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(54) Card dispensing apparatus

(57)  An object of the present invention is to provide
a card dispensing apparatus that does not damage cards .
even if the cards are made of vulnerable material. Fig.5

In a card dispensing apparatus in which a surface of
one of cards is pressed toward a base disposed in a fixed
state to hold the cards in a columnar shape and a con-
veying member in contact with the card surface via an
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opening of the base is moved in a predetermined direc- /EE
tion, thereby dispensing the cards one by one in the pre- /: (% N
determined direction, the conveying member has a flat LD_‘ g®
contact surface, and is moved by flat loop movement *=\t g x
means to advance into the opening from a predetermined I ’j'&/ &
advancing position to make a surface contact with the /§L&
card surface, then linearly move in a predetermined di- s~
rection while maintaining the contact state, then retract

from the opening to a retract position, and then move to

the advancing position while maintaining its state.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-8,11-14

invention 1 (claims 1 - 8, 10): card dispensing apparatus
with means for moving a conveying member in flat Toop
invention 2 (claims 11 -14): card dispensing apparatus with
means for moving a conveying member in flat loop, means for
drawing the card, and means for retracting the conveying
member when a drawing force is applied thereto by the card

2. claim: 9
invention 3: card dispensing apparatus with means for moving
a conveying member in flat loop anf means for drawing the
card
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