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57 ABSTRACT 
A cryostat microtome apparatus comprises a cooling 
enclosure which can be set to a predetermined internal 
temperature and a microtome disposed in the enclosure. 
The enclosure is supported on a support assembly 
which is vertically adjustable to permit stepless adjust 
ment of the height of the enclosure, for adaptation to 
operator requirements. A mechanical actuating assem 
bly and/or a gas spring assembly is provided for height 
adjustment of the apparatus. 

9 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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CRYOSTAT MICROTOME APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to a cryostat 
microtome. 
A cryostat microtome comprises for example a ther 

mally insulated cooling chamber which can be set to a 
predetermined low temperature by means of a refrigera 
tion unit and which is carried on a support assembly. 
Disposed in the cooling chamber or enclosure is the 
microtome apparatus itself. Such arrangements suffer 
from little or no formation of frozen fog or rime therein, 
when dealing with objects requiring to be processed by 
the microtome. 

In such microtomes, the cooling enclosure with the 
microtome integrated therein is supported on a support 
assembly at a height which permits the arrangement to 
be operated by an operator either in a sitting position or 
in a standing position. However, microtomes are pieces 
of precision equipment for making very thin sections (1 
to 15um) from hard or frozen tissues and they are often 
used in particular for making thin sections which are 
referred to as series sections, that is to say, a series of 
sections taken from the tissue in question, without gaps 
or intervals between the sections produced. It will be 
appreciated that operating such microtomes requires a 
high level of attention and concentration, so that it is 
important for the microtome to be in the best possible 
position relative to the operator. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the invention is to provide a cryostat 
microtome apparatus such that operation of the micro 
tome is facilitated from the point of view of the opera 
tor. 

Another object is to provide such a microtome which 
permits the operator to be in the best possible position 
relative to the microtome. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a cryo 

stat microtome apparatus which can be used by an oper 
ator in a sitting or in a standing position. 
Yet another object is to provide a cryostat microtome 

apparatus which can be readily adapted to the differing 
requirements of different operators. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

cryostat microtome which provides for stepless adjust 
ment to the varying sizes of operators. 
Yet a further object of the invention is to provide an 

adjustable cryostat microtome apparatus in which 
heightwise adjustment of the microtome to adapt it to 
operator requirements is effected in a uniform manner 
such that the microtome remains level throughout its 
adjusted positions. 

Still another object of the present invention is to 
provide a cryostat microtome which is capable offinely 
controllable adjustment of the microtome positioning 
for adaptation to operator requirement. 
These and other objects are achieved in a cryostat 

microtome apparatus comprising a cooling or refriger 
ating chamber which can be set to a predetermined low 
temperature by a refrigeration unit, and a microtome 
within the chamber. The chamber with microtome 
therein is carried adjustably in respect of height on a 
support assembly, preferably steplessly. 

It will be seen therefore that the apparatus according 
to the principles of the present invention can be readily 
and preferably steplessly adjusted to the height of the 
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2 
operator, whether in a sitting position or in a standing 
position, in order to give optimum working conditions 
for operation of the microtome. If desired, the height of 
the microtome can be adjusted to finely adapt it to the 
height of the respective operator, while the operator is 
actually in the process of using the microtome in the 
cooling chamber. 
As indicated, in an advantageous embodiment of the 

invention, the cooling chamber with microtome therein 
is preferably steplessly adjustable in height relative to 
the surface on which the apparatus stands. Various 
operating assemblies may be employed in order to pro 
vide for the height adjustability of the apparatus, as will 
become apparent hereinafter. 

In one aspect of the invention, the support assembly 
comprises a base frame for mounting the microtome 
apparatus on a suitable support surface, and a support 
frame structure which is connected at its lower end to 
the base frame of the apparatus and at its upper end to 
the cooling chamber enclosure, the support structure 
comprising mutually relatively movable components 
thereby to permit adjustment in height of the apparatus. 
The base frame structure may comprise a right-an 

gled quadralateral structure, that is to say, a square 
structure or a rectangular structure. The top surface 
thereof is disposed at a spacing from the bottom support 
surface, thereby to form at least one hollow space or 
chamber which is preferably enclosed by side walls 
extending downwardly from the top surface of the base 
structure. Drive and actuating means for heightwise 
adjustment of the apparatus can thus be accommodated 
in the above-mentioned hollow space in the frame struc 
ture. The frame structure may be formed for example 
from four hollow shaped members, such as round or 
square or rectangular elements, with the hollow spaces 
or cavities therein being in communication with each 
other, better to accommodate the drive and actuating 
eaS. 

For the purposes of supporting the cooling enclosure, 
the base structure preferably comprises four perpendic 
ular supports such as columns or pillars which are dis 
posed generally at the corners of the square or rectan 
gular configuration defined by the base structure. The 
pillars or columns reciprocally mount guide support 
members which are joined to the cooling enclosure. 
The pillars or columns and the members movable 
thereon therefore serve as a guide arrangement in the 
upward and downward movement of the cooling enclo 
sure, and can also serve as a drive means for producing 
the movement of the cooling chamber. 

In an embodiment of the invention, in which the 
columns or pillars also serve as the above-mentioned 
drive means for producing the upward and downward 
movement of the cooling enclosure, at least two of the 
pillars or columns are in the form of screwthreaded 
spindles which are then engaged by two screwthreaded 
sleeves secured to the cooling enclosure. The other two 
pillars or columns then serve only to provide a guide 
action. In order to provide sufficient freedom of move 
ment for the cooling enclosure, the screwthreaded 
sleeves are disposed at a sufficient spacing from the 
underneath bottom surface of the cooling enclosure so 
that even in the lowest position thereof, the bottom 
surface thereof cannot come to bear against the upper 
ends of the screwthreaded spindles on the base struc 
ture. Drive wheels are secured to the lower ends of the 
screwthreaded spindles, for rotary drive thereof. For 
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reasons of safety, and in regard to the appearance of the 
microtome, the drive wheels are preferably disposed 
within the base structure. 
The base structure preferably also carries a drive 

source which is reversible in its direction of rotation, for 5 
example a motor, hand crank or the like, the output 
shaft of which is drivingly connected to the drive 
wheels on the actuating spindles. 
Although it may be considered sufficient for the ar 

rangement to have just two screwthreaded spindles, as 10 
described above, for producing the upward and down 
ward movements of the apparatus, in which case the 
spindles are preferably arranged at two opposite sides of 
the cooling enclosure or base structure, in order to 
ensure that the cooling enclosure moves uniformly 15 
without the danger of assuming an inclined position, it is 
preferable for all four support pillars or columns to be in 
the form of screwthreaded spindles. Such spindles en 
gage into screwthreaded sleeves which are disposed at 
a spacing from the bottom surface of the cooling enclo- 20 
sure, and are provided with drive wheels for suitable 
actuation thereof. A transmission member which is 
connected to the output shaft of the drive source and 
which may be for example a V-belt, cable or the like, 
can then be passed around the drive wheels which are 25 
mounted on the lower ends of the screwthreaded spin 
dles, transversely with respect to the longitudinal cen 
treline of each thereof. Preferably however, the drive 
wheels on the screwthreaded spindles and the drive 
wheel on the output shaft of the drive source are in the 30 
form of chain wheels which are engaged by an endless 
chain extending around all the chain wheels. Such a 
drive configuration ensures that the drive forces are 
transmitted without play or slip, and thus ensures finely 
controllable heightwise adjustment of the apparatus. 35 

In another embodiment of the present invention, at 
least two support pillars or columns, which are disposed 
at opposite sides of the base structure, are provided on 
their outside surfaces with respective toothed rack con 
figurations extending parallel to the longitudinal centre- 40 
line of the respective support column or pillar. The 
toothed rack configurations are engaged by gears 
which are mounted on axes which extend transversely 
with respect to the longitudinal centreline of the respec 
tive support pillars or columns, the axes being carried 45 
by the cooling enclosure at a spacing from the bottom 
Surface thereof. The gears which engage the toothed 
rack configurations are driven in rotation by a revers 
ible drive means, whereby the cooling enclosure, being 
guided in a suitable manner on the support pillars or 50 
columns, can be moved up and down to adjust the 
height of the apparatus. It is preferable also in that case 
for all four support pillars or columns to be provided 
with toothed rack configurations which are then also 
engaged by four gears, in order to ensure uniform recti- 55 
linear movement of the cooling enclosure with the mi 
crotome therein. 
The drive source with its reversible direction of drive 

rotation and which once again can be formed by a mo 
tor, a crank or the like, is coupled by way of transmis- 60 
sion members to the two or four gears referred to 
above. If the arrangement has four such gears, there 
being one gear associated with each of the four support 
pillars, each pair of gears which are disposed on the 
same side of the base structure are interconnected by a 65 
drive chain, while two such gears which are disposed 
on opposite sides of the base frame are connected by a 
shaft. When the arrangement has only two gears, at 

4. 
opposite sides of the base structure, those two gears are 
connected simply by means of the shaft, and the chain 
drive connection is omitted as there are no gears to be 
connected by the chains. 
The four gears, the drive source and the above-men 

tioned transmission members may be carried on a frame 
assembly which is connected to sleeve members which 
engage over the support pillars or columns on the base 
structure, and which are secured to the cooling enclo 
sure coaxially with respect to the support pillars or 
columns. The frame assembly is preferably of a com 
pletely or substantially closed configuration in order to 
exclude the possibility of the operator being put at risk 
of injury by the moving drive members, in order to 
enhance the appearance of the microtome and in order 
to prevent active fouling of the drive, for example by 
lubricants, as well as passive fouling, for example due to 
the ingress of foreign bodies. 
Another preferred embodiment of the construction 

for producing the infinitely variable adjustment of the 
height of the microtome apparatus comprises the provi 
sion of a respective gas pressure spring on opposite sides 
of the microtome apparatus, between the base structure 
and the bottom surface of the cooling enclosure. The 
force exerted by the gas springs, which will preferably 
be arranged at least substantially vertically, is about 50 
to 100N greater than the mass of the cooling enclosure, 
which is to be moved. 
Such a spring arrangement may also be used in the 

abovedescribed constructions, one comprising the drive 
wheels on the lower ends of the screwthreaded spindles 
and the other comprising the assembly of toothed rack 
configurations and gear wheels engaging therewith. 
When using such a combination of spring and drive 
means, the drive means may then be of a less robust 
construction and the actuating force required on the 
part of the operator for the purposes of adjusting the 
height of the apparatus may be less, in consideration of 
the force applied by the spring arrangement. The force 
of the spring arrangement in such a combination may be 
less than the force of the spring arrangement when used 
alone. 

It may be advantageous for the apparatus to include a 
detent or retaining means for securing the cooling en 
closure with microtome therein at the desired height, 
particularly when the apparatus has the gas springs for 
producing heightwise adjustment. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Further features and advantages of the apparatus 
according to the present invention will be apparent 
from the following description of preferred embodi 
ments, with reference to the accompanying drawings in 
which: 
FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view in cross-section of the 

basic construction of a cryostat microtome, showing the 
cooling enclosure or chamber which accommodates the 
microtome and which in turn is vertically adjustably 
carried on a support assembly, 

FIG. 2 shows a side view of the apparatus at a height 
setting for operation by a person in a sitting position, 

FIG. 3 shows a view similar to that shown in FIG. 2, 
but with the apparatus set at a height for operation by a 
person in a standing position, 

FIG. 4 shows a plan view of the base frame structure 
of the apparatus, shown with the top removed to illus 
trate the interior thereof, 
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FIG. 5 shows a partly sectional view taken along line 
V-V in FIG. 4, 
FIG. 6 shows a plan view partly in section taken 

along line VI-VI in FIG. 7, and 
FIG. 7 shows a partly sectional view of the appara 

tus, viewing in the direction indicated by arrow A in 
FIG. 6. 1de 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODEMENTS 

Referring firstly to FIG. 1, a cryostat microtome 
apparatus 1 generally comprises a cooling or refrigera 
tion chamber or enclosure 2 which is of a desk-like 
configuration and which is vertically adjustably carried 
on a support assembly, to be described hereinafter. As is 
conventional practice in cryostat microtome appara 
tuses, the walls defining the cooling chamber have good 
thermal insulation to minimise heat losses to the exterior 
of the apparatus. Disposed in the interior 3 of the enclo 
sure 2 and mounted on a rear wall 4 thereof is a refriger 
ation unit 5 which however is only shown in diagram 
matic form. Operation of the refrigeration unit 5 adjusts 
the interior of the enclosure 2 to a predetermined low 
temperature, and then maintains it substantially con 
stant at the set temperature. Also disposed in the inte 
rior of the enclosure 2 is a microtome 7 which, in the 
embodiment illustrated, is mounted on a front wall 6 of 
the enclosure, being the wall opposite to the wall 4 on 
which the refrigeration unit 5 is carried. It will be seen 
that the front wall 6 extends at an inclined angle for 
wardly and upwardly from the bottom of the enclosure 
2. The microtome 7 comprises an object holder 8 and a 
blade carrier 9, which can be inspected by way of a 
viewing opening 10 at the top of the enclosure 2. The 
opening 10 has a removable panel to permit operations 
to be carried out on the holder 8 and the carrier 9. A 
substantially uniform temperature is maintained in the 
chamber 3 in the enclosure 2, by means of the circula 
tion of air which goes downwardly from the refrigera 
tion unit 5 and then in a circuit within the chamber 3 of 
the enclosure 2, around the microtome 7, as indicated 
by the arrows in FIG. 1. 

Reference will now be made to FIG. 2 showing the 
microtome apparatus 1 at the same height setting as in 
FIG. 1, together with an operator sitting on an operator 
chair. In the lower region of the front wall 6 of the 
apparatus 1, the enclosure 2 is provided with a space, 
indicated by a broken line, to receive the legs and knees 
of the operator. The support assembly which vertically 
adjustably carries the enclosure 2 has a surface arrange 
ment as indicated at 11 in FIG. 1 (see also for example 
FIG. 4), on which the operator can rest his or her feet. 
Disposed at a side wall of the enclosure 2 is a rotary 
handle or knob 12, which is only indicated in diagram 
matic form in FIGS. 2 and 3, for actuating the micro 
tome 7. 

FIG. 3 shows the enclosure 2 when it has been moved 
from the lowered position shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, into 
an upwardly displaced position which corresponds to 
the position required for operation by a person in a 
standing position. Heightwise adjustment of the enclo 
sure 2 is effected by a support structure 13 which is only 
shown diagrammatically in FIG. 3. It will be appreci 
ated that the enclosure 2 can be steplessly adjusted to 
any desired height between the positions shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 3 respectively, and even higher positions, 
whereby the apparatus can be suitably adapted to the 
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6 
size of the respective operator and to the respective 
working operations to be performed with the apparatus. 
The support assembly for supporting the enclosure 2 

comprises a base frame structure 14 and the support 
structure 13 which is connected at its lower end to the 
base structure 14 and at its upper end to the underside of 
the bottom of the enclosure 2. The support structure 13 
comprises components which are movable relative to 
each other, for example in a telescopic-like manner, as 
will be described in greater detail hereinafter. 

Referring now also therefore to FIGS. 4 through 7, 
the base structure 14 is in the form of a right-angled 
quadrilateral, being either a square or a rectangle. The 
structure 14 is shown as being of a rectangular configu 
ration in FIGS. 4 through 7. The base structure 14 
preferably has a hollow space or cavity which is en 
closed by a cover panel 16 (see FIG. 5) and side plates 
which extend downwardly therefrom. Alternatively, 
the base structure 14 may have a plurality of such cavi 
ties or spaces which are defined by hollow shaped mem 
bers 15 which are welded together to form the base 
structure, the cover panel 16 in this embodiment also 
closing the base structure 14 in an upward direction. 

Fixedly connected to the base structure 14 are four 
perpendicular support members 17' in the form for ex 
ample of pillars or columns while connected to the 
bottom surface of the enclosure 2 are guide members 18' 
in the form of sleeve-like members. The guide members 
18" are arranged coaxially with respect to the respective 
pillars 17" and are reciprocal therealong. 

In the construction shown in FIG. 5, the perpendicu 
lar supports are in the form of screwthreaded spindles as 
indicated at 17", while the guide members on the enclo 
sure are in the form of screwthreaded sleeves 18'. At 
least two spindles 17" are disposed at mutually opposite 
sides of the base structure 9, but preferably the arrange 
ment has four such spindles 17", there being one such 
spindle at each corner of the square or rectangular con 
figuration of the base structure 14. 
At their lower ends which are disposed within the 

cavities or chambers defined by the hollow shaped 
members 15 of the base structure 14, the spindles 17" are 
provided with respective drive wheels 19 which, in the 
embodiment shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, are in the form of 
chain wheels and rotate the spindles 17. Extending 
around the drive wheels 19 is an endless elongate trans 
mission member in the form of an endless drive chain 20 
which, as can be clearly seen from FIG. 4, extends 
through the spaces within all the hollow shaped mem 
bers 15 of the base structure 14, the spaces in the mem 
bers 15 being interconnected to permit that arrange 
ment. The drive chain 20 is also engaged by a drive 
chain wheel 22 which is driven in rotation by a suitable 
drive source 21. The drive source 21 is shown in FIG. 
5 in the form of a motor, for example an electric motor, 
comprising a drive output shaft on which the chain 
wheel 22 is mounted. The motor 21 is preferably revers 
ible in its direction of rotation. It is also possible to use 
any other drive source for rotating the drive wheel 22, 
in place of the motor, and it is equally possible to use a 
different form of transmission member from the drive 
chain 20 illustrated, for example a belt, cable or the like, 
or other forms of movement transmission arrangements 
for rotating the spindles 19. 

It will be clearly seen from FIGS. 4 and 5 that the 
drive wheels 19 and 22 and the drive chain 20 passing 
therearound are all arranged within the base structure 
14 so that they themselves are protected from external 
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influences, while however also being protected so as 
not to constitute the danger of injury or the like to an 
operator. 
When the drive source 21 is rotated in one direction 

or the other, the spindles 17 are also rotated by way of 
the chain wheel 22, the chain 20 and the chain wheels 
19. By virtue of the spindles 17' being engaged with the 
sleeves 18' which are fixed with respect to the enclosure 
2, the enclosure 2 is adjusted vertically in one direction 
or the other, as shown by the vertical doubleheaded 
arrow in FIG. 5. It will be noted from FIG. 5 that the 
sleeves 18' are mounted to the enclosure 2 in a plate 33 
which is fixedly arranged at a spacing from the bottom 
surface of the enclosure 2, thereby to permit the enclo 
sure 2 to be moved downwardly into its lowermost 
position, without the top ends of the spindles 17" fouling 
the underside of the enclosure. 
The support structure 13 may be clad or enclosed by 

a concertina-like enclosure or a telescopically displace 
able apron arrangement, as indicated in FIG. 3. 

Reference will now be made to FIGS. 6 and 7 show 
ing an embodiment of the apparatus which is generally 
similar to that shown in FIGS. 1 through 5, but with a 
different form of drive transmission for vertical adjust 
ment of the enclosure 2. Thus, referring to FIGS. 6 and 
7, the base structure 14 again comprises a plurality of 
perpendicular supports 17, there being four such sup 
ports 17 in the illustrated construction. At least two of 
the supports 17, which are disposed at opposite sides of 
the base structure 14, but preferably all four supports 
17, are provided on their outside surface with toothed 
rack configurations 24 which extend parallel to the 
longitudinal centreline of the respective support pillars 
17. Gears 24 which are carried by the enclosure 2 at a 
spacing from the bottom surface thereof engage with 
the respective toothed rack configurations 23. The 
gears 24 are driven by a reversible drive source 21 
which is shown here in the form of a hand crank (see 
FIG. 6). The drive force is transmitted from the crank 
21 by way of a gear 25 mounted on the shaft of the 
crank 21 and a chain 26 to a further gear 25. The two 
gears 25 are operatively connected to the gears 24 en 
gaged with the rack configurations 23 on the respective 
supports 17. The gear assembly 24, 25 is connected by a 
shaft 27 which thus extends from one side of the base 
structure 14 to the opposite side thereof, where it con 
nects to a gear 28 which in turn is connected to a further 
gear 28 by means of a drive chain 29. It will be seen 
therefore that, where the arrangement has four support 
pillars 17 each having a rack configuration 23 with an 
associated gear 24, the two gears arranged on each side 
of the base structure 14 are connected by a drive chain 
as indicated at 26 and 28, while two gears disposed on 
opposite sides of the base structure are connected by a 
shaft as at 27. If only two gears at opposite sides of the 
base structure are employed, then the shaft connection 
is sufficient, and the interconnection by means of chains 
can be omitted. 
The four gears 24, chain wheels 25 and 28, chains 26 

and 29 and the shaft 27 are advantageously installed in 
a frame which is connected to the guide members 18 
which are in the form of guide sleeve members. The 
guide sleeve members are secured to the bottom surface 
of the enclosure 2 coaxially with respect to the support 
pillars 17 and may be additionally stiffened and rein 
forced by a transverse frame member 34. 

FIGS. 6 and 7 also show another arrangement for 
stepless heightwise adjustment of the enclosure 2. The 
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8 
further arrangement comprises a vertically mounted gas 
pressure spring 30 on respective opposite sides of the 
base structure 14, for moving the enclosure 2 upwardly 
and downwardly to adjust the height of the apparatus. 
In that arrangement, the supports 17 are provided with 
externally smooth surfaces on which slide smooth inside 
surfaces of the guide sleeve members 18. The force of 
the gas springs 30 is such that it is about 50 to 100N 
greater than the mass of the enclosure 2 which is to be 
moved. 

It will be appreciated that such gas springs may also 
be used in addition to the adjusting assemblies compris 
ing screwthreaded spindles 17 and sleeves 18' (as de 
scribed with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5) or gears 24 and 
rack configurations 23 (as described with reference to 
FIGS. 6 and 7), whereby the drive arrangement may be 
somewhat lighter in construction and the force required 
to move the enclosure 2 is also reduced. It will be fur 
ther appreciated that when the gas springs are used in 
conjunction with the mechanical drive arrangements 
described with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5, and FIGS. 6 
and 7 the actuating force of the springs may also be 
reduced, in comparison with the arrangement which 
uses only gas springs, without a mechanical drive ar 
rangement. 

Particularly when gas springs are used alone for ad 
justing the height of the apparatus, the apparatus should 
have an arresting or retaining means 31 for holding the 
apparatus at its set height, with a foot lever 32 for re 
leasing or securing the apparatus in its adjusted position, 
while when the apparatus makes use of the option of 
also using gas springs in addition to motor-driven or 
manually actuated drive arrangements, such an arrest 
ing device 31 may also be an advantageous feature. 

Various alterations and modifications may be made in 
the above-described constructions, without thereby 
departing from the spirit and scope of the present inven 
tion. 

I claim: 
1. A cryostat microtome apparatus comprising a 

cooling enclosure; a microtome mounted in said enclo 
sure, refrigeration means operatively connected to said 
enclosure for cooling the same; a base positioned below 
said enclosure; support means for providing a vertically 
adjustable connection between said enclosure and said 
base, said support means including a plurality of paral 
lel, vertical members and a plurality of guide members 
each of said guide members operatively engaging a 
respective vertical member; said vertical members 
being mounted on said base and said guide members 
being mounted on said enclosure. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said 
base is a right-angled quadrangular frame. 

3. Apparatus as set forth in claim 2 wherein at least 
two of said support members include a rotatably 
mounted threaded spindle, the respective guide mem 
bers include an internally threaded sleeve and drive 
means for rotating said spindles whereby the height of 
said enclosure can be varied. 

4. Apparatus as set forth in claim 3 wherein there are 
four spindles and four sleeves. 

5. Apparatus as set forth in claim 2 wherein at least 
two of said support members each include a toothed 
rack extending in a vertical direction, the respective 
guide means include rotary gears operatively engaging 
a respective rack and drive means for driving said gears 
in rotation, to vary the height of said enclosure. 
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6. Apparatus as set forth in claim 5 wherein there are 

four said support members each having a toothed rack 
and four respective said guide means each having a 
gear. 

7. Apparatus as set forth in claim 6 wherein said drive 
means is reversible and rotates said four gears. 

8. Apparatus as set forth in claim 1 wherein said sup 
port means include gas compression springs operatively 
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10 
disposed between said base and said enclosure, the force 
of said springs being greater than the mass of said enclo 
Sure. 

9. Apparatus as set forth in claim 8 further including 
lock means for releasably retaining the enclosure at a 
chosen height. 

sk k sk sk ck 


