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Q. 
LU 

©  Components  for  assembling  a  flower  vase. 
©  A  vase  comprises  a  frame  member  (12)  and  an  outer 
sleeve  (14)  of  generally  truncated  pyramidal  form.  A 
polyethylene  bag  (13)  is  retained  in  position  between  the 
frame  member  (12)  and  the  outer  sleeve  (14).  The  frame 
member  (12)  comprises  a  pair  of  blanks  (16)  secured 
together  by  a  rivet  (21).  The  outer  sleeve  (14)  comprises  a 
blank  having  four  side  walls  (22)  complementary  with  the 
frame  member  and  is  constructed  using  the  adhesive  backed 
flap  (23).  The  frame  member  (12)  and  the  outer  sleeve  (14) 
may  be  delivered  to  a  user  in  a  compact  flat  condition. 
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The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  vase   f o r  

f l o w e r s   a n d  i n   p a r t i c u l a r   to  c o m p o n e n t s   fo r   a s s e m b l i n g  

such  a  v a s e .  

I t   is  common  p r a c t i c e   f o r   b o u q u e t s   of  f l o w e r s   t o  

be  s e n t   to  p a t i e n t s   In  h o s p i t a l s   and  o t h e r   i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

and  v e r y   o f t e n   v a s e s   a r e   n o t   a v a i l a b l e   to  a c c o m m o d a t e  

b o u q u e t s .   A l s o ,   when  f l o w e r s   are   b e i n g   shown  at  f l o w e r  

s h o w s ,   c o m p e t i t o r s   have   to  t r a n s p o r t   v a s e s   for   showing   t h e  

f l o w e r s .   Many  of  t h e s e   v a s e s   are  l a r g e   as  well   as  b e i n g  

e a s i l y   d a m a g e d .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   p r o v i d e s   c o m p o n e n t s   f o r  

a s s e m b l i n g   a  vase   c o m p r i s i n g   a  f r a m e   member  a d a p t e d   to  b e  

a s s e m b l e d   to  an  e r e c t   c o n d i t i o n   to  d e f i n e   a  s u p p o r t   fo r   a 

w a t e r   c o n t a i n e r ,   a n d  a n   o u t e r   s l e e v e   a d a p t e d   to  f i t   o v e r  

t he   e r e c t e d   f rame  to  s e c u r e   the   f r a m e   member  in  i t s  

e r e c t e d   c o n d i t i o n .  

A d v a n t a g e o u s l y ,   t he   c o m p o n e n t s   i n c l u d e   a  w a t e r  

c o n t a i n e r   in  the  form  of  a  bag ,   the   bag  b e i n g   a d a p t e d   t o  

be  l o c a t e d   in  t he   e r e c t e d   f r a m e   and  h a v i n g   i t s   open  e n d  

b e t w e e n   the  f rame  and  the   s l e e v e .  

A d v a n t a g e o u s l y ,   t he   f r a m e   member  c o m p r i s e s   a 

base   to  which   are  a t t a c h e d   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  s i d e   w a l l s ,   a n d  

the   o u t e r   s l e e v e   c o m p r i s e s   an  e q u i v a l e n t   number  o f  



c o m p l e s m e n t a y   s i d e   w a l l s ,   the   f r a m e   member  and  t h e  

o u t e r   s l e e v e   b e i n g   f o l d a b l e   f rom  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   f l a t  

c o n d i t i o n   to  an  e r e c t   c o n d i t i o n .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   the   vase   when  a s s e m b l e d   has  a  b a s e  

of  g r e e a t e r   c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l   a r e a   than   the  mouth  of  t h e  

v a s e .   An  e x a m p l e   of  such   a  v a s e   is  a  v a s e   of  a  g e n e r a l l y  

t r u n c a t e d   p y r a m i d a l   c o n s t r u c t i o n .   The  vase   may  be  f o u r  

s i d e d   and  may  a l s o   be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s q u a r e   b a s e .  

C o n v e n i e n t l y ,   the  f r a m e   member  c o m p r i s e s   a  p a i r  

of  b l a n k s ,   e a c h   b l a n k   c o m p r i s i n g   a  ba se   e l e m e n t   and  two 

s i d e   w a l l s   f o l d a b l e   f rom  a  f l a t   c o n d i t i o n   to  an  e r e c t  

c o n d i t i o n ,   t he   two  b a s e   e l e m e n t s   b e i n g   p i v o t a l l y   s e c u r e d  

t o g e t h e r   so  t h a t   s a i d   b l a n k s   may  be  in  an  o v e r l y i n g  

r e l a t i o n s h i p   when  t he   va se   is  in  the   u n a s s e m b l e d   m o d e .  

A d v a n t a g e o u s l y ,   the  o u t e r   s l e e v e   is  p r o v i d e d  

w i t h   f l a p s   a t   i t s   l o w e r   e d g e ,   s a i d   f l a p s   b e i n g   f o l d a b l e   t o  

e n g a g e   w i th   t he   f r a m e   member .   The  f l a p s   may  b e  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   an  a d h e s i v e   b a c k i n g .   The  o u t e r   s l e e v e   may 

a l s o   be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   r e t a i n i n g   means  fo r   a  g r e e t i n g  

c a r d .  

C o n v e n i e n t l y   the  f r ame   member  and  the  o u t e r  

s l e e v e   a re   m a n u f a c t u r e d   from  c a r d .  

P r e f e r a b l y ,   the   c o m p o n e n t s   i n c l u d e   a  bag  f o r   u s e  

as  a  w a t e r t i g h t   m e m b r a n e .   The  bag  may  be  of  a  p l a s t i c s  

m a t e r i a l ,   such  as  p o l y e t h y l e n e .  



I f  d e s i r e d ,   a  b l o c k   of   f l o w e r   h o l d i n g   m a t e r i a l  

such  as  u r ea   f o r m a l d e h y d e   f o a m ,   may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h i n   t h e  

v a s e .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   h e r e i n a f t e r   be  d e s c r i b e d   m o r e  

p a r t i c u l a r l y   wi th   r e f e r e n c e   to  the   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s  

which   i l l u s t r a t e ,   by  way  of  e x a m p l e   o n l y ,   a  p r e f e r r e d  

e m b o d i m e n t   t h e r e o f .   In  the  d r a w i n g s :  

F i g u r e   1  is  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v iew  of  a  v a s e  

a s s e m b l e d   from  c o m p o n e n t s   a c c o r d i n g   to  the  i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   2  is  a  p e r s p e c t i v e   e x p l o d e d   view  of  t h e  

v a s e   s h o w i n g   a  f r ame   m e m b e r ,   bag  and  o u t e r   s l e e v e ;   a n d  

F i g u r e   3  is  a  p l a n   v i ew   of  t he   f r a m e   member  

in  a  f l a t   c o n d i t i o n .  

R e f e r r i n g   to  the   d r a w i n g s ,   the   v a s e  

10  c o m p r i s e s   a  f rame  member  12,  a  p o l y e t h y l e n e   bag  13 

and  an  o u t e r   s l e e v e   14.  The  f r a m e   member  12  c o m p r i s e s  

a  p a i r   of  b l a n k s   16,  each  of  wh ich   has  a  base   e l e m e n t   17 

two  s i d e   w a l l s   18  and  f o l d   l i n e s   19.  The  two  b l a n k s   16 

a r e  c o n n e c t e d   t o g e t h e r   by  a  r i v e t   21,  to  e n a b l e   the  b l a n k s  

to  be  r o t a t e d   from  a  p o s i t i o n   in  wh ich   one  l i e s   upon  t h e  

o t h e r ,   to  the  p o s i t i o n   in  w h i c h   the  b l a n k s   l i e   g e n e r a l l y  

a t   r i g h t   a n g l e s   to  one  a n o t h e r ,   as  shown  in  F i g u r e   3 .  

From  the  c r u c i f o r m   p o s i t i o n   as  shown,   the  f o u r   s i de   w a l l s  

18  may  be  f o l d e d   u p w a r d l y   a l o n g   the  f o l d   l i n e s   19  t o  

d e f i n e   a  g e n e r a l l y   t r u n c a t e d   p y r a m i d a l   c o n t a i n e r .  



The  o u t e r   s l e e v e   14  c o m p r i s e s   a  s i n g l e   p i e c e   o f  

m a t e r i a l   and  has  f o u r   s i d e   w a l l s   22.  The  g e n e r a l l y  

t r u n c a t e d   p y r a m i d a l   form  is   s e c u r e d   by  means   of  t h e  

a d h e s i v e   b a c k e d   f l a p   23.  Four  a d h e s i v e   b a c k e d   f l a p s   25 

are  p r o v i d e d   a t   the   l o w e r   edge   of  t he   o u t e r   s l e e v e   1 4 .  

When  the   o u t e r   s l e e v e   14  is  p o s i t i o n e d   o v e r   the   f r a m e  

member  12  t h e   a d h e s i v e   f l a p s   25  are  f o l d e d   a l o n g   the   f o l d  

l i n e s   26  and  s e c u r e d   in  p o s i t i o n   to  the  b a s e   17  of  t h e  

f r ame   member   12.  The  o u t e r   s l e e v e   14  is  a l s o   p r o v i d e d  

wi th   a  s l o t   27  fo r   a c c o m m o d a t i n g   a  g r e e t i n g   c a r d .  

A  v a s e   is  f o r m e d   by  e r e c t i n g   a  f r a m e   m e m b e r  

12  as  d e s c r i b e d ,   i n s e r t i n g   i n t o   the  f r ame   member   a 

p o l y e t h y l e n e   bag  13,  the   mouth   of  the   bag  b e i n g   f o l d e d  

o u t w a r d l y   and  o v e r   the  s i d e   w a l l s   18  of  the  f r a m e  

member ,   t h e n   b r i n g i n g   the   o u t e r   s l e e v e   14  d o w n w a r d l y   o v e r  

the  f r a m e   m e m b e r ,   so  as  to  s e c u r e   the  bag  in  p o s i t i o n ,  

and  f i n a l l y   s e c u r i n g   the  a d h e s i v e   f l a p s   25  to  t he   b a s e   o f  

the  f r a m e   m e m b e r .  

I t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   the   p r i m a r y  

c o m p o n e n t s   of  the  v a s e ,   namely   the  f r ame   member   12,   t h e  

bag  13  and  the   o u t e r   s l e e v e   14  may  be  d e l i v e r e d   to  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l   u s e r  i n   a  c o m p a c t ,   f l a t   c o n d i t i o n   wh ich   c a n  

r e a d i l y   be  e r e c t e d   when  r e q u i r e d .  

A  b l o c k   of  f l o w e r   h o l d i n g   m a t e r i a l ,   such  as  u r e a  

f o r m a l d e h y d e   foam,   not   s h o w n ,   may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h i n   t h e  



v a s e .   This   b l o c k   f u r t h e r   e n h a n c e s   t he   f l e x i b i l i t y   of  t h e  

vase   in  f l o w e r   a r r a n g i n g .  

The  v a s e s ,   when  a s s e m b l e d ,   may  be  p l a c e d   on  a 

vacuum  fo rmed   t r a y   ( a l s o   not  s h o w n ) .   The  t r a y s   p r o v i d e d  

wi th   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  w e l l s   e ach   of  wh ich   is  a d a p t e d   t o  

s u p p o r t   a  v a s e .   The  u n d e r   s i d e   of  each  t r a y   is  p r o v i d e d  

wi th   a  number   of  s p o n g e   pads   wh ich   o p e r a t e   as  n o n - s l i p  

e l e m e n t s   and  a  f r ame   is  p r o v i d e d   a b o u t   the  rim  of  the  t r a y  

to  a c t   as  a  r e i n f o r c e m e n t .   The  t r a y   f a c i l i t a t e s   d e l i v e r y  

of  p r e p a r e d   f l o w e r   a r r a n g e m e n t s   to  h o s p i t a l s   and  o t h e r  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  



1.  C o m p o n e n t s   f o r   a s s e m b l i n g   a  vase   c o m p r i s i n g   a 

f r a m e   member  (12)   a d a p t e d  t o   be  a s s e m b l e d   to  -an  e r e c t  

c o n d i t i o n   to  d e f i n e   a  s u p p o r t   for   a  w a t e r   c o n t a i n e r   ( 1 3 )  

and  an  o u t e r   s l e e v e   ( 1 4 )   a d a p t e d   to  f i t   o v e r   t h e   e r e c t e d  
f r a m e   member  to  s e c u r e   t he   f r a m e   member  in  i t s   e r e c t e d  

c o n d i t i o n .  

2.  C o m p o n e n t s   f o r   a s s e m b l i n g   a  va se   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

C l a i m   1,  i n c l u d i n g   a  w a t e r   c o n t a i n e r   in  the  form  of  a  b a g  

( 1 3 ) ,   the   bag  b e i n g   a d a p t e d   to  be  l o c a t e d   in  the   e r e c t e d  

f r a m e   and  h a v i n g   i t s   open  end  s e c u r e d   b e t w e e n   the  f r a m e  

and  the  s l e e v e .  

3.  C o m p o n e n t s   f o r   a s s e m b l i n g   a  va se   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

C l a i m   1  or  C la im  2  in  which   the  f r a m e   member  c o m p r i s e s   a 

b a s e   (17)  to  wh ich   i s   a t t a c h e d   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  s i d e   w a l l s  

( 1 8 ) ,   and  the  o u t e r   s l e e v e   c o m p r i s e s   an  e q u i v a l e n t   n u m b e r  

of  c o m p l e m e n t a r y   s i d e   w a l l s   ( 2 2 ) ,   t he   f r ame   member  and  t h e  

o u t e r   s l e e v e   each  b e i n g   f o l d a b l e   f rom  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   f l a t  

c o n d i t i o n   to  an  e r e c t   c o n d i t i o n .  

4.  C o m p o n e n t s   fo r   a s s e m b l i n g   a  vase   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

any  one  of  the   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   w h i c h   when  a s s e m b l e d  

p r o v i d e   a  vase   of  a  g e n e r a l l y   t r u n c a t e d   p y r a m i d a l  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

5.  C o m p o n e n t s   f o r   a s s e m b l i n g   a  vase   as  c l a i m e d  i n  

any  one  of  the  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   in  which   the  f r a m e  



member  c o m p r i s e s   a  p a i r   of  b l a n k s   ( 1 6 ) ,   each   b l a n k  

c o m p r i s i n g   a  ba se   e l e m e n t   ( 1 7 )   and  two  s i d e   w a l l s   ( 1 8 )  

f o l d a b l e   from  a  f l a t   c o n d i t i o n   to  an  e r e c t   c o n d i t i o n ,   t h e  

two  b a s e   e l e m e n t s   b e i n g   p i v o t a l l y   s e c u r e d   t o g e t h e r   so  t h a t  

s a i d   b l a n k s   may  be  in  an  o v e r l y i n g   r e l a t i o n s h i p   when  t h e  

v a s e   is  in  t he   u n a s s e m b l e d   m o d e .  

6.  C o m p o n e n t s   for   a s s e m b l i n g   a  vase   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

any  one  of  the   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   in  which   the   o u t e r   s l e e v e  

is  p r o v i d e d   w i th   f l a p s   (25)   at  i t s   l o w e r   e d g e ,   s a i d   f l a p s  

b e i n g   f o l d a b l e   to  e n g a g e   w i t h   t he   f r a m e   m e m b e r .  

7.  C o m p o n e n t s   for   a s s e m b l i n g   a  vase   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

C l a i m   6,  in  which   the   f l a p s   a r e   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   an  a d h e s i v e  

b a c k i n g .  

8.  C o m p o n e n t s   fo r   a s s e m b l i n g   a  va se   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

any  one  of  the  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s ,   in  which   the  f rame  member  

and  the   o u t e r   s l e e v e   are   m a n u f a c t u r e d   from  c a r d .  

9.  C o m p o n e n t s   for   a s s e m b l i n g   a  vase   as  c l a i m e d   i n  

Claim  2,  in  wh ich   the   bag  i s   of  a  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l .  

10.  A  vase   w h e n e v e r   c o n s t r u c t e d   from  c o m p o n e n t s   a s  

c l a i m e d   in  any  one  of  the   p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m s .  
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