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The invention relates generally to coin-oper-
ated parking meters. of the general type shown
in the McGay Patent.No.. 2,284,221, and more
particularly to improvements in structure for
guiding all coins discharged from the meter
mechanism into a storage box and periodically
from said box into the.bag .or receptacle of a
person guthorized to make collections.

The housing. for parking meters of this type
normally has an upper..door giving access to
the meter. mechanism and a lower door giving
access to the discharged coin storage compart-
ment. In certain prior constructions a sealed
cylindrieal coin tube having a coin-receiving slot
in its upper.end is placed in the coin storage
compartment with its coin slot located immedi-
ately- under the normal . discharge .opening in

the bottom of the meter. mechanism through
which coins are discharged. An authorized col-

lector periodically unlocks and opens the lower
door to the coin storage compartment and re-
places the coin tube therein with an empty
sealed tube.

If these. coin tubes become worn or if they are
carelessly . inserted, the coin slot in the tube be-
- comes misaligned with the coin discharge open-
ing in the meter mechanism. Such misalignment
often oceurs because the meter housing and coin
box are castings and therefore become warped
or distorted during manufacture. In any case,
the result is that some of .the coins fall into the
storage compartment outside the coin tube and
may become lodged around the usual mounting
bolt. for the meter housing  where they can.be
appropriated without. being accounted for, either
by the person doing the collecting or by some-
one opening :the upper door:to the mechanism
compartment and fishing the coins out through
the. upper compartment.

In certain parking meters of this type Whlch
are .designed to be operated by coins of a certain
denomination, provision has been made for by-
passing smaller coins through the meter mech-
anism without operating. the mechanism. In
certain other meters designed to be operated
for different time intervals by coins of different
denominsations, provision has been made for by-
passing certain coins by which the meter is not
designed to be operated. In such cases, the by-
passed coins are discharged at a point laterally
adjacent to the normal coin discharge opening,

and these by-passed coins either become lodged

in the lower part of the meter mechanism com-
partment or fall into the coin tube compartment
outside of the tube, where they can be appropri-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

65

2 , o A
ated,. without being accounted for, by the col-
lector or.anyone else having a key to either the:
upper or lower door.

It has been proposed to replace the coin tube
by. a spring-hinged box mounted on the inside
of the coin compartment door and arranged to
be opened automatically when the compartment
door is_opened for discharging coins into a col-
lecting_bag or receptacle. Such boxes are apt
to spill some of the coins because they open too.
quickly, and because they have inadequate guid-
ing walls for directing the coins into a small area.
Moreover, the box is automatically pulled open
by a.chain hooked over a c¢lip in the back of
the coin compartment, and because the chain
has_to be arranged to_hook on easily when the
box is installed, the chain or the clip frequently
becomes accidentally detached in shipment or
because of the jar when the box repeatedly snaps
shut. .

_Another difficulty with prior constructlons is

that the mechanism compartment and coin box
compartment are open one into the other, and
a person gaining access to one compartment has
easy access to the other.
.- It_is a general object of the present invention
to provide an improved coin discharge construc-
tion for a parking meter which overcomes all of
the foregoing difficulties and disadvantages.

A specific object is to provide a novel coin
chute which guides coins discharged from the
meter mechanism into a coin storage box, re-
gardless. of variations in location and alignment
of the mechanism and coin storage box.

Another object is to provide a novel coin dis-
charge construction which guides all coins dis-~
charged from the meter mechanism into the stor-
age box, including by-passed coins discharged
at a.location laterally adjacent to or different
from  the normal discharge point. ]

Another object is to provide a novel coin dis-
charge construction including a- partition wall
preventing access in either direction between the
meter mechanism compartment and coin storage
compartment, said partition wall having a coin
chute for guiding all coins discharged from the
mechanism into the coin box, and cooperating
means on the meter housing for guiding by-
passed coins into the chute.

A further object is fo provide an improved
spring-hinged coin box adapted to be mounted
on the coin storage compartment door and the

box having a lower door acting as a chute when

opened  to guide coins from the box into a col-
lector’s bag. .
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Another object is to provide an improved

spring-hunged coin box which does not open until -

the chute door has swung out io & proper dis-
charging position.
Anotner opject is to provide a novel detach-

able support ior the improved coin box, which.

suppors 18 easily inserted in the bottom of the
comn storage compartment for supporting the.
coin box in quickly removable position.

A still further object is to provide. improved
means Ior nooring a pull chain for the coin box

door over the meter housing mounting. bolt in:
such a way that the chain: is. easier: attached:

and less apt to become accidentally detached.
Finally, it is an object -of the present inven-
tion to embody all of the foregoing objectives in

a compact and practical construction- which is.
economical to manuracture and simple and easy
to operate, and which requires substantially - no-

maintenance or repair.

These and otier objects are accomplished. by
the parts, improvements, arrangements, con-
structions and combinations comprising the pres-
ent- invention, a. preferred embodiment of which
is set forth herein by way of example. of the best
known mode for carrying out the invention, said
embeodiment being illustrated in the accompany-
ing-drawings and deseribed-in detail in the.speci-
fication, the scope of the invention, including
reasonable mechanical equivalents, being defined
in the appended claims.

In general terms, the improvements.compris-
ing the present invention may be stated as in-
cluding a partition wall located between. the me-
ter mechanism compartment and-the coin:stor-
age compartment of the meter housing and-hav-
ing- a funnel-shaped chute therein for guiding
coins discharged from the. meter: downwardly
into the storage compartient, there being. in-
wardly projecting means on the meter housing
for cooperating with the coin chute to- direct
by-passed  coins- downwardly into- the storage
compartment; a spring-hinged -coin box-adapted
to ‘be-mounted on:the- coin storage door or:re-
movably supported within.the storage: compart-
ment by an insertable support, said coin box hav-
ing: a' coin-receiving -slot in-its upper wall:nor-
mally positioned under the-coin. chute-in the pat-
tition wall, and-a hinged chute door on.the coin
box- having side guiding walls and a discharge
lip, there being a pull chain attached to the
hinged chute door and adapted.to hook under
a washer on the meter housing: mounting. bolt
projecting into the bottom of the com storage
compartment.

Referring to the drawings forming part hereof
in ‘which a preferred embodiment- of. the invens
tion is shown by way- of example; .

Figure 1 is a front vertical sectional view of
a parking meter embodying the invention, parts
of a meter housing being shown in cross section;

Fig. 2 is g vertical sectional view substantially
on the line 2—2- of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view similar
to Fig. 2 showing the coin storage compartment
door in partially- open position;

Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the coin:stor-
age compartment door more fully opened, and
the chute door of the box in position-to. dis-
charge coins into an exterior receptacle;.

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view: as online. 5—35;
Fig. 4;

Fig. 6 is a. fragmentary. front- elevatlon ofa
slightly different. embodiment of. the invention,
with the coin storage compartment door broken
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away, showing the manner of removably sup-
porime the coin box on the insertable support;

Fig. 7 is a fragmenfary sectional view thereof
similar to Fig. 2 showing the coin box removably
mounted;

Fig. 8:is'an enlarged detached perspective view
of the insertable support for removably support-
ing the coin box;

Fig. 9 is a plan sectional view as on line 9-—9,
Fig. 1; and "

Fig. 10 is a plan sectional view as on line
16—10, Fig, 1.

Similar numerals refer to similar parts
throughout: the - drawings.

Referring first- to Figs. 1 and 2, the parking
meter has a housing including an upper head
portion 11 and a lower neck portion 12 of reduced
size. The housing portion i1 forms a.compart-
ment: for the meter mechanism indicated: gen-
erally at i3, and the lower portion 12 forms a
storage:compartient:for-coins which havesbeen
discharged  ffom. the: meter: mechanism.. The:
housing . portion. 1. has a front. door 4 giving:
access. to. the meter mechanism compartment,
and-the housing portion 12-has:a front.door ‘giv=
ing- access: to the coin storage compartment.

As: best shown in Figs: 6: and’ 10, both. doors:
i4 and {5 are hingedpreferably on:the same horis
zontal hinge pin 16-located between the: two
housing: portions - 1{: and; 12: The. mechanism:
door- i14 is hinged: at its.lower end.for swinging
outwardly downward;.and: the: coin: door (&:is
hinged at its: top: end for swinging outwardly:
upward. as:indicated in Figs. 3:and 4.

A screw:lock IT is provided in -the top of: door:
i4 for engaging the threads. 18 on the inner end
of a. stud: I9 to.lock .the:door: shut. A bolt lock:
20. is:provided in:the: bottom of- door L5:for lock=
ing -the: doeor shut: by. engaging. the pivoted: canx
lever 24-inh a. slot 22-in: the bottom of the hous-
ing portiom 12:

A:shank 237is provided at.the lower end of .the
housing portion 12, and the shank is:normally:
mounted on.a suitable post (not: shown) and:se-
cured therefo in:a.usual manner by an.expali-
sion anchor bolt 24;.the: head 25 of which pro~
jects inte~the coin storage:compartment.. Pref-.
erably, two. washers:26:and 21 of decreasing.di=
ameter: are provided: under: the -head 25:0f the
bolt. for a purpose:to. be.described.

The meter mechanism (3: includes: the usual
indicator: or pointer: 28: which: is: movable: across:
a.dial 29 for:indicating: elapsed: time; the dial
being - visible threugh:an:observation: window: 30
in the door ‘i14: when the:metér-is:.operating: The
dial carries: aniexpired:tiine. flag 31: extending
above.the dial-and!the flag:is visible through the
window.30: and’ a» similar. rear . observation: win=
dow 32 in the housing partion:ii; when the meter
is:not operating.

‘The meter mechanism. housmg has a.coin.plate
33 mounted. in: spaced relation: on the front
thereof, and a coin. cap: plate 34-is. mounted: in
front of the plate 23: and: in- spaced- relation
thereto, as indicated:in-Fig. 2. The upper edge
35 of the ‘coin cap-plate is. angled outwardly for
receiving a. coin: inserted. through: the exterior
slot 36 so that the coin will: pass.by-gravity down-
wardly. between: the plates:-33-and 34.  After the
coin has operated the mechanism: it comes to. rest
temporarily - at: the . position indicated at: A. in
Fig. 1 in front of:plate: 33-and:behind .an:-open-
ing-in the cap plate:34, where:it is visible through
a.. small: observation: window: 37: known: as: &
“Scobchueye?” in:the-door: 14w When:another coin
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is:deposited in the meter it operates the:mech-
anism and discharges the previous coin out be-
tween the plates 33 and 34, and on the left side
of screw 34,
Figs. 1 and 2.

. In certain prior constructions where a sheet
metal coin tube having a slot in its upper end
was removably inserted in the coin storage com-
‘partment, it is obvious that relatively slight varia~
tions in the position of the coin tube, due to dis-
tortion or wear of the tube or to inaccurate posi-

tioning, would produce misalignment between the -

coin-receiving slot in the tube and the discharge
‘point B in the meter mechanism {3. The result
was that often the coins missed the coin-receiv-
ing slot and found their way down into the coin
storage compartment around. the outside of tlgg
coin tube. . Thus.the person collecting the coin
tubes could very easily appropriate these loose
coins without accounting for them, because the
only coins required to be accounted for were the
ones within the sealed coin tube.

. Moreover, in parking meters of this type de-
signed to be operated by nickels only for one or
two-hour periods, the meter mechanism .is ar-
ranged so that if a penny is inserted in the slot 36
it passes down behind the cap plate 34, but by~
passes the operating mechanism and is dis-
charged out between the plates 33 and 34 at a
point laterally opposite to the point B, on the
right side of screw 34’, such as indicated at C in
Fig. 1. Certain other meters of this general type
which are designed to be operated for different
time. intervals by nickels and pennies, for ex-
ample, are also constructed so as to by-pass coins
of smaller dimension, such as dimes. - These are
discharged at the point C also.

With all such meter mechanisms the conven-
tional housing would cause such by-passed coins
to become lodged in or around the point C be-
tween the meter mechanism and the side wall 38
of the door 14, so that a person collecting coins
from the meters, or a traffic officer having access
to the mechanism compartment, could appropri-
ate the by-passed coins without accounting for
them. Moreover, any person having access to the

mechanism compartment could fish out loose.

coins in the coin storage compartment up through
the mechanism compartment.

According to the present invention, a parmtlon
wall 40 is mounted between the mechanism com-
partment and the coin storage compartment, and
the partition wall 40 rests on the upper ends of
laterally spaced vertical wall portions 41 which
extend upwardly from the lower housing portion
12 into the bottomn of upper housing portion fl

and define the opening 42 which connects the two

compartments.

The wall portions 41 have forwardly project-
ing ears 42 in which the hinge pin {6 is mounted,
and the tops of the ears are connected by a
transverse web 43 to which the front end of the
partition wall 48 is secured by screws 44. Thus
the partition wall 40 completely separates and
closes off all communication between the mecha-
nism compartment and the coin storage compart~
ment, except for the coin chute indicated gen-
erally at 45 which is formed in the partition wall.
Thus, the partition wall prevents access from the
coin storage compartment into the mechanism
compartment, and from the mechanism compart-
ment into the coin storage compartment.

. The coin chute 45 has upwardly projecting ver-
tical front and rear walls 46 and:47,and a vertical
wall 48 closing one side or end of the chute.: These

as indicated by the position B in.
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walls fortd "a substantially rectangular. chiite
opening, as best shown in Fig. 9, which is sub-
stantially larger than the discharge opening be-
tween plates 33 and 84, and the top of the chute
opening is positioned with a slight clearance very
closely adjacent to the bottom edges of the coin

plates 33 and 34 of the mechanism; so that a
coin being discharged at the position B is sub-
stantially midway between the front and rear
walls 46 and 417, and also substantially midway of
the sides or ends of the chute opening.

- As shown, the side of the chute opposite wall
48 is slotted or left open as indicated at 49 and.
the walls 46 and 47 are extended laterally on both
sides of the opening 49 so as to terminate sub-

stantially under the center of a by-passed coin

being discharged at the position C, as best shown.
in Fig. 1.. Means for cooperating with the ex-
tended walls 46 and 417, to guide or deflect the by-
passed coins from the position C into the.open
side of the chute, preferably consists of a rounded:
boss portion B8 projecting inwardly from the side
wall 38 of door 4 at a location immediately ad-
jacent the side opening 48 of the chute. Thus
as a by-passed coin is discharged at the position
C, it is deflected inwardly and downwardly by the
boss 58, as indicated in dot-dash lines in Fig. 1.

The walls of the chute 45 extend downwardly
below the partition wall 40 and are tapered in-
wardly in all directions as indicated at 51 to form
a relatively narrow funnel-shaped discharge slot
52 for discharging coins into the coin storage
compartment. Thus all coins discharged from
the normal position B, and all by-passed coins
discharged at the position C, are guided through
the chute 45 and discharged therefrom at the
narrow bottom slot 52.

A coin box indicated generally at 54 is posi-
tioned in the coin storage compartment for re-
ceiving and storing coins discharged through the
slot 52 of chute 45. This coin box preferably
consists of & die casting made in two parts, a
front part comprising a front wall 55, side walls

- 56 and a top wall 57, and a rear wall or door 58

hinged between the side walls 56 on a hinge pin.
59 located at the rear end of the top wall 57.

At their upper front portions the side walls 56
are recessed, as indicated at 60, to form a narrow
coin slot potion 8{ which is adapted to fit be-
tween the ears 42 of wall portions 44, as shown
in Fig. 10. 'The front wall 55 is provided with an
internal boss 62 through which a serew 63 is nor-
mally inserted and screwed.into an internal boss
84 on the coin compartment door 5, for mount-
ing the coin box 54 on the door with the narrow
coin portion 6! between the ears £2.

The coin-receiving slot 65 is formed in the coin
portion 61, and when the coin box is mounted on
the door 5 and the door fully closed, the coin slot
85 is positioned immediately below the discharge-
slot 52 and closely adjacent thereto, as shown in
Fig. 2. Preferably the coin slot 65 is tapered in-
wardly downward as best shown in Fig. 10, and
its upper end is somewhat larger both longitu-
dinally and transversely than the discharge slot
52, so that regardless of any inaccuracies in the
relative position between the two slots, they will
always be in sufficient alignment to guide coins
into the coin box.

The bottom of coin slot 85 is narrow or thin and-
substantially the same thickness as the discharge
opening at B between mechanism plates 33 and
34, which thickness is slightly greater than the
thickest coin being discharged, so that the coins
cannot be shaken out after they drop into the
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boxi:. Consequetitly; any misalighihent of the slots®
would .cause: difficulty were: it not ‘for the tapered:
or: funnel: shape of both the:chute 4% and coin:

slot: 685.

As best shown in Fig. 5; & torsion spring. 66 is
mounted around-the hinge pin. 597 for normally
maintaining the rear: wall 58 in closed position.

One-end: 8T of the spring bedrs-against the top:
flange 68 of the rear wall-58, and the: other end

81' bears against: a lug 69 formed on one side
wall 56 of the'front:part of the box.

Meanis for automatically opening the box 54
when the coin door: {5-is manually opened prefer-

ably-includes.a-pull chain 7§; the ends 11 of which-

are” inserted: through holes in an inclined dis-
charge: lip- 12 on-the bottom of the rear wall 58,
and: secured ' to the lip-by washers 73. The loop
end: 14 of thechain is positioned under the larger

washer’ 2§ around- anchor bolt 24 and engaged:

around;the smaller washer 21, the rear of washer
26- forming & stioulder: for: retaining the’ chain:
The- length: of the chain 78:is such that it be-
comes taut-when the door 1§ is swung open to
the-partly open position of Fig: 3, in which posi=
tion: the front-edge of the:discharge lip 12 has
moved out-beyond all portions of the coin com-
partment housing i2.

Purther opening movement of the door to the
substantially fully opened position of Fig. 4
causes: the'chain 18 to pull the rear door 58 open,

in+ which: position- all- ¢coins within the box are

discharged by gravity into a receptacle or sack,
sueh” as- indicatéd at S, which may be held by
thecoin-collector; The rear wall 58 is provided

with- side™ guide wall$ or flanges 15 which co- :i3:

operate with:the-discharge lip 72 to guide -and

direct the coins in a channel or path of relatively

small ared; so they can be caught inm the sack
or-receéptacle S- Wlthout danger of spilling any
coins;

Referrmg-to the embodiment of the invention:

shown-in Figs. 6,-7 and 8, in this. case the coin
box: 54¢- is. not secured to  the door 15 of the
coinstorage compartmeint, but is removably sup-

ported in” the compartment in a sealed condi- 45

tion so that the-colle¢tor can quickly remove the
boxk-and replace it with an empty one.. The box
94q-is: preferably 'sealed shut with a strip of tape
indicated at- 1T - which engirdles the entire box:

The means for reriovably subporting the coin box -

54¢ ini the coin compartment, with the narrow
portion 8! thereof located between the ears &2 of
the ‘housing, preferably includes:a novel detach-
able clip indi¢ated generally at 78.

The cliv: 18§ preferably formed of shieet metal,
and has an upper wall’ 19 provided with a-rein<
foreing'rib 88; and g cutout portion 8+. Side walls
82-extéend vertically:downward from the top ‘wall
and are-provided at their bottom edges with in-
turned flanges: 88, As shown in Figsi-6-and 7,
the: inturned flanges 82 are adapted to rest-on
the bottom of the’coin storage-compartment be=

hKind the miounting bolt 24 and the-washers: 2§

and-27-thereon: In'this peosition the upper wall
T9:0of the clip. supports:the rear edge portion-84
of " the coin- box- 54g so” that the- coin portion
61-ispositioned immediately under thie discharge
slot: 52 ofthe chute 45 in the partition- wall.
When the coin compartment door: 5-is closed it
abuts thefront wall: 65 of the coin box in a man-
ner such as shown - in Figy 2; so- that-the coin

box: is: securely- supported - in- position with- its:

com-recewmg slot 8% under the chute 45:

The -cutéut: portion 84 of "the top-wall: of 'the
clip receives-the dépending'rib 85-0f the coin-box:

267
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wheAL itsigF i doif~réeeiving p
ingly; thelcoin Hox ¥ which:is normea)
oh--thet oin- compartnient: door 6 by’ thei erew’

63; cariibé: aiiickly converted:iito: the: sealed rex-

: movable coin box 58a, merely by rémoving - thet

sérew: 63, -and- insefting. the. clip: 18 in- the posi-
tiof of Figs: 6 and: 7 tdo rémovably support:the:
coifrboX-in proper coin-receiving: position. After:
thishas beeri dong; it réguires only a- few seconds:

: for: the collector: to grip: the box-behind the.rib:

85:and: remove: the sealed box: 54a;-and then re=
place itwith.an‘empty sealed box::

The improved construction comprising the pres-
erit’ invention: provides: for. guiding .all coilisidis=

: chigrged-from the metermechanism, including by~

passed-coins;-through g narrow confined path into’
the coin~receiving:slot- of the:coin’ box;.regard=-
less:of. varigtions: in.location: and: alignment- of:
the meter mechanism; and coinhox; and:provides!
for. selectively: guiding. the: coins' from: the coin:
boxiinto-a collector’s'receptacle automatically: on-
opening the coin:box door,.or removably. sup='
porting g sealed-coin:box for quick and easy re-

placement by: the: collector:

a4

66

65

In the foregoing description; certain: terms have’
been-used-for brevity; clearness:and understands=
ing; but'no unnecessary:limitations-gre to-be im=
plied therefrombeyond the requirements of: thes
prior art, because such: words are used for de=
scriptive purposes :-herein and are intended to-ber
broadly: construed.

Moreover;. the embodiments of - the: improved’
constriction illustrated -and-déescribed: herein are:
by: way of-example; and:the scope of:the present
invention ig hot limited:to-the exact details of
construction. -

Having now dsscribed the- 1nvent10n, the: con=
struection,.the operaitor and-use-of preferred e -
b'odime'nts.' thereof;. and: the  advantageousi new

- and usefulresultsiobtained thereby; the new and:

useful constructions; and-reasonable mechanical:
equivalents - thereof: obvious: to- those. skilled: in
theart, are set forth in the appended-clainis.

We- cla1m

1: In:a-parking meter: havmg a housing: prov1d1ng
an’ upper: meter mechanism:compartment and:a
lower coin. storage- compartment, a partition
wall-between said compartments; a tapered chuite
formed in said partition-wall and adapted to guide
coinsnormally-disecharged from the meter mecha-
nismin a'narrow:path into:said coin storage com=
partment; an: outer  door: hinged on: said: méter
compartment-havinglower portions swihging past
the:sideés: of- said- chiute, the- top of said chute
being:open: at: one side; and: ar inner: projection:
on said door for: cooperating with the open-sideé
of: said:chute-to guide into the chute coins: dis=
charged at a point laterally of the’ normal:dis=
charge point inthée meter mechanism.

2 Ina parking meter having a housing provid=
ingran upper meter mechanism compartment and
o lower: coin: storage  compartment, a- partition
wall between said compartments, a tapered chute
formed: in- said partitfion wall and - projecting
above and-below said-wall for guiding coins nor-

- mally:discharged from the metér mechanism into

75

said: coiir sforage - compartment; an outer door
Hinged-on‘said :meter ‘compartment -having lower
portions® swinging past the sides of said chute;
the upper projécting portion of the :chute being
open-at -one-side and:extending- laterally of the
normal ¢oin:discharge-point on-the-meter- mech-
anism;, :said -exterided  portion: being open at-its
outer side;: and” g~ rounded-inner projection-on
said> doer- for- cooperating : with- said-‘open” outer
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side to guide into the -chute coins discharged at
a point laterally of the normal dlscharge pomt
in the meter mechanism.

3. In a parking meter having a housmg pro-
v1d1ng an upper meter mechanism compartment, 5
a lower coin storage compartment, and a coin

~box in said lower compartment having a receiv«
-ing slot in its top wall, a partition wall between

. said compartments, a tapered chute-formed in
said partition wall-and adapted to' guide coing~10
normally discharged from the meter mechanism
in a narrow path into said coin box receiving

- slot, an outer door hinged on said meter ¢om-

- partment having lower portions swinging past
-the sides of said chute, the top of said chute be-: 15
ing open at one side, and an inner projection on

~said door for cooperating with the open side of

“said chute to guide into the chute coins dis-
charged at a point laterally of the normal dlS-
charge point in the meter mechanism.

4. In a parking meter having a housmg pro-
viding an upper meter mechanism compartment,

- a lower coin storage compartment, and a’'coin box
in said lower compartment having a receiving slot
in its top wall, a partition wall between:said com- 25
partments, a tapered chute formed in said parti-
tionwall and projecting above-and below said-wall

" for guiding coins normally discharged from-the
meter mechanism . into said coin box receiving

. slot, an outer door hinged. on said meter-com-. 30

- partment having  lower portions swinging: past

.. the sides of said chute, the upper-projecting por-
tion of the chute being open at one side and
extending laterally of the normal coin discharge
point. on the meter mechanism. said extended 85
portion being open at its outer side, and a round-
ed inner projection .on said door for cooperating
with said open outer side to guide into the chute
coins discharged at a point laterally of the nor-
mal discharge point in the meter mechanism.

5. In a parking meter having a housing form-
ing an upper meter mechanism compartment and
a lower coin storage compartment. a meter mech-
anism in said upper compartment having. a rela-
tively narrow coin discharge opening, a coin box;: 35
in said lower compartment having a coin-receiv-
ing ovening of substantially the same dimensions
as said coin discharge opening, a partition wall
between said compartments having a funnel-
shaped chute for guiding coins from said mech-:50
anism discharge opening to said. coin box, and
said coin box having funnel-shaped walls for
guiding coins from said partition wall opening
into said coin-receiving opening. )

6. In a parking meter having a housing pro-~ 55

" viding an upper meter mechanism compartment,
and a lower coin storage compartment, a parti-
tion wall between said comnartments, a tapered

" chute formed in said partition wa'l and project-
ing abbve. and below the same, said upper pro-. 50
jecting chute vortion being located under the -
normal coin discharging opening of the meter

“mechanism and being larger than said opening,
an outer door hinged on said meter compartment
having lower portions swinging past the sides of.

~said chute, said upper projecting chute portion

- being ‘open on one side, -an inner projection on

-the door. for cooperating with the open. side of
said chute to guide into the chute coins dis-
charged laterally of the normal: discharge point

.in the meter mechanism, a box in said lower. com-
partment having a coin-receiving slot in its up-
per wall and located under .said chute, and the
lower projecting chute portion being smaller
than said coin-receiving slot.
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7. In g parking meter housing forming a coin
storage compartment, a mounting bolt in the bot-

‘tom of said compartment, and a door hinged on

said compartment, a coin discharge chute ex-
tending downwardly into the upper end of said
compartment, a coin box mounted on the inner
side of said door and having s coin-receiving
slot in its upper end located under said chute
when the compartment door is closed, said coin
box having a rear door normally closed by a
spring hinge, and a pull chain connected to said
door and hooked under said mounting bolt for
opening the coin box door when the compart-
ment door is substantially fully opened.

8. In a parking meter housing forming a coin

- storage compartment, a mounting bolt in the

bottom of said compartment, and a door hinged
on said compartment, a coin - discharge chute
extending downwardly into the upper end of said
compartment, a coin box mounted on the inner
side of said door and having a "coin-receiving
slot in its upper end located under said chute
when the compartment door is closed, said coin
box having a rear door normally closed by -a
spring hinge, said coin box door having side

. guide flanges and an inclined lower discharge

lip, and a pull chain connected to said door and
hooked under said mounting bolt for opening the
coin ‘box -door ' when . the compartment door is
substantially fully opened:

9. In a parking meter housing forming a coin
storage compartment and a door hinged on-said
compartment, a coin discharge chute extending
downwardly into the upper end of said compart-
ment, a coin box mounted on the inner side of
said door and having a coin-receiving slot in its
upper end located under said chute when the
compartment door is closed, said coin box hav-
ing a rear door normally closed by a spring hinge,
and- a pull chain connected between the coin
box door and compartment housing for opening
the coin box door when the compartment door

-is substantially fullv opened, said coin box door

having side guide flanges and an inclined lower
discharge lip. . .
10. In a parking meter housing forming a coin

- storage compartment and a-door hinged on said

compartment, a coin discharge chute -extending
downwardly into the upper end of said compart-
ment, a coin box mounted on the inner side of
said door and having a coin-receiving slot in its
upper end located under said chute when the
compartment door is closed, said coin box hav-
ing a rear door normally closed by a spring hinge,
and a pull chain connected between the coin box
door and compartment housing operable to ini-
tiate ovening movement of the coin box door only
when its lower edge has been moved entirely out
of the compartment.

11. In a parking meter housmg havmg a coin
storage compartment and a door hinged on said
comnartment, coin guiding means at the upper
end of said compartment. a coin box mounted on
the inner side of said door and having a coin-
receiving slot in its upper end located under said
coin guiding means when the compartment door
is closed, said coin box having a rear door nor-
mally closed by a spring hinge, and a pull chain
connected between said coin box door and com-
partment operable to initiate opening movement
of the coin box door only when its lower edge
has been moved entirely out of the compartment.

12. Tn a parking meter housing forming a coin
storage compartment and a door hinged on said
compartment, a coin discharge chufe extending
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“downwardly:into-the-upper:end of saidzcompart-
-ment, -a - coin ‘box mounted -on ‘the :inner :side:of
ssaid-door and having -a-coin-receiving:slot intits
-upper -end located under :said ¢hute :when ‘the
~eompartment. door -is €losed, said -coin box "hav-
‘ing-arear door normally-closed by a‘spring hinge,
:said coin box door-having side-guide flanges:-and
-an‘inélined lower-discharge:lip,-and a:pull chain
-connected between the coin’box deor -and ecom-~
~partment ‘housing -for “initidting opening -move-
‘ment of the coin box :door only when its dis-
~charge lip ‘is moved -out "beyond the said com-
~partment.

13. Ina-parking meter having a housing form-
ing a coin-storage compartment, -and -a ‘housing
‘mounting ‘bolt extending into -the bottom of said
-compartment, a coin-disecharge chute extending
“downwardly into the upper -portion of said-com-
~partment, a coin box-for fitting within said com-
-partment -and ‘having a coin-receiving -slot in
its upper -end, and a-detachable supporting clip
“for fitting around said mounting ‘bolt and sup-
~porting said coin'box with ‘its-coin -slot ‘immedi-
-ately ‘below said ‘discharge chute. )

14, ‘In a parking meter having a: housmg form-
*ing & coin-storage-compartment, and a housing
“mounting bolt extending into ‘the bottom of said
-compartment, a coin discharge chute extending
-downwardly into-the upper portion of gaid com-

partment, a coin box for fitting within said -com-

-partment ‘and having a coin-receiving slot in
“its vpper end, and a detachahle supporting ¢lip
“having a ‘bottom flange for fitting behind said
mounting bolt and a top wall spaced from said

‘flange and adanted to support said coin box with -

‘its -coin slot immediately below said discharge
¢hute.

15, In a parking meter ‘having 4o housing form-
ing-an upper meter mechanism- compartment and
alower coin storage compartment, a pair of later-
:ally ‘spaced ears on -the “housing between -said
compartments, a meter mechanism outerdoorand
‘a coin compartment -outer door hinged on said
-ears, ‘said -doors being -substantially -vertical in

closed position, and a partition wall secured ‘tc 48

-said ears-and separating said compartments, said
‘partition ‘wall ‘having a tapered chute formed
therein for -guiding coins discharged from the
.meter mechanism in g positive narrow path into
‘said coin storage compa,rtment

.16, In a parking meter having a housing form-
ing.an upper mefer mechanism compartment and
alower coin storage compartment, a pair of later-
ally spaced ears on the housing between .sgid

compartments, a meter mechanism outer door and 55

a coin compartment .outer door hinged on said
ears, a.coin.box in said lower compartment hav-
ing a narrow top portion fitting between said ears
and provided with a.coin-receiving slot, said doors
-being substantially vertical.in closed position, and
.a.partition wall secured.to said ears and separat-
Ang said compartments..said partition.wall.having
a.tapered chute formed therein for guiding coins
-discharged from.the meter mechanism into said
coin-receiving slot.
17, In a parking meter having a. housmg form-
Jng.an upper meter mechanism compartment and
a.Jower coin storage compartment,.a pair.of later-
.ally. spaced .ears on :the housing between said
.cempartments, a meter mechanism .outer .door
-and -a .coin .compartment outer door hinged on
.said ears,.a.coin.box:in.said lower compartment
-having a.narrow top portion fitting between said
-ears.and provided with.a.coin-receiving .slot, said
doors being substantially vertical in closed posi-

12

ition, -and «a -partition -wall ssecured "fo :sdid -ears
-and. separating said-compartments, said partition
wall having a chute formed :therein :and -pro-
jecting above:and below:said wall, the upper pro-
-5 'jecting portion ‘being located immediately under
:the :normal coin discharging opening of said
“meter :mechanism -and "being ‘larger than ‘said
-opening, and ‘the lower projecting chute portion
“being tapered-inwardly:for guiding coins into the

10 :coin-receiving slot ‘of -said ‘coin box.

18. "In-a parking meter having-a housing form-
iing san upper meter ‘mec¢hanism ‘compartment
-and a:lower coin storage compartment, a pair of
“laterally spaced -ears on the housing between said

15 ‘compartments, :a ‘meter mechanism door -and a
‘coin ‘compartment door “hinged -on -said ears, -a
coin 'box 'in -said ‘lower -compartment ‘having a
-narrow top -portion fitting bétween said ears-and
-provided with a coin-receiving slot, and a parti-

20 tion wall secured to'sdid ears and separating said
-compartments, -said partition wall having a ta-
Jpered -¢hute formed:therein for guiding coins dis-
c¢harged from the meter mechanism into ‘said
coin-receiving slot, and a detachable supporting

~25 - ¢lip for fitting in the ‘bottom of said coin storage

compartment-and removably supporting said coin
“box with its coin-receiving slot under said chute.

'19. Tn a parking meter having a housing form-
“ing -an upper ‘meter mechanism compartment, a
30 'lower coin storage compartment, -and a ‘housing

‘anchor -bolt extending into -the bottom .of said

“lower -compartment, ‘a pair of ldterally spaced

-ears on the housing between said compartments,

‘a.coin box for fitting in said lower compartment
35 -and having a narrow top portion for fitting be-~

‘tween said -ears, said narrow top portion having

a ‘coin-receiving slot, a partition wall secured to
sald ears and having a chute formed .therein for
guiding coins discharged from said meter-mech-
40 anism ‘into said coin-receiving slot, and a -de-
tachable. supporting clip for fitting around said
anchor bolt -and removably supporting .said eoin
box with'its coin-receiving slot under_said .chute.

'20. In a parking meter housing having .a_.coin
storage compartment _and an .outer.door hinged
atits upper end on-the-upper.end.of said.compart-
.ment, a .coin discharge chute . extending -down-
waxrdly into the upper end.of said-compartment,
a coin :box having .9 coin-receiving slot in its
upper.end.detachably positioned in.-said compart-
.ment with said .coin-receiving slot located under
.said chube, .and means -selectively mounting said
coin box on the inner . side-of:said door-with said
coin-reeeiving slot lecated under said chute in
the .closed -position -of the -door -and permitting
opening ‘movement -of said outer door thh the
-box mounted .thereon.

.21. .In.a -parking meter housing “having -a coin
.storage-compartment and -an-outer -door hinged
-at its-upper end -on -the upper:-end-of said com-
partmerit, a-coin-discharge chute extending down-
-wardly into the upper end of sdid compartment,
“a -coin “box having a 'coin-receiving slot in its
65 upper end detachably positioned “in said -com-

partment with said coin-receiving slot located
under-said chute, means selectively mounting said

‘coin box on the inner side-of said door with said

coin-receiving slot located under said chute in
70 the closed position of the door and permitting
opening movement of said outer door with the
box mounted thereon, and said coin box having
a funnel-shaped opening for guiding coins from
said discharge chute into the box, the bottom
75 of said opening having a thickness slightly greater

50

60
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than the thickness of the coins passing there-
through.

22. In a parking meter housing having a coin
storage compartment and an outer door hinged
at its upper end on the upper end of said com-
partment, a coin discharge chute extending down-
wardly into the upper end of said compartment,
a coin box having a coin-receiving slot in its
upper end, a detachable supporting clip selec-
tively supporting said box in said compartment
with the coin-receiving slot located under said
chute, and means selectively mounting said coin
box on the inner side of said door with the coin-
receiving slot located under said chute when the
door is in closed position.

23. In a parking meter housing having a coin
storage compartment and an outer door hinged
at its upper end on the upper end of said com-
partment, a coin dischargz chute extending down-
wardly into the upper end of said compartment,
a coin box having a coin-receiving slot in its
upper end, a detachable supporting clip selec-
tively supporting said box in said compartment
with the coin-receiving slot located under said

10

15

20

14

chute, means selectively mounting said coin box
on the inner side of said door with the coin-re-
ceiving slot located under said chute when the
door is in closed position, and said coin box
having a funnel-shaped opening for guiding coins
from said discharge chutfe into the box, the bot-
tom of said opening having a thickness slightly
greater than the thickness of. the coins passing
therethrough. .
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