exposed in the slot, the container

may be moved outwardly from one end or the
other and thus expose a portion of the open side
of the container. ]

The container 2 as shown in Fig. 1 is pro-
vided with a series of cells formed of crossed
strips arranged at a right angle to the end and
the side walls and thus forming rectangular cells,
When the container is projected, the extension
5 having the angular terminal edge T overlies the
open side of the cells. As shown in Fig. 1 only
one cell is uncovered to permit dispensing of the
pill or other article therein. Obviously the con~
tainer may be projected as indicated by dotted
line g to expose all the cells of a row 4o thus per-
mit the dispensing of articles from all the -cells
of the row.

It is to be understood that preferably each end
of the cover member is of the same form that is,
it has a foldable flap end with a terminal edge
at an angle to a transverse row of cells. Ob-
viously if more than a single row of tablets is to
be dispensed the container is moved to the ex-

. tent to expose the desired number of cells and
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articles therein.

The device as herein disclosed is simple and in-
expensive in character and as hereinbefore de-
scribed is readily operable by the fingers and
thumb of one hand of the user to dispense one or
more than one tablet as may be desired. Hav-
ing thus briefly described my invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent of
the United States is:

1. A device ‘for dispensing pills, tablets,
capsules or other elements comprising a contain-
er having cells opening through one face thereof
and arranged in parallel rows both longitudinally
and transversely thereof, an open ended cover
member in which the container is slidable, the
cover member having a foldable end portion ex-
tending from one side thereof and having an end
edge at such angle to g transverse row of cells




2

that, by relatively moving the container and
cover, the cover may be positioned with the said
angular edge exposing a desired number of cells
of a transverse row whereby the elements con-
tained in the exposed cell or cells may be dis-
charged by gravity by turning the device to posi-
tion the open end of the cells downwardly.

2. A device for dispensing pills, tablets,
capsules or other elements comprising a con-
tainer having cells open through one face there-
of and arranged in parallel rows both longitu-
dinally and transversely thereof, an open ended
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cover member in which the container is slid-
able, the cover member having foldable end flaps
at each end the terminal edge of which is at such
angle to a transverse row of cells that, by mov-
ing the container relative to the cover, the cover
may be positioned with the said angular edge of
the flap exposing a desired number of cells of a
transverse row to thereby permit the exposed ele-
ment or elements to be discharged by gravity
through turning of the device with the cells fac-
ing downwardly.
WALTER O, BROWN.



