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(54) Liquid-dispensing containerrack

(57) Arackforcarrying aliquid-dispensing
container (11), ofthe type having a liquid
outlet(13) ata lower end of one side wall, in
a position suitable for dispensing liquidto a
receptacle positioned below it, comprising
aninclined seat member (10) adapted to
supportthe liquid-dispensing container
{11) sothatitadopts a correspondingly
inclined attitude. A stop member (18) is
positioned above the level of the seat
member (10) and abuts a side wall of the
container (11) to prevent the container
fromtipping or sliding off the seat member
(10). Therack can be constructed for
free-standing operation on a horizontal
surface orforattachment to a vertical wall
surface. The rackincludes a framework of
relatively pivotable members which is
adaptedto be collapsible into a single plane
when notin use.
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SPECIFICATION
Liquid-dispensing container rack

5 Thepresentinvention residesin arack systemfor
supporting liquid-dispensing containers, particularly
wine boxes.

Recent developmentsin wine dispensing contain-
ers have shown wine boxes to be of great practicality.

10 Wine boxes usually consist of a rectangular shaped,
cardboard box into which is fitted a plastics container.
The container has a tap positioned nearthe bottom of
the box for dispensing wine therefrom. These boxes
are cheaper to manufacture and are more easily

15 disposed ofthan the conventional wine bottle. Their
principal advantage however, is that wine can be
dispensed over a period of weeks or even months
without deterioration of the remaining contents of the
container. Thus they are gaining great polularity

20 among winedrinkers.

Unlike wine bottles, which are usually stored and
displayed in suitable racks, itis usual for wine boxes to
be placed on a kitchen or living room surface and to be
stored there until wine is required whereupon the

25 wine box s either picked up or brought to the edge of
the surface to allow room to dispense the wine into a
glass positioned under the tap. This method of
dispensing wine from such containers has been found
in practice to be rather inconvenient.

30 Itisanobjectofthe presentinventionto provide a
rack system for storing and displaying wine boxes,
suitably adapted so that when mounted in such a rack,
awine boxisin a position to dispense wine atany time
in a convenientand efficient manner.

35 Inaccordance with the presentinvention thereis
provided a rack for carrying a liquid-dispensing
container, of the type having aliquid outlet at a lower
end of one side wall, in a position suitable for
dispensing liquid to a receptacle positioned below it,

40 the rack comprising aninclined seatmemberfor
supporting the liguid-dispensing container so that it
adopts a correspondingly inclined attitude, and a stop
member which is positioned to abut said one side wall
ofthe container to prevent the container from tipping

45 orsliding off the seat member.

Preferably, the rack includes a framework of re-
latively pivotable members which is adapted to be
collapsible into a single plane when notin usefor ease
of storage.

50 Therackcan be constructed for free-standing
operation on a horizontal surface or for attachment to
avertical wall surface.

Advantageously, the rackis made of wood but other
materials could be used as required.

55 Theinvention is described further hereinafter, by
way of example only, with reference to the accom-
panying drawings, in which:—

Fig. 1is an isometric view from above of one
embodiment of a wine box rackin accordance with the

60 presentinvention;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the embodiment of Fig. 1.
showing a wine box disposed inits operational
position on the rack;

Fig. 3 is anisometric view from above of a further

65 embodiment ofthe presentinvention; and

Fig. 4is a side elevation of the embodiment of Fig. 2
showing a wine box disposed in its operational
position on the rack.

The embodiment of Figs. 1and 2isinthe form ofa

70 free standing wine box rack comprising a base seat
member 10 whose top surface 12, in use of the rack,
forms a seat for awine box 11 as shown diagrammati-
cally in Fig. 2. When in an operational position thetop
surface 12isinclined downwardly so that the edge 14

75 of base seat member 10 is lower than the edge 16.
Thus, when the wine box 11 is seated on the top
surface 12 as shown in Fig. 2, it adopts a correspon-
dingly inclined attitude such as to allow substantially
all of the wine within the wine box to be dispensed

80 through the tap 13 under gravity, so minimising the
need for manual handling of the wine box during
dispensing.

To provide supportforthewinebox 11 and to
prevent it from slipping forwardly off the top surface

85 12, an elongate support member 18is provided having
asurface 20 which is disposed perpendicularly to the
top surface 12 of the seat member 10, the elongate
support member 18 being situated above the level of
the edge 14 of base seat member 10. The front surface

90 ofthe wine box 11, when seated on the surface 12, is
arrangedto lie in contact with the surface 20 of the
elongate support member 18 which thereby provides
adequate forward support for the wine box.

Base seat member 10is supported by a framework

95 of elongate members 22a, 22b, 24a,24b, 18and 26 on
which the base seat member 10 is mounted by means
of four dowels 28 which are received in respective
holes in the end surfaces 30 and 32 of the seat member
10. In each end surface 30 and 32, one of said holes is

100 located near edge 14 and on the other of said holes
near edge 16. Elongate members 24a, 24b each have
two holes, one located in an intermediate section
thereofand one near an upper end section. Respective
dowels 28 are inserted through said holes of each

105 upper end section of each elongate members 24a, 24b
so asto protrude into the holes located near edge 16 of
base seat member 10.

Elongate members 22a, 22b each have two holes

located in a middle section thereof. Respective dowels
110 29 are inserted through the lower of the two holesin

elongate members 22a, 22b so as to protrude into the

holes located in said intermediate sections of elongate

members 24a, 24b and thereby pivotally interconnect

the pair of members 22a, 24a and the pair of members
115 22b, 24b respectively.

An elongate member 26 interconnects the bottom
ends of elongate members 22a, 22b and is fixed
therein by means of suitable mortice and tenon joints.
Elongate support member 18is also fixed by suitable

120 mortice and tenon joints between the top ends of

The drawing(s) originally filed were informal and the print here reproduced is taken from
a later filed formal copy.

The claims were filed later than the filing date within the period prescribed by Rule 25(1)
of the Patents Rules 1982.
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elongate members 22a, 225. Thus, elongate member

26 and elongate support member 18 provide a rigidity

to the wine box rack.

When in an operational position, the lower ends of
5 the elongate members 22a, 22b, 243, 24b standon a
suitable horizontal surface (not shown). When notin
use, the rack can be collapsed into a single planeto
provide for easy storage. This is achieved by with-
drawing the dowels 28 from the two holes located
near edge 14 of base seat member 10 and from the
upper hole of each pair of holes in elongate members
22a, 22b. The remaining dowels then provide swivels
to allow the wine box rack to collapse.

The wine box rack of Figs. 3 and 4 is suitable for
mounting on a vertical wall (not shown) and compris-
es a base seat member 42 whose top surface 44, inuse
of the rack, forms a seat for a wine box 45, as shown
diagrammatically in Fig. 4. When in an operational
position, the top surface 44 is inclined downwardly so
thatthe edge 46 of base seat member 42 is lower than
the edge 48. Thus, when the wine box 45 is seated on
top surface 44 as shownin Fig. 4, itadoptsa
correspondingly inclined attitude such as to allow
substantially all of the wine within the wine box to be
dispensed through the tap 47 under gravity, so
minimising the manual handling of the wine box
during dispensing.

To provide supportforthe wine box45 andto
prevent the wine box from slipping forwardly off the
top surface 44, an elongate support member50 is
provided having a surface 52 which is disposed
perpendicularly to the top surface 44 of seat member
42, the elongate support member 50 being situated
above the level of the edge 46 of base seat member 42.
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disposed is arranged to lie in contact with the surface
52 of the elongate support member 50 which thereby
provides adequate forward support for the wine box.

Base seat member 42 is supported by a framework
ofelongate members 54a, 54b, 56a, 56b, 57 and 58, on
which the base seat member 42 is mounted by means
of four dowels 60 which are received in respective
holes in the end surfaces 62 and 64 of the seat member
42.In each end surface 62 and 64, one holeis located
near edge 46 and the other hole near edge 48.
Elongate members 56a, 56b each have two of said
holes, one located in an intermediate section thereof
and one near a lower end section. Respective dowels
60 are inserted through said holes of each intermedi-
ate section of each elongate member 56a, 56b so asto
protrude into the holes located near edge 46 of base
seat member 42. Elongate members 54a, 54b each
have two of said holes, one located in a middle section
and one in lower end section thereof. Respective
dowels 63 are inserted through each hole located ina
lower end section of each elongate member 54a, 54b,
so asto protrude into the holes located in said lower
end section of each elongate members 56a, 56b to
thereby pivotly interconnect the pair of members 54a,
564a, and the pair of members 54b and 56b respec-
tively.

Elongate meinbers 57 and 58 interconnect the top
ends and the bottom ends respectively of elongate
members 54a, 54b and are fixed therein by means of
65 suitable T-joints, and mortice and tenon joints 66b,
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respectively. Elongate support member 50 is also
fixed by suitable mortice and tenon joints between the
top ends of elongate members 56a, 56b. Thus,
elongate members 57 and 58 and elongate support
member 50 provide a rigidity to the wine box rack.

Elongate member 57 includes two holes 70 which
are provided for enabling the wine box rack 40to be
fixed to a wall by means of suitable fitments such as
SCrews.

When notin use, the rack can be collapsedinto a
single plane parallel and adjacent tothe vertical wall
onwhich the wine box rack 40 is fixed. This is achieved
by withdrawing the dowels 60 from the holes located
near edge 48 of base seat member42 and in the
intermediate section of elongate members 56a, 56b.
The remaining dowels then provide swivels to allow
the wine boxrack to collapse.

The width of both embodiments as described can be
chosen such that any desired number of wine boxes:
can be placed side by side on the rack to give a suitable
choice of wines. In use, the base seat memberis
arranged to be positioned so that it lies a suitable-
distance above a surface on which a wine glassmay
be disposed so that wine may be easily poured into the
glass from the selected wine box.

in both embodiments, the framework members and
base seat members would normally be made of wood.
However, other materials could be used if desired.

Although thisinvention has been described for use
with wine boxes, it may, just as well, be used for
housing suitable dispensers of any other fluid.
CLAIMS

1. Arackforcarrying a liquid-dispensing contain-
er, ofthe type having a liquid outlet at a lower end of
one side wall, in a position suitable for dispensing
liquid to a receptacle positioned belowit, the rack
comprising an inclined seat member for supporting
the liquid-dispensing container so thatitadoptsa
correspondingly inclined attitude, and a stop member
which is positioned to abut said one side wall ofthe
container to prevent the container from tipping or
sliding off the seat member.

2. Arackasclaimedinclaim 1, comprising a
framework of relatively pivotable members which is
adapted to be collapsible into a single plane when not
in use for ease of storage.

3. Arackasclaimed in claim 2wherein the
framework includes two pairs of elongate members
disposed respectively attwo opposite ends of the seat
member for supporting the latter memberinits
inclined operational position, the two elongate mem-
bersin each said pair being pivotally interconnected to:
permit collapse of the framework when natin use.

4. Arackasclaimed in claim 3, wherein thetwa
elongate members in each said pair are pivotally
interconnected intermediate their ends, the ends of
said two members of each pair which lie belowthe
level of said pivotal interconnection being adapted to
engage a horizontal surface above which the contain-
eris to be supported and the seat member being
connected to both of the two members of each pair of
said members at positions above the [evel of said
pivotal interconnection.

5. Arackas claimed inclaim 4, wherein the stop
member interconnects two of the elongate members
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ata position above the connection of the latter
members with the seat members.

6. Arackmember as claimedin claim 3, wherein
one member of each of said pair of elongate members
is adaptedto be fixed to a vertical well surface, the
other elongate member in each said pair being
attached pivotally atits lower end to said one member,
the upper ends of said two other members ofeach pair
being interconnected by said stop member, andthe
seat member being connected to said two pairs of
elongate members at positions above the level of said
pivotal interconnection.

7. Arackasclaimed in any of claims 1to 6, wherein
the surface of the stop member, which is adapted to
engage the containerisflatand liesin aplane
substantially perpendicularto the surface ofthe
inclined seat member on which the container sits.

8. Arackasclaimed inany of claims 1to 7, made of
wood.

9. Arackfor carrying aliquid-dispensing contain-
er, substantially as hereinbefore described with refer-
enceto and asillustated in Fgs. 1and 2 orin Fgs. 3and
4 of the accompanying drawings.
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