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1. Claim. 
This invention relates to improvements in Sup 

porting means for apparel and the principal ob 
ject of the invention is to provide such means 
which may be used in connection with garters, 
shoulder Straps, suspenders, and similar acces 
SOries So as to provide adjustable means for sup 
porting articles of wearing apparel which may be 
permanently attached or detachably connected 
to various articles. 

In articles such as above described at present 
in use, the Supporters are usually fastened perma 
nently to the garment and the adjustments are 
provided by means of metal buckles which have a 
tendency to become loose and to wear, and which 
are frequently uncomfortable to the wearer and 
also cause injury to the wearer. This invention 
provides an article of this character in Which 
all of these disadvantages are overcome and in 
Which various adjustments are readily provided 
for and in which the attachment may be made 
quickly and readily. 
Various other objects and advantages will be 

apparent from a consideration of the following 
Specification. The drawings illustrate various em 
bodiments of this invention and it is to be ex 
pressly understood that various changes in struc 
ture may be made in practice without digressing 
from my inventive ideas as defined in the append 
ed claim. 

In the dra WingS 
Figure 1 represents a front view of a supporting 

element in the form of a garter, using a wide web 
and a 'spread' connection for the fastening ele 
ments. 

Figure 2 is a rear view of the same, 
Figure 3 is a front elevation of a supporting 

means in the form of a garter utilizing a com 
paratively narrow Web with a narrow end con 
Struction for the fastening means. 

Figure 4 is a rear view of the same. 
Figure 5 represents an outside elevation of a 

garment Such as a corset, girdle and the like With 
a garter Supporting element connected thereto; 
this form showing both the detachable and ad 
justable connection. 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 5 varying 
in detail only. 

Figure 7 is a view similar to Figure 6 in which 
the Supporting element is permanently attached 
to the garment at one end and adjustably con 
nected at the other end. 

Figure 8 is a view similar to Figure 7 showing 
the adaptation of the construction to an inner 
belt garment. 

Figure 9 is a view of a supporting element in 

(C. 241-1) 
the form of a garter adjustably connected to a 
garment by means of one of a plurality of button 
holes. 

Figure 10 is a supporting element in the form of 
a shoulder strap, suspender or the like, shown 5 
in a non-adjustable construction. 

Figure 11 is a view similar to Figure 10, the con 
nection being adjustable. 

Figure 12 is a view showing the Supporting ele 
ment in the form of a shoulder strap, suspender lo 
or the like having a direct connection to a gar 
ment. 
Figure 13 is a view similar to Figure 12, the con 

nection to the garment being adjustable; and 
Figures 14 and 15 are views of Constructions 15 

similar to Figures 12 and 13 except that a differ 
ent form of connecting means is used, that is, 
loops instead of button-holes or slits. 
The constructions shown in Figures 1 to 4 

inclusive will first be described as, generally 20 
speaking, these constructions are similar show 
ing adjustable and detachable garters. In Fig 
ures 1 and 2 the numeral designates the body 
of the garter Which is preferably in the form of 
an elastic Web. To one end is secured a cross head 25 
connecting element 2 by means of a suitable tape, 
Web or other flexible non-elastic connection 3. 
This connecting element may take numerous 
other forms which may be threaded through or 
passed into an eyelet, button-hole, slit or the like. 30 
To the other end of the web a similar fastening 
element or cross head member 4 is connected by 
means of a tape or other Suitable flexible connec 
tion 5. The web or body of the garter is prefer 
ably formed or provided with a plurality of eyelets 35 
6 extending at spaced intervals through the 
length thereof, and in the construction shown in 
Figures 1 and 2 these eyelets may be located along 
a medial longitudinal line and within the spaced 
longitudinal beads or ridges formed in the fabric 40 
of the web when woven. The lower end of the 
Web is adapted to be passed through the loop 8 
of a Suitable clasp 9 and then the cross head 
member 4 threaded or passed through one of the 
eyelets or apertures 6, depending upon the length 45 
of garter desired. Of course, the cross head is 
less in thickness than the size of the eyelet or 
Opening which being formed in the elastic ma 
terial of the body, may be stretched to accommo 
date the cross head 4. On the other hand the 50 
CrOSS head is of sufficient length so as to afford 
shoulders to engage the other side of the fabric 
Web and prevent the release of the connection by 
withdrawal of the cross head through the open 
ing or aperture. Due to the length of the connect- 55 
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ing means 5 the cross head may be readily 
pulled far enough and then threaded back 
through the opening to disengage the connection 
between the croSS head and the Web. It is to be 
noted that there is provided here a very simple 
Construction for providing an attachable sup 
porter in the form of a garter and which is ad 
justabie to various length at any time and under 
any conditions whatsoever. The garter may be 
permanently attached to various garments if de 
sired, and the Supporting element 9 may be read 
ily disconiected and removed for any purpose 
Whatsoever. 
The construction shown in Figures 3 and 4. 

is essentially the same as that just described ex 
cept that the body portion is is formed of a web 
Substantially narrower than that shown in Fig 
lures 1 and 2. The flexible non-elastic connecting 
means for the cross head fastening means 2 
Inay be in the form of either a double or a single 
ply or thickness of material. 

In the constructions shown in Figures 5 and 6, 
part of a corset, girdle or other similar garment 
3 is shown. The garment may be of elastic or 

part elastic and part non-elastic; for instance, 
the part. As may be elastic and the insert or gore 
f5 may be non-elastic. This insert or gore is pro 
vided with a plurality of eyelets or holes 6 which 
are adapted to receive the cross bar fastening 
means secured by flexibie non-elastic connect 
ing means 8 to the ends of the body of the Sup 
porting element or garter 3. This element is 
constructed Substantially the same as that shown 
in Figures 1 and 2 except that the intermediate 
eyelets may be omitted. The casp 20 is provided 
With a loop 2 through which the web or body 9 
of the garter freely passes and slides, and due to 
this free sliding connection and the pivotal con 
nection afforded between the ends of the garter 
is and the garment by the cross bar fastening 
means, a free pivotal SWing is always afforded re 
Sulting in great comfort to the wearer and lack of 
wear and tear on the garments. Furthermore, 
the Connecting means are Small and thin and 
their use results in the elimination of discomfort 
and injury to the wearer. 
The construction shown in Figure 6 is Substan 

tially the Same as that shown in Figure 5 except 
that the narrow Web garter is utilized and that 
button-holes 22 are provided in the garment in 
stead of the eyelets S. Otherwise the same con 
siderations and advantages apply to this con 
struction. 
The construction shown in Figure 7 is quite 

similar to that shown in Figure 8. However, one 
end of the garter is permanently attached to the 
gament as at 23, but the other end of the garter 
is detachable from the garment and adjustable 
With respect thereto So as to vary the length of 
the garter by the Saline meats 3ind in the same 
nanner as shown and described in Figure 6. In 
Figure 8, part of an inner belt garment 24 is 
shown. This garment has the inner belt portion 
25 and is designed primarily for use by Stout per 
Sons. The Supporting element or garter 25 is per 
manently attached to one part of the garment as 
at 2 and has its other end provided with the 
cross head fastening means 33 adapted to be 
passed through the eyelets or apertures 29 in the 
inner beit portion of the garment. 
The other garters illustrated herein may be per 

manently attached to the garmentS in this same 
Way or may be provided with various kinds of 
fastening Or. Connecting means. 
In Figure 9 is shown a simple garter construc 
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tion having the clasp element 38 secured to its 
lower end and a cross head fastening means 3 
connected by a flexible web to its upper end. The 
garment to which the garter is to be adjustably 
attached is provided with a plurality of button 
holes 32. 

Figures 10 and 11 illustrate a supporting mem. 
ber in the form of a shoulder strap shown as being 
connected to an over-all construction. Part of the 
garnent is designated 33 and it is provided with 
the metallic eye 35 through which is passed one 
end of the shoulder strap or suspender 35. This 
end is provided with the cross head fastening 
means 36 which passes through the button-hole 
3i formed in the suspender or shoulder strap. A 
plurality of these button-holes may be provided 
aS shown in Figure i to give adjustment for 
length. 

Figures 12 and i3 illustrate a similar structure 
applicable to various kinds of garments. In these 
figures the numeral 38 designates a shoulder strap 
having the croSS head fastening means 39 secured 
at One eind and adapted to be passed through the 
button-hole 60 formed in the garment. As shown 
in Figure 43 a plurality of such button-holes may 
je provided to give adjustment for length. 
Another alternative is shown in Figures i4 and 

15 where instead of using button-holes 48, loop 
members á are secured to the garment and 
adapted to receive the cross head fastening means 
82 which is Secured to the end of the shoulder 
Strap or Suspender (33. In the event adjustment 
for length is desired, a plurality of loops & may 
be provided as shown in Figure 15. 

it is Seen that the use of these various con 
structions results in the eiimination of certain de 
ViceS Such as the usual buckles. These are expen 
Sive and have a tendency to become broken or 
damaged and bent and also cause considerable 
discomfort to the Wearer. They have a tendency 
to rust and discolor the material of the garments 
and Supporting elements. The constructions ill 
lustrated and described here eliminate the use of 

. Such devices and provide much more simple and 
effective media for accomplishing not only the 
same result but an improved result. Where there 
is Substantial Strain upon the garments, a free 
pivotal action is provided and when there is a 
relative change in the parts when in use, a free 
sliding action is permitted. Furthermore, the de 
vices are readily adjustable as to length and also 
readily attachable and detachable. 

It is to be expressly understood that through 
Out the Specification and claim have used the 
term garter Ol' garter member in a broad sense as 
referring to Supporters, Suspenders and garters, 
and Similar accessories for Wearing apparel, and 
furthermore that this invention is applicable to 
beits and girdles and similar supporting means of 
various kinds. 

It is to be understood that the cross bar fasten 
ing member may be connected to the supporting 
eleneat in Various Ways only one of which is 
siOWin, that being the flexible, foldable connec 
tion exemplified at 3 and of Figures 1 and 3 
'espectively. This CFOSS lead member may be con 
nected to the Supporting element by a rigid metal 
lic member or by a fiexible bendable metallic 
Inenber or may be formed in one piece with an 
attaching means and still come within the pur 
View of this invention as long as a cross head 
fastening means is utilized. 
What I claim is: - 
In combination. With a garment having an inner 

belt construction, a garter element connected at 
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One end to the garment, the inner belt portion 
being provided with a plurality of apertures of 
restricted diameters, the garter element having a 
CrOSS head fastening member secured at its other 
end for insertion through any one of said aper 
tures in the inner belt portion, a garter clasp hav 

ing a loop through which the garter element is 
passed, said garter clasp being slidably mounted 
upon said garter element and thereby adjustable 
for length. With respect to Said garment. 

ANNETTE FRIDOLPH, 
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