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United States Patent Office 3,235,094 
Patented Feb. 15, 1966 

3,235,094 
GARBAGE CAN HOLDER 

Donald W. Otto and Raymond B. Uphus, Sauk Centre, 
Minn., assignors to Inter-Marc Corporation, Alexandria, 
Minn., a corporation of Minnesota 

Filed Aug. 26, 1963, Ser. No. 304,515 
3 Claims. (C. 21-71) 

This invention relates generally to container support 
apparatus and more specifically to a support device for 
positively holding several garbage cans or the like and 
maintaining them in elevated position above the ground. 

Garbage can holders presently available are generally 
expensive to manufacture and thus expensive to the pur 
chaser and most holders commercially available have 
features which make their use difficult. 

Applicants however, have provided a garbage can holder 
which will be relatively inexpensive to the ultimate pur 
chaser and which will provide positive positioning and 
holding features for simultaneously supporting a plurality 
of garbage cans simultaneously. r 

It is therefore, an object of this invention to provide 
a simple and inexpensive supporting device for simulta 
neously supporting a plurality of garbage cans or the like 
whether the cans are of the same or substantially different 
dimensions. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a stable 
support device for holding a plurality of garbage cans 
by providing a single support strut for insertion into the 
earth and having means thereon to support the cans in 
spaced relation therearound such that each of the cans is 
easily accessible for use. 

It is a further specific object of this invention to provide 
a stable support device for maintaining a plurality of 
garbage cans in elevated positions above the ground by 
providing a means to engage and position the bottom cir 
cumferential flange of the garbage cans at a position on 
the support which will allow a sufficient length of the 
support to be embedded in the ground to prevent tipping 
thereof. 

It is a further specific object to provide individual han 
dle engaging means near the upper end of a main support 
for engagement with a handle of the garbage cans such 
that any of the cans may be removed from the support 
without disturbing those cans remaining thereon. 

These and other objects and advantages of this inven 
tion will more fully appear from the following description 
made in connection with the accompanying drawings, 
wherein like reference characters refer to the same or simi 
lar parts throughout the view, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a garbage can holder embody 
ing the concepts of this invention; 

FIG. 2 is a partial vertical section taken substantially 
along line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is an elevation showing the garbage can holder 
embedded in the ground; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the can support member; 
FIG. 5 is a front view of the member shown in FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 shows the plan and front view of the upper 

handle retaining element. 
in accordance with the accompanying drawings and 

to best illustrate the use of the garbage can holder, a 
plurality of individual garbage cans designated A are 
shown mounted thereon. As is known the cans are usually 
constructed with a lower circumferential flange section 
B which normally joins the side to the bottom of the can 
and handle members C provided on the side of the can 
at the uppermost portions thereof. The can holder gen 
erally designated i0 comprises a main support strut desig 
nated 11 having the lower end 11a converging to a point 
to facilitate placing the strut 11 into the ground and an 
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upper end designated 11b substantially reduced in diam 
eter with respect to the body 11. A cotter pin 11d or 
other locking means is arranged to pass through a dia 
metrically arranged opening 11c in the reduced portion 
11b of the support strut 11. A garbage can support plate 
15 is arranged longitudinally along the support strut 11 
at a sufficient distance from the ground piercing end 11a 
thereof to allow the strut 11 to be embedded a sufficient 
length into the ground, as shown in FIG. 3, such that no 
other supports are required to hold the strut 11 in the 
upright position. In the form shown the support plate 
i5 is fixedly attached to the strut by welding the ends of 
a centrally located sleeve member 16 thereto. 

For manufacturing reasons the plate member 15 is 
separately fabricated and is an individual member as 
shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. The support plate as illustrated 
in FIGS. 4 and 5 comprises a substantially flat bottom 
portion 15a having three spaced upstanding flange mem 
bers designated 15b on the periphery thereof and com 
bined strengthening and water drainoff channel sections 
designated 15c arranged intermediate the upstanding side 
members 15b. The water channel drainoffs are formed 
directly in the base 15a and are pitched outwardly from 
the center thereof. A pair of spaced slots designated 17 
are formed in each of the upstanding flanges 15b and ex 
tend to the base portion 15a as illustrated in FIGS. 2 
and 4. The slots 17 are arranged to receive the arcuate 
bottom rim B of the garbage can A and hold the same 
therein, as illustrated by the dotted arc line in FIG. 4. 
When the cans are arranged in this fashion the drainoff 
sections 15c will directly underlie the cans A. This slot 
and plate arrangement provides positive positioning and 
support for the bottom of the cans as illustrated in FIG.2 
but allows a can A to be removed therefrom without dis 
turbing the arrangement of the other cans. 

In the form shown three handle engaging elements 
designated 20 are arranged on the reduced portion 11b 
of the support strut 11 and are illustrated individually in 
FIG. 6. The elements 20 comprise a generally hook 
shaped end portion designated 20a defining a handle re 
ceiving cavity 20b therein. A passage 20c is formed ad 
jacent the other end of the retaining element 20 such that 
the same may be slid and arranged upon the reduced 
portion 11b of the support strut 11 such that should the 
handles C of the cans A be at different levels the handle 
retaining elements 20 may be slid along the strut 11 and 
arranged to grasp and retain the handle C at any height. 
The purpose of the locking member such as the cotter pin 
11d now becomes apparent as it is purely to hold the han 
dle engaging elements 20 on the strut 11 and prevent 
accidental loss or removal. This arrangement of indi 
vidual handle retaining elements 20 eliminates the problem 
created by certain garbage can holders now on the market 
as the usual method is to simply arrange the can handles 
C about the supporting strut. This, of course, involves 
the difficulty that the handles C are in overlapping fashion 
and should the bottom can require removal it is necessary 
to remove the other cans also. When properly arranged 
as shown in FIG. 2 the holder elements 20 maintain the 
cans A in a generally upright position and aid in prevent 
ing any shifting thereof upon the base plate 15. 
The strength of the base plate 5 which is made of 

substantially thin material is attained by providing the 
upright flanges 15b and the water drainoff portions 15c, 
the strength attained thereby being such that it is only 
necessary to engage one very limited portion of the gar 
bage can bottom flange B and still balance and retain the 
can A in position thereon. . 
The advantages of this garbage can holder 10 are that 

the cans A are held in upright position at an elevated 
point above the ground such that no injury to the grass 
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due to lack of sunlight will occur and further the cans 
will not be in contact with the wet ground causing rusting 
or rapid deterioration of the cans. The elevation of course 
affords further protection against vermin or scavengers 
such as dogs. and the like as the cans may not be acci 
dentally tipped from the strut. 

It is obvious that applicants have provided a garbage 
can holder which provides positive support for a plurality 
of garbage cans and is extremely flexible to allow dif 
ferent sized cans to be placed thereon and still efficiently 
hold the same at a position above the ground to remove 
the cans from not only the dangers of moisture but the 
possibility of dogs and other scavengers upsetting and 
opening the same. 

It will be understood that various changes may be made 
in the form, details, arrangements and proportion of 
parts without departing from the scope of the invention, 
which generally stated consists in the matter set forth in 
the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A support for a plurality of conventional garbage 

cans, or the like having a downwardly disposed circum 
ferential flange on the bottom thereof and provided with 
handles on the sides thereof comprising: 

(a) an elongated support strut having one end thereof 
arranged for embedding into the earth to provide the 
sole means of Support, 

(b) support means arranged intermediate the ends of 
said strut normally elevated from the ground when 
the strut is placed therein including an outwardly 
extending base member defining a single support 
surface having retaining means thereon for receiving 
a portion of circumferential flange of at least one 
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garbage can therein and holding the same against 
lateral movement thereon, 

(c) a plurality of independent handle retaining ele 
ments having means to effect sliding movement on 
said support strut to facilitate longitudinal positioning 
along said strut and extending normally outward 
therefrom having one end thereof arranged for re 
taining engagement with a garbage can handle to 
provide the sole means for holding the can in up 
right position when the bottom of the can is engaged 
with the base Supporting member. 

2. The structure set forth in claim wherein said flange 
retaining means includes a plurality of spaced upstanding 
flanges arranged on the periphery of said base member 
and provided with retaining slots therein to engage the 
downwardly disposed circumferential flange of the gar 
bage can and prevent shifting thereof. 

3. The structure set forth in claim 2 and a plurality 
of water draining channels arranged intermediate said 
flanges to provide drainage means for said base plate. 
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