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Box Il Observatlons where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Search Repart has not bean establishad in respect of certaln clalms under Articls 17(2)(a) for the fallowing reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because thay relate to subject mattar not required io be ssarched by this Authority, namety:

2 [El Clalms Nos.: -

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried cut, spacifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210
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because thay ara dependent claims and ar& not drafted In accordance with the sacond and third seniences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Ohservations where unity of invention is lacking (Confinuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authorlty found multiple Inventions in this international application, as follows:
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searchable claims.
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D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 21()

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: -

Present claiml relates to a product defined (inter alia) by reference
to the following unusual parameter (see claim 1):

"improvement

comprises at least 3 percent increase in retention and at least a 5
percent improvement in drainage time over the associative polymer
produced without using Tauroyl peroxida™

The use of this unusual parameter in the present context 1s considered
to Tead to a lack of clarity because the claim does not clearly identify
the products encompassed by it as the parameters cannot be clearly and
reliably determined by indications in the description or by objeciive
procedures which are usual in the art. This makes it impossible to
compare the claim to the prior art. As a result, the application does
not comply with the requirement of ¢larity under Article 6 PCT.

Moreover, according to the wording of claim 1 and the description, the
use of lauroyl peroxide (LP) 1s not mandatory but only one possible
embodiment of the invention (see p.4 of the description). From the
examples, an effect is only seen when LP is used. Hence LP seems to be
mandatory and an essential feature of the invention.

The lack of clarity is to such an extent, that the search was performed
taking 1nto consideration the non-compliance in determining the extent
of the search of claim 1.

The search was restricted to the examples ciearly defined in, and
supported and disclosed by the description.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority fis
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds inte the regional phase
before the EPD, the appiicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPD Guideline C-V¥I, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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