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This invention relates to an improvement in paint pail
holder and deals particularly with a device for holding
a pail of paint or other material in a desired relation
upon a ladder. )

Various types of devices have been provided for sup-
porting a paint pail upon a ladder. It has long been
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recognized that difficulty exists in painting while standing .

upon a ladder due to the fact that the paint pail, when
suspended from a ladder, is not readily accessible. The
previous devices have been usually cumbersome and com-
plicated and also costly to produce. As a result not
many paint pail supports are on the market at the present
time in spite of the numerous devices which have been
patented, ’

It is an object of the present invention to provide a de-
vice for supporting a paint pail to one side of a ladder
where it is readily accessible for use. By supporting the
paint in this manner much time and effort is saved, re-
sulting in decreased cost, as well as increased convenience.

A feature of the present invention resides in the fact that
the paint pail support is designed for attachment to either
side of the ladder depending upon the position best suited
to the painter and to the work being done. The device
is reversible so that the paint pail may be quickly moved
from one side of the ladder to the other when desired.

A feature of the present invention resides in the pro-
vision of a paint pail support which is extremely simple
in form and which may be produced at low cost. The
device comprises two main parts which are normally se-
cured together by a separable connection such as a pivot
bolt. Both parts of the structure are preferably formed
of wire or bar type material which is bent to the desired
form. One type of the structure comprises a receptacle
for supporting the pail while the other part comprises a
device designed for attachment to the ladder.

A feature of the present invention lies in the provision
of a paint pail holder which is attached to a ladder engag-
ing bracket and which includes a supporting portion ex-
tending downwardly from the ladder bracket to engage the
side wall of the ladder. As a result the paint pail support
is pressed against the side of the ladder, thus holding the
support in proper relation to the ladder.

A further feature of the present invention lies in the
provision of a ladder engaging bracket which includes a
central pivot engaging portion designed to overlic the
cuter surface of a ladder rail. This pivot support is con-
nected by two spaced transverse members which are de-
signed to extend over the forward surface of the ladder
rail. Diverging hooks are connected to the ends of the
transverse portions, each hook being designed to extend
along the inner surface of the ladder rail with the upper-
most hook engaging over a ladder rung. While one hook
engages the rung the other hook holds the bracket in
fixed relation to the ladder.

A further feature of the present invention resides in
the provision of a pail encircling ring which is supported
above the base of the paint pail supporting portion of the
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structure. The ring is of sufficient diameter to encircle the
largest paint pail normally used on such occasions and
holds the paint pail from tilting while supported upon
the base portion of the holder.

These and other objects and novel features of the
present invention will be more clearly and fully set forth
in the following specification and claims.

In the drawings forming a part of my specification:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the paint pail holder
in position on a ladder.

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the paint pail
holder in readiness for use.

Figure 3 is a front elevational view of the holder.,

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the pail holding portion
of the apparatus.

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the ladder attachment
bracket, the bracket being tilted to better disclose the con-
struction thereof.

The paint pail holder is designated in general by the

letter A and is designed for attachment with a ladder
such as B. The ladder of the type normally employed uses
a pair of generally parallel side rails 10 which are con-
nected by longitudinally spaced rungs 11. The rails 10
may vary somewhat in size and shape, but are normally
of substantially standard size.
* The holder A includes a pivot supporting eye 12, one
end of which is bent downwardly as indicated at 13 and
off-set at its lower end as indicated at 14. The holder is
normally formed of two lengths of wire rod or similar
material which may be of any desired cross section. The
off-set lower end 14 of the downwardly extending portion
13 is connected to a horizontally extending supporting por-
tion 15 designed to extend beneath the paint pail to sup-
port the same. An upwardly directed portien 16 is con-
nected to the horizontally extending portion 15 at a point
spaced from the eye 12 a distance sufficient to accommo-
date a paint pail C therebetween. The upper extremity
of the upwardly extending portion 16 is bent into ring
shaped form to form a can encircling ring 17.

In order to form a more secure support for the paint
pail a ring shaped member 19 may be spot welded to the
horizontally extending portion 15 in axial alignment with
the ring 17. The ring 19 is normally of smaller diameter
than the ring 17 so that a smaller can of paint, or the
tapered lower end of a paint pot may be readily supported
thereupon.

The ladder engaging bracket portion of the device is
indicated in general by the numeral 28. This bracket
portion includes a central loop 21 which is of proper size
to accommodate a pivot bolt, the ends 22 and 23 of the
loop 21 being bent into alignment to provide oppositely
directed portions 24 and 25. These aligned portions 24
and 25 are bent at substantially right angles to provide
ladder rail spanning portions 26 and 27 which are de-
signed to extend over the forward edge surface 29 of the
ladder rails 10. The ends of the ladder spamning por-
tions are provided with diverging shanks 30 and 31
which terminate in inwardly directed hook ends 32 and 33.
The hook ends face one another so that when one hook
end is hooked over a ladder rung, the extremity of the
hook is directed downwardly while the other hook is di-
rected upwardly in spaced relation.

As indicated in Figures 1 and 2 of the drawings, the
bracket 20 is designed to fit about the rail 10 of a ladder
B. The transversely extending portions 26 and 27 ex-
tend over the forward face 19 of the rail, while the eye
or loop 21 extends on the outside of the rail, while the
hook extremities 32 and 33 lie against the inner surface
of the rail 10. Thus the bracket fixes the position of the
pail support when hooked upon a ladder rung.

A pivot bolt 34 extends through the loop 21 and through
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the eye 12 to pivotally connect the two main parts of the
pail holder. A wing nut 35 or other suitable tightening
means is provided upon the bolt 34 so that the two
parts may be clamped in proper angular relation. The
bracket is designed to pivot relative to the pail holder
so as to compensate for varying angles at which the ladder
may be inclined and also to permit the ladder engaging
bracket to be pivoted into a reverse direction when the
bracket is attached to the opposite rail 10 from the one
illustrated in the drawings.

When the ladder is in place, the offset 14 bencath the
pivot point engages against the outer surface of the ladder
rail and provides a brace for the horizontally extending
portion 15. This greatly strengthens the support and
permits the support to be made of lighter weight ma-
terial than would otherwise be necessary.

In accordance with the patent statutes, I have described
the principles of construction and operation of my paint
pail holder and while I have endeavored to set forth the
best embodiment thereof, I desire to have it understood
that obvious changes may be made within the scope of the
following claims.

1 claim:

1. A paint pail holder including two main portions
formed of metal rod material, one of said portions com-
prising a ladder engaging bracket portion and the other
a paint container holding portion, said ladder engaging
bracket portion comprising a single strip of metal rod ma-
terial having a central loop section to accommodate a pivot
bolt, an integral pair of aligned oppositely directed rod end
portions bent in right angles to provide a pair of spaced
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ladder rail supports and inwardly directed ladder rung
hook ends facing one another in spaced relationship to
said pair of spaced ladder. rail supports, said paint pail
holding portion comprising a metal rod having a support-
ing eye section to accommodate a pivot bolt, an integral
rod section extending downwardly from said eye section in
offset relationship thereto to engage against a ladder rail,
an integral pail supporting rod section extending hori-
zontally from said downwardly extending section, an in-
tegral upwardly directed section connected to the hori-
zontally extended section and having a can encircling
ring at the end thereof on a plane parallel to the axis of
the said horizontally extending supporting rod section,
and pivot bolt means connecting the ladder engaging
bracket portion to the paint pail holding portion at said
hook and eye sections.

2. The structure of claim 1, wherein said ring is an
integral portion of said upwardly directed section and the
meeting ends of the bend forming the ring are in unjoined
and open relationship and said paint pail holding portion
includes an auxiliary paint container supporting means.
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