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Continuation of Box II.Z2
Claims Nos.: b7

Reach-through compound:

Claim 57 relate to the use of an "agent" that "modulates the interaction
between endogenous BPLP protein and a membrane metallopeptidase".

As such, present claims 57 relate to a "use of a compound” only defined
by reference to 1ts potential interaction with different polypeptide and
identified using scréening methods.

The claim covers the use of all products having this characteristic or
property, whereas the application provides support and/or disclosure
within the meaning of Article 5 and & PCT for none such products. In the
present case, the ¢laims so lack support, and the application so Tacks
disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope
15 Impossible. Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also Tack
clarity.

A meaningful search cannot be established because 1t is not possible to
determine 1f any of the presently known substances is falling under the
terms of these "modulators” use ¢laims.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions 1n respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The appiicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an Intermaticnal Preliminary Examining Authority 1s
normally not te carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This 1s the case irrespective of whether or not the
¢laims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant 1s reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidelime C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which Ted to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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[[] tablets) related to the sequencs fisting

b,  format of material
fn written format

in computer readable form
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c.  time of filing/furnishing
contzined In the intemationa) application as filed

filed logether with the Intsrnational application In computar readable form

KB

furnished subssquently to hils Authority for the purpose of search

2. I:I In addition, In the case that more than one verslon of copy of a sequence listing andfor table relating thersto has been filed
or furnished, the required stalements that tha Information In the subsequent or additional coples |s idantical to that in the
application as flled or doss not go beyond the application as flled, as appropriate, were fumishad.
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an extent that ne meaningful Intermnationat Search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3 D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentances of Rule 6.4(a).

Box lii Observations where unity of Invantion Js lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first shost)

This International Searching Authority found muliipls Inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. D As all required addtional search fess were imely paid by the applicant, this International Ssarch Report covars all
searchable dalms,

2. I:l Az all searchakle claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional faa, this Autharity did notinvite payment
of any addltional fee.

3. D As only some of ha required additional search fees wera imely pald by the applicant, this International 8sarch Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specliically claims Nos.:

4, I:I No required addlional search fees wera imely pald by the appllcant. Gonsaquently, 1hls Intemational Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentloned In the clalms; it Is covered by claims Nos_:
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