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This invention relates to baby appliances in general,
and is particularly directed to a device for the retentive
support of a small baby in a pseudo kneeling-prone posi-
tion with a substantial freedom of movement of the arms
and legs to facilitate exercise and conditioning conducive
to the act of crawling, or as it is more popularly termed,
creeping.

Before a small baby is able to crawl or creep, the arm
and leg muscles must develop sufficiently to support the
baby’s weight. In addition the baby must be conditioned
to the assumption of a creeping position and the conduct
of coordinated arm and leg movements.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to
provide a baby exercising device which is arranged to en-
courage development and conditioning of a small baby
towards creeping.

Another object of the invention is to provide a baby
exercising device of the class described which is adapted
to support a baby in a normal creeping position and to
retain the baby against falling while othewise permitting
full freedom of movement.

Still another object of the invention is the provision of
a baby exerciser of the class described which includes a
curved support upon which a baby may be placed face
down with its midportion on the crown of the support,
and a retaining harness anchored to the support which
may be strapped about the midportion of the baby to
thereby hold the baby upon the support while permitting
freedom of movement of the arms and legs.

It is yet another object of the invention to provide a
baby exerciser of the class described wherein the retain-
ing harness is readily adjustable to fit babies of varied
size.

It is a further object of the invention to provide a baby
exerciser of the class described which may be provided
with a padded cover removably secureable in overlying
relation on the support to facilitate ready maintenance
and cleaning.

A still further object of the invention is the provision
of a device of the class described which is simple and
economical in construction.

The invention possesses other objects and features of
advantage, some of which, with the foregoing, will be set
forth in the following description of the preferred form
of the invention which is illustrated in the drawings ac-
companying and forming part of the specification. It is
to be understood, however, that variations in the show-
ing made by the said drawings and description may be
adopted within the scope of the invention as set forth in
the claims.

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a baby exerciser
in accordance with the present invention, and depicting
the position of a baby supported thereon.

FIGURE 2 is an exploded perspective view of the
baby exerciser. -

FIGURE 3 is a sectional view taken at a longitudinal
plane through the baby exerciser.

FIGURE 4 is a view similar to FIGURE 3, but of a
modified form of the exerciser. )

Considering now the invention in some detail and
referring to the illustrated forms thereof in the drawings,
there will be seen to be provided a baby exerciser which
generally includes a padded curved support for placement
upon the floor, and a body harness secured to the sup-
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port for strapping about the midportion of a small baby.
Thus, the baby may be placed face down upon the sup-
port with the crown of the support engaging the mid-
portion of the baby and the harness strapped in place.
The baby is thus supported in a creeping position, as in-
dicated in FIGURE 1, the legs of the baby being in a
kneeling position adjacent one end of the base of the
support, the baby’s trunk being in an elevated position
upon the support, and the arms of the baby being draped
over the other end of the support with the hands free
for positioning upon the floor adjacent the base of the
support. The harness prevents the baby from going over
the support on its head when kicking. Yet, the harness
permits full freedom of movement of the baby’s arms and
legs. Thus the baby may move its arms and legs freely,
and in so doing develops the muscles requisite to creep-
ing. Moreover, by virtue of the position of support, the
baby is conditioned and encouraged to creep.

Considering now the preferred structure of the baby
exerciser outlined hereinbefore, and referring to FIG-
URES 1-3, the support is generally indicated at 11 and
advantageously includes a support base 12 and a padded
cover 13 removably secured to the upper surface of the
base. The base 12 is curved and includes a curved upper
wall 14 with substantially vertical end portions adjacent
its lower edges. Opposed vertical side walls 15, 16 close
the open ends of the arc defined by the upper wall. In
addition, handles 17, 18 are preferably secured to the
respective side walls 15, 16 and project upwardly above
the crown of upper wall 14, to restrict transverse move-
ment of a baby positioned upon the support. The sup-
port base including the handles 17, 18 may be advanta-
geously integrally formed of plastic in the interests of
simplicity and economy of construction.

The padded cover 13 is preferably of rectangular con-
figuration and formed of a cushioning core 19 of a re-
silient material, such as foam rubber, enclosed within a
covering 21 of flexible durable material, such as plastic.
The cover includes a flap 22 along one end edge, prefer-
ably formed of the upper and lower walls of the covering
21 in secured juxtaposed relation. In addition, the cover
includes a transverse strip 23 formed of secured juxta-
posed portions of the upper and lower walls of the cover-
ing, and this strip is longitudinally spaced from the flap 22
by a distance substantially equal to the arcuate length of
the top wall 14 of base 12. The cover further includes
flaps 24, 26, along the side edges of the cover at posi-
tions medially of the portion of the cover which extends
between the flap 22 and strip 23. Pluralities of snap
fasteners 27 are respectively secured to the flaps and strip,
and these fasteners are releasably engageable with plu-
ralities of mating snap.fasteners 28 carried by the sup-
port base 12. More particularly, the snap fasteners 28
are provided along the vertical end portions of upper wall
14 adjacent their lower edges and along the upper edges
of side walls 15, 16 centrally thereof. Thus the fasteners
27 carried by flap 22 and strip 23 may be readily engaged
with the fasteners 28 of the end portions of the upper wall,
and the fasteners 27 carried by flaps 24, 26 engaged with
fasteners 28 of the side walls, to releasably secure the
cover 13 to the support base 12.. The cover portion 29
between the flap 22 and strip 23 thereby pads the upper
wall of the support base. The cover portion 31 on
the opposite side of the strip 23 projects outwardly from
the lower end edge of the base and rests upon the floor to
thereby provide a padded support for the knees of a baby
positioned upon the exerciser.

With regard to the body harness of previous mention,
the same may be of any conventional type, preferably ad-
justable. In this regard, the harness is advantageously
provided as shown at 34. Harness 34 includes a belt 36,
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adapted to encircle the midportion of a baby, and having
a buckle 37 for fastening the opposite ends of the belt in
an adjustable manner. A pair of shoulder straps 38, 39
respectively extend between opposed points of the belt to
encircle the shoulders of a baby from front to rear. The
straps are each preferably provided with a snap fastener
41 at one end which, subsequent to looping of the strap
end around the belt, may be engaged with any one of a
plurality of mating snap fasteners 42 provided at spaced
positions of the strap. The shoulder straps are thus ad-
justable to accommodate babies of different sizes. The
harness 34 is secured to the support 11, as by means of
a strap 43 secured to the belt 36 at an intermediate posi-
tion thereof. The position of attachment of strap 43 is
thus opposite the buckle 37 when the ends of the belt are
secured to provide a loop. The strap 43 is in turn secured
to the support 11, and this is preferably facilitated by
securance of the strap to the cover 13 at the midpoint of
strip 23. The strap may be secured as by stitching to the
cover, although a snap fastener arrangement may be pro-
vided to this end where it is desired that the harness be
removable from the cover.

With the harness 34 secured to the support 11 by strap
43 as just described, it is to be noted that the belt con-
veniently buckles at the back of a baby placed upon the
support. In addition, the shoulder strap fasteners 41, 42
are preferably positioned at the back for convenience of
strapping the harness about a baby. With a baby strapped
within the harness and positioned upon the support, as
depicted in FIGURE 1, it will be appreciated that strap 43
prevents the baby from going forward over the support
on its head. The strap 43 does, however, permit move-
ment of the baby in all other directions.

Although the baby exerciser has been described here-
inbefore as including a removable padded cover as a
component of the support, it should be noted that the
padded cover may be provided as an integral component of
the support. More particularly, as illustrated in FIG-
URE 4, a modified support 44 may be provided which in-
cludes parallel spaced side walls 16 of generally rec-
tangular configuration with curved edge portions inter-
connecting the top edge and side edges thereof. The side
walls are interconnected by a pair of cross members 47
which extend therebetween adjacent the lower ends of the
respective side edges of each wall. A pair of ¢ross mem-
bers 48 are likewise provided adjacent the intersections
of the top edge with the curved edge portion of each
wall. A padded cover 49 is then secured at its opposite
ends to the cross members 47, to extend therefrom arcu-
ately over the cross members 48. A separate knee pad 51
is secured to one of the cross members 47 and is thus
comparable to the cover portion 31 of the previous em-
bodiment. In addition, a pair of separate handles 52 are
secured to the side walls 16, as by means of bolts 53,

What isclaimed is:

1. A baby exerciser comprising a support base having
a curved upper wall surface with handles projecting up-
wardly from the crown of said upper wall surface adjacent
the side edges thereof, a padded cover having a first por-
tion adapted to overlie said upper wall surface and a
second portion extending from the first, means for re-
movably securing said first portion of said padded cover
to said upper wall surface in overlying relation thereto,
said second portion of said cover thereby extending from
said support base adjacent the lower portion of the upper
wall surface thereof, a body harness, and a strap secured
at one end to said harness and at the other end to the
junction between the first and second portions of said
cover.

2. A baby exerciser comprising a generally rectangular
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support base having a curved upper wall and side walls
at its opposite ends, said support base having a pair of
handles projecting upwardly from said side walls above
the crown of said upper wall, snap fasteners secured to
the upper wall of said base adjacent its lower edges and
to said side walls adjacent the crown of said upper wall,
a rectangular padded cover, said cover having a first flap
along one end edge therecof, said cover having a de-
pressed transverse strip at an intermediate position there-
of, said cover having second and third flaps along the
opposite side edges thereof at a position medially of said
first flap and said strip, a pluralities of snap fasteners se-
cured to said flaps and said strip, the snap fasteners. of
said first flap and strip engaging said snap fasteners ad-
jacent the lower edges of said upper wall, said snap
fasteners of said second and third flaps engaging said
snap fasteners adjacent the crown of said upper wall, a
body harness, and a strap secured at one end to said har-
ness and at the other end to the center of said strip of
said cover.

3. A baby exerciser comprising a generally rectangular
support including side walls and interconnecting cross
members and a padded cover secured to said cross mem-
bers and arcuately extending over said cross members to
define a curved upper support surface, a pair of handles
secured to said side walls and projecting above the crown
of said support surface, a knee pad secured to a cross
member of said support at the lower end thereof, and a
body harness secured to a cross member of said support.

4. A baby exerciser comprising a supporting member
having an arch shaped top portion and downwardly ex-
tending portions at the opposite ends thereof for engage-
ment with a substantially flat horizontal extraneous sur-
face to support the arch portion in vertically spaced re-
lation from said surface, said arch portion and said end
portions being in fixed relation to each other and com-
bining to provide a support for the baby from the knees
to the arms when the baby is positioned face-down there-
on lengthwise between said ends, said arch portion being
of substantially the same form from one side edge to the
other and being of a width substantially greater than the
width of the baby’s body when supported thereon, said
top surface being of substantially the same contour from
the center to the opposite ends, a padded cover detach-
ably secured to said member and overlying same from
end to end, a harness for the baby when positioned there-
on including a strap secured to said supporting member
at one of said end portions and formed to extend over
said arched portion toward the other end portion, means
secured to said strap for encircling the body and engag-
ing the shoulders of the baby when positioned on the
supporting member, and means provided at the side edges
of the top portion of the supporting member and extend-
ing above said cover to prevent the baby from slipping
over the sides of the member when positioned on such
surface.
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