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(64) Abstract Title

Device to aid nappy changing

(567) A device to aid nappy changing consisting of three parts the main two sections of which 1 lie one over
the other beneath the infant's head and shoulders. Vertical extensions 4 of these sections rise on either side of
the infant's torso keeping the infant's arms at approximately 90° to it. A panel 10 is attached between the
vertical extensions, above the infant's torso, bridging the gap between them and preventing the infant's hands
and arms moving downward. The vertical extensions have inner edges 5 at an angle to them. These help the
device remain in place and stop the edges digging in to the torso. The distance between the vertical
extensions can be adjusted to allow the device to be used on infants of different sizes. The main sections of the
device are flexible to allow it to be used with changing mats with raised sides. They may slide relative to each
other to adjust the spacing between the extensions 4 are held in place by elastic bands 2.
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DEVICE TO AID NAPPY CHANGING

This invention relates to a device designed to keep an infants hands and arms away from its
nappy and lower body whilst its nappy is being changed.

Babies and young children frequently attempt to touch their lower body and nappy whilst
being changed. This causes hvgiene problems and makes it difficult to perform the task of
changing. Devices to overcome this problem are often complex and/or cause distress fo
the infant.

Objects of this invention are to provide a device to keep an infant's hands and arms away
from its lower body and nappy whilst being changed which is easy and sate to use with
infants of different sizes.

Accordingly, this device consists of two parts, the main sections of which lie one over the
other beneath the infant's head and shoulders. Vertical extensions of these sections rise on
either side of the infant's torso keeping the upper arms at approximately 90° o if. A single
flat panel is attached fo the vertical sections. above the infant's forso, bridging the gap
between them and preventing the infant hands and arms moving downward.

Preferably the device is made of a plastics material.

A preferred embediment of the device will now be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which:

FIGURE 1 shows a three dimensicnal representation of the device.

FIGURE 2 shows a plan view of the device with an infant in position.

FIGURE 3 shows a section of part of the device in place on a standard baby changing mat.
FIGURE 4 shows part of one of the vertical extensions and the flat panel.

Figure 1 shows the three parts of the device. The main sections 1 of each part lie one over
the other and are secured together by elastic bands 2. The elastic bands are held in place
by a notch 3 on each side of the main sections.

With the elastic bands removed the parts can slide over each other to adjust the space
between the vertical extensions 4 to dllow the device to be used with infants of different
sizes. When the device is adjusted to the correct size the elastic bands are replaced to

secure the parts. The panel 10 is then attached to the vertical extensions using hook and
loop fastening tape.

The hook side 11 of the fastening tape is attached horizontally to one side of the panel 10
and the loop side 12 of the fastening tape is attached vertically to the vertical extensions as
shown in figure 4. This allows the panel to be attached at any height and with any gap set
between the vertical extensions. It also means the softer loop side is next to the infant’s skin.

Figure 2 shows the device restraining the infant’s arms 6. The infant’s ciothes 7 are also held
out of the way of the nappy to prevent accidental soiling. With the device in place the
abifity of the infant to role onto its side is reduced.



The weight of the infant's head and shoulders bearing down on the main sections keeps the
device in place on the changing surface and also keeps the vertical extensions in an
upright position.

The inner edges 5 of the vertical extensions are at an angle to them so as to lie down the
sides of the infant. This helps the device remain in place and stops the edges digging in to
the torso.

Figure 3 shows how the main sections of the device are flexible to allow it o be used on a
changing mat with raised sides 8. This drawing also shows the position of the inner edge of
the vertical extension against the infant’s torso 9.



CLAIMS

1.

A device to aid nappy changing with main sections, that are placed under an infants
head and shoulders, with vertical extensions rising on either side of the infant’s torso to
keep it's arms at approximately 90° to the torso so the hands and arms are kept away
from the nappy.

A device as claimed in Claim 1 where the sections can be moved over each other to
adjust the distance between the vertical extensions.

A device as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 2 where the sections are held together by
elastic bands.

A device as claimed in any preceding claim that has inner edges to the vertical
extensions, at an angle to them, to prevent the inner edge digging in to the infant's
torso.

A device as claimed in any preceding claim that has a panel attached between the
vertical extensions bridging the gap between them.

A device to aid nappy changing substantially as herein described and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings.



Amendments to the claims have been filed as follows

4___

CLAIMS

1.

A device to aid nappy changing that keeps an infant's hands and arms away from it's
nappy and lower body, comprising:

two flat, flexibie horizontal panels. that are placed beneath a lying infant’s head and
shoulders, that can be moved over each other so as to adjust the gap between vertical
extensions of these panels which rise on either side of tne infant's chest keeping it's arms
at approximately 90° to the rest of the body. with a third fiat panel attached between
the vertical extensions, directly above the infants chest, preventing the infant's hands or
arms being manoeuvred downward,

A device as claimed in Claim 1 that has the third panel attached between the vertical
extensions, using hook-and-loop tape, which aliows the height of the panei to be
adjusted in relation to the horizontal panels, irespective of the adjusted distance
between the vertical extensions.

A device as claimed in Claim 1 where the horizontal panels are held together by elastic
bands so as o maintain alignment of the two panels and the vertical extensions thereof,

A device as claimed in Claim 1 that has inner edges to the vertical extensions, at an
angle to them, to prevent the inner edge digging in fo the infant's chest.

A device to aid nappy changing substantially as herein described and itiustrated in the
accompanying drawings.
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