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Keokai Jitsuyc Shinan Koho 1971-2012 Torocku Jitsuyo Shinan Kecho — 1994-2012

Electtonic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* Citation of document, with indication, whete approptiate, of the relevant passapes Relevant to claim No.
b4 WO 2006/105253 A2 (VALENCE TECHNOLOGY, INC.), 1-2,6,9,15,
05 October 2006 (05.10.2006), 18,24-25,
paragraphs [0014] to [0065], [Q072] to [0076]; 29-30
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Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C.

|:| See patent family annex.
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“A"  document defining the general state of the art which is not considered
to0 be of particular relevance

“E”  earlier application or patent but published on or after the international
filing date

SL"  document which may throw doubts on priority claim{s}) or which is
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other
special reason (as specified)

“0"  document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means

“P”  document published prior fo the international filing date but later than

the priority date claimed

“T" later document published after the international filing date or priority
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand

the principle or theory underlying the invention
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be

considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
step when the document is taken alone

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

document member of the same patent family

“x”
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Date of the actual completion of the international search

Date of mailing of the intemational search report

12 March, 2012 (12.03.12) 27 March, 2012 (27.03.12)
Name and mailing address of the ISA/ Aathorized officer

Japanese Patent Office
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Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/JP2011/078539
Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17¢2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2 I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningfirl international search can be cartied out, specifically:

3. I:I Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This Intemational Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet

. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

. Agy all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifving additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional Bes.

[

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search faes were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those ¢laims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees wete accompanied by the applicant’s ptotest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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By taking the fact that claim 1, claim 15 and claim 23 are independent
claims into consideration, the inventions of claims 1-30 have such a
common technical feature that "the positive electrode for nonaqueous
electrolyte secondarybatteries containsametal oxide that is represented
by AxMeQy (wherein A represents Na and/or K, Me represents Ni and/or
Cu, x satisfies 1.9 = x £ 2,1 and y satisfies 1.2 = y = 2.1)",

The common technical feature, however, cannotbe consideredasaspecial
technical feature since it does not make a contribution over the prior
art in view of the disclosure of document 1. In addition, there is no
other same or corresponding special technical feature among those
inventions.

Consequently, the I1nventions of claims 1-30 do not satisfy the
requirement of unity of invention.

Document 1: WO 2006/105253 A2 (VALENCE TECHNCLOGY, INC.) 5 October 2006
(05.10.2006), paragraphs [0014]-[C065] and [00D072]-[C076], fig. 1l; US
2007/0160519 Al; KR 10-2007-0116156 A; CN 101176225 A; JP 2008-535182
A
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