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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, CEaRLES JaocoB KELLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bloomsburg, in the county of Columbu and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Ear-Muf-
flers; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
theinvention, such as will enable othersskilled
in the art to Which it appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention relates to ear-mufflers; and its
object is to provide a device of thischaracter
which can be folded into a compact bundle
adapted to be conveniently carried in the
pocket and which can be quickly opened to
assume a position upon the head.

Another object is to provide means whereby
the coverings of the mufflers can be held dis-
tended while in use.

Still another object is to provide means for
causing the coverings to assume their proper
positions for use when the device is opened.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consistsof a spring-bow having
curved extensions at the ends thereof, said ex-
tensions forming pivots for rings to which are
connected the ear-coverings of the muffler.
These coverings are formed of two layers
which completely surround the rings and the
curved extensions. Projecting dev1ces are
formed with the extensions in such a manner
as to interlock with the bow to hold the muf-
flers one upon the other, as in a compact
bundle.

The invention also consists in further novel
construction and combination of parts here-
inafter fully described and claimed.

Intheaccompanying drawings I haveshown
the preferred forms of my invention.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the mufiler, the ear-covering being
removed from oneof the rings thereof. FIO‘
2 1s a perspective view of the muffler with the
coverings removed and showing the device
folded. Fig. 8 is anenlarged section through
one of the ear-coverings and its ring.

Referring to the ﬁdures by numerals of ref-
erence, 1 is a spring—bow having curved ex-
tensions 2 at the endsthereof, each of said ex-
tensions terminating in a hook 3. A ring 4,
preferably formed ot sheet metal, is prov1ded
adjacent each extension and is hmored thereto
by means of ears 5, extending from the ring
and having apertures throuOh which the ex-
tensions project. Kach of these rings is in-

closed by an ear-covering 6, formed of suit-
able fabric, and this covering also incloses
the extension 2.

The mufiler herein described is placed in po-
sition upon the ears by springing the exten-
sions 2 apart a sufficient distance to permit
the rings 4 to encircle the ears. When the
rings are in this position, the curved exten-
sions 2 will press the fabric covering 6 out-
ward to form a substantially concavo-convex
receptacle for the ear. When the muffler is
not in use, it can be detached and the bow 1
bent so as to bring the two rings 4 in position
one upon the other. The hoolks 3 can then be
placed into engagement with the adjoining
portions of the bow, as shown in Fig. 2, and
the entire muffler will therefore be locked in
a folded position and can be conveniently car-
ried in a small space.

It will be seen that this device is very sim-
ple and inexpensive in construction and can
be folded into a compact bundle when not in
use. As the ring is of flat steel, it can only
be turned in one direction, and therefore the
lining is always kept upon the inside. It will
protect the ears without danger of accidental
displacement, and when it is opened the cov-
erings 6 will be disposed with their linings in
proper position to contact with the ears. Said
coverings can therefore be lined with a mate-
rial different from that on their outer faces,
and it is not necessary to carefully adjust them
during their application.

In the foregoing description I have shown
the preferred forms of my invention; but 1
do not limit myself thereto, as I am aware
that modifications may be made therein with-
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing
the advantages thereof, and I therefore re-
serve the right to make such changes as fairly
fall within the scope of my invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. An ear-muffler compnsmfr a spring-bow
formed in a single piece and having a curved
extension at each end, endless sheet - metal
rings, ears extending from opposite portions
of the rings and engaged by the end curved
extensions, a fabric covering inclosing each
of the rings and the adjoining curved exten-
sion, and hooks integral with the extensions
and projecting at right angles from the planes
occupied thereby, said hooks adapted to en-
gage the bow to hold the rings in position one
upon the other.
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9. An ear-muffler comprising flat sheet-
metal rings having ears extending at right
angles therefrom at diametrically opposite
points, ‘a spring-bow interposed between the
rings, curved extensions integral with the ends
of the bow and projecting through the ears,
said extensions being adapted to lie flat upon
their respective rings to. prevent rotation
thereof, and hooks integral with the exten-

1o sions and projecting at right angles to the

planes occupied thereby, said hooks adapted
to engage the bow to hold the rings in posi-
tion one upon the otheér.

In testimony whereof L havesigned my name

tothis specification in the presence of two sub- 15

scribing witnesses.
CHARLES JACOB KELLER.
Witnesses:
Crype CuHAs. YETTER,
Epwarp CASEY.




