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Description

Technical Field

[0001] This relates to a method of operating a laundry
machine.

Background Art

[0002] Laundry machines are machines which are typ-
ically used to wash and/or dry fabric articles. Laundry
machines may include a drum rotatably installed in a cab-
inet, with the drum being configured to receive laundry
items therein for treatment. In a top loading laundry ma-
chine, the drum may be oriented substantially vertically,
with an opening at a top end thereof through which the
laundry items may be received. In a front loading laundry
machine, the drum may be oriented substantially hori-
zontally, or at a slight incline, with an opening at a front
end thereof through which the laundry items may be re-
ceived.
EP 0 796 942 A2, which is considered as the closest
state of the art, relates to a washer-dryer apparatus per-
forming wash, spin-dry and dry cycles in a sequential
order, wherein a motor is controlled to repeatedly rotate
in forward and backward directions in short time intervals
after the spin dry cycle, thereby performing a loosening
cycle, in which laundry stuck into the interior peripheral
wall surface is uniformly distributed in the basket. Imme-
diately prior to the loosening cycle, a clothes separating
process can be carried out by promptly stopping the rap-
idly spinning spin basket, wherein the spin basket is re-
peatedly driven and stopped at every predetermined ro-
tational annular position such as 90, 180 or 270 degrees
to the ground. In the clothes separating cycle, the spin-
basket is rotated at ultra low speed below 20 RPM.
KR 2005/006 1701 A relates to a method for controlling
a drive motor of a drum type washing machine for en-
hancing a cleaning effect by controlling the drive motor
to make a position of laundry in a drum periodically
moved. Normal and reversed rotation is performed and
the drum can be rapidly stopped by the drive motor.
EP 2 103 726 A1 relates to a drum type washing machine,
wherein a rotation speed of the rotary drum is increased
towards a target rotation speed until the controller deter-
mines that the laundry is distributed in an excessive front
unbalance or excessive rear unbalance. If the rotation
speed is lower than a reference rotation speed, the con-
troller temporarily decreases the rotation speed of the
drum or stops the rotation and rotates then the drum by
an angle smaller than a half turn in a first direction, to
rotate the drum in a reverse direction by an angle smaller
than one turn and to rotate the drum in the previous di-
rection by an angle smaller than one turn, thus repeating
to arcuately rotating the drum for eliminating excessive
unbalancing. In particular, after a wash tub is drained, an
untangling process is executed, wherein the drum is ro-
tated at a predetermined untangling speed by an angle

larger than 90 degrees and smaller than 180 degrees so
as to lift the laundry up to an annular position larger than
90 degrees and smaller than 180 degrees and then the
rotation of the drum is abruptly stopped. Then, the con-
troller rotates the rotary drum at the untangling speed in
a reverse direction by an angle smaller than one turn so
as to lift the laundry up to an annular position larger than
90 degrees and smaller 180 degrees and stops the ro-
tation abruptly. The untangling speed is for example 40
RPM, while a rotation speed at which the laundry is at-
tached on into an inner surface of the rotary drum is about
70 RPM. Thus, the untangling speed is less than a speed
generating a centrifugal force of 1 G or more.
US 2005/160536 A1 relates to random tumbling of a wash
chamber of a washing machine for improving cleaning,
while minimizing the mechanical damage to clothes. In
one example, the wash chamber is alternately rotated
clockwise and counter-clockwise through an angle of 120
degrees. Following each 120 degree rotation, the rotation
stops and pauses for 0.1 seconds. The speed of rotation
is varied, an average speed is 70 6 50 RPM (cf. D4
[0046]). US2009/0100608 A1 relates to a method for op-
erating a washing machine wherein in an intermittent de-
hydrating process, the drum is rotated forward and re-
verse with a low speed (350 to 400 RPM) for disentan-
gling.
US 3,388,410 A relates to a laundry machine. At a start
up of the machine, water is introduced into a bottom por-
tion, a pump is operated and the chamber is rotated, so
that wash water is introduced into the interior of the ro-
tating chamber. Then, the rotational speed is increased
to high speed, wherein the wash water and clothes are
formed and maintained in an annular layer with the cen-
trifugal force acting on the clothes and wash water being
great-er than the force of gravity. While the chamber is
rotated at the high speed, wash water is continuously
introduced into and removed from the chamber. After an
annular layer of clothes and wash water has been formed
into the chamber, the rotating chamber is quickly and
abruptly braked to an intermediate speed below the
speed necessary to maintain the annular layer of the
clothes and wash water in order to be then accelerated
again to the high speed. This is periodically repeated
numerous times.
[0003] WO2011/025311 A2 is a later published docu-
ment disclosing to apply abruptly braking of the drum
during water supply or washing, to enhance detergent
dissolution and mechanical action on the laundry.

Disclosure of Invention

Technical Problem

[0004] When laundry is treated in the laundry ma-
chines, the drum is rotated in a various motion. Movement
of the drum and friction between the laundry items, wash
water and wash agents, and the interior of the drum, may
facilitate contaminant removal from the laundry items.
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Solution to Problem

[0005] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a method of operating a laundry machine improving laun-
dry machine performance.
[0006] In accordance an aspect of with the present in-
vention, the above and other objects can be accom-
plished by the provision of the method of operating a
laundry machine according to the independent claim.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0007] A control method of the present invention is pro-
vided in which laundering ability may be improved.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0008] Examples will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the following drawings in which like reference
numerals refer to like elements wherein:

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of an exem-
plary laundry machine;
FIG. 2 is an exploded view of another exemplary
laundry machine;
FIGs. 3A-3I, 4A-D, 5A-5F and 6 illustrate various
drum motions and laundry movement patterns; and
FIGs. 7-21 and 25, 26 are flowcharts of various op-
eration courses including the drum motions shown
in FIGs. 3A-3I, 4A-D, 5A-5F and 6; and
FIGs. 22-24 illustrate effects and conditions to de-
termine the motions.

I. LAUNDRY MACHINE

[0009] A laundry machine and a control method thereof
will be described in reference to the accompanying draw-
ings. FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a laundry
machine according to a first example, to which control
methods may be applied.
[0010] In reference to FIG. 1, a laundry machine 100
according to a first example includes a cabinet 110 con-
figured to define an exterior appearance thereof, a tub
120 provided in the cabinet 110 to hold wash water there-
in and a rotatable drum 130 provided in the tub 120. The
cabinet 110 defines the exterior appearance of the laun-
dry machine 100. A door 113 is provided at an opening
114 of the cabinet 110 and a user opens the door 113 to
load laundry into the cabinet 110.
[0011] The tub 120 is provided in the cabinet 110 to
hold wash water therein. The drum 130 may be rotatable
in the tub 120 and may accommodate laundry therein.
In this case, a plurality of lifters 135 may be provided in
the drum 130 to lift and drop the laundry during washing.
The drum 130 includes a plurality of through-holes 131
to allow the wash water held in the tub 120 to pass there-
through. The tub 120 may be supported by one or more
springs provided at an outer side of the tub 120. A motor

140 is mounted to a rear surface of the tub 120 and the
motor 140 rotates the drum 130. When vibration is gen-
erated by the drum 130 rotated by the motor 140, the tub
120 is vibrated in communication with the drum 130.
When the drum 130 is rotated, the vibration generated
in the drum 130b and the tub 120 may be absorbed by
a damper located under the tub 120.
[0012] As shown in FIG. 1, the tub 120 and the drum
130 may be provided substantially in parallel to a base
plate of the cabinet 110. Alternatively, rear portions of
the tub 120 and the drum 130 may be positioned at an
oblique orientation, with the open end of the drum 130
oriented slightly upward to facilitate loading laundry into
the drum 130.
[0013] A control panel 115 may be provided in a pre-
determined portion of a front of the cabinet 110. The user
may select a course of the washing machine via the con-
trol panel 115 or recognize information relating to the
washing machine. For example, a course selecting part
117 configured for the user to select a particular washing
course may be provided in the control panel 115. Fur-
thermore, an option selecting part 118 may be provided
to allow the user to adjust operational conditions of each
cycle or step provided in the selected course and a dis-
play part 119 may be provided in the control panel 115
to display current operation information of the washing
machine. More details of the washing machine is de-
scribed in U.S. Patent No. 6,460,382 B1 issued October
8, 2002 and U.S. Application Nos. 12/704,923 filed Feb-
ruary 12, 2010.
[0014] FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of an-
other laundry machine according. A laundry machine
may include a tub fixedly supported to a cabinet, or a tub
supported to a cabinet via a flexible structure such as
suspension unit, and thus not fixedly secured thereto, as
shown in FIG. 2. Also, the supporting structure of the tub
may be between the supporting via the suspension unit
and the complete fixing structure. That is, the tub may
be supported flexibly via a suspension unit which will be
described later, it may be supported fixedly to be a more
rigidly supported state than the above flexible supported
state. Alternatively, the laundry machine may be provided
without a cabinet. For example, an installation space of
a built-in type laundry machine may be defined by a wall
structure instead of a cabinet. That is, a cabinet config-
ured to form an independent exterior appearance may
not be provided.
[0015] In reference to FIG. 2, a tub may include a tub
front 200 and a tub rear 220 composing a rear portion of
the tub front 200. The tub front 200 and the tub rear 220
may be assembled by screws or other appropriate fas-
tening mechanism, and a predetermined space is formed
therein to accommodate a drum. The tub rear 220 in-
cludes an opening formed in a rear surface thereof and
a rear gasket 250 may be connected to an inner circum-
ference of the opening. The rear gasket 250 may be con-
nected to a tub back 230 and the tub back 230 may in-
clude a through-hole having a shaft that passes through
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a center thereof.
[0016] The rear gasket 250 is sealed and connected
to each of the tub back 230 and the tub rear 220 to prevent
wash water from leaking from the tub. As the tub back
230 vibrates when the drum is rotated, the tub back 230
may be distant from the tub rear 220 a predetermined
distance not to interfere with the tub rear 220. Also, the
rear gasket 250 may be formed of flexible material to
enable the tub back 230 to relative-move, not interfering
with the tub rear 220. The rear gasket 250 may include
a corrugated part which is extendible to an enough length
to allow the relative motion of the tub back 230. This
example presents the rear gasket 250 connected to the
tub back 230 and the present disclosure is not limited
thereto. The rear gasket 250 is configured to seal the gap
between the tub and a driving part (not shown) including
a shaft 351 and a bearing housing 400 and to allow the
driving part to relative-move with respect to the tub. As
a result, the shapes and the connected objects of the
rear gasket 250 may be variable unlimitedly, only if this
function is enabled. A flexible material 280 which will be
described as front gasket later may be installed at a front
portion of the tub front 200.
[0017] The drum may be configured of a drum front
300, a drum center 320 and a drum back 340. Ball bal-
ancers 310 and 330 may be installed in front and rear
portions of the drum, respectively. The drum back 340
may be connected to a spider 350 and the spider 350
may be connected to the shaft 351. The drum is rotatable
within the tub by a rotational force transmitted via the
shaft 351.
[0018] The shaft 351 may be connected to a motor and
pass through the tub back 230. In certain examples, the
motor may be connected to the shaft 351 concentrically.
In certain examples, the motor may be directly connected
to the shaft 351, and in particular, a rotor of the motor
may be directly connected to the shaft 351. In alternative
examples, the motor and the shaft 351 may be indirectly
connected with each other, for example, they may be
connected by a belt.
[0019] The bearing housing 400 may be secured to the
tub back 230 to rotatably support the shaft, between the
motor and the tub back 230. A stator may be fixedly se-
cured to the bearing housing 400. And the rotor may be
located around the stator. As mentioned above, the rotor
may be directly connected to the shaft 351, with the motor
being an outer rotor type motor that may be connected
with the shaft directly. The bearing housing 400 may be
supported by a base 600 via the suspension unit. The
suspension unit may include a perpendicular suspension
and an oblique suspension configured to support the
bearing housing 400 with respect to a forward and back-
ward direction. For example, the suspension unit accord-
ing to this example may include three perpendicular (ver-
tical, as shown in Figure 2) suspensions 500, 510 and
520 and two oblique (angled, or inclined, as shown in
Figure 2) suspensions 450 and 530 configured to support
the bearing housing 400 with respect to a forward and

backward direction. The suspension unit may be con-
nected to the base 600 with a predetermined elastic
transformation enabling a forward/backward and/or right-
ward/leftward movement of the drum, and thus not con-
nected fixedly. That is, the suspension unit may be sup-
ported by the base, with sufficient predetermined elas-
ticity to allow rotation at a predetermined angle in for-
ward/backward and rightward/leftward directions with re-
spect to the points connected with the base. For such
the elastic support, the perpendicular suspension may
be installed to the base by a rubber bushing or other
mechanism as appropriate.
[0020] The perpendicular suspension of the suspen-
sion unit may suspend the vibration of the drum elastically
and the oblique suspension may dampen the vibration.
That is, the perpendicular suspension may be used as
spring and the oblique suspension as damping means in
a vibration system including a spring and damping
means.
[0021] The tub is supported to the cabinet and the vi-
bration of the drum may be damped by the suspension
unit. As a result, the laundry machine according to this
example may have a substantially independent support-
ing structure between the tub and the drum or it may have
a structure having the vibration of the drum not directly
transmitted to the tub.

II. DRUM ROTATION MOTION

[0022] Various drum motions, including the step mo-
tion of the disentangling step of the present invention,
are described in the following to provide a better under-
standing of the present invention. Diversification of drum
driving motions and combinations thereof may provide
significant improvements in washing ability, noise/vibra-
tion, energy consumption, and customer satisfaction. A
control method that provides improved washing ability
will be described. The hand-wash effect may be embod-
ied by various movement patterns of the laundry. For
example, the hand-wash effect may be embodied by a
combination of massaging and/or disentangling and/or
striking and/or swinging and/or rubbing and/or squeez-
ing/ filtrating.
[0023] Such various movement patterns of the laundry
may be implemented by various drum driving motions
and combination(s) of different drum driving motions. The
drum driving motions may include combinations of rota-
tion directions and rotation speeds. The laundry located
in the drum may have different falling directions, falling
points and falling distance because of the drum driving
motions. Because of that, the laundry may have different
movement inside the drum. The drum driving motions
may be embodied by, for example, controlling rotation
direction and/or speed of the motor that drives the drum.
[0024] When the drum is rotated, the laundry is lifted
by one or more lifts 135 provided at the inner circumfer-
ential surface of the drum. Because of that, the rotation
direction of the drum may be controlled and the shock
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applied to the laundry may be varied accordingly. That
is, a mechanical force applied to the laundry such as the
friction generated between laundry items, the friction
generated between the laundry and the water, and the
dropping shock of the laundry may be varied. In other
words, a degree of striking or scrubbing applied to the
laundry items so as to wash the laundry may be varied
and a degree of laundry distribution or turn-over inside
the drum may be varied accordingly.
[0025] As a result, such a control method of the laundry
machine may provide various drum driving motions and
the drum driving motions are varied according to each of
the cycles and a specific step composing the cycle, such
that an optimal mechanical force may be used to treat
the laundry depending on the type of laundry being
washed, the soil level, and other such factors. Because
of that, washing efficiency of the laundry may be im-
proved. In addition, the excessive time required by the
typical drum driving motion may be avoided.
[0026] In certain examples, to embody such various
drum driving motions, the motor 140 may be a direct con-
nection type. That is, the motor may have a stator fixed
to a rear surface of the tub 120 and a rotor that rotates
the drum 120 directly. Since the rotation direction and
torque of the direct connection type motor may be con-
trolled, time delay or backlash may be prevented and
then the drum driving motion may be controlled as ap-
propriate.
[0027] In contrast, drum driving motions allowing time
delay or backlash, for example, a tumbling motion or spin
motion, may be embodied in an indirect connection type
motor including a pulley such that its torque may be trans-
mitted to a shaft via the pulley. However, the indirect con-
nection type motor may have limited applicability.
[0028] The drum driving motion may be embodied by
the control of the motor 140. As a result, the control meth-
od of the motor may be diversified and then the various
drum driving motions may be achieved.
[0029] Movement patterns of the laundry and the drum
driving motion to achieve the movement pattern of the
laundry will be described in detail hereinafter.
[0030] A massaging movement pattern of the laundry
may be achieved if the friction between the laundry and
the drum is maximized. For example, when the drum is
continuously rotated in a predetermined direction at a
predetermined speed or less, the laundry may be rolling-
moved to achieve the massaging effect, if the rotation
speed of the drum driven in the tumbling motion is defined
as a reference speed, the predetermined speed may be
the reference speed. For example, a drum driving motion
configured to rotate the drum at a predetermined speed
or less in a predetermined direction may be defined as
’rolling motion’.
[0031] A disentangling movement pattern may be em-
bodied by, for example, a tumbling motion. The tumbling
motion may be defined as a motion configured to contin-
uously rotate the drum at the reference speed in a pre-
determined direction. The disentangling movement pat-

tern drops the laundry inside the drum, with a medium
level dropping distance and a medium sized friction.
[0032] A striking movement pattern may be achieved
by dropping the laundry inside the drum from a maximum
dropping distance. For example, if the drum is rotated at
the reference speed or more to lift the laundry to the high-
est point inside the drum, and then the drum is suddenly
braked, such a striking effect may be achieved. This drum
driving motion may be defined as ’step motion’. The dis-
entangling step of the present invention also uses the
step motion.
[0033] A swing movement pattern may be achieved
when the drum is rotated at a predetermined speed lower
than the reference speed in the clockwise/counter-clock-
wise direction. Such a drum driving motion may be de-
fined as ’swing motion’.
[0034] A rubbing movement pattern may be achieved
when the friction between the laundry and the drum is
increased. For example, if the drum rotating at the refer-
ence speed or more in the clockwise direction is suddenly
braked and then rotated in the counter-clockwise direc-
tion, the laundry is rolling-moved along the inner circum-
ferential surface of the drum from a predetermined high
point of the drum. Such a drum driving motion may be
defined as ’scrub motion’.
[0035] A squeezing and filtrating movement pattern
may be achieved if wash water is supplied while rotating
the drum at the reference speed or more. Once the drum
is rotated at a relatively high speed, the laundry may un-
fold, or spread out and cling along the inner circumfer-
ential surface of the drum and then the wash water
sprayed into the drum passes through the laundry and
then the laundry may be squeezed to improve the rinsing
effect. Such a drum driving motion may be defined as
’filtration motion’
[0036] Various drum driving motions configured to
achieve the above various movement patterns of the
laundry will be described in reference to the drawings.
[0037] FIG. 3A and 3B is a diagram of various drum
driving motions.
[0038] FIG. 3A (a) is a diagram of a rolling motion. In
the rolling motion, the motor 140 continuously rotates the
drum 130 in a predetermined direction and the laundry
located on the inner circumferential surface of the drum
rotating along the rotation direction of the drum is dropped
from the position at an angle of approximately less than
90° with respect to the rotation drum of the drum to the
lowest point of the drum.
[0039] That is, once the motor 140 rotates the drum at
a speed that is lower than a reference rotational speed
(tumbling rotational speed), for example, at approximate-
ly 40RPM, the laundry located in the lowest point of the
drum 130 is lifted to a predetermined height along the
rotation direction of the drum 130 and then the laundry
rolling-moves to the lowest point of the drum from the
position of less than 90 ° with respect to the rotation di-
rection of the drum from the lowest point of the drum.
Visually, in case the drum is rotated in a clockwise direc-
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tion, the laundry is continuously rolling in a third quadrant
of the drum.
[0040] The laundry is washed by the maximum friction
with the washing water and the maximum friction with
other washing items and the maximum friction with the
inner circumferential surface of the drum in the rolling
motion. This rolling motion enables enough turn-over of
the laundry to generate an effect of soft massaging-like
washing. The drum RPM of the drum driving motion may
be determined based on a relationship to a radius of the
drum. That is, the larger the drum RPM is, the larger the
centrifugal force is that is generated in the laundry inside
the drum. A difference between the size of the centrifugal
force and the force of gravity applied to the laundry items
in the drum differentiates the point at which the laundry
is dropped and the corresponding motion of the laundry
inside the drum. Both the rotation force of the drum and
the friction between the drum and the laundry may also
be considered. Thus, the RPM of the drum in the rolling
motion may be determined so as to allow the generated
centrifugal force and the friction force to be smaller than
gravity (1G).
[0041] FIG. 3A (b) is a diagram of a tumbling motion.
In the tumbling motion, the motor 140 continuously ro-
tates the drum 130 in a predetermined direction and the
laundry located on the inner circumferential surface of
the drum is dropped from the position of approximately
90 ° to 110 ° with respect to the rotation direction of the
drum to the lowest point of the drum. If the drum is con-
trolled to be rotated at a proper RPM in a predetermined
direction, the mechanical force may be generated be-
tween the laundry and the drum in the tumbling motion.
Because of that, the tumbling motion may be used in
washing and rinsing.
[0042] That is, the laundry loaded into the drum 130 is
located at the lowest point of the drum 130 before the
motor 140 is driven. When the motor 140 provides a
torque to the drum 130, the drum 130 is rotated and the
lifter 135 provided at the inner circumferential surface of
the drum lifts the laundry to a predetermined height from
the lowest point of the drum. If the motor 140 rotates the
drum 130 at the reference rotational speed, for example,
approximately at 46RPM, the laundry may be lifted to the
position of approximately 90 ° to 110 ° with respect to the
rotation direction of the drum and then dropped to the
lowest point of the drum. In the tumbling motion, the drum
RPM may be determined so as to allow the generated
centrifugal force to be larger than the centrifugal force
generated in the rolling motion and to be smaller than
gravity.
[0043] Visually, if the drum is rotated in the clockwise
direction in the tumbling motion, the laundry is sequen-
tially lifted to the third quadrant and a part of a second
quadrant from the lowest point of the drum. After that,
the laundry is dropped to the lowest point of the drum.
As a result, the tumbling motion enables the laundry to
be washed by the shock generated by the friction with
the washing water and the dropping shock. Because of

that, in the tumbling motion, a mechanical force larger
than the mechanical force of the rolling motion may be
used to implement washing and rinsing. Also, the rolling
motion may be effective in separating entangled-laundry
and distributing the laundry uniformly.
[0044] FIG. 3A (c) is a diagram of a step motion used
in the disentangling step of the present invention. In the
step motion, the motor 140 rotates the drum 130 in a
predetermined direction and the laundry located at the
inner circumferential surface of the drum is controlled to
be dropped to the lowest point of the drum from the high-
est point (approximately 180°) with respect to the rotation
direction of the drum. Once the motor 140 rotates the
drum 130 at a speed that is higher than the reference
rotational speed (tumbling rotational speed), for exam-
ple, at approximately 60RPM or more, the laundry may
be rotated by the centrifugal force until reaching the high-
est point of the drum, without being dropped. In the step
motion, the drum is rotated at a predetermined speed so
as to not drop the laundry, and then is suddenly braked
to maximize the shock applied to the laundry as it is
dropped.
[0045] After rotating the drum 130 at the predetermined
speed capable of not dropping the laundry (approximate-
ly 60RPM or more) until the laundry reaches near the
highest point of the drum, the motor 140 supplies a re-
verse torque to the drum 130 with the laundry located
near the highest point of the drum (180° with respect to
the rotation direction of the drum). Thus, the laundry is
lifted from the lowest point of the drum 130 along the
rotation direction of the drum, the drum is stopped mo-
mentarily by the reverse torque of the motor, and the
laundry is dropped from the highest point to the lowest
point of the drum 130. The step motion enables the laun-
dry to be washed by the shock generated while the laun-
dry is dropped with the maximum height difference. A
mechanical force generated in this step motion is larger
than the mechanical force generated in the rolling motion
or tumbling motion mentioned above.
[0046] Visually, in the step motion, after moving from
the lowest to the highest point of the drum via as the drum
is rotated, the dropping distance inside the drum is the
largest in the step motion, and the mechanical force of
the step motion may be applied to a small amount of the
laundry effectively. The motor 140 may be reversing-
phase-braked in the step motion using a torque gener-
ated in a reverse direction with respect to a rotation di-
rection of the motor. A phase of a current supplied to the
motor may be reversed to generate a reverse torque in
a reverse rotation direction of the motor and the revers-
ing-phase brake enables the sudden brake to be applied.
The reversing-phase brake may be used to apply the
strong shock to the laundry.
[0047] Thus, after applying torque to rotate the drum
in the clockwise direction, torque is applied to rotate the
drum in the counter-clockwise direction and the drum is
braked suddenly. After that, a torque is applied to the
drum to rotate in the clockwise direction and the step
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motion is embodied. The step motion may be used to
wash the laundry using the friction between the water
drawn via the through hole 131 formed in the drum and
the laundry and using the shock generated by the laundry
dropping when the laundry reaches the highest point of
the drum. This step motion may generate an effect of
’striking laundry’-like washing.
[0048] FIG. 3A (d) is a diagram of a swing motion. In
the swing motion, the motor 140 rotates the drum 130 in
clockwise and counter-clockwise directions alternatively
and the laundry is dropped at a position of approximately
less than 90° with respect to the rotation direction of the
drum. That is, once the motor 140 rotates the drum 130
at a speed that is lower than the reference rotational
speed (tumbling rotational speed), for example, at ap-
proximately 40RPM in the counter-clockwise direction,
the laundry located at the lowest point of the drum 130
is lifted a predetermined height along the counter-clock-
wise direction. Before the laundry reaches the approxi-
mately 90° position with respect to the counter-clockwise
direction of the drum, the motor stops the rotation of the
drum and the laundry is dropped to the lowest point of
the drum from the approximately less than 90° position
with respect to the counter-clockwise direction of the
drum.
[0049] Hence, the motor 140 rotates the drum 130 at
a speed that is lower than the reference rotational speed
(tumbling rotational speed), for example, at approximate-
ly 40RPM in the clockwise direction to lift the laundry a
predetermined height in the clockwise direction along the
rotation direction of the drum. Before the laundry reaches
the position of approximately 90° with respect to the coun-
ter-clockwise direction of the drum, the motor stops the
rotation of the drum and the laundry is dropped to the
lowest point of the drum from the less than 90° position
with respect to the clockwise direction of the drum.
[0050] Thus, the swing motion is a motion in which the
rotation and stop with respect to a first direction and the
rotation and stop with respect to a second (opposite) di-
rection may be repeated. Visually, the laundry that is lifted
to a part of the second quadrant from the third quadrant
of the drum is dropped softly, and is re-lifted to a part of
the first quadrant from a fourth quadrant of the drum and
dropped softly, repeatedly.
[0051] In certain examples, the motor 140 may use rhe-
ostatic braking and a load applied to the motor 140 so
that a mechanical abrasion of the motor 140 may be re-
duced, and the shock applied to the laundry may be ad-
justed. Using rheostatic braking, if a current applied to a
motor is off, the motor functions as generator because
of rotational inertia, and a direction of the current flowing
in a coil of the motor will be changed into a reverse di-
rection before the power is off and a force (Fleming’s
right hand rule) is applied along a direction which inter-
feres with the rotation of the motor, to brake the motor.
Different from reversing-phase braking, rheostatic brak-
ing does not generate sudden braking but instead chang-
es the rotation direction of the drum softly. As a result,

the laundry may be moved in a figure-8 shape over the
third and fourth quadrants of the drum in the swing mo-
tion. The swing motion may generate ’swing the laundry’-
like washing.
[0052] FIG. 3A (e) is a diagram of a scrub motion. In
the scrub motion, the motor 140 rotates the drum 130 in
both the clockwise and counter-clockwise directions al-
ternatively and the laundry may be dropped from the po-
sition more than 90° with respect to the rotation direction
of the drum.
[0053] That is, once the motor 140 rotates the drum
130 at a speed that is higher than the reference rotational
speed (tumbling rotational speed), for example, at ap-
proximately 60RPM or more in the counter-clockwise di-
rection, the laundry located in the lowest point of the drum
130 is lifted a predetermined height in the counter-clock-
wise direction. After the laundry passes an approximately
90° position with respect to the counter-clockwise direc-
tion of the drum, the motor provides the drum a reverse
torque to stop the drum temporarily, and the laundry lo-
cated on the inner circumferential surface of the drum
may be dropped rapidly. resulting particular, the laundry
located on the inner circumferential surface of the drum
is dropped to the lowest point of the drum from the posi-
tion of 90° or more with respect to the clockwise direction
of the drum. Thus, the laundry may be dropped rapidly
from the predetermined height, in the scrub motion. The
motor 140 may use reversing-phase-braking to brake the
drum.
[0054] In the scrub motion, the rotation direction of the
drum is changed rapidly and the laundry may not be away
from the inner circumferential surface of the drum for a
great amount of time. Because of that, an effect of strong-
scrubbing-like washing by maximized friction between
the laundry and the drum may be achieved in the scrub
motion. In the scrub motion the laundry moved to a part
of the second quadrant via the third quadrant is dropped
rapidly and is re-dropped after being moved again to a
part of the first quadrant via the fourth quadrant. As a
result, visually in the scrub motion, the lifted laundry is
dropped along the inner circumferential surface of the
drum repeatedly.
[0055] FIG. 3A (f) is a diagram of the filtration motion.
In the filtration motion, the motor 140 rotates the drum
130 so that the laundry is not dropped from the inner
circumferential surface of the drum, and washing water
is sprayed into the drum. That is, in the filtration motion,
the laundry is spread along and maintains close contact
with the inner circumferential surface of the drum as
washing water is sprayed into the drum. The water is
discharged out of the tub through the through holes 131
of the drum by the centrifugal force. Since the filtration
motion spreads out/widens a surface area of the laundry
and enables the water to pass through the laundry, the
wash water may be supplied to the laundry uniformly.
[0056] FIG. 3A (g) is a diagram of the squeeze motion.
In the squeeze motion, the motor 140 rotates the drum
130 so that the laundry clings to/is not dropped from the

11 12 



EP 2 496 745 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

inner circumferential surface of the drum using centrifu-
gal force, and then the motor lowers the rotation speed
of the drum 130 to temporarily separate the laundry from
the inner circumferential surface of the drum. This proc-
ess is repeated and the water is sprayed into the drum
during the rotation of the drum. That is, the drum is con-
tinuously rotated at a speed that is high enough not to
drop the laundry from the inner circumferential surface
of the drum in the filtration motion. In contrast, in the
squeeze motion, the rotation speed of the drum is
changed to repeat the process of the laundry clinging to
and separating from the inner circumferential surface of
the drum 130.
[0057] Spraying wash water into the drum 130 in the
filtration motion and the squeeze motion may be imple-
mented by, for example, a circulation path and a pump.
The pump may communicate with the lower surface of
the tub 120, with an end of the circulation path connected
with the pump such that wash water is sprayed from the
tub into the drum via the other end of the circulation path.
[0058] In alternative examples, wash water may be
sprayed into the drum via a supply path connected with
an external water supply source located outside of the
cabinet. That is, one end of the supply path is connected
with the external supply source and the other end thereof
is connected with the tub. If a nozzle is provided to spray
wash water into the drum, the wash water may be
sprayed into the drum in either one or both of the filtration
and squeeze motions.
[0059] FIG. 3B (H) is a diagram illustrating an ’A’ mo-
tion. The A motion allows the motor to rotate the drum in
a predetermined direction, changing the RPM of the drum
to change motion of the laundry inside the drum. In other
words, when the motor rotates the drum, the motor may
change the RPM of the drum in at least two steps.
[0060] For example, the motor may first rotate the drum
at a first RPM in a predetermined direction, as shown in
FIG. 3B (h1), and then the motor may rotate the drum at
a second RPM that is faster than the first RPM, as shown
in FIG. 3B (h2), and then the motor may rotate the drum
at a third RPM that is faster than the second RPM, as
shown in FIG. 3B (h3). The RPM for each step may be
determined as appropriate and each of the steps may be
performed for a preset time period.
[0061] That is, the first RPM may be determined to al-
low the laundry inside the drum to be dropped at an angle
smaller than 90° along the rotation direction of the drum,
when the drum is rotated. Because of that, when the drum
is rotated at the first RPM, the laundry inside the drum
may be mostly moved within a lower portion of the drum,
without moving toward an upper portion of the drum. In
particular, the first RPM allows the laundry to be lifted to
an angle less than 90° along the rotation direction of the
drum and to be dropped and rolled along an inner cir-
cumferential surface of the drum so as to move to the
lowest point of the drum. Visually, it may appear that laun-
dry items are rolling consistently in a third quadrant of
the drum when the drum is rotated in a clockwise direc-

tion, as shown in FIG. 3B (h1), and that the laundry items
would roll consistently in a fourth quadrant of the drum
when the drum is rotated in a counter-clockwise direction.
As a result, once the drum is rotated at the first RPM, the
frictional force of the laundry inside the drum (the frictional
force between the laundry and the drum, between the
laundry items themselves, and between the laundry and
the wash water) may be maximized. The first RPM may
be, for example approximately 40rpm.
[0062] The second RPM may be faster than the first
RPM to allow the laundry inside the drum to be dropped
after being lifted to an upper portion of the drum. When
the drum is rotated at the first RPM, the laundry inside
the drum is not lifted to the upper portion of the drum, but
rather, is dropped before it reaches the upper portion of
the drum. In contrast, once the drum is rotated at the
second RPM, the laundry may be lifted to the upper por-
tion of the drum possibly, thus increasing the laundry
dropping height and the amount of shock and mechanical
force applied to the laundry compared to rotating the
drum at the first RPM. For example, when the drum is
rotated at the second RPM, the laundry inside the drum
may be dropped at an angle of approximately 90° to 110°
along the rotation direction of the drum, as shown in FIG.
3B (h2). The second RPM may be, for example, approx-
imately 46rpm.
[0063] The third RPM may be faster than both the first
and the second RPM. For example, when the drum is
rotated at the third RPM, the laundry inside the drum may
remain adhered to, and not separated from, the inner
circumferential surface of the drum, as the centrifugal
force generated in the drum rotating at the third RPM is
larger than the force of gravity on the laundry. The third
RPM may be adjusted based on the amount of laundry
and the capacity of the drum, for example, to between
approximately 100 and 110rpm. When wash water is sup-
plied to the drum rotated at the third RPM, more efficient
washing and rinsing may be possible. In this case, the
wash water may be re-supplied by circulating wash water
inside the drum. In other words, once the laundry is
spread along the inner circumferential surface of the
drum after rotating the drum at the third RPM, wash water
is supplied. As wash water passes through the laundry
and is discharged from the drum, washing and rinsing
performance may be enhanced accordingly.
[0064] The A motion utilizes a gradually and continu-
ously increasing profile of the RPM of the drum, while
rotating the drum in the predetermined direction. That is,
the RPM of the drum may be increased gradually, by first
moving the laundry in the lower portion of the drum and
dropping the laundry from the lower portion of the drum,
and then the upper portion of the drum. The A motion
may be performed when the laundry amount inside the
drum is a predetermined value or more. for example,
when the laundry amount inside the drum is a predeter-
mined value or more, more load than necessary may be
applied to the motor to rotate the drum at a high RPM
from the beginning and this may put bad influence to the
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motor. because of that, if the drum is rotated in a motion
such as the A motion configured to drive the drum with
increasing the speed profile gradually as described
above when the laundry amount is the predetermined
value or more, the too much load applied to the motor
may be prevented and the drum may be rotated at a high
RPM in a relatively short time.
[0065] By extension, the A motion may be performed
repeatedly at least two times or more. for example, the
drum speed is accelerated from a first RPM to third RPM
according to the A motion, after that, the RPM of the drum
is decreased to be the first RPM and then the accelerating
step may be re-performed. Such the repeated perform-
ance changes the speed of the drum continuously and
the motion of the laundry and wash water inside the drum
may be generated, similar to turbulence. As a result, the
washing or rinsing ability in the washing or rinsing step
may be improved.
[0066] Each step of the A motion may be performed
for an appropriate preset time period, which may be ad-
justable based on the amount and the type of laundry. In
certain examples, the A motion may further include a step
of decreasing the RPM profile of the drum following the
steps described above. For example, the A motion may
control the RPM to be changed from the step of moving
the laundry to the inner circumferential surface of the
drum and then the step of dropping the laundry to the
step of moving the moving the laundry in the lower portion
of the drum, when the drum is rotated.
[0067] The A motion described above may be ex-
plained by combination of the motions described above.
That is, the step of rotating the drum at the first RPM may
be the rolling motion, the step of rotating the drum at the
second RPM may be the tumbling motion, and the step
of rotating the drum at the third RPM may be the filtration
motion. Further detailed description of the rolling, tum-
bling and filtration motions mentioned above will thus be
omitted.
[0068] FIG. 3B (I) is a diagram illustrating a ’B’ motion.
The B motion includes a step of the motor rotating the
drum in clockwise/counter-clockwise direction and a step
of rotating the drum in a predetermined direction. In the
step of rotating the drum in the clockwise/counter-clock-
wise direction, an RPM of the drum may be changed
and/or a turning angle of the drum (an angle at which the
drum changes a rotation direction) may be increased to
vary the motion of the laundry inside the drum.
[0069] For example, the B motion may include a first
step of the motor rotating the drum at a first RPM in both
opposite directions as shown in FIG. 3B (I1), a step of
the motor rotating the drum at a second RPM that is faster
than the first RPM in both directions, as shown in FIG.
3B (12), and a step of the motor rotating the drum at the
second RPM in a single direction, as shown in FIG. 3B
(13). As a result, the B motion may include a step of
rotating the drum at the first RPM in the clockwise/coun-
ter-clockwise direction, a step of rotating the drum at the
second RPM in the clockwise/counter-clockwise direc-

tion, and a step of rotating the drum in a predetermined
single direction. Also, as the second RPM is higher than
the first RPM, the motion of the first RPM may be defined
as a ’weak motion’ and the motion of the second RPM
may be defined as a ’strong motion’. As a result, the B
motion may include a weak motion step configured to
rotate the drum in the clockwise/counter-clockwise direc-
tion and a step of repeating the strong motion at least
two times. The strong motion may include at least one
of the predetermined single and clockwise/counter-
clockwise directions.
[0070] More specifically, the first step may include a
step of rotating the drum at the first RPM in a predeter-
mined direction until the drum reaches a first rotation an-
gle, a step of rotating the drum in a direction opposite to
the predetermined direction until the drum reaches a sec-
ond rotation angle, and repeating these steps for a pre-
determined time.
[0071] In certain examples, the first rotation angle may
be set to be approximately less than 90°. That is, the
motor rotates the drum in the predetermined direction to
an angle less than 90°, and the rotation of the drum is
stopped. Thus, the first RPM may be determined to allow
the laundry inside the drum to be dropped at an angle
less than 90° along a rotation direction of the drum so
that, when the drum is rotated at the first RPM, the laundry
is moved in the lower portion of the drum. For example,
the first RPM may be approximately 40rpm.
[0072] Once the drum reaches the first rotation angle,
for example, a preset angle less than 90 °, the motor
changes the rotation direction of the drum and rotates
the drum at the first RPM in the opposite direction until
the drum reaches the second rotation angle.
[0073] The second rotation angle may be determined
to allow the laundry inside the drum to move in the lower
portion of the drum. Thus, the second rotation angle may
be determined to be approximately less than 90° so that,
when rotated in the opposite direction until reaching the
second rotation angle, that is, an angle approximately
less than 90°, laundry items dropped to the lowest point
of the drum are moved within the lower portion of the
drum.
[0074] The motor performs the above steps repeatedly
within a given cycle. As a result, the first step rotates the
drum at a relatively low speed in two opposite directions
to generate gentle movement of the laundry.
[0075] Following the first step, the motor may acceler-
ate the drum speed to perform the second step. The sec-
ond step may include a step of rotating the drum at a
second RPM until the drum reaches a third rotation angle,
a step of rotating the drum in the opposite direction until
the drum reaches a fourth rotation angle, and a step of
repeating these steps. The rotation angle and RPM of
the drum when the drum is rotated may be different be-
tween the first and second steps of the B motion.
[0076] The second RPM of the second step may be
determined to allow the laundry items inside the drum to
be dropped at an angle of approximately 90° to 180°
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along the rotation direction when the drum is rotated.
When the drum is rotated at the second RPM, the laundry
items inside the drum may be dropped from the upper
portion of the drum. For example, the second RPM may
be approximately 60rpm. As a result, the second RPM
may be higher than the rotation speed of the tumbling
motion described above. The third and fourth rotation
angles may be 90° or more. As a result, the motor rotates
the drum at the second RPM, that is, approximately
60rpm, until the drum reaches the third rotation angle,
that is, the preset 90° or more, and then rotates the drum
at the second RPM in a changed rotation direction (the
opposite direction) until the drum reaches a fourth rota-
tion angle. The fourth rotation angle may be 90° or more,
like the third rotation angle, to drop the laundry inside the
drum at an angle of 90° to 180° along the rotation direction
of the drum as mentioned above.
[0077] When the rotation direction of the drum is
changed in the second step, the motor may apply a torque
in an opposite direction of the drum, that is, a reverse
torque, corresponding to the ’reverse-phased braking’
described above. As a result, when the rotation direction
of the drum is changed in the second step, reverse-
phased braking is performed and more mechanical force
may be applied in the second step than in the first step.
Since the laundry is dropped from a higher position by
the faster RPM in the second step than in the first step,
greater shock and mechanical force may be applied to
the laundry.
[0078] The third step may include a step shown in FIG.
3B (13) of rotating the drum at the second RPM until the
drum reaches a fifth rotation angle, a step of stopping
the drum for a preset time period, and a step of repeating
these steps. In other words, in the third step, the motor
may rotate the drum in the predetermined direction, while
the motor rotates the drum in two opposite directions in
the first and second steps.
[0079] More specifically, the motor may rotate the drum
at the second RPM until the drum reaches the fifth rota-
tion angle. As a result, laundry inside the drum may be
rotated, and may be adhered to, without being separated
from, the inner circumferential surface of the drum until
reaching the fifth rotation angle. The fifth rotation angle
may be determined to be approximately 180° so that, as
the motor rotates the drum at approximately 60rpm until
the drum is rotated approximately 180°, the laundry items
may be rotated and lifted toward the top portion of the
drum along the rotation of the drum, without being sep-
arated from the inner circumferential surface of the drum.
[0080] After that, the motor stops the drum for a pre-
determined time period. In certain examples, the motor
stops the drum using reverse-phased braking to apply a
strong mechanical force to the laundry inside the drum,
and the laundry items may be dropped from the top por-
tion of the drum to maximize the dropping force.
[0081] These steps may be repeated, in that, the motor
may rotate the drum in the predetermined direction con-
tinuously and when the drum reaches the fifth rotation

angle, the motor may stop the drum for a predetermined
time period before resuming rotation.
[0082] In certain examples, a step of rotating the drum
in the predetermined direction without the sudden brak-
ing step may also be provided between the second step
and the third step, that is, between the clockwise/counter-
clockwise direction rotation step and the predetermined
direction rotation step. For example, the tumbling step
may be provided between the second and third steps.
[0083] The order of the second and third steps de-
scribed in reference to the B motion may be changed.
Specifically, the predetermined direction rotation step in-
cluding the sudden braking step may be performed first
and the clockwise/counter-clockwise direction rotation
step including the sudden braking step may be performed
later.
[0084] The B motion described above may be ex-
plained by combination of other motions described
above. That is, the step of rotating the drum at the first
RPM in two opposite directions may be the swing motion,
and the step of rotating the drum at the second RPM in
two opposite directions may be the scrub motion. The
step of rotating the drum at the second RPM in the pre-
determined single direction may be the step motion. As
a result, further detailed description is omitted.
[0085] FIG. 4 is a diagram of the step motion, which is
used in the disentangling step of the present invention,
in more detail.
[0086] First of all, the laundry is moved from a lowest
point to a highest point of the drum 130 as shown in FIG.
4 (a)-(c). As described with respect to the tub 120 stand-
ing still adjacent to the drum 130, the laundry received
in the drum 130 is moved from a position adjacent to the
lowest point of the tub 120 to the highest point of the tub
120. For such the movement of the laundry, the motor
140 applies a rotation force, namely, a torque to the drum
in a predetermined direction, which is a clockwise direc-
tion as shown in the drawings, and the drum 130 is rotated
along the predetermined direction together with the laun-
dry, to lift the laundry.
[0087] The laundry may be rotated together with the
drum, in close contact with an inner surface of the drum
130 by a friction force with lifters and the inner circum-
ferential surface of the drum 130. The laundry is lifted to
the highest point of the drum 130, without being separat-
ed from the drum 130 by rotating the drum 130 at ap-
proximately 60 RPM or more, as this rotation speed gen-
erates a predetermined centrifugal force sufficient to pre-
vent the laundry from separating from the drum 130 up
to the highest point of the drum 130.
[0088] The rotation speed of the drum may be changed
so that the centrifugal force generated is larger than grav-
ity, allowing the laundry to be rotated together with the
drum from the lowest point of the drum 130, which is a
predetermined point of the inner surface of the drum ad-
jacent to the lowest point of the tub 120 to the highest
point of the tub 120. The laundry is dropped from the
highest point of the drum 130 to the lowest point of the
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drum 130when the drum 130 is suddenly braked, either
at or just before the laundry reaches the highest point of
the drum 130.
[0089] Specifically, to brake the drum 130 suddenly,
the motor 140 provides the drum 130 with a reverse-
torque. The reverse-torque is generated by reversing-
phase braking configured to supply reversing-phase cur-
rents to the motor 140, as described in reference to FIG.
3A (c). The reversing-phase braking is a type of motor
braking using a torque generated in a reverse direction
with respect to a rotation direction of the motor. A phase
of a current supplied to the motor may be reversed to
generate a reverse torque in a reverse rotation direction
of the motor and the reversing-phase braking enables
the sudden brake to be applied to the motor. For example,
as shown in the drawing, a current is applied to the motor
to rotate the drum in the clockwise direction and then a
current is applied to the motor to rotate the drum in the
counter-clockwise direction suddenly.
[0090] The timing point of the reversing-phase-braking
with respect to the motor 140 may be closely related to
the location of the laundry inside the drum 130. Because
of that, a device used to determine or predict the location
of the laundry may be provided and a sensing device
such as, for example, a hall effect sensor configured to
determine a rotation angle of a rotor, may be examples
of such a device. The control part may determine the
rotation angle of the drum by using the sensing device
and control the motor 140 to reversing-phase-brake
when or just before the drum has a rotation angle of 180°.
As a result, the drum rotated in the clockwise direction
is stopped quickly in response to the counter-clockwise
direction torque. The centrifugal force applied to the laun-
dry is removed and then the laundry is dropped to the
lowest point.
[0091] Hence, as shown in FIG. 4 (d), the drum 130 is
continuously rotated in the clockwise direction and the
rotation/dropping of the laundry is repeated. Although
FIG. 4 shows that the drum is rotated in the clockwise
direction, the drum may be rotated in the counter-clock-
wise direction to implement the step motion. The step
motion generates a relatively large load on the motor 140
and a net acting ratio of the step motion may be reduced.
[0092] The net acting ratio is a ratio of a motor driving
time to a total value of the driving time and the stopping
time of the motor 140. If the net acting ratio is ’1’, it means
that the motor is driven without a stopping time. The step
motion may be implemented at approximately 70% of the
net acting ratio, considering the load of the motor. For
example, the motor may be stopped for 3 seconds after
driving for 10 seconds. Other ratios and driving/stopping
times may also be appropriate.
[0093] Before the falling laundry reaches the lowest
point of the drum, that is, while the laundry is dropped,
the drum 130 starts its rotation to implement the next step
motion. In this case, the drum 130 is rotated to a prede-
termined angle and after that the laundry reaches the
lowest point of the drum 130. From this point, the laundry

and the drum may be rotated together. Although the drum
is rotated to 180° as it is set, the laundry cannot be rotated
to 180°, that is, the highest point of the drum 130 and it
cannot be dropped from the highest point to gain the de-
sired washing ability.
[0094] Because of that, the drum 130 is controlled to
be re-rotated as shown in FIG. 4 (d) after the laundry
reaches the lowest point of the drum. That is, the drum
remains at a stand still until the laundry reaches the low-
est point of the drum. More specifically, at the moment
when the laundry actually starts to be dropped, the stop-
ping of the drum 130 is generated. From the dropped
point in time until the point at which the laundry reaches
the lowest point of the drum, the drum remains stopped
and does not rotate. The stopped time may be larger than
the time taken for the laundry to be dropped to the lowest
point (point 1) from the highest point of the drum. As a
result, the drum may remain stopped for, for example,
0.4 second, or in certain examples, 0.6 second, to ensure
enough time in the stopping state. This allows the step
motion to be implemented more precisely to generate
the maximum shock and the desired washing ability may
be achieved accordingly.
[0095] FIG. 5 is a diagram of the scrub motion in more
detail.
[0096] First, the laundry is moved from the lowest point
of the drum 130 to a position reached after 90° or more
rotation in the clockwise direction of the drum 130, as
shown in FIGs. 5 (a)-(c). As described with respect to the
tub 120 standing still adjacent to the drum 130, the laun-
dry inside the drum 130 is moved from the predetermined
point of the inner drum surface adjacent to the lowest
point of the tub 120 to the point of the inner drum surface
rotated to 90 ° or more along the clockwise direction of
the drum 120. To generate such movement of the laun-
dry, the motor applies a rotation force, that is, a torque
to the drum 130 in a predetermined direction, (clockwise
direction) and then the drum 130 is rotated together with
the laundry to lift the laundry.
[0097] The laundry is rotated together with the drum,
in close contact with the inner circumferential surface of
the drum 130 by the lifter and the friction with the inner
circumferential surface of the drum, and is not separated
from the drum 130. For that, the drum is rotated at ap-
proximately 60RPM or higher to generate enough cen-
trifugal force so that the laundry is not separated from
the drum 130. The rotation speed of the drum may be
set to generate a centrifugal force larger than gravity tak-
ing the size of the drum, such as an inner diameter, into
consideration. As a result, the laundry is rotated together
with the drum from the lowest point of the drum to the
position of 90° or more rotation with respect to the lowest
point of the drum.
[0098] The laundry is then dropped from the position
of 90° or more rotation to the lowest point. For this drop-
ping of the laundry, the drum 130 is suddenly braked
when the laundry reaches the position of 90° or more
drum rotation. The motor 140 provides the drum 130 with
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a reverse-torque to apply the sudden brake to the drum.
As mentioned above in reference to FIG. 3A (e), the re-
verse-torque is a reverse-torque generated by reversing-
phase braking configured to supply reversing-phase cur-
rents to the motor 140.
[0099] The control part may determine a rotation angle
of the drum by using a sensing device as described
above. Once the rotation angle of the drum is 90° or more,
the control part may control the motor 140 to be reversing-
phase-braked. As a result, the drum 130 rotating in the
clockwise direction is provided with torque in the counter-
clockwise direction to momentarily stop rotation and re-
move the centrifugal force applied to the laundry. As
shown in FIG. 5 (c), the laundry may not be dropped
perpendicularly by the torque of the counter-clockwise
direction but dropped to the lowest point of the drum ob-
liquely toward the inner circumferential surface of the
drum. Because of the inclined dropping, the laundry may
have a relatively large amount of friction with the inner
surface of the drum in the middle of the dropping and the
simultaneous friction between the laundry items and be-
tween the laundry and the wash water may be relatively
large.
[0100] Hence, as shown in FIG. 5 (d), the drum 130 is
rotated in the counter-clockwise direction continuously
and the rotation/dropping of the laundry mentioned above
may be repeated. FIG. 5 shows that drum is rotated in
the clockwise direction earlier but the rotation of the coun-
ter-clockwise direction may be implemented earlier. The
scrub motion generates a relatively large load applied to
the motor 140, like the step motion, and the net acting
ratio of the scrub motion may be reduced, for example,
stopping of 3 seconds after the scrub motion may be
repeated and the net acting ratio of the scrub motion may
be controlled to be 70%. Other arrangements may also
be appropriate.
[0101] Before the falling laundry reaches the lowest
point of the drum, that is, while the laundry is dropped,
the drum 130 starts its reverse direction rotation to im-
plement the next step motion. In this case, the drum 130
is rotated to a predetermined angle and after that the
laundry reaches the lowest point of the drum 130. From
this point, the laundry and the drum may be rotated to-
gether. Although the drum is rotated to 90° as it is set,
the laundry cannot be rotated to 90°, that is, the highest
point of the drum 130 and it cannot be dropped from the
highest point to gain the desired washing ability.
[0102] Because of that, the drum 130 is re-rotated as
shown in FIG. 5 (d) after the laundry reaches the lowest
point of the drum. That is, the drum is controlled to keep
standing still until the laundry reaches the lowest point
of the drum. More specifically, at the moment when the
laundry actually starts to be dropped, the stopping of the
drum 130 is generated. From point in time at which the
laundry is dropped until the laundry reaches the lowest
point of the drum, the drum remains in the stopped state
and does not rotate. The time period of the drum stopping
state may be larger than the time taken for the laundry

to be dropped to the lowest point of the drum. As a result,
the stopping state kept by the drum may be set to, for
example, 0.2 second, which is smaller than the stopping
state of the drum in the step motion.
[0103] As such the stopping state kept by the drum is
set, the step motion may be implemented more precisely
so as to generate the maximum friction between the drum
inner surface and the laundry, maximum friction between
laundry items, and maximum friction between the laundry
and the wash water and the desired washing ability may
be achieved accordingly.
[0104] FIG. 6 is a graph comparing washing ability and
vibration level of each motion shown in FIG. 3A. A hori-
zontal axis presents the washing ability, with easier sep-
aration of contaminants contained in the laundry moving
to the left. A vertical axis presents the vibration or noise
level, with higher levels moving upward, with the washing
time for the same laundry being reduced.
[0105] The step motion and the scrub motion are prop-
er to washing courses implemented to reduce the wash-
ing time when the laundry has severe contaminant. The
step motion and the scrub motion have a high vibra-
tion/noise level and are typically not used to wash sen-
sitive fabric and/or to minimize noise and vibration.
[0106] The rolling motion has a good washing ability
and a low vibration level, with minimized laundry damage
and low motor load. As a result, the rolling motion may
be used in all of the washing courses, especially, to aid
detergent dissolution in an initial washing stage and to
wet the laundry.
[0107] The tumbling motion has a lower washing ability
than the scrub motion and a middle vibration level in com-
parison to the scrub motion and the rolling motion. The
rolling motion has a lower vibration level but it has a longer
washing time than the tumbling motion. Because of that,
the tumbling motion may be applicable to all of the wash-
ing courses and may be effective in a washing course to
distribute the laundry uniformly.
[0108] The squeeze motion has a similar washing abil-
ity to the tumbling motion and a higher vibration level
than the tumbling motion. The squeeze motion repeats
the process of drawing the laundry toward and separating
the laundry from the inner circumferential surface of the
drum. In this process, the wash water is discharged out-
side of the drum after passing through the laundry. Thus,
the squeeze motion may be applied to rinsing.
[0109] The filtration motion has a lower washing ability
than the squeeze motion and a similar noise level to the
rolling motion. In the filtration motion, the water passes
through the laundry and is discharged out of the drum,
with the laundry in close contact with the inner circum-
ferential surface of the drum. As a result, the filtration
motion may be applied to a course for wetting of the laun-
dry.
[0110] The swing motion has the lowest vibration level
and washing ability and may be applied in a low noise
and low vibration washing course and a course for wash-
ing sensitive or delicate articles.
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[0111] As mentioned above, each drum driving motion
has its own advantages and it is preferable that those
various drum driving motions are used to maximize the
advantages. Each drum driving motion may also have
advantages and disadvantages in relation to the laundry
amount. Even in case of the same course and cycle, the
various drum driving motions may be applied differently
depending on the relation with the laundry amount.
[0112] An interior of the drum in the drum type washing
machine may be visible from the exterior via the door.
The various drum driving motions may be implemented
in a washing course which will be described later. As a
result, the user may view the various drum driving mo-
tions implemented in the interior of the drum. That is, a
soft striking type of washing (tumbling motion), a strong
striking type of washing (step motion), soft scrubbing type
of washing (rolling motion) and a strong scrubbing type
of washing (scrub motion) may be visibly identified. Be-
cause of that, the user may sense that washing is imple-
mented well, which may generate improved user satis-
faction in addition to the substantially improved washing
efficiency.

III. COURSES OF A LAUNDRY MACHINE

[0113] Various control methods, that is, various cours-
es of a washing machine will now be discussed in order
to provide a better understanding of the method of oper-
ating a laundry machine according to the present inven-
tion, which method includes a draining step, a spinning
step and a disentangling step.

A. COURSE A (STANDARD COURSE)

[0114] Course A will be described in reference to FIG.
7A. Course A is a standard course which may be used
to wash normal laundry without any auxiliary option.
Course A includes a washing cycle, a rinsing cycle and
a spinning cycle. The user may select the standard
course from a course selecting part 117 (S710).

A.1 Washing Cycle (S730):

[0115] The washing cycle includes a water supplying
step (S733) that supplies wash water and detergent to a
tub 120 or a drum 130 to dissolve the detergent in the
wash water, and a washing step (S742) configured to
drive the drum to wash the laundry. In the water supplying
step, water is supplied from an external water supply
source to the washing machine, together with the deter-
gent. By improving efficiency of the water supplying step
in preparation for the washing step, efficiency of the
washing cycle including washing efficiency and washing
time reduction may also be achieved.

A.1.1 Determining Laundry Amount (S731):

[0116] As mentioned above, the water supplying step

is done in preparation for the main-washing step. As a
result, detergent dissolution, laundry wetting and the like
may be implemented quickly and completely. However,
considering the capacity of the drum and the amount of
the wash water supplied to the drum, a drum driving mo-
tion may be controlled according to the amount of the
laundry in the drum in the water supplying step. That is,
a drum driving motion capable of performing the deter-
gent dissolution and the laundry wetting more efficiently
may be selected based on the amount of laundry in the
drum.
[0117] A laundry amount determining step configured
to determine the amount of the laundry accommodated
in the drum may be implemented before the water sup-
plying step. Based on the determined amount of laundry,
the drum driving motion may be differentiated in the water
supplying step.
[0118] A laundry amount may be determined by meas-
uring electric currents used to drive the drum. For exam-
ple, the currents used to implement a tumble motion may
be measured. To implement the tumble motion, a control
part controls the drum to be rotated at a predetermined
RPM, for example, 46RPM. A current value required to
drive the drum at that RPM may be different, depending
on the amount of laundry in the drum. Thus, the amount
of laundry may be determined based on an amount of
current required to drive a particular drum at a particular
RPM in a particular motion.
[0119] If the laundry amount is relatively large, suffi-
cient wash water may be supplied to the laundry at an
initial stage of the water supplying step and washing ef-
ficiency of the washing may be further improved. The
drum driving motion may be differentiated according to
the laundry amount in the water supplying step and the
parameters of the water supplying step may be deter-
mined appropriately.

A.1.2 Water Supplying (S733):

A.1.2.1 Detergent Type Determining (S734):

[0120] In the initial stage of the water supplying step,
a detergent type determining step may be implemented
to determine whether the detergent supplied during the
initial stage of the water supplying step is a liquid type or
powder type. This step is implemented to determine a
drum driving motion or the number of rinsings in the rins-
ing cycle which will be implemented after the washing
cycle. Information relating to the washing cycle and the
rinsing cycle may be available to the user via a display
part 119 in an initial operation of the washing machine.
Because of that, the detergent type determining step may
be implemented in the initial stage of the water supplying
step, specifically, before a detergent dissolution promot-
ing step.
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A.1.2.2 Detergent Dissolution Promoting (S735):

[0121] As the wash water and the detergent are sup-
plied in the water supplying step, the detergent dissolving
step may be implemented. To improve the efficiency of
the washing cycle, the detergent may be more completely
and effectively dissolved in the initial stage of the water
supplying step. As a result, the detergent dissolution pro-
moting step may be implemented in the water supplying
step to promote detergent dissolution.
[0122] A motion, namely, drum driving motion to move
the laundry inside the drum to promote the detergent dis-
solution may be a motion configured to supply a strong
mechanical force to the wash water and the laundry. For
example, a step motion configured to repeatedly lift the
laundry along the rotating drum and to drop the laundry
from an inner circumferential surface of the drum accord-
ing to a brake applied to the drum may be implemented
in the detergent dissolution promoting step. Alternatively,
a scrub motion configured to lift the laundry along the
rotating drum and drop the laundry according to the brake
and reverse-rotation of the drum to re-lift the laundry may
be implemented instead of the step motion. The step mo-
tion and the scrub motion are motions configured to apply
a sudden brake to the rotating drum to suddenly change
the movement direction of the laundry and apply a strong
shock to the laundry. In addition, the step motion and the
scrub motion are configured to also apply the strong
shock to the wash water. As a result, strong mechanical
force is provided in the initial stage of the water supplying
step to promote detergent dissolution and to improve the
efficiency of the washing cycle accordingly.
[0123] In alternative examples, the detergent dissolu-
tion promoting step may be implemented by repeating
the sequential combination of the step motion and the
scrub motion. In this case, two types of drum driving mo-
tions are combined repeatedly and patterns of the wash
water flow may be more diversified to improve the effi-
ciency of the washing cycle.
[0124] In a typical water supplying step, the drum
would be driven in the tumbling motion that continuously
rotates the drum in a predetermined direction at a pre-
determined speed to lift and drop the laundry. However,
it is found that the time taken to dissolve detergent in
wash water in the tumbling motion may be greater than
in either the step or scrub motions, or a combination
thereof. For example, the time to dissolve detergent in
the tumbling motion in an exemplary washer may be ap-
proximately 15 minutes, whereas the time taken to dis-
solve the detergent in the wash water in the step motion
or scrub motion using the same washer may be 9 to 10
minutes. Thus, the step motion or scrub motion may dis-
solve the detergent in the wash water more quickly, and
the corresponding time of the specific washing course to
be reduced.
[0125] In the step and scrub motions, the laundry is
dropped and the dropping shock is applied to the laundry,
while the rotation and stopping of the drum may generate

a strong vortex in the wash water.
[0126] Additionally, a circulating step configured to cir-
culate the wash water held in the tub and to re-supply
the wash water to the drum may be implemented in the
detergent dissolution promoting step. In the circulating
step, the wash water held below the drum is supplied to
the inside of the drum, further promoting detergent dis-
solution and laundry wetting.
[0127] In certain examples, the detergent dissolution
promoting step may be implemented for, for example,
approximately 2 minutes, or other amount of time as ap-
propriate, until the water supplying is completed. The wa-
ter supplying may be completed in the detergent disso-
lution promoting step or water may be additionally sup-
plied because a water level may be decreased in a fol-
lowing laundry wetting step. The detergent dissolution
promoting step may be implemented for a relatively short
time so as to not significantly impact laundry fabric dam-
age. As a result, a drum driving motion in the detergent
dissolution promoting step of each above course may be
the scrub motion, depending on an amount of laundry in
the drum.
[0128] That is, the detergent dissolution promoting
step may be implemented if the determined laundry
amount is a predetermined level or lower, as the drum
driving motions configured to supply the strong mechan-
ical force may be more effective with small amounts of
laundry and because the small amounts of laundry may
maintain sufficient contact with the wash water. Specifi-
cally, the small amount of laundry indicates that a surface
area of the laundry which has to contact with the wash
water is small and that the detergent dissolution and laun-
dry wetting may be implemented by the mechanical force
applied to turn over the laundry in a relatively short time.
As a result, the step motion or the scrub motion enables
the efficiency of the washing to be improved and the time
of the washing time to be reduced accordingly.
[0129] In contrast, if the laundry amount determined in
the laundry amount determining step is a predetermined
level or higher, the detergent dissolution promoting step
may be skipped. That is, if the amount of the laundry is
relatively large, the mechanical force is not enough for
the laundry to make sufficient contact with the wash water
because wash water cannot be supplied to/absorbed by
entangled laundry in a sufficient amount.
[0130] As a result, if the laundry amount is a predeter-
mined level or higher, the detergent dissolution promot-
ing step is omitted and the laundry wetting step starts
immediately. If the laundry amount is the predetermined
level or higher, the laundry may make better contact with
the wash water to promote the detergent dissolution us-
ing the circulating step in the water supplying step.

A.1.2.3 Laundry Wetting (S736):

[0131] A step of sufficiently wetting the laundry with
the wash water may be implemented in the water sup-
plying step, together with the detergent dissolution. In
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the case of a drum type washing machine, the laundry
is not necessarily fully submerged into the wash water,
and thus laundry wetting may be implemented quickly in
an initial stage of the washing cycle. After the detergent
dissolution promoting step, a laundry-wetting promoting
step may be implemented to promote laundry wetting.
This step may be implemented after the water supplying
step is implemented to a predetermined degree or until
the water supplying step is completed to ensure that the
laundry is sufficiently saturated. Alternatively, the deter-
gent dissolution promoting step may be implemented af-
ter the water supplying is completed. The water level is
decreased in the laundry wetting step and additional wa-
ter supply may be implemented.
[0132] The laundry wetting step may be partially im-
plemented in the detergent dissolution promoting step
mentioned above and a water level may be increased
enough to allow wash water to be collected inside the
drum. Because of that, the step of promoting the laundry
wetting may be implemented after the detergent disso-
lution promoting step. A drum driving motion of the laun-
dry wetting promoting step may be controlled differently
in comparison to that of the detergent dissolution pro-
moting step. For example, the drum driving motion of the
laundry wetting promoting step may include a rolling mo-
tion and/or a filtration motion. In certain examples, the
filtration motion and the rolling motion may be implement-
ed sequentially.
[0133] The filtration motion is a motion in which the
laundry is broadly distributed to broaden the surface area
of the laundry, and thus the filtration motion may be used
to wet the laundry uniformly. The rolling motion is a mo-
tion in which the laundry is repeatedly turned over to
make the wash water held under the drum contact the
laundry uniformly, and the rolling motion may also be
applied in laundry wetting. To utilize these effects as
much as possible, different drum driving motions, that is,
repeated/sequential implementation of the filtration and
rolling motions in a predetermined order may maximize
effect of the laundry wetting promoting step.
[0134] If the laundry amount is a predetermined level
or higher, the drum driving motion of the laundry wetting
promoting step may include the filtration motion. That is,
in the filtration motion, the surface area of the laundry is
broadened and the wash water is supplied in the filtration
motion, and the laundry is distributed uniformly without
being entangled and the wash water is supplied the laun-
dry uniformly. Alternatively, or in addition to the filtration
motion, the tumbling motion may also be implemented.
[0135] If the laundry amount is lower than the prede-
termined level, a filtration and/or tumbling motion may be
employed during the laundry wetting promotion step.
[0136] The user may select a contamination level of
the laundry from the option selecting part 118 and a net
acting ratio of the motor may be differentiated according
to this selection. However, the net acting ratio in the water
supplying step may not be differentiated according to the
selected contamination level, because the net acting ratio

in the water supplying step is preset to optimize detergent
dissolution and laundry wetting, and because concern of
unnecessary damage to the laundry cannot be ignored.
If the net acting ratio is decreased, the detergent disso-
lution and the laundry wetting cannot be sufficiently im-
plemented.
[0137] The water supplying step in the standard course
may include the detergent type determining step, the de-
tergent dissolution promoting step and the laundry wet-
ting promoting step described above. In alternative ex-
amples, the detergent type determining step, the deter-
gent dissolution promoting step or the laundry wetting
step may be provided independent from the water sup-
plying step. In this case, the detergent determining step,
the detergent dissolution promoting step or the laundry
wetting step may be implemented after the water supply
is completed.

A.1.3 Heating (S740):

[0138] The washing cycle includes the washing step.
To prepare for washing, a heating step may be imple-
mented between the washing and the water supplying
steps.
[0139] The heating step may be configured to heat the
wash water by using the heater provided under the tub
or to increase the temperature of the wash water or the
drum by using steam supplied to the inside of the drum.
Because of that, the heating step may be implemented
or omitted as necessary. That is, if using cold air or water
to treat the laundry, the heating step may not be imple-
mented. However, if the temperature of the wash water
is preset to be higher than the temperature of the cold
water because of a default temperature associated with
a selected course, or if the temperature of the wash water
is selected to be higher than the temperature of the cold
water from the option selecting part 118, the heating step
may be implemented.
[0140] The drum driving motion in the heating step may
be differentiated according to the amount of the laundry.
A tumble motion may be implemented in the heating step
regardless of the laundry amount. However, as men-
tioned above, if the laundry amount is the predetermined
level or lower, the rolling motion may be implemented in
the heating step. That is, in case the laundry is relatively
small, the repeated turn-over of the laundry in the lower
portion of the drum may be more effective in heating and
washing than the distribution of the laundry. Alternatively,
with a small amount of laundry in the heating step, a
combination of the tumbling and rolling motions may be
used, and with a large amount of laundry, the tumble
motion may be used.
[0141] The heating step may include a heating prepar-
ing step configured to prepare for heating after the water
supplying step. This means that the water supplying step
is completed after completion of the laundry wetting. As
a result, it is possible to determine the amount of laundry
more precisely after the water supplying step, because
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wet laundry items cannot be distinguished from dry laun-
dry items based on the laundry amount before the laundry
wetting. For example, the amount of wet laundry items
may be determined larger than the actual amount, before
the laundry wetting. As a result, in certain examples, a
more precise laundry amount determining step may be
implemented in the heating step, before the washing. If
the heating step is omitted, a step corresponding to the
heating preparing step may be implemented to determine
the precise amount of the laundry. That is, if the heating
step is omitted, the precise laundry amount determining
step may be implemented before the washing step after
the water supplying step is complemented.

A.1.4 Washing (S742):

[0142] Once the water supplying step and the heating
step described above are completed, the washing step
configured to wash the laundry may be implemented. A
drum driving motion in the washing step may be a se-
quential combination of step and/or tumble and/or rolling
motions to apply a strong mechanical force and move
the laundry in diverse patterns to improve washing effi-
ciency.
[0143] Alternatively, the drum driving motion in the
washing step may be a sequential combination of the
filtration motion and the tumble motion to continuously
supply wash water to the laundry to improve washing
efficiency generated by the detergent as well as washing
efficiency generated by the mechanical force applied to
the laundry.
[0144] As a result, the drum driving motion in the wash-
ing step may be differentiated according to the laundry
amount because the drum driving motion capable of gen-
erating an optimal washing effect may be different de-
pending on the laundry amount. The laundry amount may
be the laundry amount determined before the water sup-
plying step or in the heating step. In the washing step,
the drum driving motion may be differentiated according
to the laundry amount determined after the water sup-
plying step.
[0145] If the laundry amount is a predetermined level
or higher, the drum driving motion may include the filtra-
tion motion and/or the tumble motion. If the washing ma-
chine is not equipped to circulate the wash water, only
the tumble motion may be implemented. In the case of
a large amount of laundry, wash water may be supplied
to the laundry uniformly and the mechanical force may
be applied to the laundry simultaneously to improve
washing efficiency.
[0146] If the laundry amount is a predetermined level
or lower, the drum driving motion may include a step mo-
tion and/or a rolling motion to improve the washing effi-
ciency as the laundry is moved in various patterns with
the mechanical force applied to the laundry. In certain
examples, the tumbling motion may also be implemented
with the step motion and/or the rolling motion.
[0147] As mentioned above, in the standard course,

the drum driving motion in the water supplying step, the
heating step and the washing step may be diversified
and efficiency of the washing cycle may be improved
accordingly. In addition, the drum driving motion in each
of the steps may be differentiated according to the
amount of laundry in the drum and the optimized washing
cycle may be implemented accordingly.
[0148] If the user selects a contamination level of the
laundry from the option selecting part 118, the net acting
ratio of the heating step and the washing step may be
differentiated. If the net acting ratio is unnecessarily high
in a case in which the contamination level is relatively
low, the laundry would be unnecessarily damaged.

A.2 Rinsing Cycle (S750):

[0149] A control method of a rinsing cycle in Course A
will be described in reference to FIG. 7A. According to
this example, the rinsing cycle may be implemented as
a part of a single course, together with the washing cycle
described above, or it may be implemented independ-
ently. Simply for ease of discussion, a control method of
the rinsing cycle implemented after the washing cycle
mentioned in the standard course will be described here-
inafter.

A.2.1. First Rinsing (S751):

[0150] Once the washing cycle is completed, a first
rinsing step configured to supply water and to drive the
drum to implement rinsing may be performed.
[0151] One or more spinning steps may be implement-
ed in the standard course in each of the washing cycle,
the rinsing cycle and the spinning cycle. For example,
spinning after the washing cycle and spinning in the rins-
ing cycle may be implemented. These spinning steps
may be referred to as ’intermediate-spinning’ to be dis-
tinguished from the spinning cycle which is the last cycle
of the standard course.
[0152] A spinning level may be determined based on
RPM of the drum. Typically, intermediate-spinning may
be implemented at approximately 200 to 400 RPM, and,
for example, at approximately 400 RPM in a Sensitive
Course, approximately 600 RPM in a Weak Course, ap-
proximately 800 RPM in a Middle Course, and approxi-
mately 1000 RPM in a Strong Course. A drum RPM for
intermediate-spinning may be selected based on a low
resonance frequency and a high resonance frequency
during operation depending on the current operation pa-
rameters.
[0153] The resonance frequency is an eigen physical
value of the washing machine and the vibration of the
washing machine is drastically increased near the reso-
nance frequency. If the drum is rotated near the reso-
nance frequency and the laundry not distributed uniform-
ly, the vibration of the washing machine will be increased
very suddenly. As a result, if spinning is implemented at
a predetermined RPM higher than the resonance fre-
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quency, a laundry disentangling step would typically be
implemented to distribute the laundry uniformly inside
the drum and the vibration is sensed. If the sensed vi-
bration is less than a predetermined value, an acceler-
ating step may be implemented to be out of a resonance
frequency band.
[0154] As water supplying and rinsing are repeated
more times in the rinsing cycle, the time required by the
intermediate-spinning implemented in the middle of the
rinsings would be longer. To address concerns of resid-
ual detergent remaining after washing is completed, the
rinsing steps may be implemented at least three times
or more in the rinsing cycle. Intermediate-spinning im-
plemented at this time may add a significant amount of
time to the rinsing cycle, resulting in an excessively long
rinsing cycle. According to this example, the RPM in the
intermediate-spinning implemented in the middle of the
water supplying and the rinsing may be differentiated.
That is, the drum may be rotated at a predetermined RPM
lower than the low resonance frequency in a predeter-
mined specific intermediate-spinning and at a predeter-
mined RPM higher than the high resonance frequency
in another predetermined specific intermediate-spinning.
[0155] When the specific intermediate-spinning is im-
plemented at an RPM lower than the low resonance fre-
quency, the time required by an auxiliary laundry disen-
tangling step, vibration amount sensing step and accel-
erating step may be unnecessary, thus potentially reduc-
ing the time required by the rinsing cycle. The RPM of
this intermediate-spinning may be set to be approximate-
ly 100 to 110. In contrast, if the specific intermediate-
spinning is implemented at the RPM lower than the low
resonance frequency, the time required by the rinsing
cycle may be reduced, but wash water including deter-
gent may not be completely discharged.
[0156] The most contaminants and detergent rem-
nants may be found in the wash water after the washing
cycle. Because of that, the wash water may be dis-
charged from the laundry as thoroughly as possible after
the washing cycle.
[0157] A high speed spinning (S752) may be imple-
mented in an initial stage of the first rinsing step, after
the washing cycle in the standard course. In the high
speed spinning, the drum may be rotated at a higher RPM
than the high resonance frequency such that a maximum
amount of wash water may be discharged from the laun-
dry. For example, the RPM may be set to be approxi-
mately 1000 RPM. The high speed spinning step may
continuously rotate the drum at the high speed, that is,
approximately 1000 RPM, regardless of the user’s se-
lection, so that detergent remnants may be discharged
as thoroughly as possible before the rinsing.
[0158] Once the high speed spinning is completed, a
first drum driving step (S753) may be implemented to
drive the drum after water supplying to rinse the laundry.
A rinsing water level may be a relatively high level allow-
ing the water level to be visible through the door, so that
the laundry submerged into the wash water. Thus, a sig-

nificant amount of wash water may be supplied to rinse
the laundry in an initial stage of the rinsing cycle.
[0159] A drum driving motion in the first drum driving
step may be a scrub and/or swing motion, to move the
maximum amount of laundry submerged into the wash
water to improve rinsing performance. This scrub and
swing motions correspond to a process of continuously
hand-scrubbing the laundry under the wash water after
submerging the laundry into the wash water. The tum-
bling and step motions correspond to a process of re-
peatedly moving the laundry into and out of the wash
water. As a result, the first drum driving step may control
the drum to be driven in the scrub and/or swing motion,
with a high water level, allow the user to visually recog-
nize that enough rinsing is implemented. In alternative
examples, a circulating step configured to circulate the
wash water held in the tub into the drum may be imple-
mented in the first drum driving step. Wash water is
sprayed into the drum to rinse the laundry. This process
may be referred to as ’spray rinsing’. This also displays
to a user, as it may be visible through the door, that
enough rinsing is implemented.
[0160] Once the first drum driving step is completed,
a first draining and intermediate-spinning step (S754)
may be implemented. During water draining, the drum
may be driven in the step and/or tumbling motion. The
laundry is lifted and dropped to improve washing efficien-
cy and bubbles are generated to improve rinsing efficien-
cy. The drum driving motion may be differentiated ac-
cording to the laundry amount. In the case of a small
amount of laundry, the drum is driven in the step motion
to generate the maximum distance between the lifting
and the dropping. In the case of a large amount of laundry,
the drum may be driven in the tumbling motion.
[0161] Intermediate-spinning may be implemented at
approximately 100 to 110 RPM in the first draining and
intermediate-spinning. Then, the laundry disentangling
step, the vibration sensing step and the accelerating step
may be omitted and the required time may be noticeably
reduced.
[0162] In alternative examples, in the first draining and
intermediate-spinning step in a standard course, the in-
termediate-spinning may be implemented at approxi-
mately 400 RPM higher than the low resonance frequen-
cy. In this case, the step and/or tumbling motion may be
implemented when water is drained and the laundry is
sufficiently distributed. Because of that, the laundry dis-
entangling step may be omitted. Even at a rotation speed
higher than the low resonance frequency, the intermedi-
ate-spinning may be implemented for a short time, with
the vibration sensing step and the single accelerating
step. Such intermediate-spinning may be implemented
at a relatively high RPM to discharge detergent remnants
and contaminants which fail to be discharged via the high
speed spinning step. However, in a case in which the
amount of vibration measured in the vibration sensing
step is out of an allowable range, the vibration sensing
step may be repeated so as to fail to enter into the ac-
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celerating step, and the rinsing time might be increased
disadvantageously. Because of that, the vibration sens-
ing step may be implemented at the drum speed of ap-
proximately 100 to 110 RPM and in case the accelerating
step fails to start within a predetermined times of vibration
step implementations, the first draining and intermediate-
spinning step may finish.

A.2.2 Second Rinsing (S756) and Final Rinsing (S760):

[0163] A second rinsing step (S756) may follow the
first rinsing step. The second rinsing step may include a
second drum driving step (S757) and a second draining
and intermediate-spinning step (S758). The second
drum driving step may be essentially the same as the
first drum driving step described above. Also, the second
draining and intermediate-spinning step may be essen-
tially the same as the first draining and intermediate-spin-
ning step. However, intermediate-spinning is implement-
ed at approximately 100 to 110 RPM in the second drain-
ing and intermediate-spinning step to reduce the rinsing
time, because detergent remnants have already been
discharged in the high speed spinning step and the first
draining and intermediate-spinning step.
[0164] The rinsing cycle may make use of the result of
the determination of the detergent type determining step.
[0165] If the detergent is a liquid type, relatively little
detergent may remain and the second rinsing step may
be omitted to reduce the time required by the rinsing cy-
cle. If the detergent is a powder type, the first rinsing step
and the second rinsing step may be performed by default.
[0166] If the detergent is a liquid type, a third rinsing
step (S760) may serve as a final rinsing step after the
first rinsing step. If the detergent is a powder type, a third
rinsing step may serves as a final rinsing step after the
second rinsing step. However, when bubbles are sensed
in the third rinsing step (in the case of a powder type
detergent), a fourth rinsing step as final rising step may
be implemented.
[0167] A water level of the final rinsing step (S760) may
be a relatively low level. In the case of a tilted drum type
washing machine having a drum tilted at a predetermined
angle, a water level may be a predetermined level suffi-
cient to supply water only to a predetermined rear portion
of the tilted drum. That is, the water level may be such
that it is not sensed, or visible, outside the washing ma-
chine. However, such a water level is predetermined so
as to not generate any more bubbles in the laundry. Even
if bubbles are generated, the bubbles are generated in
the tub, not in the drum, to prevent excess accumulation.
As a result, the user may visually identify that no bubbles
are generated in the final rinsing step and rinsing per-
formance satisfaction may be improved.
[0168] A third draining step (S762) may be implement-
ed after the third drum driving step (S761) in the final
rinsing step, to implement the spinning cycle. The drum
may be driven in the step and/or scrub motion to distribute
the laundry uniformly in the third draining step.

A.3 Spinning Cycle (S770):

[0169] A control method of the spinning cycle in the
standard course will be described in reference to FIG.
7A. The spinning cycle may be implemented as a part of
the standard course, together with the washing cycle and
the rinsing cycle, or independently as a single course.
Simply for ease of discussion, a control method of the
spinning cycle implemented after the washing cycle and
the rising cycle composing the standard course will be
described.

A.3.1 Laundry Disentangling (S771):

[0170] The spinning cycle may include a laundry dis-
entangling step configured to disentangle the laundry by
driving the drum to distribute the laundry uniformly. The
spinning cycle is provided to minimize the vibration gen-
erated when the drum is rotated at a high speed. If the
drum is driven in the step and/or scrub motion in the drain-
ing step right before the spinning cycle, the laundry is
likely to be disentangled to a predetermined degree by
the step and/or scrub motion and the time required by
the laundry disentangling step may be significantly re-
duced.

A.3.2 Eccentricity Measuring (S773):

[0171] After the laundry disentangling step, the amount
of eccentricity with rotating the drum at a predetermined
RPM lower than the low resonance frequency for a pre-
determined time period, may be measured by accelerat-
ing the drum and determine whether the laundry is uni-
formly distributed inside the drum.
[0172] An eccentricity measuring step of a spinning cy-
cle in a standard course according to another example
may be implemented before a laundry disentangling step.
A significant amount of laundry disentangling may have
been implemented by the drum driving motion of the rins-
ing cycle. As a result, the spinning cycle may start with
the eccentricity measuring step to reduce the time of the
spinning cycle. If the measured eccentricity compared
with a reference eccentricity value is determined to be
satisfactory, the accelerating, which will be described lat-
er, may be implemented. If the measured eccentricity is
unsatisfactory compared with the reference eccentricity
value, the laundry disentangling step may be implement-
ed. The drum may driven in the step motion in the laundry
disentangling step to promote the laundry disentangling
and the eccentricity measuring step may re-start after
the laundry disentangling step.

A.3.3 Accelerating and Normal Spinning (S775):

[0173] After the eccentricity measuring step, a step of
accelerating the rotation of the drum to a normal-spinning
RPM (accelerating step) may be implemented. After that,
a normal-spinning step configured to rotate the drum at
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the normal-spinning RPM may be implemented to com-
plete the spinning cycle. The drum rotation speed of the
normal spinning may be defaulted to be approximately
1000 RPM. That is, the amount of the moisture contained
in the laundry may be reduced as much as possible to
minimize detergent remnants. The RPM of the normal-
spinning may be changeable according to the user’s se-
lection, because RPM of the normal spinning is related
to a residual moisture level and wrinkle level of the laun-
dry after the spinning cycle is completed. As a result, the
user may select and RPM of the normal spinning step,
relating to a moisture level and a wrinkle-level of the laun-
dry.

B. COURSE B (HEAVY CONTAMINANT COURSE):

[0174] A heavy contaminant course B in which heavy
dirt is to be removed from laundry items will be described
in reference to FIG. 8. The heavy contaminant course
may be selected at the course selecting part 117 (S810).

B.1 Washing Cycle (S830):

B.1.1. Determining Laundry Amount (S831):

[0175] Once the heavy contaminant course is select-
ed, a laundry amount determining step may be imple-
mented to determine the amount of laundry loaded into
the drum. The method of determining the laundry amount
may be similar to that described above with respect to
the standard course, and thus a repeated description
thereof will be omitted accordingly. The laundry amount
determining step could be implemented before the
course selecting step.
[0176] The control part compares the laundry amount
determined in the laundry amount determining step with
a reference value and controls drum driving motions of
a water supplying step and a washing step, which will be
described later, based on the result of the comparison.
Essentially, a determined laundry amount greater than a
reference value may be considered a large load, and a
determined laundry amount less than the reference value
may be considered a small load. Drum driving motions
of each step according to the determined laundry amount
will be described.

B.1.2 Water Supplying (S833):

[0177] In a water supplying step, the control part con-
trols the water supply device (e.g. the water supply path
and water supply valve) connected with the water supply
source and the tub to supply the wash water to the tub.
If the laundry amount measured in the laundry amount
determining step is smaller than a reference value, the
control part may control the drum to be driven in the tum-
bling motion and/or the step motion and/or the scrub mo-
tion and/or the filtration motion and/or the rolling motion.
[0178] First, if the laundry loaded into the drum is en-

tangled, the eccentric rotation of the drum would be gen-
erated, and the control part may control the drum to be
driven in the tumbling motion in the water supplying step
to disentangle the laundry. In the tumbling motion, the
drum is rotated in a predetermined direction and the laun-
dry is dropped to the lowest point of the drum from an
approximately 90° or more position with respect to the
rotation direction of the drum, such that the entangled
laundry may be disentangled and distributed uniformly.
[0179] The control part controls the drum to be rotated
in the step motion and/or the scrub motion so that a drop-
ping shock is applied to the laundry loaded into the drum.
The step motion and the scrub may be applied to remove
insoluble contaminants smoothly. As a result, once the
drum is driven in the step motion and/or the scrub motion,
insoluble contaminants may be removed in the water
supplying step, and reduced washing time and improved
washing efficiency may be achieved.
[0180] The water supplying step supplies wash water
to the tub and wets the laundry loaded into the drum, as
mentioned above. Because of that, the control part may
drive the drum in the filtration motion after the step motion
and/or the scrub motion to perform laundry wetting.
[0181] In addition, the control part may drive the drum
in the rolling motion to dissolve detergent in the wash
water in the water supplying step, in addition to the rolling
motion, to wet the laundry in the wash water, before the
water supplying step is completed.
[0182] If the laundry amount is more than a reference
value, the control part may control the drum to be driven
in the tumbling motion and/or the filtration motion, in the
water supplying step. If the laundry amount is relatively
large, specifically, more than the reference value, the
drum motion configured to apply a sudden brake to the
drum such as the step motion and/or the scrub motion
may apply too much load on the motor. By extension, the
original effect of the step and/or scrub motion which is
the application of the dropping shock cannot be achieved.
Thus, the step and/or scrub motion are not implemented
if a large amount of laundry is loaded in the drum. Also,
if a large amount of laundry is loaded in the drum, the
laundry wetting effect generated by the rolling motion
having the relatively low rotation speed cannot be effec-
tively achieved, and so instead the tumbling motion may
be implemented for laundry wetting. Eventually, if the
laundry amount is more than the reference value, the
drum may be driven in the tumbling and/or the filtration
motion such that the effects of the laundry distribution,
the insoluble contaminant removal, the laundry wetting
and the detergent dissolution mentioned above may be
achieved.

B.1.3 Washing (S835):

[0183] After the water supplying step is completed, a
washing step of the heavy contaminant course may start.
The washing step of the heavy contaminant course may
include a soaking step, contaminant removing step and
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a remaining-contaminant removing step. In this case,
wash water having different temperatures may be sup-
plied in each step and each step may be implemented
accordingly.

B.1.3.1 Soaking (S836):

[0184] The soaking step is a process of soaking the
laundry in cold water to loosen heavy contaminants con-
tained in the laundry. Relatively cool water having a tem-
perature of, for example, approximately 15°C is used in
the soaking step, to loosen protein components con-
tained in the heavy contaminants attached to the laundry
for a long time. If these protein components contact heat-
ed water, these heavy contaminants tend to be fixedly
solidified in the laundry and it is difficult to separate them
from the laundry. Because of that, the soaking step may
be implemented using cold water, to prevent the heavy
contaminants having the protein components from being
fixed to the laundry.
[0185] If the laundry amount is less than a predeter-
mined value, the motor may drive the drum in the step
motion. The tumbling motion and/or the rolling motion
may be added after the step motion. Since the step mo-
tion has excellent washing ability and reduced washing
time, the heavy contaminants attached to the laundry
may be soaked and a shock is applied to the laundry. As
a result, the step motion has an effect of inducing sepa-
ration of the heavy contaminants from the laundry.
[0186] If the laundry amount is more than the reference
value, the drum may be driven in the tumbling motion
and/or the rolling motion in the soaking step. That is, if
the measured laundry amount is more than a predeter-
mined reference value, the step motion may not be im-
plemented due to the excessive load that would be ap-
plied to the motor. As noted above, the step motion ap-
plies a dropping shock to the laundry inside the drum and
to improve washing efficiency. However, if the laundry
amount is large the step motion may not be implemented.
When the laundry amount is more than the reference
value, the step motion is also not implemented in the
contaminant removing and the remaining contaminant
removing steps, which will be described later.

B.1.3.2 Contaminant Removing (S837):

[0187] After the soaking step, a contaminant removing
step configured to heat wash water in a range of 35°C to
40°C to remove heavy contaminants may start. The tem-
perature of the wash water used in the contaminant re-
moving step is set be between 35°C to 40°C because
sebum components contained in the heavy contaminants
may be removed more easily at a temperature that is
similar to a human body temperature. The heater provid-
ed in the bottom surface of the tub or the moisture sup-
plying device configured to supply heated-moisture such
as steam to the tub may be used to increase the temper-
ature of the wash water up to within the predetermined

range.
[0188] In the contaminant removing step, the control
part may control the motor to drive the drum in the tum-
bling motion and/or the rolling motion if the laundry
amount is the reference value or less. The tumbling mo-
tion and/or the rolling motion may apply low load on the
motor and reduce the washing time, with high washing
efficiency. Because of that, reduced washing time may
be achieved.
[0189] If the laundry amount is more than the reference
value, the control part may control the drum to be driven
in the tumbling motion. In case of a large amount of laun-
dry, the rolling motion configured to rotate the drum at
the relatively low speed may not be effective in contam-
inant removal, and thus the tumbling motion may be ap-
plied.

B.1.3.3 Remaining-Contaminant Removing (S838):

[0190] The control part may implement a remaining-
contaminant removing step configured to heat the wash
water to have the temperature of approximately 60°C and
to sterilize and bleach the laundry, after the contaminant
removing step. The temperature of the wash water may
be approximately 60°C or higher in the remaining-con-
taminant removing step to sterilize and bleach the laun-
dry.
[0191] In the remaining-contaminant removing step,
the control part may control the drum to be driven in the
step motion or in the order of the step motion and/or tum-
bling motion and/or rolling motion, if the laundry amount
is less than the reference value.
[0192] If the laundry amount is more than the reference
value, the control part may control the drum to be driven
in the filtration motion and/or the tumbling motion in the
remaining-contaminant removing step.

B.2 Rinsing Cycle (S850):

[0193] The rinsing cycle of the heavy contaminant
course may be similar to the rinsing cycle of the standard
course described above and rinsing cycles of the other
courses which will be described later. Thus, repeated
description of the rinsing cycle will be omitted.

B.3. Spinning Cycle (S870):

[0194] The spinning cycle of the heavy contaminant
course may be similar to the spinning cycle of the stand-
ard course described above and spinning cycles of the
other courses which will be described later. Thus, repeat-
ed description of the spinning cycle will be omitted.

C. COURSE C (QUICK BOILING COURSE):

[0195] Course C will be described in reference to FIG.
9. Course C may be referred to as ’quick boiling course’
configured to heat the wash water to a predetermined
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temperature for a relatively short time to achieve an effect
of laundry sanitary boiling, such as in a sanitization cycle.
[0196] Typically, when sterilizing and bleaching laun-
dry, the wash water held in the tub is heated to a preset
’set temperature’ and then washing is implemented.
Since the washing time is relatively long and the electric
power consumed quite a lot to heat the wash water only,
it takes quite a long time and much electric power to heat
the wash water held in the tub to the preset temperature.
In the quick boiling course the laundry may be sterilized
and bleached while also reducing the overall washing
time and the power consumption. The quick boiling
course heats the wash water supplied to the tub for a
preset time period, regardless of the temperature of the
wash water, instead of heating the wash water until the
wash water reaches the preset temperature. To take the
washing ability into consideration, a step of compensat-
ing the time of a washing step provided in the quick boiling
course according to the temperature of the wash water
may be included in this washing course, as will be de-
scribed in reference to FIG. 9.
[0197] First, the user may select the quick boiling
course from the course selecting part 117 (S910). Then,
the control part implements a step of setting the time of
the washing step of the quick boiling course. This wash-
ing time setting step allows the control part to determine
the time required by the washing step of the quick boiling
course, which is stored in a storage device, such as a
memory. This step may be implemented simultaneously
with the course selecting step or a water supplying step.

C.1 Washing Cycle (S930):

C.1.1 Determining Laundry Amount and Washing Time 
Setting (S931):

[0198] Once the user selects the quick boiling course,
the control part may implement a laundry amount deter-
mining step configured to measure the amount of the
laundry and a washing time setting step configured to set
the time required by a washing step of the quick boiling
course based on the determined laundry amount. The
control part may use the time taken to rotate the drum to
a predetermined position to determine the laundry
amount, as described above, or the time of residual ro-
tation after rotating the drum for a predetermined time.
[0199] In the washing time setting step, the control part
may select a washing time corresponding to the meas-
ured laundry amount from proper times stored in the
memory. The variety of the time required by the washing
step of the quick boiling course is stored in the storage
device, such as memory, so that, when the quick boiling
course is selected, a proper time stored in the memory
may be selected by the control part.

C.1.2 Water Supplying (S933):

[0200] The washing cycle of the quick boiling course

may include a water supplying step configured to supply
wash water to the tub. In the water supplying step, the
control part controls the water supplying device (e.g. wa-
ter supplying path and water supplying valve) connected
with the water supply source and the tub to supply water
to the tub. Also, the control part controls the drum to be
driven in a similar drum driving motion to the drum driving
motion of the water supplying step of, for example, the
heavy contaminant course described above, and thus
further detailed description will be omitted.

C.1.3 Water Temperature Measuring Step/Compensat-
ing (S935):

[0201] Once the water is supplied to the tub, the control
part measures the temperature of the wash water using
temperature a temperature sensor provided in the wash-
ing machine and compares the measured temperature
with a reference temperature to adjust the time of the
washing step.
[0202] For example, the control part may compare the
measured temperature of the wash water to a reference
temperature, for example, higher than approximately
50°C. If the measured temperature is higher than the
reference temperature, for example, if heated-water is
supplied to the tub, the control part may implement the
washing step right away. However, if the measured tem-
perature is lower than the reference temperature, the
control part may implement a compensating step config-
ured to adjust the time of the washing step.
[0203] As mentioned above, the washing step may be
implemented after heating the wash water for the prede-
termined time period in this course, regardless of the wa-
ter temperature. Because of that, the temperature of the
wash water held in the tub may be different, depending
on the temperature of the water supplied to the tub after
a heating step is completed, and there would be differ-
ence in washing ability due to the difference in water tem-
perature. As a result, the compensating step is provided
to minimize the difference in the washing ability caused
by the wash water having different temperatures after
the heating step. If the temperature of the wash water is
lower than the reference temperature, the time of the
washing step is increased to compensate for the washing
ability at the lower temperature.
[0204] The number of reference temperatures used to
define a temperature range may be adjustable appropri-
ately. For example, in one example, a single reference
temperature may be provided, and in alternative exam-
ples, a plurality of the reference temperatures may be
provided. When the temperature of the wash water is
higher than a first reference temperature (e.g. 50°C) and
there are three reference temperatures, that is, first, sec-
ond and third reference temperature are provided, the
control part may implement the washing step immediate-
ly. When the measured temperature of the wash water
is lower than the first reference temperature and higher
than the second reference temperature, the second ref-

39 40 



EP 2 496 745 B1

22

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

erence temperature (e.g., 40°C), being lower than the
first reference temperature (e.g. 50°C), and when the
measured temperature is lower than the second refer-
ence temperature and higher than the third reference
temperature, the third reference temperature (e.g. 30°C)
being lower than the second reference temperature (e.g.
40°C), and when the measured temperature is lower than
the third reference temperature, the compensating step
configured to compensate the time of the washing step
preset in the washing time setting step is performed.
[0205] When the time of the washing step is compen-
sated, the control part may control the compensated time
to be different depending on the temperature of the wash
water. The washing ability is substantially in proportion
to the temperature of the wash water. Because of that,
the lower the measured temperature of the wash water
is, the longer the compensated time is. The reference
temperature and the range of the time added in the com-
pensating step may be preset based on the capacity of
the washing machine and other such factors.

C.1.4 Heating (S937):

[0206] Once the preset time of the washing step is com-
pensated in the compensating step, a heating step con-
figured to remove contaminants contained in the laundry
by way of drum motion and to heat the wash water si-
multaneously may be implemented for a predetermined
time period. The heating step may be implemented as
an independent step or as a part of a washing step to be
described later. Simply for ease of discussion, in this
course description, the heating step will be described as
the part of the washing step.

C.1.5 Washing (S939):

[0207] A drum driving motion of the washing step of
the quick boiling course may include the step motion
and/or the tumbling motion and/or the rolling motion.
[0208] The step motion has excellent washing ability
and applies the shock to the laundry such that contami-
nants attached to the laundry may be separated and
washing time may be reduced. As a result, the control
part may rotate the drum in the step motion in an initial
stage of the washing step. In this case, the heating step
may be implemented after the step motion of the washing
step.
[0209] In the step motion, the drum is rotated at a pre-
determined speed allowing the laundry not to be dropped
from the inner circumferential surface of the drum due to
the centrifugal force. When the laundry is located near
the highest point of the drum, a reverse-torque is applied
to the drum. Since the net acting ratio of the step motion
is adjusted, the load applied to the motor is larger in the
step motion than in the other motions. Because of that,
if the heating step configured to heat the wash water is
continued during the step motion, power consumption
would be increased and a safety problem could occur

due to the increase in the current amount. As a result,
the heating step may be implemented for a predeter-
mined time after the step motion is completed.
[0210] The heating step is configured such that the
heater is not driven for a preset heating time period, and
not necessarily until the temperature of the wash water
reaches the preset value. This allows the time and electric
power required by the washing step to be predicted ac-
curately and the user to be notified of the predicted data.
In addition, the washing step may be implemented only
for essentially the same preset time, regardless of the
temperature of the wash water supplied in the washing
step, such that power consumption and washing time
may be reduced.
[0211] Hence, the control part may control the tumbling
motion and/or the rolling motion to be implemented. In
this case, the tumbling motion and/or the rolling motion
may be implemented simultaneously with the start of the
heating step. The tumbling motion and the rolling motion
apply a low load to the motor and have good washing
ability, with reduced washing time. As a result, the tum-
bling motion and the rolling motion may achieve an effect
of reducing the washing time required by the washing
step and an effect of a proper washing ability even with
the washing step implemented using the wash water hav-
ing different temperatures.

C.2 Rinsing Cycle (S950):

[0212] A rinsing cycle of the quick boiling course may
be similar to the rinsing cycles of the courses described
above and rinsing cycles of other courses to be described
later. Thus, further detailed description thereof will be
omitted.

C.3 Spinning Cycle (S970):

[0213] A spinning cycle of the quick boiling course may
be similar to the spinning cycles of the courses described
above and spinning cycles of the other courses which
will be described later. Thus, further detailed description
thereof will be omitted.

D. COURSE D (COOL WASH COURSE):

[0214] A Cool Wash Course D will be described in ref-
erence to FIG. 10. The Cool Wash Course D is configured
to wash laundry without heating wash water, providing
energy savings without degrading a desired washing abil-
ity. As a result, this course measures the temperature of
the wash water supplied to the tub, the measured tem-
perature is compared with a preset temperature, and op-
eration parameters are adjusted accordingly, enabling
the washing ability maintained. For example, if the tem-
perature of the wash water does not reach a reference
temperature based on the result of the comparison, the
washing time is compensated enough to provide a target
washing ability in the cool wash course.
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[0215] First, the user may select the cool wash course
from the course selecting part 117 (S1010). Once the
user selects the cool wash course, the control part may
implement a washing cycle, a rinsing cycle and/or spin-
ning cycle sequentially or selectively.

D.1 Washing Cycle (First Example) (S1030):

D.1. Determining Laundry Amount /Washing Time Set-
ting (S1031):

[0216] Once the user selects the cool wash course,
the control part may implement a laundry amount deter-
mining step configured to measure the amount of the
laundry and a washing time setting step configured to set
the time required by a washing step of the cool wash
course based on the measured amount of the laundry.
In the laundry amount determining step, the control part
may use the time taken to rotate the drum to a predeter-
mined position or the time of residual rotation of the drum,
to measure the amount of the laundry, as described
above. In the washing time setting step, the control part
may select a washing time corresponding to the meas-
ured laundry amount from proper times stored in the
memory according to the laundry amount.

D.1.2 Water Supplying (S1033):

[0217] The washing cycle of the cool wash course may
include a water supplying step configured to supply wash
water to the tub. In the water supplying step, the control
part controls the water supplying device (e.g. water sup-
plying path and water supplying valve) connected with
the water supply source and the tub to supply water to
the tub. Also, the control part controls the drum to be
driven in a similar drum driving motion to the drum driving
motion of the water supplying step of the heavy contam-
inant course or the quick boiling course described above.
Thus, further detailed description thereof will be omitted.

D.1.3 Water Temperature Measuring /Washing Time 
Compensating (S1035):

[0218] Once the wash water is supplied to the tub, the
control part may measure the temperature of the wash
water using a temperature measuring device provided in
the washing machine. The control part may compare the
measured temperature with a reference temperature
(e.g. 15°C). If the measured temperature of the wash
water is the reference temperature or more, the control
part may implement the washing step without compen-
sating the washing time according to the laundry amount.
If the measured temperature is less than the reference
temperature, the control part may implement the washing
time compensating step. In this example, the tempera-
ture of’ 15°C’is presented as an example of a critical tem-
perature capable of securing a washing ability in cool-
washing and a reference temperature of a washing ability

test using cool water. As a result, if the measured tem-
perature of the wash water is less than the reference
temperature, the control part may adjust the time of the
washing step set in the washing time setting step. For
example, if the measured temperature is less than the
reference temperature, the control part may add a pre-
determined time to the time of the washing step to prevent
deterioration of the washing ability due to the use of cool
wash water having a lower temperature than the refer-
ence value.. For example, if the measured temperature
of the wash water is less than approximately 10°C, 10
minutes may be added to the time of the washing step
in the washing time compensating step. If, for example,
the measured temperature is more than 10°C and less
than 15°C, 5 minutes maybe added to the time of the
washing step.

D.1.4 Washing (S1037):

[0219] Once the time of the washing step is compen-
sated, the laundry amount measured in the laundry
amount determining step mentioned above is compared
with a reference laundry amount value and a washing
step including different drum driving motions implement-
ed according to the laundry amount may be implemented.
The reference laundry amount value may be preset
based on an amount of laundry that allows the step mo-
tion to be performed, taking into consideration of the size
of the drum and the output of the motor. For example,
the reference laundry amount value may be a half value
of the washing capacity of the washing machine (approx-
imately 5∼6Kg in a washing machine having an 11Kg
capacity). A case in which the measured laundry amount
value is less than the reference laundry amount value
will be described first, and then a case in which the meas-
ured value is the reference value or more will be de-
scribed.
[0220] When the measured laundry amount value is
less than the reference laundry amount value, the control
part controls the step motion and/or the tumbling motion
and/or the rolling motion to be implemented in the wash-
ing step. The step motion applies the dropping shock to
the laundry loaded into the drum and contaminants con-
tained in the laundry may be removed easily, even if cold
water is used. If the laundry is entangled during the wash-
ing step, eccentric rotation of the drum may be generated.
Thus, the control part drives the drum in the tumbling
motion and/or rolling motion to disentangle and distribute
the entangled laundry.
[0221] When the measured laundry amount value is
the reference value or more, the control part controls the
filtration motion and/or the tumbling motion to be imple-
mented in the washing step. If the laundry amount is the
reference value or more, the large load amount makes
it difficult to achieve the effect of applying the shock to
the laundry in the step motion and the effect of rolling the
laundry along the inner circumferential surface of the
drum in the rolling motion. Because of that, the filtration
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motion and the tumbling motion may be implemented,
individually or sequentially, to achieve the effect of se-
curing the washing ability and the effect of laundry dis-
tribution.

D.1’Washing Cycle (Second Example) (S1130):

[0222] FIG. 11 is a diagram of a cool wash course ac-
cording to a second example.
[0223] Compared with the cool wash course according
to the first example, the cool wash course according to
the second example omits a washing time setting step
and a compensating step and instead heats the wash
water using the heater if the temperature of the wash
water is lower than 15°C. That is, in a washing cycle
according to the second example, the laundry amount is
determined (S1131) and a water supplying step (S1133)
may be implemented immediately without setting the
washing time. After that, the temperature of the wash
water is measured (S1135) to implement the washing
step (S1137). A drum driving motion of the drum may be
differentiated according to the laundry amount in the
washing step according to the second example, which is
similar to the first example described above. The washing
step according to the second example may further in-
clude a heating step based on the measured temperature
of the wash water.
[0224] A case in which the laundry amount measured
in the washing step is less than the reference value will
be described, in which the drum driving motion of the
drum includes the step motion and/or tumbling motion
and/or rolling motion.
[0225] When the measured temperature of the wash
water is less than the reference value, the step motion
is implemented after the washing step starts. After the
step motion, a heating step configured to heat the wash
water using a heater or a moisture supplying device pro-
vided in the tub may be implemented. The heating step
starts after the step motion because the step motion ap-
plies increased load to the motor, as mentioned above.
Thus, a safety problem as well as washing ability dete-
rioration may occur if the heating step and the step motion
are implemented simultaneously. Also, if the heating step
is implemented before the step motion to avoid the above
problems, the washing time would be increased disad-
vantageously. Thus, in this example the heating step
starts after the step motion is completed.
[0226] At the moment when starting the heating step,
the control part may implement the tumbling motion and
the rolling motion sequentially. The tumbling motion and
the rolling motion have no concern in deterioration of
washing ability deterioration and safety and can reduce
washing time, even if they are implemented together with
the heating step simultaneously.
[0227] The temperature of the wash water is re-meas-
ured after the heating step and it is determined whether
the re-measured temperature reaches the reference
temperature. When the temperature of the wash water

reaches the reference temperature, the heating step may
finish. However, if the temperature of the wash water fails
to reach the reference temperature, the heating step may
be continued during the washing step. That is, even if
the temperature of the wash water heated in the heating
step fails to reach the reference temperature, if the wash-
ing step finishes then the heating step finishes as well.
[0228] If the measured temperature is the reference
temperature or more, the control part drives the drum in
the step motion and/or the tumbling motion and/or the
rolling motion essentially the same as the description of
the drum driving motion according to the first example,
and thus further description thereof will be omitted ac-
cordingly.
[0229] If the laundry amount is the reference value or
more in the washing step, the control part may drive the
drum in the filtration motion and/or the tumbling motion.
At this time, the heating step may be provided in case
the measured temperature of the wash water is less than
the reference temperature. As described above, the drum
is not driven in the step motion during the heating step.

D.1 "Washing Cycle (Third Example) (S1230):

[0230] FIG. 12 is a diagram of a cool wash course ac-
cording to a third example.
[0231] Compared with the cool wash course according
to the first example described above, the cool wash
course according to the third example supplies warm wa-
ter to the tub if the temperature of wash water supplied
in a water supplying step is lower than approximately
15°C. That is, after determining the amount of the laundry
(S1231), the control part may implement a water supply-
ing step (S1233) configured to supply wash water to the
tub based on the determined laundry amount, omitting a
washing time setting time and a compensating step.
[0232] At the moment when implementing the water
supplying step, the control part supplies cold water to the
tub (1234) and may also implement a water temperature
measuring step (S1235) and the cold water supplying
simultaneously. In this case, when the measured tem-
perature of the wash water is 15°C or higher, a washing
step (S1240) may be implemented according to the
amount of the laundry loaded into the drum. If the meas-
ured temperature is lower than 15°C, a warm water sup-
plying step (S1236) may be implemented.
[0233] The water supplying step may be continued until
the amount of the cold water and the amount of the warm
water supplied in the water supplying step reaches the
amount of wash water determined according to the laun-
dry amount. Once the water supplying step is completed,
a washing step implemented according to the laundry
amount may start. The drum driving motion may be dif-
ferentiated according the laundry amount in the washing
step, like the first example described above, and thus
further detailed description thereof will be omitted.
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D.2 Rinsing Cycle (S1050, S1150, S1250):

[0234] A rinsing cycle of the cool wash course may be
similar to the rinsing cycles of the courses described
above and rinsing cycles of the other courses to be de-
scribed later. As a result, further detailed description
thereof will be omitted.

D.3 Spinning Cycle (S1070, S1170, S1270):

[0235] A spinning cycle of the cool wash course may
be similar to the spinning cycles of the courses described
above and spinning cycles of the other courses which
will be described later. As a result, further detailed de-
scription thereof will be omitted.

E. COURSE E (COLOR ITEM COURSE):

[0236] Course E will be described in reference to FIG.
13. Course E may be referred to as a ’color Item Course’
configured to wash colored laundry items more efficient-
ly. When washing colored laundry items, a color migra-
tion problem, which can generate color running between
colored items, fading, a lint problem and a pilling problem
may occur. The above color migration is likely to be gen-
erated as the static friction between the drum and the
laundry is larger. This course may include a temperature
controlling step configured to prevent color migration by
controlling the temperature of wash water, a colored-item
washing step configured to drive the drum to prevent lint
and pilling, and a rinsing step. As follows, the steps will
be described in detail.

E.1 Washing Cycle (First Example) (S1330):

E.1.1 Water Supplying (S1331):

[0237] In a water supplying step, the control part con-
trols cold water to be supplied to the tub. Color migration
is more likely to occur in higher temperature wash water.
In the water supplying step, the control part may control
the motor to drive the drum in the swing motion or the
filtration motion or a combination thereof. The water sup-
plying step may provided to supply wash water required
to wash the laundry to the tub and to wet the laundry
loaded into the drum in the wash water. As a result, the
drum is driven in the filtration motion in the water supply-
ing step such that laundry wetting may be efficiently im-
plemented. In addition, the drum may be driven in the
swing motion in the water supplying step, rather than the
filtration motion. The swing motion can minimize the
movement of the laundry inside the drum, compared with
the other motions, to minimize lint generation and pilling
which might be generated by the friction force between
the laundry items.

E.1.2 Water Temperature Measuring Step/Heating 
(S1333):

[0238] Once the water supplying step is completed,
the control part may measure the temperature of the
wash water supplied to the tub. When the measured tem-
perature is a reference temperature or more (e.g. 30°C
or 40°C), the control part may start the washing step im-
mediately. When the measured temperature is less than
the reference temperature (e.g. cold water because the
wash water supplied in the water supplying step is cold
water), the control part may start a heating step config-
ured to heat the wash water. In certain examples, the
temperature (reference temperature) of the wash water
allowing the washing step to start may be set to be 30°C
or 40°C, because the temperature of the wash water ca-
pable of maximizing washing ability, while minimizing
color migration is in a range of 30°C to 40°C.
[0239] The heating step heats the wash water supplied
to the tub using a heater provided in the bottom surface
of the tub or a steam generating device configured to
supply steam to the tub.

E.1.3 Washing (S1335):

[0240] When the heating step enables the temperature
of the wash water to reach the reference temperature
(30°C or 40°C), the control part may start a washing step.
In the washing step, the control part may control the drum
to be driven in a drum driving motion which can minimize
the mechanical friction force to prevent the lint and pilling
and to achieve the desired washing ability. For example,
the control part may control the drum to be driven in the
swing motion and/or the step motion, in the washing step
of this course. Such the step motion and the swing motion
may be implemented sequentially and the sequential im-
plementation may be repeated.
[0241] The swing motion rotates the drum in both op-
posite directions and drops the laundry from a position
of approximately 90° or less with respect to the rotation
direction of the drum. The swing motion applies rheostat-
ic braking to the motor, because the physical friction ap-
plied to the laundry can be reduced as much as possible,
while maintaining a predetermined level of washing effi-
ciency. As a result, the possibility of lint and pilling, which
may be generated by friction between the laundry items
or between the laundry and the drum, may be minimized.
[0242] As mentioned above, the step motion rotates
the drum at the predetermined speed allowing the laun-
dry not dropped from the inner circumferential surface of
the drum by the centrifugal force and then it applies the
sudden brake to the drum to maximize the shock applied
to the laundry. Because of that, the step motion has ex-
cellent washing ability, and enough to compensate for
an insufficient washing ability of the swing motion. The
amount of time the step motion is performed may be
shorter than the amount of time the swing motion is per-
formed to minimize the possibility of lint and pilling.
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E.1 ’Washing Cycle (Second Example) (S1430):

[0243] FIG. 14 is a diagram of a color item course ac-
cording to a second example. Different from the above
course according to the first example, the color item
course according to the second example allows a water
temperature measuring step and a heating step to be
implemented in a washing step (S1433) after a water
supplying step (S1431). If the water temperature meas-
uring step and the heating step are implemented before
the washing step, the washing time would be increased
disadvantageously. As a result, this example presents a
color item course capable of reducing the washing time
in comparison to the above example.
[0244] After the water supplying step (S1431), the con-
trol part may control the drum to be driven in the step
motion and/or swing motion in the washing step and it
may be determined whether the temperature of wash wa-
ter is a reference temperature (e.g. 30°C or 40°C) or more
simultaneously. When the temperature of the wash water
is the reference temperature or more based on the result
of the determination, the control part controls the drum
to be driven continuously according to the washing step.
When the temperature of the wash water is less than the
reference temperature, the control part may start a heat-
ing step configured to heat the wash water.
[0245] The control part may control the drum not to be
driven in the step motion in the heating step. That is, in
the heating step, the control part drives the drum in the
swing motion, not in the step motion. The reason why
the heating step is not implemented together with the
step motion simultaneously is described in the above
courses and thus further detailed explanation will be omit-
ted.

E.2 Rinsing Cycle (S1450):

[0246] The control part may start a rinsing cycle after
the washing cycle is completed. The control part may
control the drum to be driven in the filtration motion during
the rinsing cycle. The filtration motion rotates the drum
at the predetermined speed allowing the laundry not
dropped from the inner circumferential surface of the
drum by the centrifugal force and then sprays wash water
into the drum such that the filtration motion may be ap-
plied to wet or rinse the laundry. Also, the filtration motion
may generate little friction between laundry items and
between the laundry and the drum. Because of that, the
filtration motion allows the laundry to be rinsed in a rel-
atively short time. The control part may implement the
tumbling motion in the rinsing cycle to supplement the
rinsing ability of the filtration motion.

E.3 Spinning Cycle (S1470):

[0247] After the rinsing cycle is completed, a spinning
cycle configured to remove wash water from the laundry
may start. The spinning cycle of the color item course

may be similar to the spinning cycles of the courses de-
scribed above and spinning cycles of the other courses
to be described later and thus further detailed description
thereof will be omitted.

F. COURSE F (FUNCTIONAL CLOTING COURSE)

[0248] Course F will be described in reference to FIG.
15. Course F may be referred to as a ’functional clothing
course’ configured to wash functional clothing, including
outdoor clothing such as mountain-climbing clothes and
other athletic wear, effectively, without fabric damage.
Functional clothing is manufactured to be appropriate for
outdoor activities such as mountain-climbing, swimming,
cycling and the like. Functional clothes absorb sweat
quickly and discharge the absorbed moisture outside,
and they help maintain body heat. However, these func-
tional clothes are made of thin synthetic fabric and are
more fragile than other kinds of fabrics. A washing course
for functional clothes may be optimized to be proper for
functional clothes.
[0249] First, the user may select the functional clothing
course from the course selecting part 117 (S1510). Once
the user selects the functional clothing course, the control
part may start a washing cycle, a rinsing cycle and/or a
spinning cycle sequentially or selectively.

F.1 Washing Cycle (S1530):

F.1.1 Water Supplying (S1531):

[0250] The control part implements a water supplying
step of a washing cycle. The water supplying step sup-
plies wash water required to wash the laundry. Also, the
water supplying step dissolves detergent in the supplied
wash water and wets the laundry loaded into the drum.

F.1.1.1 First Water Supply (S1533):

[0251] The water supplying step includes a first water
supplying step implemented for a predetermined time pe-
riod. In the first water supplying step, the drum may be
driven in the swing motion. As mentioned above, the
swing motion rotates the drum in a predetermined direc-
tion and a reverse direction alternatively. After being ro-
tated to 90° or less from the lowest point of the drum in
the predetermined direction and the reverse direction,
the laundry may be dropped. As a result, the alternative
rotation of clockwise/counter-clockwise direction gener-
ates a vortex in the wash water and detergent dissolution
may be promoted. At the same time, the laundry rotated
to 90° or less is dropped and a big shock is not applied
to the laundry. Because of that, the swing motion in the
first water supplying step allows the detergent to be dis-
solved in the wash water and a big shock is not applied
to the functional clothing. The swing motion may be re-
peated for a predetermined time period, several numbers
of times.
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F.1.1.2 Second Water Supplying (S1535):

[0252] Once the first water supplying is completed, a
second water supplying may be implemented for a pre-
determined time period. In the second water supplying,
wash water is continuously supplied and the filtration mo-
tion and the swing motion are sequentially implemented.
The first and second water supplying steps may be clas-
sified according to a preset time. The time of each step
may be adjustable according to the amount of the laundry
and other parameters as appropriate. For that, a laundry
amount determining step configured to determine the
amount of the laundry may be provided before the water
supplying step.
[0253] As mentioned above, the filtration motion ro-
tates the drum at high speed to generate the centrifugal
force and the laundry is in close contact with the inner
circumferential surface of the drum due to the centrifugal
force. Also, the wash water passes through the laundry
and the through holes of the drum by the centrifugal force
and is discharged to the tub. As a result, the laundry is
wet by the wash water in the filtration motion to be
washed. In addition, the wash water passes through the
laundry simply and the functional clothes may not be
damaged while being wet in the wash water. After the
filtration motion is implemented for a predetermined time
period, the swing motion may be implemented. As men-
tioned above, the detergent may be continuously dis-
solved, without damage to the functional clothes. The
laundry may be effectively wet in the wash water by the
generated vortex and by extension, the swing motion
generates the repeated drum rotation in the clock-
wise/counter-clockwise direction. Because of that, the
entangled laundry may be disentangled before being
washed. In addition, the swing motion drops the laundry
from a relatively low position and fabric damage of the
laundry may be minimized while disentangling the laun-
dry. As a result, the combination of the filtration and swing
motions may minimize damage of the functional clothes
and enable laundry wetting, detergent dissolution and
laundry disentangling to be achieved effectively. Such
the sequential combination of the filtration and swing mo-
tions may be repeated several numbers of times for a
predetermined time period.

F.1.2 Washing (S1540):

[0254] Once the wash water is supplied to a predeter-
mined water level, the water supplying step is completed
and then a washing step may start. As the functional
clothes are relatively light and thin, essentially the same
washing step may be implemented, regardless of the
amount of laundry in the drum.

F.1.2.1. First Washing (S1541):

[0255] The washing step may include a first washing
step implemented for a predetermined time period, with

the drum driven in the step motion. As mentioned above,
the step motion drops the laundry from the highest posi-
tion. As a result, the step motion in the first washing step
mixes the laundry items uniformly and the wash water
preliminarily. Also, the step motion soaks contaminants
of the laundry and applies the shock to the laundry to
separate the contaminants from the laundry by using the
big rotation/dropping of the laundry.

F.1.2.2. Second Washing (S1543):

[0256] After the first washing step, a second washing
step may be implemented for a predetermined time pe-
riod. In the second washing step, the wash water is heat-
ed for more effective washing and contaminant removal.
First, the wash water may be heated by a heater provided
in a bottom surface of the tub or a steam generating de-
vice configured to supply steam to the tub. Substantially,
the wash water may be heated up to approximately 25°C
to 30°C, preferably, approximately 27°C in the second
washing step. The functional clothes are made of thin
synthetic fabric texture and they may be damaged if the
temperature of the heated wash water is excessively
high. As a result, wash water having a proper temperature
used in the second washing step may improve washing
efficiency and may prevent fabric damage.
[0257] Simultaneously with the heating of the wash wa-
ter, the drum may be driven in the swing motion in the
second washing step. The swing motion uses the drop
of the laundry from the relatively low position and the
alternative rotation of the drum. Because of that, the laun-
dry may be swung gently and moved enough in the wash
water. The wash water in the swing motion may be heated
uniformly in a relatively short time and heat may be trans-
mitted to the laundry enough. Also, the swing motion can
generate shock by the friction between the wash water
and the laundry and dropping shock and it may remove
contaminants effectively without fabric damage.

F.1.2.3. Third Washing (S1545):

[0258] After the second washing step, a third washing
step may be implemented for a predetermined time pe-
riod. In the third washing step, any remaining contami-
nants may be removed and a combination of the swing
and step motions may be implemented. Although the
swing motion may remove contaminants without fabric
damage as mentioned above, the washing ability is rel-
atively low in comparison to the other motions. As a result,
the step motion capable of applying the strongest shock
is added and the washing ability of the washing step
mostly configured of the swing motion for the functional
clothes may be improved. In addition, the strong shock
of the step motion may prevent lint from being attached
to the laundry. As a result, the third washing step may
minimize damage to the functional clothes and separate
contaminants from the laundry completely and effective-
ly.
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F.2. Rinsing Cycle (S1550):

[0259] A rinsing cycle of the functional clothing course
may be similar to the rinsing cycles of the courses includ-
ing the standard course mentioned above and rinsing
cycles of the other courses to be described later and thus
further detailed description thereof will be omitted.
[0260] To reinforce the overall rinsing ability, the rins-
ing cycle may be repeated more often than the rinsing
cycle of the standard course. For example, the rinsing
cycle may be implemented at least three times or more.
This is because the drum is rotated at a lower RPM in a
spinning cycle of the functional clothing course than in
the standard course thus providing weaker rinsing ability.
That is, the spinning cycle separates the wash water from
the laundry using the centrifugal force generated by the
high speed rotation of the drum and may provide a rinsing
function configured to separate detergent and contami-
nants together with the wash water from the laundry si-
multaneously. A normal spinning step of the spinning cy-
cle of the functional clothing course uses a relatively low
RPM of the drum rotation and the final rinsing ability may
be weakened. Thus, the rinsing step of the rinsing cycle
of the functional clothing course may be implemented
three times or more.

F.3 Spinning Cycle (S1570):

[0261] A spinning cycle of the functional clothing
course may be similar to the spinning cycles of the cours-
es including the standard course mentioned above and
spinning cycles of the other courses to be described later.
A normal spinning step of the spinning cycle may rotate
the drum at a lower RPM than the normal spinning step
of the standard course, to prevent damage to the laundry.

G. COURSE G (SPEED WASH COURSE):

[0262] A Speed Wash Course G, referred to as a
’speed wash course’ capable of washing the laundry in
a relatively short time, compared with the other courses,
will be described with respect to FIG. 7B. A small amount
of laundry typically requires a substantially short time in
comparison to a large amount of laundry. In the case of
a small amount of laundry, an unnecessarily long amount
of time may be taken to implement overall washing. Be-
cause of that, a course used to wash a small amount of
laundry in a short amount of time may be provided. The
speed wash course is based on the standard course de-
scribed above with respect to FIG. 7A, and each cycle
or operational conditions of each step in the standard
course may be optimized, or a predetermined number of
steps may be omitted as appropriate.
[0263] First of all, the user may select the speed wash
course from the course selecting part 117 (S710B) and
the control part may implement a washing cycle (S730B),
a Rinsing Cycle (S750B), and a Spinning Cycle (S770)
composing the speed wash course.

G.1 Washing Cycle:

G.1.1 Laundry Amount Determining:

[0264] The control part may start a laundry amount de-
termining step to determine the amount of laundry
(S731B). The laundry amount determining step may be
implemented before a water supplying step starts after
the user selects the speed wash course. The laundry
amount measured in the laundry amount determining
step of the standard course as described above may be
categorized into two categories, that is, a large amount
and a small amount, to determine the following cycle or
the drum motion of each step and other operational con-
ditions. In the speed wash course, the measured laundry
amount may be used to determine the total time of the
overall washing, that is, the total time taken to complete
the washing, rinsing and spinning cycles as well. In this
case, the laundry amount may be specified into more
categories, for example, three or more categories in the
speed wash course. If the laundry amount is classified
into more categories, a different overall-washing time
(that is, the total time taken to complete the washing,
rinsing and spinning cycles) may be set for each of the
categories of laundry amount. As a result, the overall
washing time may be controlled corresponding to the
amount of laundry. Because of that, a relatively short time
may be properly applied to a small amount of laundry
without deteriorating the actual washing ability.
[0265] For example, the measured laundry amount
may be classified into three categories including first,
second and third categories, or may be classified into
more than three categories. For example, the first cate-
gory correspond to a load of less than approximately
1.5Kg and a proper washing time of the first category
may be set to be approximately 25 to 30 minutes, an in
particular, 29 minutes. The second category may corre-
spond to a load of approximately 1.5 to 4.0 Kg and a
proper washing time of the second category may be set
to be approximately 35 to 40 minutes, an in particular,
39 minutes. Lastly, the third category may correspond to
a load of more than approximately 4.0 Kg and a proper
washing time of the third category may be 45 to 50 min-
utes, and in particular, 49 minutes. Such categories and
times may be stored in the memory of the control part as
table data.
[0266] Once the laundry amount is determined in the
laundry amount determining step, the control part deter-
mines which category the measured laundry amount cor-
responds to, in reference to the stored category table.
After that, the control part may set the washing time given
to the category corresponding to the measured laundry
amount to be an actual washing time.

G.1.2. Water Supplying /Heating /Washing:

[0267] After the above series of steps, the control part
may sequentially implement a water supplying step
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(S733B), a heating step (S740B) and a washing step
(S742B) of the washing cycle (S730B). The water sup-
plying step, the heating step, the washing step of the
washing cycle of the speed wash course are similar to
those of the washing cycle of the standard course shown
in FIG. 7A and thus further detailed description thereof
will be omitted.
[0268] As mentioned above in the standard course
shown in FIG. 7A, a heating preparing step configured
to promote heating of wash water may be implemented
before a heating step. However, the heating preparing
step may be a preliminary step and a drum motion of a
predetermined time period may increase the overall
washing time. As a result, preliminary steps such as the
heating preparing step before the heating step may not
be implemented in the speed wash course. After the wa-
ter supplying course, the heating step may start.

G.2 Rinsing Cycle:

[0269] Once the washing cycle is completed, a rinsing
cycle (S750B) configured to remove detergent remnants
and contaminants remaining in the laundry may be im-
plemented. The rinsing cycle (S750B) is similar to the
rinsing cycle (S750) of the standard course shown in FIG.
7A and thus further detailed description of the rinsing
cycle will be omitted.
[0270] The first rinsing step implemented in the initial
stage of the rinsing cycle of the standard course may
include the first drum driving step using the filtration mo-
tion that requires much time. In contrast, the drum mo-
tions implemented in the rinsing steps (S751B, S756B,
S760B) require a relatively short time, while still providing
the laundry with enough rinsing. As a result, the filtration
motion of the first rinsing step provided in the rinsing cycle
of the speed wash course may be omitted to reduce the
overall washing time.

G.3 Spinning Cycle:

[0271] Once the rinsing cycle is completed, the control
part may start a spinning cycle (S770B). The spinning
cycle of the speed wash course is similar to the spinning
cycle of the standard course shown in FIG. 7A and thus
further detailed description thereof will be omitted.
[0272] The laundry disentangling step implemented in
the initial stage of the spinning cycle of the standard
course implements a drum motion capable of disentan-
gling the laundry. However, such a drum motion may not
affect the spinning ability substantially. Because of that,
the laundry disentangling step may not be implemented
in the spinning cycle of the speed wash course to reduce
the overall washing time.
[0273] While the drum in the normal spinning step of
the standard course may be rotated at approximately
1000 RPM, the drum in a normal spinning step of the
speed wash course may be rotated at approximately 800
RPM. As the rotation speed of the drum increases, the

vibration and noise of the drum may get more severe and
the preparing steps implemented for the drum to reach
the target RPM such as the eccentricity measuring step
may be repeated enough to require a relatively long op-
eration time. As a result, the target rotation speed of the
speed wash course is lowered in comparison to that of
the standard course and the time of the speed acceler-
ating may be prevented from being increased.
[0274] As mentioned above, the speed wash course
may classify the laundry amounts into specific categories
and it may set the overall washing time proper to each
category, such that the overall washing time of the large
amount of the laundry as well as the small amount of the
laundry may be reduced properly. In addition, compared
with the standard course, unnecessary steps may be
omitted from the cycles to reduce the overall washing
time. Nevertheless, most of the drum motions applied to
the cycles of the standard course are adapted in the
speed wash course and the desired washing ability may
be achieved. As a result, the speed wash course may
wash a small amount of the laundry in a short time, while
maintaining washing ability.

H. COURSE H (SILENT COURSE):

[0275] Course H will be described in reference to FIG.
16. Course H may be referred to as a ’silent course’ ca-
pable of reducing noise during washing.
[0276] In certain circumstances, less noise of the
washing machine may be required by the user. For ex-
ample, if washing is performed at night and/or an infant
or child is asleep, it is preferable that the washing ma-
chine operate with less operation noise. Reduced oper-
ational noise may be achieved in various ways. Optimi-
zation of a washing control method may reduce the noise
effectively, without increased production cost. The wash-
ing control method configured to reduce such noise may
be embodied by a single course, namely, a silent course
presented by optimization of operation conditions. The
silent course is based on the standard course and is em-
bodied by optimizing or omitting certain operational con-
ditions of certain cycles or steps of the standard course.
FIG. 16 is a flow chart of different steps of the silent course
from the steps of the standard course. First, the user may
select the silent course from the course selecting part
117 (S1610) and the control part may implement a fol-
lowing series of operations.

H.1 Washing Cycle (S1630):

H.1.1 Laundry Amount Determining (S1631):

[0277] The control part may start a laundry amount de-
termining step to determine the amount of laundry. The
laundry amount determining step has been described
above and thus further detailed description thereof will
be omitted. An object of the silent course is to reduce
noise and/or vibration while also maintaining washing
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ability. A drum driving motion of each step may be differ-
entiated according to the laundry amount.

H.1.1. Water Supplying (S1633):

[0278] Once the user selects the silent course, a water
supplying step may start. The water supplying step sup-
plies wash water to the tub. Also, the water supplying
step dissolves detergent mixed with the wash water and
wets the laundry loaded into the drum. In the water sup-
plying step of the silent course, the control part may sup-
ply a larger amount of wash water to the tub, compared
with the water supplying step of the standard course. The
reason why more wash water is supplied will be described
in a following washing step.

H.1.1.1 First Water Supplying (S1635):

[0279] In the water supplying step, the control part may
implement a first water supplying step, together with the
supply of the wash water. In the first water supplying step,
the control part controls the drum to be driven in the rolling
motion.
[0280] As mentioned above, the rolling motion rotates
the drum in a predetermined direction continuously and
the laundry is separated from the drum after being rotated
to the position of 90° or less with respect to the rotation
direction of the drum from the lowest point of the drum.
In the rolling motion, the drum is rotated at a relatively
low speed and the separated laundry is rolling-moved on
the inner surface of the drum to the lowest point of the
drum, without dropping to the lowest point. Because of
that, the rotation of the drum and the rolling movement
of the laundry may generate a predetermined vortex in
the wash water and detergent dissolution may be pro-
moted in the wash water. At the same time, the rolling
motion induces the rolling movement of the laundry along
the inner surface of the drum and it may have no noise
of the shock generated by the sudden dropping of the
laundry. As a result, the rolling motion in the first water
supplying step may allow the detergent to be sufficiently
dissolved in the wash water while also reducing noise.
In the first water supplying step, the rolling motion may
be repeated for a predetermined time period a number
of times.

H.1.1.2 Second Water Supplying (S1637):

[0281] Once the first water supplying step is complet-
ed, the control part may start a second water supplying
step. In the second water supplying step, the control part
may control the drum to be driven in the filtration motion
and the rolling motion sequentially, with supplying the
wash water to the tub continuously. The first and second
water supplying steps may be distinguished from each
other according to the respective preset time and the time
of each step may be adjustable according to the amount
of laundry.

[0282] As mentioned above, the filtration motion ro-
tates the drum at a high speed to generate a centrifugal
force and the generated centrifugal force maintains the
laundry in close contact with the inner circumferential sur-
face of the drum. Also, the wash water passes through
the laundry and the through holes of the drum by the
centrifugal force to be discharged to the tub. As a result,
the laundry is wet by the wash water in the filtration mo-
tion. In addition, the wash water passes through the laun-
dry simply and the laundry may not be damaged while
being wet in the wash water. After the filtration motion is
implemented for a predetermined time period, the rolling
motion may be implemented. As mentioned above, the
rolling motion in the first water supplying step may allow
the detergent to be sufficiently dissolved in the wash wa-
ter while also reducing noise. Also, a broader surface
area of the laundry contacts the wash water, rolling-
moved along the inner surface of the drum, and thus the
laundry may be wet in the wash water more effectively
and uniformly. As a result, the combination of the filtration
and rolling motions may minimize the noise and enable
laundry wetting, detergent dissolution and laundry dis-
entangling to be achieved effectively. Such the sequen-
tial combination of the filtration and rolling motions may
be repeated several numbers of times for a predeter-
mined time period.

H.1.2 Washing (S1635):

[0283] Once the wash water is supplied to a predeter-
mined water level, the water supplying step is completed
and then a washing step may start.

H.1.2.1 Heating Step/First Washing (S1640):

[0284] Once the water supplying step is completed,
the control part starts a first washing step. The first wash-
ing step may include a heating step configured to heat
the wash water to a predetermined temperature. Different
from the heating step and the washing step of the stand-
ard course, the first washing step of the silent course may
include only the rolling motion. The rolling motion enables
the laundry to rolling-move along the inner surface of the
drum without suddenly dropping the laundry. As a result,
such a rolling movement may maximize the friction be-
tween the laundry and the wash water and between the
laundry and the drum and the washing step may remove
contaminants from the laundry effectively, with mini-
mized noise.
[0285] As mentioned above, the control part in the wa-
ter supplying step may supply a larger amount of wash
water, compared with the water supplying step of the
standard course. For example, the control part may con-
trol the amount of wash water supplied in the washing
step of the silent course to be 1.2 times as much as the
amount of the wash water supplied to the same amount
of laundry. The increase in the wash water amount results
in increasing of the water level inside the drum. When
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the laundry is rolling-moved in the drum with the in-
creased water level by the rolling motion, the friction be-
tween the wash water and the laundry may be further
increased and the washing ability may be further im-
proved. Eventually, the rolling motion adapted in the
washing step may provide adequate washing ability while
also suppressing noise generation.
[0286] Once a predetermined amount or more of the
laundry is loaded into the drum, the slow speed rotation
of the drum cannot rotate the laundry together with the
drum easily. Even if rotated together with the drum, the
large amount of laundry may have difficulty being rolling-
moved on the inner surface of the drum because of the
volume. As a result, since the rolling motion rotates the
drum at a relatively low speed, the large amount of laun-
dry fails to rolling-move as intended and thus fails to
achieve the desired washing ability. Because of that, if
washing a large amount of laundry, the washing step may
adapt a different drum motion from the rolling motion de-
scribed above.
[0287] That is, when the laundry amount measured in
the laundry amount determining step is larger than a pre-
set reference value, the tumbling motion may be imple-
mented in the washing step, instead of the rolling motion.
The tumbling motion rotates the drum in the predeter-
mined direction continuously, similar to the rolling motion,
and the rotation speed of the drum in the tumbling motion
is higher then that of the drum in the rolling motion. As a
result, the laundry is separated from the drum after being
rotated to the position of 90° or more with respect to the
rotation direction of the drum from the lowest point of the
drum. Since the drum is rotated at a relatively high speed
in the tumbling motion, the separated laundry is dropped
to the lowest point of the drum and this is different from
the rolling motion. As a result, the laundry may be washed
by the shock generated by the friction between the laun-
dry and the wash water and the dropping. Although the
tumbling motion generates more noise than the rolling
motion, the generated noise may be less than the noise
generated in the other drum motions such as the step
motion and the scrub motion which have the strong wash-
ing ability. Because of that, tumbling motion may wash
the large amount of the laundry effectively, while sup-
pressing noise generation as much as possible. When
the measured laundry amount is less than the reference
value, the rolling motion may be implemented as men-
tioned above.
[0288] To promote the heating of the wash water, a
heating preparing step may be implemented before a
heating step. However, the heating preparing step may
include a drum motion and the drum motion may generate
noise. As a result, preliminary steps such as the heating
preparing step before the first washing step may not be
implemented in the washing step of this course and the
wash water may be heated to a predetermined temper-
ature in the first washing step. The wash water may be
heated by the heater or the steam generating device in-
stalled in the tub.

H.1.2.2 Second Washing (S1642):

[0289] The control part may start a second washing
step after the first washing step. Contaminants may be
more completely removed in the second washing step.
Like the first washing step, the second washing step of
the silent course may include only the rolling motion. The
noise generation may be minimized in the rolling motion
and the contaminants of the laundry may be removed
effectively in the rolling motion, as described above. Also,
a larger amount of wash water is supplied in the rolling
motion, compared with the amount of wash water sup-
plied in the standard course. Because of that, the adap-
tation of the rolling motion may secure sufficient washing
ability while also suppressing noise generation.
[0290] If the laundry amount is large, the drum is driven
in the tumbling motion. If the laundry amount is small,
the drum is driven in the rolling motion, similar to the first
washing step described above.

H.2 Rinsing Cycle (1650):

[0291] Once the washing cycle is completed, a rinsing
cycle configured to remove detergent remnants and con-
taminants from the laundry may start. The rinsing cycle
is similar to the rinsing cycles of the standard course de-
scribed above and thus further detailed description there-
of will be omitted.
[0292] The first rinsing step implemented in the initial
stage of the rinsing cycle of the standard course includes
the first drum driving step using the filtration motion,
which may generate much noise. As a result, the filtration
motion is not implemented in the rinsing cycle of the silent
course. While the steps of the rinsing cycle of the stand-
ard course may adapt various drum motions, the silent
course may apply only the rolling motion to the steps of
the rinsing cycle to reduce noise as in the washing step.
[0293] To reinforce the overall rinsing ability, the rins-
ing steps are repeated a more times in the silent course
than in the standard course. For example, the rinsing
cycle may be implemented four times or more. This is
because the drum is rotated at a lower RPM in the spin-
ning of the silent course than in the spinning cycle of the
standard course, thus deteriorating rinsing ability. That
is, in the spinning cycle, the wash water is typically sep-
arated from the laundry by the centrifugal force generated
by the high speed rotation of the drum and detergent and
contaminants are separated from the laundry together
with the wash water simultaneously. However, in the nor-
mal spinning step of the spinning cycle of the silent
course, the drum is rotated at a lower RPM and thus the
final rinsing ability may be deteriorated. As a result, the
rinsing steps may be implemented four times or more in
the rinsing cycle of the silent course.

H.3 Spinning Cycle (S1670):

[0294] Once the rinsing cycle is completed, the control
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part may start a spinning cycle. The spinning cycle is
similar to the spinning cycle of the standard course and
thus further detailed description thereof will be omitted.
[0295] In a normal spinning step of the silent course,
the drum may be rotated at a lower RPM than in the
normal spinning step of the standard course to reduce
noise. For example, to reduce noise, the drum may be
rotated at a predetermined RPM which is 50% of the RPM
of the normal spinning cycle of the standard course. That
is, the drum may be rotated at approximately 400 RPM.

I. COURSE I (COTTON, SYNTHETIC, MIXTURE 
COURSES)

[0296] Like the functional clothing course described
above, courses may be provided corresponding to the
kinds of laundry items and to fabric types of the laundry.
For example, there may be provided a cotton course con-
figured to wash cotton fabric such as towels, tablecloths,
T-shirts and the like, a synthetic course or easy care
course configured to wash synthetic fabric, and a mixture
course configured to wash a mixture of fabric types such
as cotton and synthetic fabrics. Synthetic material may
include, for example, polyamide, acrylic, polyester and
other such fabrics.
[0297] Cotton fabric and synthetic fabric have different
characteristics. That is, cotton fabric is more resistant to
friction and shock, with less concern of deformity, than
the synthetic fabric. In addition, cotton fabric can absorb
more wash water than the synthetic fabric and has less
concern of wrinkles than the synthetic fabric. However,
it is not easy to separate the cotton fabric laundry items
from synthetic fabric laundry items and to implement cor-
responding washing courses to wash them separately all
the time. This is because the user usually wears clothes
fabricated from the cotton and synthetic fabric together,
and does not want to wash separate partial loads of cot-
ton and synthetic clothing. As a result, a washing course
combining the merits of the cotton course and the syn-
thetic course, that is, a mixture course, may be provided.
[0298] The mixture course may be useful for many rea-
sons. For example, if the user separates the cotton fabric
laundry items and synthetic fabric laundry items to wash
them separately, washing may be delayed disadvanta-
geously until a predetermined amount of laundry is col-
lected, and thus contaminated laundry may be neglected
for a relatively long time. Of course, if a small amount of
laundry is washed separately, energy may be wasted.
Because of that, the mixture course capable of washing
conventional kinds of fabric laundry items together may
prevent the problem of laundry neglect and energy waste.
[0299] In the washing course provided corresponding
to such mixtures of types of fabric shown in FIG. 17, a
washing cycle, a rinsing cycle and a spinning cycle may
be differentiated according to the characteristics of the
particular type of fabric. As follows, the cotton course,
the synthetic course and the mixture course having op-
erational conditions of each step adjusted based on the

type of fabric will be described in reference to the cycles
and steps of the standard course described above. Com-
pared with the standard course, repeated detailed de-
scription will be omitted as appropriate, and difference
will be described in detail.
[0300] Once the user selects the cotton course, the
synthetic course or the mixture course (S1710) according
to the type of fabric of the laundry, the control part may
implement a wash cycle (S1730), a rinse cycle (S1750),
and a spin cycle (S1770) and steps according to the se-
lected course.

1.1 Washing Cycle:

1.1.1 Laundry Amount Determining Step (S1734):

[0301] The control part may determine the amount of
the laundry in a washing cycle and a method of laundry
amount determining in this course is similar to the above
methods and repeated description will be omitted. The
measured laundry amount may be used in a following
step properly, which will be described in detail.

1.1.2. Water Supplying Step (S1733):

[0302] The control part may implement a water sup-
plying step configured to supply wash water and deter-
gent to the tub or the drum and to dissolve the detergent
in the wash water. That is, the wash water is supplied
from an external water supply source, together with the
detergent. To supply the wash water and the detergent
to the laundry initially, the wash water and the detergent
are supplied to the laundry inside the drum directly. That
is, a water supply path of the wash water may be located
in a front upper portion of the drum toward the drum in-
side, not in a lower portion of the tub. When the detergent
is a powder type, detergent dissolution fails to be suffi-
ciently implemented and a drum driving motion of the
water supplying step, which will be described later, may
dissolve the detergent sufficiently. As a result, the wash
water and the detergent are supplied to the laundry in
the initial stage of the washing cycle and the time required
by the washing cycle may be reduced to improve washing
efficiency.

1.1.2.1 Detergent Dissolution Promoting (S1735):

[0303] In a detergent dissolution promoting step, a
drum driving motion may be differentiated according to
the type of laundry fabric. For example, the scrub motion
may be implemented for cotton fabric laundry items and
the step motion may be implemented for synthetic fabric
laundry items. In alternative examples, the scrub motion
and/or the step motion may be implemented.
[0304] The scrub motion bends/stretches and scrubs
the laundry by dropping the laundry, to generate friction.
Because of that, a human hands’ scrubbing-like effect
can be expected in the initial stage of the washing cycle.
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However, this scrub motion may be implemented for fab-
ric which is somewhat resistant to friction and the drum
driving motion may be the scrub motion in the detergent
dissolution promoting step of the cotton course.
[0305] According to characteristics of the synthetic fab-
ric, synthetic laundry items are lighter than the cotton
laundry items and the synthetic laundry items have a low-
er percentage of the water than the cotton laundry items.
Also, the synthetic laundry items have more concern for
damage caused by friction than the cotton laundry items.
Because of that, the step motion may be implemented in
the detergent dissolution promoting step to promote the
detergent dissolution and to prevent fabric damage. That
is, a drum driving motion in a detergent dissolution pro-
moting step for the synthetic fabric may be the step mo-
tion. The step motion applies the maximum dropping
shock to light synthetic fabric to promote the detergent
dissolution and the effect of the humans’ striking-like
washing effect may be expected in the initial stage of the
washing cycle.
[0306] A drum driving motion of a detergent dissolution
promoting step in the mixture course may be combination
of the step motion and the scrub motion. That is, the step
motion and the scrub motion which are optimal to the
cotton fabric and the synthetic fabric, respectively, may
be combined such that the detergent dissolution may be
promoted and the washing effect may be expected in the
initial stage of the washing cycle. In this case, the different
drum driving motions are combined and because of that,
laundry movement patterns and wash water movement
patterns may be diverse enough to improve the efficiency
of the washing cycle.

1.1.2.2 Laundry Wetting (S1736):

[0307] In the laundry wetting step of the standard
course, the drum may be rotated in the rolling motion.
The rolling motion generates less friction applied to the
laundry than the above scrub motion and the rolling mo-
tion is implemented in a period having the laundry wetting
implemented. As a result, although friction is applied be-
tween the wet laundry items, there will be little concern
of laundry damage and the laundry wetting step imple-
mented in the rolling motion may be implemented simi-
larly, regardless of the fabric kinds of the laundry.
[0308] Regardless of whether the fabric is cotton or
synthetic, the rolling motion may be implemented in the
laundry wetting step. Even when the user selects any
one of the cotton course, the mixture course or the syn-
thetic course, the rolling motion may be implemented in
the laundry wetting step after the detergent dissolution
promoting step.
[0309] The laundry wetting step may include two steps
including first and second laundry wetting steps which
are separately implemented. For example, when the
laundry wetting step is implemented for 10 minutes, the
first laundry wetting step may be implemented for 5 min-
utes and the second laundry wetting step may be imple-

mented for 5 minutes. Specifically, additional water sup-
ply may be implemented in the first laundry wetting step
and the second laundry wetting step may be implement-
ed once the additional water supply is completed.
[0310] Drum driving motions of the first and second
laundry wetting steps may be differentiated to wet the
laundry more effectively and to supply both the detergent
and wash water to the laundry uniformly. For example,
the drum driving motion of the first laundry wetting step
may be the rolling motion and the drum driving motion of
the second laundry wetting step may be a combination
of the rolling motion and filtration motion. That is, the
rolling motion may be implemented at a predetermined
net acting ratio in the first laundry wetting step. In the
second laundry wetting step, after the filtration motion is
implemented one time, the rolling motion is implemented
four times and this composes a single cycle. The cycle
may be repeated.
[0311] The rolling motion continuously turns-over the
laundry in the lower portion of the drum to increase the
contact time between the wash water and the detergent.
The filtration motion spreads the laundry broadly and al-
lows the wash water and the detergent to be supplied to
the laundry uniformly, such that effective laundry wetting
may be possible. It may typically take approximately 13
minutes to complete the laundry wetting in the tumbling
motion, while laundry wetting may take approximately 10
minutes according to this example.
[0312] The drum driving motion of the first laundry wet-
ting step may be differentiated according to the amount
of laundry. The drum driving motion of the first laundry
wetting step may be differentiated according to the laun-
dry amount determined in the laundry amount determin-
ing step. For example, if the determined laundry amount
is a predetermined level or more, the drum is driven in
the rolling motion as mentioned above. If the determined
laundry amount is less than the predetermined level, the
drum may be driven in a combination of the step and
rolling motions.
[0313] The step motion suddenly drops the laundry af-
ter lifting. If the laundry amount is large, the distance of
the laundry dropping may be reduced. Thus, the step
motion is proper to a small amount of laundry. Such a
step motion might cause damage to the laundry. As a
result, in the cotton course, when the laundry amount is
less than the predetermined level, the combination of the
step motion and rolling motion may be implemented in
the first laundry wetting step. When the laundry amount
is the predetermined level or more, the rolling motion may
be implemented in the first laundry wetting step. In the
synthetic course and the mixture course having a con-
cern of laundry damage, the rolling motion may be im-
plemented in the first laundry wetting step, regardless of
the laundry amount.
[0314] In alternative examples, a circulating step may
be implemented in the water supplying step, in relation
to the drum driving. That is, the circulating step may be
synchronized with the driving of the motor configured to
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drive the drum. The wash water circulated when the laun-
dry is moved by the driving of the drum may be supplied
to the laundry and the object of the water supplying step
may be achieved more effectively.
[0315] The detergent dissolution promoting step and
the laundry wetting step are included in the water sup-
plying step according to this example. However, the de-
tergent dissolution promoting step and the laundry wet-
ting step could be provided independently from the water
supplying step. In this case, after the water supply, the
detergent dissolution promoting step or the laundry wet-
ting step may be implemented.

1.1.3. Heating (S1741):

[0316] A heating step may be differentiated according
to the selected operation course in this course. For ex-
ample, the temperature of wash water used in the heating
step may be set different depending on the type of fabric
of the laundry.
[0317] Cotton fabric is somewhat tolerant of heat. As
the temperature of the wash water increases, the more
the detergent is dissolved in the wash water and activa-
tion of the detergent is further promoted. As a result, when
the cotton course is selected, the temperature of the wash
water may be set to be approximately 60°C in the heating
step. Such a temperature of the wash water may be se-
lected from a within a range extending from cold water
up to water at approximately 95°C via the option selecting
part 118. As the temperature of the wash water increases,
detergent activation may be further promoted and the
washing ability may further improved, further improving
an effect of sterilization/bleach if appropriate.
[0318] Synthetic fabric may be more subject to/less tol-
erant of heat and thus the synthetic course or mixture
course aims to prevent the heat from damaging the laun-
dry. When the synthetic course or the mixture course is
selected, the temperature of the wash water may be set
to be approximately 40°C in the heating step. In the syn-
thetic course or the mixture course, the user may be pre-
vented from selecting the temperature of the wash water
to be higher than 60°C, to prevent laundry damage. For
example, when the synthetic course or the mixture
course is selected, the temperature of the wash water in
the heating step may have the highest limit of 60°C.
[0319] A drum driving motion of the heating step may
be the tumbling motion, regardless of the selected
course. This is because the tumbling motion can disen-
tangle the laundry, while reducing laundry damage. As
a result, the tumbling motion may allow steam or heated-
wash water to be sufficiently transmitted to the laundry.
[0320] In alternative examples, a circulating step may
be implemented in the heating step. The circulating step
may be synchronized with the driving of the drum. Since
the circulating step is implemented after initial heating is
implemented to a predetermined degree, the circulating
step may be synchronized with the drum driving in a pre-
determined time after the initial driving of the drum starts.

1.1.4 Washing (S1742):

[0321] A drum driving motion of a washing step may
be a sequential combination of the rolling motion and/or
tumbling motion and/or swing motion. The drum driving
motion of the washing step may be differentiated accord-
ing to the selected course, because both the effect of
fabric protection and the effect of improved washing abil-
ity are to be achieved.
[0322] That is, in the case of washing cotton fabric laun-
dry, a drum driving motion configured to wash the laundry
using a strong mechanical force may be implemented.
In the case of washing synthetic fabric laundry, a drum
driving motion configured to wash the laundry by using
a relatively low mechanical force may be implemented.
The washing step may include one of the steps of the
washing cycle, which requires the longest time. As a re-
sult, the washing step may be controlled to implement
washing most efficiently. Since the required time of the
washing step is long, the most laundry damage is likely
to be generated in the washing step.
[0323] Considering that, the drum may be driven in
combination of the rolling motion and tumbling motion in
the washing step when the cotton course is selected. The
combination of the two different motions applies various
patterns of the strong mechanical force to the laundry
and the washing efficiency may be improved. That is,
according to the characteristics of the cotton fabric, there
is little concern of fabric damage. Because of that, the
strong mechanical force is applied to wash the laundry
and the washing effect may be improved more. When
the cotton course is selected, a combination of the filtra-
tion motion and the tumbling motion may be implemented
in a washing step, with the circulating step synchronized
with the driving of the drum. Since the cotton fabric has
little concern of laundry damage, the filtration motion may
supply the wash water and the detergent to the laundry
continuously and effectively.
[0324] In contrast, when the synthetic course is select-
ed, the drum may be rotated in a combination of the swing
motion and the tumbling motion in the washing step. The
combination of the two different motions may improve
the washing effect. The swing motion swings the laundry
in the wash water gently and thus laundry damage gen-
erated by the friction may be minimized. In addition, the
time in which the laundry contacts with the wash water
may be increased enough to improve the washing effect.
[0325] As the mixture course is provided to wash both
cotton laundry items and synthetic laundry items together
effectively, the washing effect is to be improved and the
laundry damage is to be reduced as much as possible,
regardless of the laundry fabric type. To satisfy that, the
drum driving motion of the washing step when the mixture
course is selected may be a combination of the tumbling
motion and/or swing motion and/or rolling motion. That
is, the swing motion configured to prevent the fabric dam-
age may be provided and the rolling motion configured
to improve the washing ability may be provided.

65 66 



EP 2 496 745 B1

35

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0326] In the synthetic course and the mixture course,
a circulating step may be synchronized with the drum
driving to allow both of wash water and detergent to be
supplied to the laundry continuously.
[0327] As mentioned above, although one of the cotton
course, synthetic course or the mixture course is select-
ed, the drum driving motions of the washing step may be
controlled for a combination of different two motions. This
is to generate diverse patterns of the mechanical force
and the movement of the laundry and to improve the us-
er’s satisfaction visually.
[0328] When a contaminant level of the laundry is se-
lected from the option selecting part 118, the net acting
ratio of the motor may be adjusted according to the se-
lected contaminant level. However, increasing the net
acting ratio also increases the time in which the mechan-
ical force is applied to the laundry. Considering that, the
net acting ratio of the washing cycle may be differentiated
according to the course selected by the user. That is, the
net acting ratio of the cotton course may be larger than
that of the synthetic course and mixture course.

1.1.2 Rinsing Cycle (S1750):

[0329] Once the washing cycle is completed, a rinsing
cycle may start. In the rinsing cycle, rinsing steps config-
ured to drain the wash water after the laundry is rinsed
using supplied wash water may be repeated. The rinsing
step of the rinsing cycle in this course may be repeated
three times or more.
[0330] The wash water may be supplied for a water
level of the rinsing cycle to be higher than a water level
of the washing cycle. That is, the wash water may be
supplied to a predetermined water level that is visible
from the outside to improve the rinsing effect by using
sufficient wash water.
[0331] A drum driving motion of the rinsing cycle may
be the tumbling motion. The tumbling motion submerg-
es/removes the laundry into/from the wash water and this
may be repeated. The high water level together with the
tumbling motion visually notifies the user of sufficient rins-
ing. The tumbling motion of the rinsing cycle may prevent
overheat of the motor as well improve rinsing efficiency.
That is, the water level of the rinsing cycle may be higher
than that of the washing cycle and the load applied to the
drum may be increased by the wash water accordingly.
The step motion, scrub motion and the swing motion re-
peat the rotation and brake of the motor. As a result, such
a brake may generate excessive load on the motor. Also,
if the water level is high, the load generated by the wash
water may be increased. In the rinsing cycle having a
high water level, the drum driving motion does not have
nay sudden brake to prevent the overheat of the motor.
Thus, the tumbling motion configured to rotate the drum
in the predetermined direction may be preferable in the
rinsing cycle.
[0332] A circulating step may be implemented in the
rinsing cycle to circulate the wash water held in the tub

into the drum. This may generate an effect of visual no-
tification to the user of sufficient rinsing.

1.3. Spinning Cycle (S1770):

[0333] Once the washing cycle and the rinsing cycle
are completed, a spinning cycle configured to discharge
the wash water from the laundry as much as possible
may be implemented. In a normal spinning step of the
spinning cycle, the drum RPM may be differentiated ac-
cording to the course selected by the user, considering
the percentage of water content and residual wrinkling
according to the type of fabric.
[0334] Cotton fabric has a high percentage of water
content or absorption, with less concern of wrinkles. Even
if there are wrinkles generated in the cotton fabric, it is
easy to remove the wrinkles. In contrast, the synthetic
fabric has a low percentage of water content or absorp-
tion, with large concern of wrinkles. As a result, in the
cotton course, a preset RPM may be higher than in the
synthetic course and mixture course, and the preset RPM
may be, for example, 1000 RPM or more. Here, the spin-
ning RPM may be changeable via the option selecting
part by the user.
[0335] The preset RPM of the synthetic course and the
mixture course may be set to be 400 to 600 RPM. Even
when spinning synthetic laundry items at a low RPM, the
wash water may be discharged from the synthetic laundry
items enough and wrinkles may be prevented. In this
case, the spinning RPM may be changeable via the op-
tion selecting part by the user. In certain examples, the
spinning RPM is set to a maximum of 800 RPM.

J. COURSE J (WOOL COURSE):

[0336] A washing course provided according to a type
of fabric of the laundry may also include a wool course,
rather than the cotton course, synthetic course and mix-
ture course. The wool course is applied to laundry having
less contaminants and a large concern for fabric damage.
That is, the wool course may be provided to wash wool
fabric laundry items which are hand washable. If washed
using the strong mechanical force, the wool fabric laundry
items are likely to be damaged. As a result, in the wool
course, the drum is driven in a predetermined motion
having a weak mechanical force, for example, the swing
motion. Considering characteristics of the wool fabric,
drum driving motions of a washing cycle, a rinsing cycle
and spinning cycle of the wool course may be different
from the drum motion of the standard course.

J.1. Washing cycle:

[0337] In the wool course, it is important to prevent
fabric damage and the drum may be driven in the swing
motion configured to move the laundry rightward and left-
ward in a lower portion of the drum gently, in a washing
cycle of the wool course. In this case, a water level may
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be high enough to allow a water level of the drum inside
to be visible from outside. Because of that, the friction
between the inner circumferential surface of the drum
and the laundry may be minimized and the lifts touching
of the laundry may be repeated, rotating the laundry sub-
merged in the wash water, and this prevents damage to
the laundry and it allows washing or rinsing to be imple-
mented softly. This swing motion may minimize damage
to the laundry and increase the time of contact with the
wash water and the detergent with the laundry to improve
the washing effect.
[0338] The wool course is shown in FIG. 18. A washing
cycle of the wool course is selected (S1810). In an initial
stage of the washing cycle (S1830), wash water and de-
tergent may be supplied to the tub or the drum, that is, a
water supplying step (S1833) may be implemented. The
water supplying step may include a detergent dissolution
promoting step (S1835) and a laundry wetting step
(S1836). The detergent dissolution promoting step is
configured to promote detergent dissolution implement-
ed in an initial stage of the water supplying step and the
laundry wetting step is configured to wet the laundry
enough to prepare a washing step after the water sup-
plying is completed. The laundry wetting step may be
implemented after or before the water supplying is com-
pleted.
[0339] The detergent used in the wool course may be
neutral detergent and typically a liquid type which may
not require as much time to be dissolved in the wash
water as a powder type. Considering that, the detergent
is supplied to the laundry in the initial stage of the water
supplying, together with the wash water. Once the water
supply starts, wash water is supplied to the liquid deter-
gent held in a detergent box. The wash water and the
liquid detergent are supplied together to the tub or the
drum. To supply the wash water and the liquid detergent
to the laundry more quickly, the wash water and the liquid
detergent mixed with each other may be sprayed onto
the laundry located in the drum. For more effective de-
tergent dissolution, a circulating step configured to supply
the wash water held in the tub to the upper portion of the
drum may be implemented.
[0340] The drum may be driven in the swing motion
and then a gentle vortex is generated in the wash water
such that the detergent dissolution may be promoted,
while simultaneously preventing laundry damage. Once
the water supply is completed, the swing motion and the
circulating step may be implemented together to prepare
for the washing step. This may be considered a type of
laundry wetting step.
[0341] Once the detergent dissolution promoting step
and the laundry wetting step are completed, a heating
step (S1841) configured to heat the wash water may be
implemented if necessary. However, the temperature of
the wash water in the heating step may be controlled not
to exceed 40°C. Heat generated if the temperature of the
wash water is heightened too much will deform the laun-
dry and damage wool fabric laundry. The temperature of

40°C generates no thermal deformity and promotes ac-
tivation of the detergent and wash water absorption into
the laundry.
[0342] A drum driving motion of the washing step
(S1842) may be the swing motion. The washing step re-
quires the longest time out of the steps of the washing
cycle and, in order to prevent laundry damage in the
washing step, the swing motion is used in the washing
step. If mechanical force application and stopping are
applied to the wool fabric laundry repeatedly, fabric dam-
age may be generated. Such mechanical repetition gen-
erates contraction of wool fabric. To prevent the contrac-
tion, the swing motion may be implemented in the wash-
ing step continuously.
[0343] As mentioned above, the swing motion drives
the drum by using the rheostatic braking and it may not
apply much load to the motor. In addition, the swing mo-
tion may have drum driving configured to reciprocate be-
tween right and left less than 90°C. As a result, a large
load is not required to lift the laundry. If the drum were
to be driven in the scrub motion and the step motion con-
tinuously, excessive load may be applied to the motor.
In the tumbling motion, a smaller load may be applied to
the motor than in the scrub motion and the step motion,
but the laundry is lifted and dropped to generate fabric
damage. Considering this, the swing motion is imple-
mented in the washing step.

J.2 Rinsing Cycle (S1850):

[0344] Once the washing cycle is completed, a rinsing
cycle may be implemented. First, a medium spinning may
be implemented. After the medium spinning, wash water
is supplied to start rinsing and the rinsing cycle is imple-
mented several times if necessary. That is, after the water
supplying and rinsing, water draining may be repeated.
Typically, medium spinning is implemented in the middle
of the water supplying after water draining.
[0345] The medium spinning disentangles the laundry
at a relatively low rotation speed. Medium spinning in-
cludes an intermediate-spinning configured to disentan-
gle the laundry at a relatively low rotation speed, while
sensing vibration, and a main-spinning configured to spin
the laundry at a relatively high rotation speed for a pre-
determined time. The intermediate-spinning may be im-
plemented at approximately 100 RPM and the main-spin-
ning may be implemented at approximately 200 RPM
(low resonance frequency) or more.
[0346] However, when the wool course is selected, the
medium spinning may be omitted. The medium spinning
is a process of discharging the wash water from the laun-
dry by centrifugal force and a tensile force may be gen-
erated in the laundry inevitably. Because of that, wool
fabric laundry which is subject to external force may be
subject to damage in the spinning cycle. To relieve such
a concern, the medium spinning may be omitted. For
example, the main-spinning of the medium spinning is
omitted and only the intermediate-spinning may be im-
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plemented. If all of the process of discharging the wash
water by the centrifugal force is omitted, the rinsing ability
may be deteriorated remarkably. Considering the rinsing
ability and the laundry damage, only the intermediate-
spinning may be implemented and the main-spinning
may be omitted.
[0347] The series of the rinsing step including the water
supplying and draining may be implemented three times
or more, because detergent remnants have to be suffi-
ciently discharged from the laundry. The water level of
the rinsing may be higher than the water level of the wash-
ing step and a circulating step may be implemented in
the rinsing. When the liquid detergent is used, it is gen-
erally possible to discharge the detergent remnants suf-
ficiently because of rinsing step is implemented two times
and the medium spinning. However, in case of this
course, the main-spinning of the medium spinning is
omitted to prevent the laundry damage and the rinsing
step may be implemented three times to achieve the de-
sired rinsing effect.
[0348] A drum driving of the rinsing step may be the
swing motion to prevent laundry damage. The swing mo-
tion gently swings the laundry in the wash water and al-
lows detergent remnants absorbed in the laundry to be
discharged into the wash water, such that rinsing effi-
ciency may be enhanced.

J.3 Spinning Cycle (S1870):

[0349] Once the rinsing cycle is completed, a spinning
cycle may start. The spinning cycle is similar to the spin-
ning cycle of the standard course described above. the
drum RPM of the normal spinning step may be set to be
800 RPM or less to protect the wool fabric of the laundry.

K. COURSE K (DELICATE COURSE):

[0350] A washing course provided according to the
type of fabric of the laundry may include a delicate course
as shown in FIG. 19 to wash laundry items made of del-
icate fabric such as silk, plastic fabric, laundry items hav-
ing metal accessories attached thereto and other such
delicate articles. A drum motion having a relatively weak
mechanical force, for example, the swing motion, may
be implemented to wash the delicate laundry gently in
the delicate course, similar to in the wool course. As a
result, taking characteristics of the delicate fabric into
consideration, drum driving motions of a washing cycle,
a rinsing cycle, and a spinning cycle of the delicate course
may be different from the drum driving motions of the
standard course.

K.1 Washing Cycle (S1930):

[0351] Similar to the wool course, the delicate course
is selected (S1910) and the drum is driven in the swing
motion in a washing cycle (S1930) of the delicate course
and wash water is supplied (S1933) to a relatively high

water level. Also, a detergent dissolution promoting step
(S1935) may be similar to the detergent dissolution pro-
moting step of the wool course, because liquid type de-
tergent is generally used to wash the delicate fabric laun-
dry items in the delicate course, like in the wool course.
However, after the detergent dissolution promoting step,
a laundry wetting step (S1936) may be different from the
laundry wetting step of the wool course. The wool fabric
has relatively good water absorption ability in comparison
to the delicate fabric, and the delicate fabric is more sub-
ject to heat damage in comparison to the wool fabric.
Because of that, the temperature of the wash water used
to wash the delicate fabric may be set to be approximately
30°C. Although cold water could be selected, a temper-
ature higher than 40°C is generally not selected.
[0352] The laundry wetting may be implemented effec-
tively using the filtration motion in the laundry wetting
step. A circulating step may also be implemented. After
spin-driving the drum and distributing the laundry uni-
formly inside the drum to broaden the surface area of the
laundry, the circulating step circulates the wash water
held in the tub toward the laundry. In addition, the swing
motion is implemented to submerge the laundry in the
wash water and to generate gentle movement of the laun-
dry to promote laundry wetting. The filtration motion and
the swing motion are repeated in various patterns to pro-
mote laundry wetting. However, the drum driving motion
of the laundry wetting step may be only the swing motion.
[0353] Once the laundry wetting is completed, a wash-
ing step may start (S1942). A drum motion of the washing
step may be the swing motion. The delicate fabric may
be more resistant to the external shock, compared with
the wool fabric. To achieve more effective washing effi-
ciency, the drum motion of the washing step may be a
combination of the swing motion and the tumbling motion,
with a relatively high wash water level.
[0354] Alternatively, only the tumbling motion may be
implemented in the washing step. In this case, the drop-
ping laundry is collided against the surface of the wash
water, not the inner bottom surface of the drum because
of the high water level. That means the dropping distance
is reduced. While the shock applied to the laundry is re-
duced by the high water level, a vortex is generated in
the wash water to improve the washing effect. Since such
the laundry has relatively low contamination, the time of
the washing step may be set to be relatively short and
the net acting ratio may be set to be relatively low. Al-
though only the tumbling motion is implemented, it is pos-
sible to prevent laundry damage. A circulating step may
also be implemented in the washing step.

K.2 Rinsing Cycle (S1950):

[0355] Once the washing cycle is completed, a rinsing
cycle may start. As mentioned above, the liquid type de-
tergent may be used in the delicate course and detergent
remnants may be sufficiently discharged by the rinsing
step implemented two times. Like the wool course, a me-
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dium spinning may be omitted in the delicate course. For
example, an intermediate-spinning is not omitted and on-
ly a main-spinning may be omitted. A drum motion of the
rinsing cycle may be only the tumbling motion. Such the
tumbling motion has the effect of laundry distribution.
That is, the tumbling motion allows the surface area of
the laundry to contact the wash water uniformly and dis-
charge detergent remnants outside. In this case, a wash
water level may be relatively high. The swing motion may
be added to the tumbling motion in the rinsing cycle.

K.3 Spinning Cycle (S1970):

[0356] Once the rinsing cycle is completed, a spinning
cycle may start. The spinning cycle of this course may
be similar to that of the wool course. The drum RPM of
a normal spinning step may be set not to exceed 800
RPM. The delicate fabric has a low percentage of water
content/absorption and wash water may be discharged
sufficiently even when the drum is rotated at a relatively
low RPM in the normal spinning step. Also, the normal
spinning may be implemented at a relatively low RPM to
prevent fabric damage generated by spinning.

L. COURSE L (SPORTSWEAR COURSE):

[0357] A sportswear course shown in FIG. 2D may be
provided in the washing course categorized based on
the type of fabric of the laundry will now be described.
The sportswear course may be provided to wash laundry
items made of functional fabric having good air permea-
bility and good perspiration absorbing function such as
mountain-climbing clothes, jogging suits and sportswear.
Like the wool course or delicate course, a drum motion
having a weak mechanical force, for example, the swing
motion, may be implemented in the sportswear course.
Because of that, considering characteristics of sports-
wear fabric, drum motions of washing, rinsing and spin-
ning cycles provided in the sportswear course may be
different from the drum motions of the standard course.
Once the sportswear course is selected (S2010), the
washing cycle (S2030), rinsing cycle (S2050) and the
spinning cycle (S2070) may be implemented like the wool
course and the delicate course. However, because of the
characteristics of the sportswear, the washing cycle of
the sportswear course may be different from the washing
cycle of the other courses described above.

L.1 Washing Cycle (S2030):

[0358] Sportswear has hydrophobic characteristics
which prevent moisture from permeating into fabric eas-
ily. As a result, compared with other kinds of fabrics, the
sportswear fabric has a low percentage of water con-
tent/absorption and thus water may be supplied to the
sportswear fabric sufficiently and continuously in the
washing cycle. For that, a drum driving motion of the
washing cycle (S2030), especially, a water supplying

step (S2033) provided in the washing cycle, may be dif-
ferent from the drum motion of the washing cycle in the
other courses.
[0359] First, in this course, a drum driving motion of a
detergent dissolution promoting step (S2035) may be the
scrub motion and/or the step motion. The sportswear fab-
ric has little concern of fabric damage, compared with
the wool or delicate fabric, so the sportswear course may
use the drum driving motion capable of applying a strong-
er mechanical force than the swing motion.
[0360] A laundry wetting step (S2036) of the sports-
wear course may be different from the wool course and
the delicate course. Although it can prevent laundry dam-
age, the swing motion fails to supply enough wash water
to a folded portion of the laundry due to the hydrophobic
characteristics of the sportswear fabric. Considering this,
the filtration motion (including a circulating step) may be
implemented in the laundry wetting step of the sports-
wear course. The filtration motion distributes the laundry
inside the drum uniformly and supplies the wash water
to the laundry uniformly. Together with the filtration mo-
tion, the rolling motion configured to turn over the laundry
continuously may be implemented.

L.2 Rinsing Cycle (S2050):

[0361] A rinsing cycle of this course may similar to the
rinsing cycles of the standard course, the wool course
and the delicate course, and thus further detailed de-
scription thereof will be omitted.

L.3 Spinning Cycle (S2070):

[0362] A spinning cycle of this course may similar to
the spinning cycles of the standard course, the wool
course and the delicate course, and thus further detailed
description thereof will be omitted.

M. COURSE M:

[0363] In the washing machine according to the second
example described above with respect to FIG. 2, the tub
is directly fixed to the cabinet and the drum is provided
in the tub. According to the second example, the tub is
fixed and only the drum vibrates. As a result, it is important
to prevent the drum from contacting the tub when the
drum is rotated and the distance between the tub and
the drum may be larger than the distance in the washing
machine according to the first example shown in FIG. 1.
[0364] When the distance between the tub and the
drum is large, the laundry loaded in the drum may not be
wet sufficiently by the wash water supplied to the inside
of the tub. Because of that, when the water is supplied
in the washing machine according to the second exam-
ple, a circulating pump is put into operation to wet the
laundry efficiently and the wash water supplied to the tub
may be circulated. For example, the circulating pump
may be continuously driven or driven at a predetermined
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interval, with the water supply valve being open.
[0365] In the washing machine according to the second
example, the drum is connected with the tub back 230.
However, the tub back 230 is supported by the suspen-
sion unit via the bearing housing 400, not by the tub.
Because of that, compared with the washing machine
according to the first example which includes the tub back
directly connected to the tub to support the load of the
drum, the degree of freedom of the drum provided in the
washing machine according to the first example may be
relatively large and the front portion of the drum may have
an increased degree of freedom.
[0366] However, when the water is supplied to the tub,
a water supply line and a circulation line are used to sup-
ply the wash water from the front portion of the tub. As a
result, the laundry located in the front portion of the drum
would be wet first and the load on the front portion of the
drum is larger than the load on the rear portion. This may
cause the front portion of the drum to move downward.
If the front portion of the drum moves downward, noise
and vibration may be increased during rotation of the
drum and may cause the drum to contact the inner sur-
face of the tub. As a result, in the washing machine ac-
cording to the second example, the laundry located in
the front portion and the rear portion of the drum should
be wet uniformly when water is supplied to the laundry.
Course M is referred to as a washing course applicable
to the washing machine according to the second exam-
ple, namely, a standard course of the washing machine
according to the second example. This course will be
described in reference to Fig. 21.

M.1 Washing Cycle (S2130):

[0367] FIG. 21 is a flowchart of Course M. Once the
user selects this course from the course selecting part
(S2110), the control part may implement the following
series of processes.
[0368] The washing cycle may include a laundry
amount determining step (S2131), a water supplying step
(S2133), a laundry wetting step (S2135), a heating step
(S2137) and a washing step (S2139). In the following
description, the laundry wetting step is described as an
independent step separated from the water supplying
step. However, the laundry wetting step may be included
in the water supplying step.

M.1.1 Water Supplying (S2133):

[0369] After sensing the amount of laundry in the wash-
ing cycle, a water supplying step may start. A laundry
determining step of the water supplying step is described
in detail in the above courses and thus further detailed
description thereof will be omitted.
[0370] The control part supplies wash water to the in-
side of the tub in the water supplying step. Specifically,
the control part opens the water supplying valve to supply
wash water to the tub via the water supply line and the

detergent box. As follows, when the wash water is sup-
plied to the laundry in the washing machine according to
the second example, examples of water supplying meth-
ods capable of wetting the laundry located in the front
portion and the rear portion of the drum uniformly will be
described.
[0371] According to a water supplying method accord-
ing to a first example, when the water supplying step
supplies water, the circulating pump is put into operation
to circulate the wash water and the drum is put into op-
eration simultaneously. The control part may drive the
drum in the scrub motion of the drum motions described
above.
[0372] In the washing machine according to the second
example, the distance between the drum and the tub is
larger than the distance between the tub and the drum
in the first example. Thus, in the second example, if the
drum is driven in the tumbling motion (as in the first ex-
ample) during the water supplying step, the laundry lo-
cated in the rear portion of the drum fails to be wet uni-
formly. That is, since the gap between the drum and the
tub is larger, the wash water between the drum and the
tub fails to be lifted by the rotation of the drum in the
tumbling motion and especially, the laundry located in
the rear portion of the drum fails to be wet.
[0373] As a result, in the water supplying step of this
course, the scrub motion is implemented instead of the
tumbling motion. As mentioned above, the scrub motion
rotates the drum at a higher RPM (compared with the
tumbling motion), and the wash water located between
the drum and the tub may be lifted by the rotation of the
drum and then dropped onto the laundry.
[0374] In particular, if the rear portion of the drum and
the tub are tilted downward in the washing machine ac-
cording to the second example, the wash water located
at the rear portion of the tub may be supplied to the sur-
face area of the laundry by the scrub motion. The scrub
motion rotates the drum in the clockwise/counter-clock-
wise direction, reversing the rotation direction suddenly.
As a result, the sudden reversed-rotation of the drum
generates a vortex in the wash water and the laundry
located in the front and rear portions of the drum may be
wet uniformly.
[0375] When the water supply valve is open to supply
the wash water, the drum is driven and rotated and the
laundry is moved inside the drum according to the driving
of the drum. In this case, the wash water supplied via the
water supply line connected to the front portion of the
drum may be mostly supplied to the laundry moved in
the front potion of the drum. The laundry located in the
front portion of the drum is wet earlier, compared with
the laundry located in the rear portion of the drum. As a
result, according to the second example of the water sup-
ply method, the drum may not be driven until a predeter-
mined time passes after the water supply valve is open
for the water supply, or until the water level reaches a
predetermined level. When the drum is not driven for the
predetermined time or until the wash water reaches the
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predetermined level, the wash water supplied via the wa-
ter supply line may be held in the lower portion of the tub.
The predetermined water level may be determined in
consideration of the gap between the tub and the drum
and the predetermined time may be determined accord-
ing to the capacity of the tub and the drum and the amount
of the laundry.
[0376] In particular, if the rear portion of the tub pro-
vided in the washing machine according to the second
example is tilted downward, much wash water may be
collected in the rear portion of the tub. Hence, after a
predetermined time passes, the drum is driven and ro-
tated and the wash water held in the rear portion of the
tub may wet the laundry located in the rear portion of the
drum uniformly. When the drum is driven in the washing
machine according to the second example, a drum mo-
tion may be the tumbling motion or the scrub motion.
[0377] When the water supply valve is open for the
water supply according to the second example, without
driving the drum, on/off of the water supply valve may be
controlled. That is, when the water supply valve is open
to supply the water, the wash water may have a prede-
termined pressure because of the pressure of an external
water supply source such as a tap and then the wash
water supplied along the water supply line may be sup-
plied to the front portion of the drum by the water pres-
sure, such that the laundry located in the front portion of
the drum may be wet earlier.
[0378] As a result, during the water supply in the sec-
ond example, the water supply valve is repeatedly con-
trolled to be on and off, not open continuously, and then
the supplied wash water may be controlled to be on and
off to have a predetermined water pressure enough not
to be supplied to the drum directly. The pressure enough
not to be supplied to the drum directly means a water
pressure which enables the water supplied via the water
supply line to fall along the drum, tub or door to be col-
lected in the lower portion of the tub, not sprayed into the
drum directly. The water falling along the drum, tub or
door may be collected in the rear portion of the tub and
description of the wash water collected in the tub is similar
to the second example, such that repeated description
may be omitted.
[0379] When the laundry inside the drum is entangled
during the water supplying step, the laundry may be wet
partially. In particular, the laundry located in a center of
a lump of the entangled laundry may not be wet and only
the laundry located in a surface area of the lump may be
wet. If only some of the laundry is wet, washing cannot
be implemented in the washing cycle and a washing abil-
ity may be deteriorated. As a result, the control part may
drive the drum in the filtration motion to wet the laundry
uniformly if the laundry is entangled.
[0380] That is, the control part opens the water supply
valve for the water supply and it drives the circulating
pump to circulate the wash water simultaneously. Also,
the control part rotates the drum at a predetermined RPM.
The predetermined RPM is determined to be a RPM en-

abling the laundry not to be dropped by the gravity but
to be in close contact with the inner surface of the drum
during the rotation of the drum. As a result, the predeter-
mined RPM may be set for the centrifugal force generated
by the rotation of the drum to be larger than the gravity
acceleration when the drum is rotated. In addition, the
predetermined RPM may be set to be lower than an over
speed area (approximately 200 RPM to 35 RPM) which
generates resonance in the washing machine. If the drum
is rotated at a higher RPM than the over speed area, the
noise and vibration may be increased remarkably by the
resonance. As a result, the predetermined RPM may be
set to be approximately 100 RPM to 170 RPM in this
control method.
[0381] As a result, once the control part rotates the
drum at the predetermined RPM, the laundry may be in
close contact with the inner surface of the drum due to
the centrifugal force. The wash water supplied via the
circulation line and the water supply line may be distrib-
uted along the rotation of the drum. The distributed wash
water may be supplied to the drum and to the laundry in
close contact with the inner surface of the drum, such
that the laundry may be uniformly wet.

M.1.2 Laundry Wetting (S2135):

[0382] After the water supplying step, the control part
may start a laundry wetting step. In the laundry wetting
step, the control part turns off the water supply valve.
The control part drives the drum and the wash water is
circulated, while driving the circulation pump. Although
the laundry wetting is implemented in the water supplying
step, the water supply valve is off in the laundry wetting
step and the laundry wetting may be implemented by the
driving of the drum.
[0383] In the laundry wetting step of this course, the
control part drives the drum to implement the laundry
wetting. In this case, the control part may drive the drum
in the rolling motion. Since the rolling motion rolling-
moves the laundry inside the drum along with the rotation
of the drum, the wash water contacts the laundry fre-
quently and the laundry wetting may be implemented
smoothly.
[0384] When implementing the laundry wetting step,
the control part classifies the laundry wetting step into
first and second laundry wetting steps. The first and sec-
ond laundry wetting steps may be driven according to
drum motions of the drum/ that is, the control part may
control the drum motions of the first and second laundry
wetting step to be different from each other. Operating
the circulating pump is as follows.
[0385] Specifically, in the first laundry wetting step, the
control part may drive the drum in one of the rolling and/or
step motions. The selection of the drum driving motions
may be determined according to the laundry amount.
That is, if the amount of the laundry inside the drum is
less than a predetermined reference value, for example,
if the laundry amount is small, the control part may drive
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the drum according to the step motion. If the laundry
amount is the reference value or more, the control part
may drive the drum according to the rolling motion.
[0386] As mentioned above, if the laundry amount is
small, the laundry dropping effect of the step motion may
be improved. As a result, if the laundry amount is small
in the first laundry wetting step, the step motion drops
the laundry with the maximum dropping distance to allow
the water absorbed in the laundry. In the meanwhile, if
the laundry amount is large in the first laundry wetting
step, the rolling motion is implemented. This is because
the laundry dropping distance of the step motion is not
relatively large in case of the large amount of the laundry.
[0387] Hence, in the second laundry wetting step, the
control part may drive the drum at a predetermined RPM
enabling the laundry to be in close contact with the inner
surface of the drum, not dropped by the gravity, that is,
according to the filtration motion. Eventually, the drum is
rotated at the predetermined RPM and the laundry may
be in close contact with the inner surface of the drum due
to the centrifugal force. The wash water supplied by the
circulating pump is supplied to the laundry attached to
the inner surface of the drum uniformly and thus the laun-
dry may be wet uniformly.
[0388] In the second laundry wetting step, the control
part may implement another drum driving motion after
the filtration motion. For example, the control part may
implement the rolling motion after the filtration motion. In
this case, the filtration motion distributes the laundry to
supply the wash water to the laundry and the rolling mo-
tion rolling-moves the laundry to wet the laundry in the
wash water uniformly.

M.1.3 Heating (S2137):

[0389] After that, the control part starts a heating step.
Specifically, the control part drives the drum according
to one of the tumbling and/or rolling and/or swing motions
in the heating step, with driving the heater provided in
the tub to heat the wash water held in the tub.
[0390] In the washing machine of the second example,
the gap between the drum and the tub is larger than the
gap of the first example. Because of that, when the wash
water is heated by driving the heater, the drum is rotated
and only the wash water held in the tub is heated, not
the wash water held in the drum. As a result, compared
with the heated wash water, contaminants of the laundry
may not be removed smoothly in a washing step, which
will be described later, because of the relatively low tem-
perature of the laundry.
[0391] Because of that, the control method applied to
the washing machine according to the second example
drives the circulating pump in the heating step, to circu-
late the wash water. The heated-wash water held in the
tub is re-supplied to the top portion of the tub by the cir-
culating pump such that the laundry may be heated. How-
ever, in the heating step, the circulating pump may be
intermittently driven at a predetermined interval, not con-

tinuously driven. In particular, in the heating step, the
circulating pump may be controlled so that the off-time
of the circulating pump is longer than the on-time. If the
circulating pump is driven continuously in the heating
step or if the on-time of the circulating pump is longer
than the off-time, the wash water not heated to the pre-
determined temperature would be circulated and the
wash water may not be heated to the desired tempera-
ture.
[0392] If the heater is provided in the tub, it is important
to drive the heater when not exposed out of the water
surface. If the heater is driven while exposed, too much
load is applied on the motor and the heater may malfunc-
tion. As a result, if the heater is driven in the heating step,
a predetermined water level distant from the heater
(hereafter, reference water level) may be maintained in
the heating step. That is, when the water level is less
than a reference level in the heating step, the control part
turns off the heater. When the water level increases to
the predetermined level or more by the re-water-supply,
the control part turns on the heater again (hereinafter,
’cut off’).
[0393] However, if the heating step uses the cut-off
method in the washing machine according to the second
example, too much load may be applied to the heater
and a variety of circuits and washing machine usage life
may be reduced.
[0394] That is, the heating step of the washing machine
according to the second example drives and heats the
heater, while driving circulating pump simultaneously as
mentioned above. As a result, the water level inside the
tub may not be maintained regularly by the driving of the
circulation pump but may vary to a predetermined degree
continuously. In this case, the water level inside the tub
is varied enough to be lowered below the reference water
level. Especially, if the water level inside the tub is varied
beyond the reference level, the heater may be turned on
if the water level is beyond the reference level and turned
off if the water level is below the reference value, such
that on/off of the motor may be repeated continuously.
The repeated on/off of the heater may apply too much
load to the heater and the variety of the circuits and it
may reduce usage life.
[0395] As a result, if the water level inside the tub is
decreased to reach the reference level during the driving
of the motor in the heating step of the washing machine
according to the second example, water re-supply may
be implemented to prevent repeated on/off of the heater.
Specifically, when the water level inside the tub is de-
creased below the reference level in the heating step,
the control part stops the driving of the drum and turns
off the circulating pump. At this time, additionally, the
water supply valve is open to implement water re-supply.
The reason why the drum and the circulating pump are
turned off is that it is difficult to sense an accurate water
level due to the varying water level when the drum and
the circulating pump are driven. By extension, it is pos-
sible to turn off the motor. In the meanwhile, the water
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re-supply may be implemented for a predetermined time
or until the water supply is implemented for the water
level to reach the reference level or beyond the reference
level by the water level sensing. A specific water level of
the water re-supply may be differentiated according to
the kind of course selected in the initial stage of heating.

M.1.3 Washing (S2139):

[0396] After the heating step, the control part may im-
plement a washing step configured to drive the circulating
pump, while driving the drum. In the washing step, a drum
driving motion of the drum may be properly selected out
of the drum motions according to the course selected by
the user. For example, a drum driving motion of the wash-
ing step may be determined, similar to one of the washing
steps provided in the above courses. The circulating
pump may be driven at a predetermined interval to cir-
culate the wash water held in the tub.

M.2 Rinsing Cycle (S2150):

[0397] Once the washing cycle is completed after the
above steps, the control part may start a rinsing cycle.
The general rinsing cycle may include a rinsing-spinning
step, a water supplying step, a drum driving step and a
water draining step. First, the control part starts the rins-
ing-spinning, rotating the drum at a second rotation
speed (RPM 2) (S2151), in the rinsing spinning step, to
remove moisture and detergent remnants remaining in
the laundry, while rotating the drum at approximately 500
RPM to 700 RPM. The control part stops the drum and
opens the water supply valve, to supply rinsing-water to
the tub. The rinsing water level may be preset according
to the course selected by the user or according to the
user’s manual setting.
[0398] After the water supply, the control part drives
the drum at a first rotation speed (RPM 1) at a predeter-
mined interval. In the drum driving step, the control part
controls a drum driving motion of the drum and removes
detergent from the laundry. The control part of this step
may control the drum to be one of the tumbling and/or
step and/or scrub and/or rolling and/or swing motions
described above.
[0399] Hence, the control part stops the driving of the
drum and drives the water drainage pump to drain the
rinsing water held in the tub to the outside (S2153).
[0400] The rinsing-spinning cycle, water supplying
step, water supplying step, drum driving step and drain-
ing step described above may compose a single cycle
of the rinsing cycle. The control part may implement the
cycle one time or several times according to the selected
course or the user’s selection. However, the single cycle
of the rinsing cycle may include the rinsing-spinning step.
The second rotation speed of the rinsing-spinning step
may correspond to approximately 500 RPM to 700 RPM,
as mentioned above, and the rotation speed of such the
rinsing-spinning may correspond to the over speed area

(approximately 200 RPM to 350 RPM) which generates
resonance of the washing machine.
[0401] As a result, if the laundry located in the drum is
not distributed uniformly, a laundry distributing step con-
figured to distribute the laundry may be implemented and
after that, the drum speed may be accelerated for the
rinsing-spinning. The laundry distributing step repeatedly
rotates the drum at the predetermined RPM in the clock-
wise and/or counterclockwise direction. After the laundry
distributing step, an eccentricity level of the drum is iden-
tified, f the eccentricity level of the drum is less than a
predetermined value, the rinsing-spinning may be imple-
mented. If the eccentricity level is the predetermined val-
ue or more, the laundry distributing step may be repeated.
As the laundry distributing step is implemented before
the rinsing-spinning step, the time of the rinsing cycle
may be increased. In particular, as the laundry distribut-
ing step is repeated, the time of the rinsing cycle may be
increased noticeably and the time consumed by the rins-
ing cycle cannot be predicted accurately.
[0402] As follows, to solve the above problem, a control
method of the rinsing cycle capable of reducing the over-
all time consumed by the rinsing cycle will be described.
[0403] As shown in Fig. 21, the rinsing cycle of the
washing machine according to the second example may
include a washing water supplying step, a drum driving
step (S2151) and a water draining step (S2153). Com-
pared with the first example, the rinsing cycle according
to the second example omits a rinsing-spinning step.
Since the rinsing-spinning cycle is omitted, the time of
the rinsing cycle may be reduced as much as the time of
the rinsing-spinning step and the laundry distributing step
may not be necessary, thus preventing noticeably in-
creased time of the rinsing cycle caused by the repetition
of the laundry distributing step. Although omitting the rins-
ing-spinning step reduces the time of the rinsing cycle,
the rinsing-spinning step configured to remove detergent
remnants by rotating the laundry at the relatively high
speed is omitted and then it would be difficult to remove
the detergent remnants sufficiently.
[0404] As a result, in the control method of the rinsing
cycle according to the second example, the drum is ro-
tated at the second rotation speed (RPM 2) for approxi-
mately 1 to 3 minutes, and not stopped in the water drain-
ing step. The second rotation speed is determined to be
a predetermined speed that allows the laundry to be at-
tached to the inner surface of the drum due to gravity,
and not dropped, during the rotation of the drum. The
second rotation speed may be set for the centrifugal force
generated by the rotation of the drum to be larger than
the gravity acceleration. Also, the second rotation speed
may be set to be lower than the over speed area of the
washing machine. If the drum is rotated over the over-
speed area, the resonance may increase the noise and
the vibration remarkably. As a result, the second rotation
speed may be set to be approximately 100 to 170 RPM.
[0405] Eventually, the draining step rotates the drum
at the predetermined speed and thus the laundry may be
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in close contact with the inner surface of the drum due
to the centrifugal force so as to remove detergent rem-
nants from the laundry. Compensating for the omitted
rinsing-spinning step, the draining step rotes the drum at
the second rotation speed to prevent deterioration of the
rinsing ability.
[0406] In the step of rotating the drum at the second
rotation speed (the predetermined speed that allows the
laundry to be in close contact with the inner surface of
the drum), if the water held in the tub is drained, all of the
draining steps may be implemented before the rinsing
cycle. That is, even if the water is drained in the washing
cycle, the step of rotating the drum at the predetermined
RPM may be implemented.

M.3 Spinning Cycle (S2170);

[0407] A spinning cycle of this course may be similar
to the spinning cycles of the other courses, for example,
the spinning cycle of Course A. Thus, further detailed
description thereof will be omitted.
[0408] Course M described above may be applied to
the washing machine according to the second example.
However, Course M may also be applied to the washing
machine according to the first example. That is, Course
M may be applicable to any of the washing machines
according to the first and second examples.

N. TIME MANAGEMENT OPTION:

[0409] A time management option will now be de-
scribed. Generally, once a specific course is selected,
an operation of the selected course starts based on a
preset algorithm and the operation finishes in a prede-
termined amount of time. The operation time required to
implement the course may be to the total of the times
required by the individual cycles composing the course.
This total operation time may be displayed on the display
part 119.
[0410] In certain circumstances, the operation time
may be too long. For example, if the user has to leave in
1 hour and the preset operation time is 1 hour and 20
minutes, the operation time is 20 minutes longer than
desirable to the user. In contrast, severe contamination
may make the washing operation implemented for 1 hour
and 20 minutes not sufficient to wash the laundry. To
solve the problem, a washing machine and control meth-
od thereof capable of managing time are provided.
[0411] The washing machines described above may
include a time management option provided to manage
time. That is, the operation time of a specific course may
be increased or decreased via the option part. Specifi-
cally, the user may select a time save option from the
time manage option. Alternatively, the user may select
an intensive option via the time manage option. If no such
options are selected, the operation may be implemented
according to the preset course. This time manage selec-
tion may be implemented before the washing cycle starts

and after selecting the operation course.
[0412] For example, when the user selects the time
save option if the operation time of the cotton course is
120 minutes, the required operation time may be reduced
to, for example, 100 minutes. When the user selects the
intensive option, the operation time may be increased to
140 minutes to ensure sufficient cleaning of heavily con-
taminated laundry items. There may be a predetermined
difference between the preset time and the actually re-
quired time.
[0413] The required time of the washing cycle and/or
the rinsing cycle may be changeable according to the
selection of the time save option. That is, the cycle whose
required operation time is changed/adjusted may be dif-
ferent depending on the selected course. For example,
in case of the cotton course, the synthetic course and
the mixture course, it is important to improve the washing
ability. Because of that, the required time of the normal
washing cycle may not be changeable even if the time
save option is selected. Thus, the required time of one
of the components of the rinsing cycle may be considered
for adjustment.
[0414] The rinsing cycle repeats the water supplying,
water draining and spinning. The rinsing may be imple-
mented two times, three times or four times. The spinning
may be implemented in the same order of the spinning
cycle, with the RPM and the time of the main-spinning
less than those of the spinning cycle. As a result, when
the time save option is selected, the main-spinning of the
rinsing cycle may be omitted.
[0415] When the time save option is selected, the laun-
dry amount determining step may be omitted, depending
on the selected course. For example, when the wool,
delicate or sportswear course is selected, the amount of
this special fabric is relatively small. If such the fabric
items get contaminated, the user tends to wash them
immediately. As a result, it is rare to wash a large amount
of these types of laundry items in a single course oper-
ation. Considering that, the laundry amount determining
step may be omitted when the wool, delicate or sports-
wear course is selected.
[0416] In contrast, when the intensive option is select-
ed, the number of rinsing implementations in the rinsing
cycle or the required time of the washing cycle may be
increased, or both may be increased.
[0417] This time management option satisfies the ob-
ject of the specific course and allows the user to manage
time conveniently.

O. Course O:

[0418] ’Course O’ will be described in reference to FIG.
25. ’Course O’ may be set as course proper to laundry
required to wash with a strong washing ability such as
clothes with severe contaminants or infant clothes. That
is, a strong washing ability is required to wash clothes
having severe contaminants such as work clothes. In this
case, at least one step included in this course may include
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a step of supplying steam toward laundry. when steam
is supplied to the laundry, the temperature of the laundry
is increased by a high temperature steam and contami-
nants attached to the laundry is soaked to improve wash-
ing and/or rinsing ability. In addition, in case of clothes
required to sterilize such as infant clothes, steam is used
to achieve a sterilization effect. Here, a steam generation
device (not shown) may be provided to generate steam
by using water supplied from an external water supply
source, to supply steam to the laundry. in other words,
the steam generation device receives water from the ex-
ternal water supply source and it heats the water to gen-
erate steam. After that, the steam generation device sup-
plied the steam toward the laundry. in this case, a steam
line configured to move the steam there through and a
steam nozzle configured to supply steam may be provid-
ed in the steam generation device. The steam generation
device may be versatile to be a storage type configured
to store water therein or a heating type configured to
move water.

0.1 Step of waiting user’s input:

[0419] First of all, the laundry machine performs a step
of waiting a user’s input (S2510) configured to wait a
user’s input. In this case, the laundry machine displays
a course input visually via the display to wait the user’s
input. Alternatively, the laundry machine may notice the
course input to the user auditorily.

0.2 Performing selected Course:

[0420] When the user selects a course, the controller
identifies whether the selected course is a steam course
(S2530). Here, the steam course is a course including at
least one step using steam. In other words, at least one
step included in a washing, rinsing and spinning cycle of
the selected course includes a step using steam, and
then the course may be called as steam course.
[0421] When the steam course is selected, the control
part performs a step of supplying steam to the drum of
the laundry machine and a step of driving the drum at
least one time (S2570). Here, the steam may be gener-
ated by the steam generation device described above
and the steam generation device may supply the steam
to the drum. when drum is driven, a driving motion of the
driving drum may be a strong motion such as the scrub
and/or step motion, a motion including a sudden brake
step or ’striking motion’ and/or ’rubbing motion’ the scrub
and step motion are described above and repeated de-
scription thereof will be omitted. Such the steam supply-
ing step and the drum motion step may be performed,
with the order of them being combined with each other.
[0422] For example, steam is supplied first and the
drum motion step is performed later. If then, foreign sub-
stances attached to the laundry may be soaked effec-
tively by the steam supply. Because of that, when the
drum motion is performed after the steam supplying step,

the foreign substances attached to the laundry may be
removed smoothly. In other words, a soaking step using
steam and a washing step using a drum motion may be
included. Especially, the drum motion step may include
a motion having the strong motion such as the scrub
and/or step or the sudden brake step and it may remove
foreign substance more efficiently. As a result, when the
drum motion step is performed after steam is supplied,
the washing efficiency of the laundry may be improved
noticeably. When the drum motion step is performed after
the steam is supplied to the laundry, a predetermined
period of each step may be overlapped with each other.
in this case, a similar effect may be achieved.
[0423] When the steam supplying step is performed
after the drum motion step, it is expected that the steam
may remove wrinkles and unpleasant smell from the
laundry and prevent static electricity. The drum motion
step may be performed in the washing cycle or rinsing
cycle. because of that, when the steam is supplied after
the motion of the drum such the cycle, a refreshing effect
using steam such as laundry sterilizing, wrinkle removal,
unpleasant smell removal or laundry static electricity pre-
vention may be expected. When the steam supplying
step is performed after the drum motion step, a prede-
termined period of each step may be overlapped with
each other. in this case, a similar effect may be achieved.
[0424] In the meanwhile, the steam supplying step and
the drum motion step may be overlapped substantially,
without determining the order of the two steps. For ex-
ample, at least one of start point and finish points of the
steam supplying step completely accords with at least
one of the points of drum motion step. alternatively, each
of the steps may be performed before or after the over-
lapped period.
[0425] The case of the steam supplying step and the
drum motion step substantially overlapped with each oth-
er may be performed in ’steam refresh course’, for ex-
ample. The steam refresh course may be defined as
course configured to perform refreshing by using steam
without water supplying, when the drum is driven if steam
is supplied, the steam may be uniformly supplied to the
laundry and the refresh effect may be improved more
efficiently. Especially, when the drum is driven in the mo-
tion including the strong motion such as the scrub and/or
step motion or the motion having the sudden brake, a
relatively strong shock may be applied to the laundry and
an effect of removing dust attached to the laundry may
be achieved.
[0426] The above steam refresh course may be de-
scribed as follows. For example, when trying to increase
the temperature of the drum inside, steam is supplied
and the temperature of the drum inside may be increased
up to a predetermined temperature or more. when the
drum inside temperature is increased to the predeter-
mined temperature or more, the control part may drive
the drum together with the steam supplying. the strong
motion of the drum enables foreign substances such as
dust attached to the laundry to be eliminated. The steam
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supplying enables the refresh effect to be achieved. After
that, the steam supplying is stopped to disentangle the
laundry inside the drum and only the drum motion step
is performed for a predetermined time period. Alterna-
tively, to remove wrinkles from the laundry by using the
strong motion, the drum motion step is stopped and the
steam supplying step and the steam supplying step may
be performed for another predetermined time period.
[0427] In the meanwhile, if the course inputted by the
user is not a steam course, the course may be performed
as preset (S2550). Here, when the user selects one of
the above courses, the selected course may be per-
formed as described above.

P. Course P:

[0428] ’Course P’ will be described in reference to FIG.
26. ’Course P’ may be used to sterilize laundry items
such as, for example, infant clothes. In other words, a
strong washing ability may be required to wash clothes
with a heavy soil level such as, for example, working
clothes. In this case, at least one step included in such
a course may include a step of spraying steam toward
the clothes in the drum. When steam is supplied to the
clothes, the temperature of the clothes is increased by
the high temperature steam, and dirt attached to the
clothes may be soaked to improve washing and/or rinsing
efficiency. Also, in case of laundry items to be sterilized,
such as infant clothes, steam may be supplied to achieve
a laundry sterilization effect. To supply steam, a steam
generation device configured to generate steam from wa-
ter received from an external water supply source may
be employed. Such a steam generation device may in-
clude a steam line configured to move steam and a steam
nozzle configured to supply the steam. A water storing
type, a moving-water heating type and the like may be
applicable as the steam generation device.
[0429] ’Course P’ may include a washing cycle, a rins-
ing cycle and a spinning cycle to wash and/or sterilize
items having a high soil level, such as, for example, work
clothes or infant clothes. A user may select Course P
from the course selection part 117 (S2610)

P.1 Washing Cycle (S2630)

P.1.1 Water Supplying Step (S2631):

[0430] Detergent is supplied in a water supplying step,
together with wash water, and a process of dissolving
detergent in the wash water may be performed. To en-
hance efficiency of the washing cycle, detergent disso-
lution may be completed effectively in an initial stage of
the water supplying step. Thus, a detergent dissolution
promoting step may be performed in the water supplying
step to promote detergent dissolution.
[0431] To promote the detergent dissolution, a drum
driving motion allowing the laundry to move inside the
drum may be a motion capable of supplying a strong

mechanical force to both the wash water and the laundry.
For example, the step motion configured to repeatedly
drop the laundry lifted along the rotating drum from the
inner circumferential surface of the drum by the braking
of the drum may be implemented during the water sup-
plying step to promote detergent dissolution. The scrub
motion configured to repeated drop and re-lifting the laun-
dry lifting along the rotating drum by the braking of the
drum and the reverse-rotation of the drum may be imple-
mented in addition to or instead of the step motion. The
step motion and the scrub motion both stop the drum
suddenly after rotating the drum, such that the moving
direction of the laundry may be changed suddenly. Be-
cause of that, these motions apply a strong shock to the
wash water and a strong mechanical force is supplied in
the initial stage of the water supplying step. As a result,
detergent dissolution is promoted and the efficiency of
the washing cycle may be improved.
[0432] Also, sequential combination of the step and
scrub motions may be repeated to promote detergent
dissolution. In this case, another type of drum driving
motion may be combined and a motion type of laundry
and a motion type of wash water may be diversified to
further improve the efficiency of the washing cycle.
[0433] In certain examples, a circulating step config-
ured to circulate wash water inside the tub to re-supply
the wash water to the drum may be performed in the
water supply step to promote detergent dissolution. Such
a circulating step allows wash water held under the drum
to be circulated back to the drum, further promoting de-
tergent dissolution and laundry wetting.

P.1.2 Water draining step (S2633):

[0434] Courses using steam may include an interme-
diate water draining step following the water supplying
step to maximize the steam effect.
[0435] In other words, the water supplying step de-
scribed above supplies wash water together with deter-
gent, and a proper drum driving motion enables the de-
tergent to be sufficiently dissolved and the laundry to be
wet enough. When the detergent is sufficiently absorbed
in the laundry, the water inside the drum may be drained
and after that, steam may be supplied. In other words,
once detergent is sufficiently absorbed in the laundry and
the water is eliminated, the temperature of the drum and
the temperature of the laundry may be increased by the
steam and then a soaking effect of the laundry inside the
drum may be achieved for more effective washing in the
washing step. Such a water draining step may not be
usable in all courses, but rather, applicable selectively.
That is, given the time it takes to re-supply water after
draining water and supplying steam, the water draining
step may be applicable only when clothes have a high
soil level. To finish a washing course in a relatively short
amount of time, using steam, main and middle draining
steps may be eliminated.
[0436] During the main draining the drum may be ro-

87 88 



EP 2 496 745 B1

46

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tated at a predetermined RPM or more. While rotating
the drum, intermediate spinning may be performed and
water may be eliminated from the laundry inside the
drum, maximizing the soaking or steaming effect de-
scribed above. In this case, an RPM of the drum may be
determined to be an RPM that allows the water to be
eliminated from the laundry. For example, when the drum
is rotated during draining, the RPM may be determined
to be an RPM allowing the laundry inside the drum to
contact the inner circumferential surface of the drum.

P.1.3 Heating Step (S2635):

[0437] The washing cycle may include a heating step
between the main washing step and the water supplying
step to heat the inside of the drum in preparation for the
main-washing step.
[0438] The heating step supplies steam to the inside
of drum and maintains or increases the temperature of
the wash water or the drum up to a predetermined value
or more. In the description of ’Course P’, the steam is
sprayed in the main washing step, to be described later.
However, steam may be supplied at other points while
performing the washing Course P. For example, if steam
is supplied in the rinsing cycle, the heating step may be
provided in a last portion of the washing cycle prior to the
rinsing cycle.
[0439] During the heating step, the steam generation
device described above heats water and generates
steam. As a result, a heater of the steam generation de-
vice is driven, and so a drum driving motion may be set
accordingly in the heating step. For example, a relatively
high load may be applied to the motor in one of the drum
driving motions including the sudden braking, such as
the scrub or step motion. If a motion including such sud-
den braking is implemented while driving the heater to
generate steam, excessive load may be applied to the
laundry machine. As a result, when the heater is operated
to generate steam, drum driving motions that do not make
use of sudden braking, such as, for example, the rolling
and/or tumbling and/or swing motion(s) may be imple-
mented.

P.1.4 Washing Step (S2637):

[0440] Once the water supplying step and the heating
step are completed, the main washing step may be per-
formed and completed to finish the washing cycle.
[0441] The washing step of this course may include a
steam supplying step configured to supply steam to the
inside of the drum. Such a steam supplying step may be
performed in one or more of an initial stage, middle stage,
or a second half stage of the washing step to enhance a
steam effect. Such a steam supplying step may be prop-
erly combined with an appropriate drum driving motion
before, together with or after the steam supplying step.
The drum driving motion may be implemented in at least
one of before the steam supplying step, after the steam

supplying step and/or during the steam supplying step.
[0442] The drum driving motion in the washing step
may include a sequential combination of the step, tum-
bling and rolling motion to supply a strong mechanical
force and move the laundry variously to enhance washing
efficiency. Alternatively, the drum driving motion in the
washing step may be a sequential combination of the
filtration motion and tumbling motion. Such a sequential
drum driving motion allows the wash water to be supplied
to the laundry continuously, to enhance washing efficien-
cy of the detergent, and to uniformly apply mechanical
force to the laundry to enhance washing efficiency. As a
result, the drum driving motion in the washing step may
be varied according to the amount of laundry to achieve
an optimized washing effect.
[0443] In certain examples, the amount of laundry may
be an amount of laundry determined before the water
supplying step or an amount of laundry determined dur-
ing the heating step. A small amount of wet laundry may
be erroneously determined to be a large amount of laun-
dry, so the drum driving motion in the washing step may
be differentiated according to the amount of laundry de-
termined after the water supplying step.
[0444] When the amount of laundry is a predetermined
laundry amount level or more, the drum driving motion
may include the filtration motion. Together with the filtra-
tion motion, the tumble motion may also be implemented.
If not configured to circulate wash water, only the tumble
motion may be implemented. In the case of a large
amount of laundry, washing efficiency may be enhanced
by supplying wash water to the laundry uniformly and
continuously, while simultaneously applying mechanical
force to the laundry.
[0445] When the amount of laundry is less than a pre-
determined laundry amount level, the drum driving mo-
tion may be the step motion or rolling motion, applying a
strong mechanical force using various motion types to
enhance washing efficiency. Also, the tumble motion may
be implemented together with such motion.
[0446] As mentioned above, the water supplying step,
heating step and the washing step composing the wash-
ing cycle, and the associated drum driving motions may
be varied to improve efficiency of the washing cycle. In
addition, the drum driving motion in each step may be
differentiated so that an optimal washing cycle may be
performed according to an amount of laundry.

P.2 Rinsing Cycle (S2650):

[0447] The rinsing cycle in this course may be per-
formed similar to the rinsing cycle of other courses de-
scribed above, and thus repeated description thereof will
be omitted accordingly.

P.3 Spinning Cycle:

[0448] The spinning cycle in this course may be per-
formed similar to the spinning cycle of other courses de-
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scribed above, and thus repeated description thereof will
be omitted accordingly.

IV. DRUM DRIVING MOTION ACCORDING TO 
COURSE AND STEP OF COURSE

[0449] A drum driving motion according to each cycle
of each course will now be described. As mentioned
above, the drum driving motion includes a combination
of the drum rotation direction and the drum rotation
speed, and differentiates the dropping direction and the
dropping point of the laundry located in the drum to com-
pose the different drum motions. These drum driving mo-
tions may be implemented under the control of the motor.
[0450] Since the laundry is lifted by the lift provided at
the inner circumferential surface of the drum during the
rotation of the drum, the rotation speed and the rotation
direction of the drum are controlled to differentiate the
shock applied to the laundry. That is, the mechanical
force including friction between laundry items, friction be-
tween the laundry and the wash water and the dropping
shock may be differentiated. In other words, a laundry
striking or scrubbing level may be differentiated to wash
the laundry, and a laundry distribution level or a laundry
turning-over level may be differentiated.
[0451] As a result, a drum driving motion may be dif-
ferentiated according to each cycle composing various
washing courses and each specific step composing each
cycle so that the laundry may be treated by an optimized
mechanical force. Because of that, washing efficiency
may be improved. In addition, a single fixed drum driving
motion may result in excessive washing time. A drum
driving motion for each cycle will now be described.

Washing Cycle:

[0452] A washing cycle includes a laundry amount de-
termining step, a water supplying step and a washing
step. The water supplying step includes a detergent dis-
solution promoting step configured to dissolve detergent
and a laundry wetting step configured to wet the laundry.
The detergent dissolution promoting step and the laundry
wetting step may be provided independently, separate
from the water supplying step. A heating step may be
further provided according to each course.

1.1. Laundry Amount Determining:

[0453] Electric currents used to rotate the drum are
measured to implement the laundry amount determining
step. In this case, when the drum is rotated in a prede-
termined direction, the consumed currents are meas-
ured, and the drum may be driven according to a single
rotation motion, for example, the tumbling motion, in the
laundry amount determining step.

1.2 Water Supplying:

[0454] In a water supplying step, wash water is sup-
plied together with detergent and a step of dissolving the
detergent may be implemented. To improve the efficien-
cy of the washing cycle, detergent dissolution may be
completed effectively in an initial stage of the water sup-
plying step. To dissolve the detergent in the wash water
quickly, a motion configured to apply a strong mechanical
force may be effective. That is, a strong mechanical force
is applied to the wash water to dissolve the detergent in
the wash water more effectively. As a result, in the de-
tergent dissolution promoting step, the drum is rotated
according to the step motion and/or the scrub motion. As
mentioned above, the step motion and the scrub motion
rotate the drum at relatively high speed, applying a sud-
den brake to the drum to change directions, and a strong
mechanical force may be provided. A combination of the
step motion and the scrub motion may be possible in this
step.
[0455] In the laundry wetting promoting step, it is im-
portant to wet the laundry in the wash water mixed with
the detergent. In this case, a drum driving motion may
be the filtration motion. Alternatively, the filtration motion
and the rolling motion may be implemented sequentially.
The rolling motion continuously turns over the laundry to
enable the wash water held in the lower portion of the
drum to contact with the laundry uniformly and is proper
in laundry wetting. The filtration motion broadens the
laundry during the rotation of the drum to bring the laundry
into close contact with the inner circumferential surface
of the drum, while spraying the wash water into the drum
simultaneously, such that the wash water may be dis-
charged from the tub via the laundry and the through
holes of the drum due to the centrifugal force. As a result,
the filtration motion broadens the surface area of the laun-
dry and allows the wash water to pass through the laun-
dry. Because of that, an effect of supplying the wash wa-
ter to the laundry uniformly may be achieved. Also, to
use such the effect, different two drum driving motions,
that is, the filtration motion and the rolling motion are
repeated sequentially in the laundry wetting promoting
step. If the laundry amount is a predetermined value or
more, the laundry wetting effect may be deteriorated in
the rolling motion having the relatively low rotation speed
of the drum, and thus the tumbling motion having a rel-
atively high rotation speed of the drum may be imple-
mented instead of the rolling motion.
[0456] However, the detergent dissolution promoting
step or the laundry wetting step of the water supplying
step may be classified according to the driving motion of
the drum when the wash water is continuously supplied.
As a result, it is difficult for the user to distinguish the
above steps in the water supplying step. From the view
of the user, it seems that the drum is driven according to
one of the rolling and/or tumbling and/or step and/or scrub
motions in the water supplying step, or a combination of
two or more of the motions.
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[0457] According to the type of fabric of the laundry,
there may be courses configured to prevent laundry fab-
ric damage. Also, according to the course, there may be
courses configured to suppress noise generation when
the laundry is washed based on the courses. When the
drum is driven according to the motion capable of apply-
ing a strong mechanical force in the water supplying step,
laundry fabric damage or noise generation may be diffi-
cult to avoid, in general. As a result, in the water supplying
steps, motions capable of reducing the noise generation
as much as possible or preventing fabric damage are
provided. In these courses, the detergent dissolution ef-
fect and laundry wetting effect are achieved so that, in
these courses, the drum may be driven in the swing mo-
tion or the time of the rolling motion may be increased.
[0458] The swing motion may minimize the motion of
the laundry inside the drum, compared with the other
motions, and it may minimize fabric damage generated
by the friction of laundry items and the friction between
the laundry and the drum. In addition, the rolling motion
induces the rolling-movement of the laundry along the
inner surface of the drum, and does not generate shock
generated by the sudden dropping of the laundry.
[0459] If the detergent dissolution and the laundry wet-
ting are implemented in the water supplying step, a cir-
culating step configured to circulate the wash water may
be provided in at least predetermined step. Such a cir-
culating step may be implemented over the water sup-
plying step or in a predetermined stage of the water sup-
plying step.

1.3 Heating:

[0460] In a heating step, a drum driving motion config-
ured to transmit heat generated while the heater provided
in the tub heats the wash water to the laundry may be
provided. In the heating step, the drum is driven accord-
ing to the tumbling motion configured to rotate the drum
in the predetermined direction continuously. If the rota-
tion direction of the drum is changed, a vortex is gener-
ated in the wash water and heat transmission efficiency
may be deteriorated. f the laundry amount is less than a
predetermined laundry amount level, the drum is driven
in the rolling motion. If the laundry amount is the prede-
termined laundry amount level or more, the drum is driven
in the tumbling motion. The rolling motion can heat the
laundry sufficiently if the laundry amount is less than the
predetermined level. If the laundry amount is the prede-
termined level or more, the tumbling motion configured
to rotate the drum at the relatively high speed may be
proper.

1.4 Washing:

[0461] A washing step may take the longest time of the
washing cycle. In the washing step, contaminants of the
laundry may be substantially removed and a drum driving
motion of the washing step may be a motion capable of

moving the laundry in various patterns. For example, the
drum driving motion of the washing step may be one of,
or a combination of, the step motion and/or the tumbling
motion and/or the rolling motion. Such a combination of
the motions can apply a strong mechanical force to the
laundry. Especially, in the case of a small amount of the
laundry, a combination of these motions may be effective.
[0462] The drum driving motion of the washing step
may be a combination of the filtration motion and the
tumbling motion. Such a drum driving motion can supply
wash water to the laundry continuously to improve wash-
ing efficiency and can apply mechanical force to the laun-
dry uniformly to improve washing efficiency. Such a com-
bination may be effective with a large amount of laundry.
[0463] A heating step is provided before the washing
step and the wash water may be heated in the washing
step to improve washing efficiency. If the wash water is
heated, drum driving motions may be combined. For ex-
ample, if the heater provided in the tub is driven to heat
the wash water, the drum may be driven according to a
drum driving motion having no sudden-brake.
[0464] As mentioned above, in the courses configured
to prevent fabric damage and to suppress noise gener-
ation, a motion capable of applying a relatively weak me-
chanical force to the laundry may be provided in the
washing step. For example, the washing steps of the
above courses, the swing motion may be implemented
to reduce noise generation and prevent fabric damage.
As a result, the operation time of the swing motion may
be longer than the other motions in the course. If the
washing step is implemented by only the swing motion,
the washing efficiency may be deteriorated and a motion
having a strong mechanical force may be additionally
provided. The operation time of the motion having the
strong mechanical force may be set to be shorter than
that of the motion having the weak mechanical force.

2. Rinsing Cycle:

[0465] In the rinsing cycle, water supplying, drum driv-
ing and draining steps are repeated to rinse contaminants
attached to the laundry or detergent remnants. As a re-
sult, a drum driving motion of the rinsing cycle may be a
motion capable of generating a scrubbing-like effect. For
example, the drum driving motion of the rinsing cycle may
be the scrub motion and/or the swing motion. Both the
scrub motion and the swing motion have the effect of
scrubbing and swinging the laundry in the wash water
continuously, to improve rinsing ability.
[0466] When the drum is driven in the rinsing cycle, a
circulating step configured to circulate the wash water
held in the tub into the drum inside and the filtration motion
may be implemented together. That is, the wash water
is sprayed into the drum and the laundry is rinsed by the
flowing water. The filtration motion generates a strong
centrifugal force and may separate the detergent and
contaminants of the laundry from the laundry, together
with the wash water.
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[0467] In the rinsing cycle, wash water may be drained
together with bubbles by using mechanical force applied
to the laundry during the draining and/or intermediate-
spinning. As a result, the drum is driven in the step motion
or tumbling motion. By dropping the lifted laundry, the
washing efficiency may be improved and the bubbles
may be removed smoothly. The drum driving motion may
be differentiated according to the laundry amount. That
is, in the case of a small amount of laundry, the step
motion is implemented to generate a maximum dropping
distance. In the case of a large amount of laundry, the
tumbling motion is implemented.
[0468] As mentioned above, in the courses selected
to prevent fabric damage or to suppress noise genera-
tion, the motion capable of applying a relatively weak
mechanical force to the laundry may be provided in the
rinsing cycle. For example, the swing motion may be pro-
vided in the rinsing cycles of the courses. In the course
selected to reduce washing time, it is possible to reduce
the time of the rinsing cycle. For example, the filtration
motion consumes a relatively large amount of time and
thus the filtration motion may be omitted in the drum driv-
ing step of the rinsing cycle in the case of a course se-
lected to reduce the overall washing time.

3. Spinning Cycle:

[0469] In a spinning cycle, the drum is rotated at a pre-
determined speed or higher to remove moisture con-
tained in the laundry and the spinning cycle may include
a laundry disentangling step and an eccentricity meas-
uring step to accelerate the rotation speed of the drum
to a predetermined RPM. A proper drum driving motion
may be selected according to the object of each step.
For example, it is advantageous in the laundry disentan-
gling step to apply a relatively strong mechanical force
to the laundry. If a motion capable of applying a strong
mechanical force is provided in the prior rinsing cycle,
even a motion having a weak mechanical force is suffi-
cient. Also, to measure the eccentricity accurately, a
drum driving motion configured to rotate the drum in a
single direction continuously may be appropriate in the
eccentricity measuring step.

V. NEW COURSES

[0470] In describing the various courses, each course
includes a washing cycle, a rinsing cycle and a spinning
cycle. However, it is possible to omit a single cycle from
each course according to the user’s selection. That is, it
is possible to omit the washing cycle from Course A
(Standard Course) or to omit the rinsing cycle from
Course B (Heavy Contaminant Course) or to omit the
spinning cycle from Course C (Quick Boiling Course). By
extension, one of the cycles provided in each course may
be set as an auxiliary course. For example, the washing
cycle of course F (Functional Clothing Course) may be
set as single new course. In this case, it may be referred

to as ’functional clothing washing’. Rather than the wash-
ing cycle, the rinsing cycle or the spinning cycle provided
in each course may be set as new course.
[0471] Although the washing cycle, the rinsing cycle
and the spinning cycle are described in a particular order
to explain each of the courses, such cycles of one course
may be combined with cycles of another course to es-
tablish new course. For example, the rinsing cycle and
the spinning cycle of Course A (Standard Course) may
be combined with the washing cycle of Course B (Heavy
Contaminant Course) and set as a new course. Alterna-
tively, each cycle may be taken out of the other courses.
For example, the rinsing cycle of course A (Standard
Course) and the spinning cycle of Course M may be com-
bined with the washing cycle of Course B (Heavy Con-
taminant Course) and set as a new course. In this case,
steps configured to connect the cycles may be adjusted
or changed as appropriate.
[0472] Further, new course can be made based on ef-
forts and conditions of laundry. Figures 22 to 24 illustrates
the steps, effects and conditions used to determine the
motions for standard course, strong motion course
(heavy contaminant course, quick boiling course and cool
wash course) and weak motion course (color, delicate or
wool course). Based on desired effects and conditions,
the motions of the drums can be selected interchangea-
ble between standard course, strong motions course and
weak motion course to create new programs. The
present disclosure and features can be further applied
to motion of the drum of a dryer, which, for example, are
disclosed in US Patent Pub. Nos. 2009/0126222,
2010/0005680 and 2010/0162586.

Claims

1. A method of operating a laundry machine including
a tub (120) configured to hold wash water and a ro-
tatable drum (130) provided in the tub (120) for hold-
ing laundry, the method comprising:

a draining step configured to drain wash water
in the tub (120);
a spinning step after the draining step and con-
figured to rotate the drum (130) so as to remove
water from the laundry; and
a disentangling step after the spinning step and
configured to disentangle the laundry in the
drum (130),
wherein the disentangling step rotates the drum
(130) and intermittently stops the rotation of the
drum (130) to cause the laundry in the drum
(130) to be dropped from an upper portion of the
drum (130), whereby the disentangling step
comprises:

rotating the drum (130) at a preset RPM that
generates a centrifugal force greater than
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or equal to 1G in a first direction when a
rotation angle of the drum (130) is between
0 and 180 degrees with respect to the first
direction;
suddenly applying a brake to the drum (130)
when the rotation angle is 180 degrees or
just before with respect to the first direction;
characterized in that the disentangling
step further comprises: resuming rotating
the drum (130) at the preset RPM in the first
direction when a rotation angle of the drum
(130) is between 0 and 180 degrees with
respect to the first direction and suddenly
applying the brake to the drum (130) when
the rotation angle is 180 degrees or just be-
fore with respect to the first direction, where-
in the step of rotating the drum (130), the
step of suddenly applying a brake to the
drum (130), and the step of resuming rotat-
ing the drum (130) and suddenly applying
a brake to the drum (130) are implemented
consecutively.

2. The method according to any one of claims 1, where-
in the suddenly applying a brake to the drum (130)
applies a torque to the drum (130) in an opposite
direction to a current rotation direction of the drum
(130).

3. The method according to any one of claims 1 or 2,
wherein the preset RPM that generates a centrifugal
force greater than or equal to 1G in the disentangling
step is greater than or equal to 60 rpm.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Betreiben einer Waschmaschine, die
einen Bottich (120), der konfiguriert ist, Waschwas-
ser zu enthalten, und eine drehbare Trommel (130),
die in dem Bottich (120) für die Aufnahme von Wä-
sche vorgesehen ist, umfasst, wobei das Verfahren
die folgenden Schritte umfasst:

einen Ablaufschritt, der konfiguriert ist, Wasch-
wasser in dem Bottich (120) ablaufen zu lassen;
einen Schleuderschritt nach dem Ablaufschritt,
der konfiguriert ist, die Trommel (130) so zu dre-
hen, dass Wasser von der Wäsche entfernt wird;
und
einen Schritt zum Entwirren nach dem Schleu-
derschritt, der konfiguriert ist, die Wäsche in der
Trommel (130) zu entwirren,
wobei der Schritt zum Entwirren die Trommel
(130) dreht und die Drehung der Trommel (130)
in Abständen stoppt, um zu bewirken, dass die
Wäsche in der Trommel (130) von einem oberen
Abschnitt der Trommel (130) fallen gelassen

wird,
wobei der Schritt zum Entwirren die folgenden
Schritte umfasst:

Drehen der Trommel (130) mit einer vorein-
gestellten Drehzahl, die eine Zentrifugal-
kraft größer oder gleich lg erzeugt, in einer
ersten Richtung, wenn ein Drehwinkel der
Trommel (130) im Bereich zwischen 0 und
180 Grad in Bezug auf die erste Richtung
liegt;
plötzliches Ausüben einer Bremskraft auf
die Trommel (130), wenn der Drehwinkel in
Bezug auf die erste Richtung 180 Grad be-
trägt oder kurz davor ist; dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass der Schritt zum Entwirren
ferner den folgenden Schritt umfasst:
Wiederaufnehmen der Drehung der Trom-
mel (130) mit der voreingestellten Drehzahl
in der ersten Richtung, wenn ein Drehwinkel
der Trommel (130) im Bereich zwischen 0
und 180 Grad in Bezug auf die erste Rich-
tung liegt, und plötzliches Ausüben der
Bremskraft auf die Trommel (130), wenn
der Drehwinkel in Bezug auf die erste Rich-
tung 180 Grad beträgt oder kurz davor ist,
wobei der Schritt der Drehung der Trommel
(130), der Schritt des plötzlichen Ausübens
einer Bremskraft auf die Trommel (130) und
der Schritt des Wiederaufnehmens der Dre-
hung der Trommel (130) und das plötzliche
Ausüben einer Bremskraft auf die Trommel
(130) nacheinander ausgeführt werden.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das plötzliche
Ausüben einer Bremskraft auf die Trommel (130) ein
Drehmoment auf die Trommel (130) in einer zu der
momentanen Drehrichtung entgegengesetzten
Richtung der Trommel (130) ausübt.

3. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1 oder 2, wo-
bei die voreingestellte Drehzahl, die in dem Schritt
zum Entwirren eine Zentrifugalkraft größer oder
gleich 1g erzeugt, 60 min-1 oder mehr beträgt.

Revendications

1. Procédé de fonctionnement d’un lave-linge compre-
nant une cuve (120) configurée pour contenir une
eau de lavage et un tambour rotatif (130) prévu dans
la cuve (120) pour contenir du linge, le procédé
comprenant :

une étape de vidange configurée pour vidanger
l’eau de lavage de la cuve (120) ;
une étape d’essorage après l’étape de vidange
et configurée pour faire tourner le tambour (130)
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de manière à enlever l’eau du linge ; et
une étape de désenchevêtrement après l’étape
d’essorage et configurée pour désenchevêtrer
le linge dans le tambour (130),
dans lequel l’étape de désenchevêtrement fait
tourner le tambour (130) et arrête par intermit-
tence la rotation du tambour (130) pour amener
le linge dans le tambour (130) à tomber d’une
portion supérieure du tambour (130) ,
dans lequel l’étape de désenchevêtrement
comprend :

la rotation du tambour (130) à un régime
préréglé qui génère une force centrifuge su-
périeure ou égale à 1G dans un premier
sens lorsqu’un angle de rotation du tambour
(130) est entre 0 et 180 degrés par rapport
au premier sens ;
l’application soudaine d’un freinage au tam-
bour (130) lorsque l’angle de rotation est
180 degrés ou juste avant par rapport au
premier sens ;
caractérisé en ce que l’étape de désen-
chevêtrement comprend en outre :
la reprise de la rotation du tambour (130)
au régime préréglé dans le premier sens
lorsqu’un angle de rotation du tambour
(130) est entre 0 et 180 degrés par rapport
au premier sens et de l’application soudaine
du freinage au tambour (130) lorsque l’an-
gle de rotation est 180 degrés ou juste avant
par rapport au premier sens, dans lequel
l’étape de la rotation du tambour (130), l’éta-
pe de l’application soudaine d’un freinage
au tambour (130), et l’étape de la reprise de
la rotation du tambour (130) et de l’applica-
tion soudaine d’un freinage au tambour
(130) sont mises en oeuvre consécutive-
ment.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’ap-
plication soudaine d’un freinage au tambour (130)
applique un couple au tambour (130) dans un sens
opposé à un sens de rotation actuel du tambour
(130).

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
le régime préréglé qui génère une force centrifuge
supérieure ou égale à 1G à l’étape de désenchevê-
trement est supérieur ou égal à 60 tr/mn.
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