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1 Claim.

This invention rélates to improvements in sup-
porting means for apparel and the principal ob-
ject -of the invention is to provide such means
which may be used in connection with garters,

-5 shoulder straps, suspenders, and similar acces-
sories so-as to provide adjustable means for sup-
porting articles of wearing apparel which may be
perméanently attached or detachably connected
to various articles.

0 In articles such as above described at present
in use,"the supporters are usually fastened perma-
nently to the garment and the adjustments are
brovided by means of metal buckles which have a
tendency to become loose and to wear, and which

15 are frequently uncomfortable to the wearer and

also cause injury to the wearer. This invention
provides an article of this character in which
all of these disadvantages are overcome and in
which various adjustments are readily provided

20 for and in which the attachment may be made
quickly and readily.

Various other objects and advantages will be
apparent from a consideration of the following
specification. The drawings illustrate various em-

25 bodiments of this invention and it is to be ex-
Pressly understood that various changes in struc-
ture may be made in practice without digressing
from my-inventive ideas as definéd in'the append-
ed claim.

30 In the drawings—

Figure 1 represents a front view of a supporting
element in the form of a garter using a wide web
and a “spread” connection for the fastening ele-
ments.

35  Figure 2 is a rear view of the same.

Figure 3 is a front. elevation of g supporting
means in the form of a garter utilizing a com-
paratively narrow web with a narrow end con-
struction for the fastening means.

40  Figure 4 is a rear view of the same,

Figure 5 represents an outside elevation of a
garment such as a corset, girdle and the like with
a garter supporting element connected thereto;
this form- showing both the detachable and ad-

45 justable connection.

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 5 varying
in detail only.

Figure 7 is-a view similar to Figyre 6 in which
the supporting element s permanently attached

50 to the garment at one end and adjustably con-
nected at the other end.

Figure 8 is a view similar to Figure 7 showing
the adaptation of the construction to an inner
belt garment. ‘ )

55 Figure 9 is a view of a supporting element in

(CL 241—1)

the form of a garter adjustably connected to a
garment by means of one of a plurality of button-
holes. :

Figure 10 is a supporting element in the form of
& shoulder strap, suspender or the like, shown 5
in a non-adjustable construction.

Figure 11 is a view similar to Figure 10, the con-

Tnection being adjustable.

Figure 12 is a view showing the supporting ele-
ment in the form of a shoulder strap, suspender 10
or the like having a direct connection to a gar-
ment,

Figure 13 is a view similar to Figure 12, the con-
nection ‘to the garment being adjustable; and

Figures 14 and 15 are views of constructions 15
similar- to Figures 12 and 13 except that a differ-
ent form of connecting means is used, that is,
loops instead of button-holes or slits.

The: constructions shown in Figures 1 to 4
inclusive will first be ‘described as, generally 20
speaking, these constructions are similar show-
ing adjustable and detachable garters. In Fig-
ures 1 and 2 the numeral | designates the body
of the garter which is preferably in the form of
an elastic web. 'To one end is secured a cross head 25
connecting element 2 by means of a suitable tape,
web or other flexible non-elastic connection 3.
This -connecting element may  take numerous
other forms which may be threaded through or
passed into an eyelet, button-hole, slit or the like. 30
To the other end of the web [ a similar fastening
element or cross head member 4 is connected by
means of a tape or other suitable flexible connec-
tion 5. The web or body of the garter is prefer-
ably formed or provided with a plurality of eyelets 35
6 extending at spaced intervals through the
length thereof, and in the construction shown in
Figures 1 and 2 these eyelets may be located along
2 medial longitudinal line and within the spaced
lengitudinal beads or ridges T formed in the fabric 40

of the web when woven. The lower end of the

web is adapted to be passed through the leop 8
of a suitable clasp 9 and then the cross head
member 4 threaded or passed through one of the
eyelets or apertures 6, depending upon the length 46
of garter desired. Of course, the cross head is
less in thickness than the size of the eyelet or
opening which being formed in the elastic ma-
terial of the body, may be stretched to accommo-
date the cross head 4. On the other hand the 50
cross head is of sufficient length so as to afford
shoulders to engage the other side of the fabric
web-and prevent the release of the connection by
withdrawal of the cross head through the opsn-
Ing oraperture. Due to the length of the connect- 56
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ing means § the cross head 4 may be readily
pulled far enough and then threaded back
through the opening to disengage the connection
between the cross head and the web. It is to be
noted that there is provided here a very simple
construction for providing an attachable sup-
porter in the form of a garter and which is ad-
justabie to various length at any time and under
any conditions whatsoever. The garfer may be
permanently attached to various garments if de-
sired, and the supporting element § may be read-
ily disconnected and removed for any purpose
whatsoever.

The construction shown in Figures 3 and 4

is essentiaily the same as that just descriped ex-
cept that the body portion i8 is formed of a web
substantially narrower than that shown in Fig-

‘ures 1 and 2. The flexible non-elastic connecting

means §! for the cross head fastening means 2
may be in the form of either a double or a single
ply or thickness of material.

In the constructions shown in Figures b and 6,
part of a corset, girdle or other similar garment
i3 is shown. The garment may be of elastic or
part elastic and part non-elastic; for instance,
the part {4 may be elastic and the insert or gore
i5 may be non-elastic. This insert or gore is pro-
vided with & plurality of eyelets or holes {6 which
are adapted to receive the cross bar fastening
means 7 secured by flexible non-elastic connect~
ing means 8 to the ends of the body of the sup-
porting element or garter i3. This element is
constructed substantially the same as that shown
in Figures 1 and 2 except that the intermediate
eyelets may be omitted. The clasp 28 is provided
with a loop 2{ through which the web or hody 9
of the garter freely passes and slides, and due to
this free sliding connection and the pivotal con-
nection afforded between the ends of the garier
i and the garment by the cross bar fastening
means, a free pivetal swing is always afforded re-
sulting in great comfort to the wearer and lack of
wear and tear on the garments. Furthermore,
the connecting means are small and thin and
their use results in the elimination of discomfort
and injury to the wearer.

The construction shown Figure 6 is substan-
tially the same as that shown in Figure 5 except
that the narrow web garter is utilized and that
button-holes 22 are provided in the garment in-
stead of the eyelets #6, Otherwise the same con-
siderations and advantages apply to this con-
struction.

The construction shown in Figure 7 is quite
similar to that shown in Figure §. However, one
end of the garter is permanently attached to the
garment as at 28, but the other end of the garter
is detachable from the garment and adjustable
with respect theretc so as to vary the length of
the garter by the same means and in the same
manner as shown and described in Figure 6. In
Figure 8, part of an inner belt garment 24 is
shown. This garment has the inner belt portion
95 and is designed primarily for use by stout per-
sons. The supporting element or garter &6 is per-
manently attached to one part of the garment as
at 27 and has its other end provided with the
cross head fastening means 28 adapied to be
passed through the eyelets or apertures 29 in the
inner belt portion of the garment.

The other garters illustrated herein may be per-
manently attached to the garments in this same
way or may be provided with various kinds of
fastening or connecting means. .

In Figure 9 is shown a simple garter construe-
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tion having the clasp element 38 secured fo ifs
lower end and a cross head fastening means 3i
connected by a flexible web to its upper end. The
garment to which the garter is to be adjustably
attached is provided with a plurality of button-
holes 32.

Figures 10 and 11 illustrate a supporting mem-
ber in the form of a shoulder strap shown as being
conneeted to an over-all construction. Part of the
garment is designated 23 and it is provided with
the metallic eye 34 through which is passed one
end of the shoulder strap or suspender 35. This
end is provided with the cross head fastening
means 36 which passes through the button-hole
37 formed in the suspender or shoulder sirap. A
plurality of these button-holes may be provided
as shown in Figure 11 %o give adjustment for
length. .

Figures 12 and 13 illustrate a similar structure
applicable to various kinds of garments. In these
figures the numeral 38 designates a shoulder strap
having the cross head fastening means 38 secured
at one end and adapted to be passed through the
button-hole 40 formed in the garment. As shown
in Figure {3 a plurality of such button-holes may
be provided to give adjustment for length.

Anocther alternative is shown in Figures 14 and
15 where instead of using button-holes 48, loop
members 4f are secured to the garment and
adapted to receive the cross head fastening means
42 which is secured to the end of the shoulder
strap or suspender 83. In the event adjustment
for length is desired, a plurality of loops 4i may
be provided as shown in Figtre 15.

it is seen that the use of these various con-
structions results in the elimination of certain de-
vices such as the usual buckles. These are expen-
sive and have a tendency to become broken or
damaged and bent and also cause considerable
discomfort to the wearer. They have a tendency
to rust and discolor the material of the garments
and supporting elements. The constructions il-
Justrated and described here eliminate the use of

such devices and provide much mcre simple and

effective media for accomplishing not only the
same result but an improved result. Where there
is substantial strain upon the garments, a free
pivotal action is provided and when there is a
relative change in the parts when in use, a free
sliding action is permitted. Furthermore, the de-
vices. are readily adjustable as to length and also
readily attachable and detachable.

It is to be expressiy understood that through-
out the specification and claim I have used the
term garter or garter member in a broad sense as
referring to supporters, suspenders and garters,
and similar accessories for wearing apparel, and
furthermore that this invention is applicable to
belts and girdles and similar supporfing means of
various kinds.

1t is to be understood that the cross bar fasten-
ing member may be connected to the supporting
element in varicus ways only one of which is
shown, that being the fiexible, foldable connec-
tion exemplified at § and !{ of Figures 1 and 3
vespectively. 'This cross head member may be con-
nected to the supporting element by a rigid metal-
lic member or by a flexible bendable metallic
member or may be formed in one piece with an
attaching means and still come within the pur-
view of this invention as long as a cross head
fastening means is utilized.

What I claim is: ’

In combination with a garment having an inner
belt construction, a- garter element connected at
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one end to the garment, the inner belt portion
being provided with a plurality of apertures of
restricted diameters, the garter element having a
cross head fastening member secured at its other
end. for insertion through any one of said aper-
tures in the inner belt portion, a garter clasp hav-

ing a loop through which the garter element is
passed, said garter clasp being slidably mounted
upon said garter element and thereby adjustable
for length with respect to said garment.

ANNETTE FRIDOLPH,
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