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FIG. 5

(57) Abstract: A keyboard stand (21) is formed by two crossed sticks (23, 25) which in the centre are connected with each other by
means of a rotary shaft (27). The rotary shaft (27) forms part of one of the sticks and extends in height direction of the sticks. The
upper longitudinal edges (29) of the sticks form a supporting area for carrying the keyboard during operation. Rubber protrusions
(31) on which a keyboard or notebook rests during operation are provided on the upper longitudinal edges (29) of the sticks close to
the ends. Rubber feet (33) with which the keyboard stand (21) is placed on a table are found on the lower longitudinal edges opposite
the upper longitudinal edges. On either side of the rotary shaft (27) a part of the stick (23a, 23b, 25a, 25b) is found.
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Keyboard stand

DESCRIPTION

Field of the invention.

The invention relates to a keyboard stand for supporting a separate
keyboard of a computer or the computer-integrated keyboard of a laptop on a table,

comprising two elements pivotedly connected with each other.

State of the art.

A keyboard stand of this type is known from GB-A-2390297. In this
known keyboard stand the elements are formed by planar frames which are in hinged
connection with each other and can be set in an inclined position relative to one another.
During periods of use one frame rests on the tabletop while the other frame carries a
keyboard.

Summary of the invention.

It is an object of the invention to provide a keyboard stand of the type
defined in the opening paragraph which in retracted state is more compact than the
known keyboard stand. To this end the keyboard stand according to the invention is
characterised in that the elements are formed by two crossed sticks which are pivotedly
connected with each other in or close to the centre, the sticks having a supporting area
on which a keyboard rests during operation and which is in an inclined position relative
to the table during operation. In retracted state the sticks lie side by side so that they do
not take up much room.

In order to prevent the sticks from sagging while they carry a keyboard,
an embodiment of the keyboard stand according to the invention is characterised in that
the sticks have a length, thickness and height with which a rotary shaft by means of
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which the two sticks are pivotedly connected with each other extends in the height
direction of the sticks and the supporting area is formed by the longitudinal edges of the
sticks.

At one end the sticks may have a leg with which they rest on a table and
are at an angle relative to the tabletop. In lieu of a leg for inclining the supporting area,
preferably the height of each stick diminishes from one of the ends of the stick to the
other end. As a result the sticks can be in contact with the tabletop over their entire
length.

To provide that the keyboard stand in retracted state does not take up
much room, a recess is provided preferably in the place of the rotary shaft in the bottom
of one of the sticks and another recess is provided in the top of the other stick, one stick
being inserted with its recess into the recess provided in the other stick.

A further embodiment of the keyboard stand according to the invention is
characterised in that on either side of the rotary shaft a part of the stick is present, which
parts are parallel with each other and staggered, so that they are not in the same straight
line and the sticks are present in a mutually mirrored state. As a result, the sticks in
retracted state lie against each other over their entire length so that the keyboard stand is
even more compact.

The ends of the sticks preferably have raised protrusions for holding a
keyboard located on the support in place during operation.

A still further embodiment of the keyboard stand according to the
invention is characterised in that a spring is provided on one side of the rotary shaft so
that the spring pushes the two sticks apart. In consequence, during operation a keyboard
is held in place between the protrusions provided on the sticks, so that the keyboard is
prevented from shifting relative to the support.

The spring is preferably formed by a resilient strip which is attached with
one end to one of the sticks and with the other end is in contact with the other stick,
which strip in unloaded condition runs parallel with the stick to which it is attached.

Brief description of the drawings.
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The following description relating to the appended drawings, the whole
given by way of non-limiting examples of the keyboard stand according to the
invention, will provide better understanding of how the invention can be realised, in
which:

Fig. 1 shows a plan view of a first embodiment of the keyboard stand
according to the invention during operation;

Fig. 2 shows a side view of the keyboard stand shown in Fig. 1 in
retracted state;

Fig. 3 shows the keyboard stand shown in Fig. 1 broken down into
component parts;

Fig. 4 shows a plan view of the keyboard stand shown in Fig. 1 in
retracted state;

Fig. 5 shows a second embodiment of the keyboard stand according to
the invention in converted state; and

Fig. 6 shows the keyboard stand shown in Fig. 5 in retracted state.

Detailed description of the drawings.

Fig. 1 shows a plan view of a first embodiment of the keyboard stand
during operation. The keyboard stand 1 is formed by two crossed sticks 3, 5 which are
pivotedly connected with each other in the centre by means of a rotary shaft 7. The
rotary shaft 7 here forms part of one of the sticks and extends in height direction of the
sticks. The upper longitudinal edges 9 of the sticks form a supporting area for
supporting a keyboard during operation. The ends of the sticks have raised protrusions
11 for holding a keyboard 13 in place which is present on the support (schematically
shown in dashed lines).

On one side of the rotary shaft 7 there is a spring 15 which pushes the
two sticks 3, 5 apart. As a result of this the keyboard 13 is held in place between the
protrusions 11 on the sticks during operation and it is avoided that the keyboard shifts
relative to the keyboard stand. The spring 15 is formed by a resilient strip which is

attached with one end to one of the sticks 3 and with the other end is in contact with the
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other stick 5. The strip in unloaded state runs parallel with the stick 3 to which it is
attached.

Fig. 2 shows a side view of the keyboard stand 1 in retracted state. The
height of each stick 3, 5 diminishes from one of the ends of the stick to the other end, so
that during operation the supporting area is at an angle to a tabletop on which the
keyboard stand is placed.

In the place of the rotary shaft 7 the upper stick 3 is provided with a
recess 17 at the bottom and the lower stick 5 is provided with a recess 19 at the top, see
Fig. 3, in which the broken-down keyboard stand 1 is shown. The one stick 3, 5 fits into
the recess 17, 19 provided in the other stick 5, 3.

Fig. 4 shows a plan view of the keyboard stand 1 in retracted state. A part
of the stick 3a, 3b, 5a, 5b is present on either side of the rotary shaft 7. These parts are
staggered and are parallel with each other so that they are not in the same straight line.
In retracted state the sticks 3, 5 are present in a mutually mirrored state, and over their
entire length they lie against each other as a result of which they do not take up much
room,

Figs. 5 and 6 show a second embodiment of the keyboard stand
according to the invention in converted state and in retracted state respectively. This
keyboard stand 21 too is formed by two crossed sticks 23, 25 which are pivotedly
connected to each other in the centre by means of a rotary shaft 27. Rubber protrusions
31 on which a keyboard or notebook rests during operation are found on the upper
longitudinal edges 29 of the sticks close to the ends. Rubber feet 33 with which the
keyboard stand 21 is placed on a table are found on the lower longitudinal edges
opposite the upper longitudinal edges. On either side of the rotary shaft 27 a part of the
stick 23a, 23b, 25a, 25b is found.

Albeit the invention described above has been described in the foregoing
with reference to the drawings, it will be evident that the invention is not by any manner
or means restricted to the embodiments shown therein. The invention also extends over
any embodiment deviating from the embodiment shown in the drawing Figures within

the spirit and scope defined by the claims.
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CLAIMS:

1. A keyboard stand for supporting a keyboard in an inclined position on a
table, comprising two elements pivotedly connected with each other, characterised in
that the elements are formed by two crossed sticks which are pivotedly connected with
each other in or close to the centre, the sticks having a supporting area on which a
keyboard rests during operation and which is in an inclined position relative to the table
during operation.

2. A keyboard stand as claimed in claim 1, characterised in that the sticks
have a length, thickness and height with which a rotary shaft by means of which the two
sticks are pivotedly connected with each other extends in the height direction of the
sticks and the supporting area is formed by the longitudinal edges of the sticks.

3. A keyboard stand as claimed in claim 2, characterised in that the height
of each stick diminishes from one of the ends of the stick to the other end.

4, A keyboard stand as claimed in claim 1, 2 or 3, characterised in that a
recess is provided in the place of the rotary shaft in the bottom of one of the sticks and
another recess is provided in the top of the other stick, one stick being inserted with its
recess into the recess provided in the other stick.

5. A keyboard stand as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that on either side of the rotary shaft a part of the stick is present, which
parts are parallel with each other and staggered, so that they are not in the same straight
line and the sticks are present in a mutually mirrored state.

6. A keyboard stand as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that raised protrusions are provided at the ends of the sticks.

7. A keyboard stand as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that a spring is provided on one side of the rotary shaft so that the
spring pushes the two sticks apart.

8. A keyboard stand as claimed in claim 7, characterised in that the spring is
formed by a resilient strip which is attached with one end to one of the sticks and with
the other end is in contact with the other stick, which strip in unloaded condition runs
parallel with the stick to which it is attached.
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