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(57) Abstract

A ferrule fitted around the end portions, which are to be joined to each other, of optical fibers, and formed so that a free
end portion of the ferrule can be displaced resiliently to a great extent with respect to the fixed end portion thereof. Owing to this
structure, the displacement of the axes of the optical fibers to be connected can be absorbed to minimize connection loss as well
as the sliding force which occurs while connecting the fibers.
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