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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Groups I-LIII, claim(s) 1-3, 22 and 31-32, drawn to an isolated polypeptide, and a method for producing a polypeptide. Group I is directed
to an isolated polypeptide encoded by SEQ ID NO:1, Group II is directed to an isolated polypeptide encoded by SEQ ID NO:3, ... Group
LI is directed to an isolated polypeptide encoded by SEQ ID NO:105. .

Groups LIV-CVI, claim(s) 4-20, 23-25 and 27-29, drawn to an isolated nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide, an expression cassette, a
recombinant vector, a cell, a transgenic plant, and a method for expressing in a plant a nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide. Group LIV is
directed to products that comprise and methods that utilize an isolated nucleic acid of SEQ ID NO:1, Group LV is directed to products
that comprise and methods that utilize an isolated nucleic acid of SEQ ID NO:3, ... Group CVI is directed to products that comprise and
methods that utilize an isolated nucleic acid of SEQ ID NO:105.

Groups CVII-CLIX, claim(s) 21, drawn to a shuffled nucleic acid. Group CVII is directed to a shuffled nucleic acid comprising at least
one fragment corresponding to a region of SEQ ID NO:1, CVIII is directed to a shuffled nucleic acid comprising at least one fragment
corresponding to a region of SEQ ID NO:3, ... Group CLIX is directed to a shuffled nucleic acid comprising at least one fragment
corresponding to a region of SEQ ID NO:105. ‘ '

Groups CLX-CCXI], claim(s) 23, drawn to a method for decreasing the expression of an isolated nucleic acid molecule of claim 4 in a
plant by expressing a ribozyme that specifically cleaves an mRNA transcript encoded by an endogenous gene corresponding to an isolated
-nucleic acid molecule of claim 4. Group CLX is directed to expressing a ribozyme that specifically cleaves an mRNA transcript encoded
by an endogenous gene corresponding to an isolated nucleic acid of SEQ ID NO:1, Group CLXI is directed to expressing a ribozyme that
specifically cleaves an mRNA transcript encoded by an endogenous gene corresponding to an isclated nucleic acid of SEQ ID NO3, ..
Group CCXIl is directed to expressing a riboZyme that specifically cleaves an mRNA transcript encoded by an endogenous gene
corresponding to an isolated nucleic actd of SEQ ID NO:105.

Groups CCXII-CCLXV, claim(s) 23, drawn to a method for decreasing the expression of an isolated nucleic acid molecule of claim 4 in

’| o plant by expressing an aptamer specifically directed to a polypeptide encoded by an isolated nucleic acid molecule of claim 4. Group
CCXIIl is directed to expressing an aptamer specifically directed to an isolated polypeptide encoded by SEQ ID NO:1, Group CCXIV is
directed to expressing an aptamer specifically directed to an isolated polypeptide encoded by SEQ ID NO:3, ... Group CCLXV is directed
to.expressing an aptamer specifically directed to an isolated polypeptide encoded by SEQ ID NO:105. : '

Groups CCLXVI-CCCXVII, claim(s) 23, drawn to a method for decreasing the expression of an isolated nucleic acid molecule of claim 4
in a plant by expressing a mutated or truncated form of an isolated nucleic acid molecule of claim 4. Group CCLXVI is directed to
expressing a mutated or truncated form of an isolated nucleic acid molecule of SEQ ID NO:1, Group CCLXVI is directed to expressing a
mutated or truncated form of an isolated nucleic acid molecule of SEQ ID NO:3, ... Group CCCXVIH is directed to expressing a mutated
or truncated form of an isolated nucleic acid molecule of SEQ ID NO:105.
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Groups CCCXIX-CCCLXX], claim(s) 23, drawn to a method for decreasing the expression of an isolated nucleic acid molecule of claim
4 in a plant by homologous recombination with a chromosomal copy of a gene corresponding to an isolated nucleic acid molecule of claim
4. Group CCCXIX is directed to homologous recombination with a chromosomal copy of a gene corresponding to an isolated nucleic acid
molecule of SBQ ID NO:1, Group CCCXX is directed to homologous recambination with a chromosomal copy of a gene corresponding to
an isolated nucleic acid molecule of SEQ ID NO:3, ... Group CCCLXXI is directed to homologous recombination with a chromosomal
copy of a gene corresponding to an isolated nucleic acid molecule of SEQ ID NO:105.

Groups CCCLXXI-CDXXIV, claim(s) 23, drawn to a method for decreasing the expression of an isolated nucleic acid molecule of claim
4 in a plant by homologous recombination with a chromosomal copy of regulatory element of a gene corresponding to an isolated nucleic
acid molecule of claim 4. Group CCCLXXT is directed to homologous recombination with a chromosomal copy of regulatory element of a
gene corresponding to an isolated nucleic acid molecule of SEQ ID NO:1, Group CCCLXXII is directed to homologous recombination
with a chromosomal copy of regulatory element of a gene corresponding to an isolated nucleic acid molecule of SEQ IDNO:3, ... Group
CDXXIV s directed to homologous recombination with a chromosomal copy of regulatory element of & gene corresponding to an isolated
nucleic acid molecule of SEQ ID NO:105. )

Groups CDXXV -CDLXXVIL, claim(s) 26, drawn to an antibody that specifically binds to the polypeptide of claim 1. Group CDXXV is
directed to an antibody that specifically binds to an isolated polypeptide encoded by SEQ IDNO:1, Group CDXXVI is directed to an
antibody that specifically binds to an isolated polypeptide encoded by SEQ ID NO:3, ... Group CDLXXVIL is directed to an antibody that
specifically binds to an isolated polypeptide encoded by SEQ ID NO:105.

Groups CDLXXVII -DXXX, claim(s) 30, drawn to a product isolated from a transformed plant. Group CDLXXVIIL is directed to a
product isolated from a plant transformed with an isolated nucleic acid of SEQ ID NO:1, Group CDLXXIX is directed to a product
isolated from a plant transformed with an isolated nucleic acid of SEQ ID NO:3, ... Group DXXX is directed to a product isolated from a.
plant transformed with an isolated nucleic acid of SEQ ID'NO:105.

The inventions listed as Groups I-DXXX do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

The inventions listed as Groups I-lDXXX do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or-corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: :

‘A) The invention has no special technical feature that defined the contribution over the prior art, or
B) Unity of invention between different categories of inventions will only be found to exist if specific combinations of inventions are
present. Those combinations include: :

1) A product and a special process of manufacture of said product.

2) A product and a process of use of said product. )

3) A product, a special process of manufacture of said product, and a process of use of said product.

4) A product and an apparatus specially designed to carry out said process. :

5) A product, a special process of manufacture of said product, and an apparatus specially designed to carry out said process.

A) The technical feature linking the inventions of Groups I-LIII is a polypeptide for-abiotic stress tolerance encoded bya nucleic acid
molecule isolated from Oryza sativa. However, a polypeptide for abiotic stress tolerance encoded by a nucleic acid molecule isolated
from Oryza safiva is obvious or anticipated over DUBOUZET et al. (The Plant Journal, February 2003, Vol. 33, pages 751-763), for
example, and therefore does not constitute a special technical feature as defined by PCT Rule 13.2, because it does not define a
contribution over the prior art. The special technical feature of each of Groups I-LIII is the particular sequence characteristic of each
group.

The technical feature linking the inventions of Groups LIV-CLIX is a nucleic acid molecule isolated from Oryza sativa that
encodes a polypeptide for abiotic stress tolerance. However, a nucleic acid molecule isolated from Oryza sativa that encodes a
polypeptide for abiotic stress tolerance is obvious or anticipated over DUBOUZET et al. (The Plant Journal, February 2003, Vol. 33,
pages 751-763), for example, and therefore does not constitute a special technical feature as defined by PCT Rule 13.2, because it does
not define a contribution over the prior art. The special technical feature of each of Groups LIV-CLIX is the particular sequence
characteristic of each group.

The technical feature linking the inventions of Groups CLX-CDXXIV is decreasing the expression of nucleic acid molecules
isolated from Oryza sativa that encode polypeptides for abiotic stress tolerance. However, decreasing the expression of nucleic acid
molecules isolated from Oryza sativa that encode polypeptides for abiotic stress tolerance is obvious or anticipated over LI et al. (Biol.
Pharm. Bull., February 2003, Vol 26, No. 2, pages 256-261), for example, and therefore does not constitute a special technical feature as
defined by PCT Rule 13.2, because it does not define a contribution over the prior art. The special technical feature of each of Groups
CLX-CDXXIV is the particular materials required to practice the particular methodologies.

The technical feature linking the inventions of Groups CDXXV-CDLXXVII is an antibody that specifically binds to a
polypeptide for abiotic stress tolerance encoded by a nucleic acid molecule isolated from Oryza sativa. However, an antibody that
specifically binds to a polypeptide for abiotic stress tolerance encoded by a nucleic acid molecule isolated from Oryza sativa is obvious or
anticipated over LI et al. (Biol. Pharm. Bull., February 2003, Vol. 26, No. 2, pages 256-261), for example, and therefore does not
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constitute a special technical feature as defined by PCT Rule 13.2, because it does not define a contribution over the prior art. The special
technical feature of each of CDXXV-CDLXXVI is the particular antibody characteristic of each group.

The technical feature linking the inventions of Groups CDLXXVII-DXXX is a product isolated from a transformed plant.
However, a product isolated from a transformed plant is obvious or anticipated over either of DUBOUZET et al. (The Plant Journal,
February 2003, Vol. 33, pages 751-763) or LI et al. (Biol. Pharm. Bull., February 2003, Vol. 26, No. 2, pages 256-261), for example, and
therefore does not constitute a special technical feature as defined by PCT Rule 13.2, because it does not define a contribution over the
prior art. The special technical feature of each of Groups CDLXXVII-DXXX is the particular product isolated. -

Groups I-LITL, Groups LIV-CLIX, Groups CLX-CDXXIV, Groups CDXXV-CDLXXVII and Groups CDLXXVII-DXXX are
not linked by a technical feature.

B) The allowed combinations do not include multiple products and multiple methods of using said products as claimed in the instant
application; See MPEP § 1850. Applicant's claims encompass multiple inventions and do not have a special technical feature which links
the inventions one to the other and they thus lack unity of invention.

Continuation of B. FIELDS SEARCHED Item 3:
STN (agricola, biosis, bictecno, caba, caplus, medline, uspatfull): inventor names, pltmt, stress, protein. STIC sequence search for SEQ
IDNO:1.
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