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The present invention relates broadly to
the art of vehicle construction and more par-
ticularly to an improved body for use in the
building of trucks, wagons and the like.

3 At the present time it is essential in the art
to which the present invention relates to pro-
vide bodies for the purposes herein contem-
plated, which bodies have a minimum weight
coupled with a maximum strength, and

® which are sufficiently attractive to enable
effective sale thereof on a keenly competitive
basis. The present invention affords a body
possessing these attributes and possessing

. greater inherent strength due to improved

7 features of construction made the subject

matter of the present application.

In the accompanying drawings there is
shown for purposes of illustration only, a
preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, it being understood that the drawings
do not define the limits of my invention, as
changes in the construction disclosed therein
may be made without departing either from
the spirit of the invention or the scope of my
broader claims.

In the drawings:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a body
constructed in accordance with the present
invention; -

Figure 2 is a vertical transverse sectional
vie&av through the body illustrated in Figure 1
an : : .

Figure 8 is a longitudinal sectional view,

artly broken away, through the body of

igures 1 and 2. : '

In accordance with the present invention,
there may be provided a body comprising
longitudinally extending supporting means
40 2, having mounted thereon a plurality of

transversely extending cross beams 8. These

cross beams may be reinforced by strips 4
of durable wood adapted to cooperate with
and serve as a convenient fastening means

45 for the bottom 5. ,

Each side of the body is formed from a
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single piece of metal 6, having its lower edge
bent outwardly to extend over the ends of
the cross beams 3 and provide a running-
board 7. These edges are then turned down-
wardly, as indicated at 8, to form a closure 50
for the ends of the cross beams and to im-
prove the appearance of the truck body, as
will be apparent from an inspection of
Figure 1. ‘

The extreme lower edges 9 are then turned 55
inwardly to underlie the ends of the beams,
and rigidly secure the sides to the cross beams
and more effectively prevent accidental rela-
tive movement therebetween.

The bending of the portions 7, outwardly
with respect to the portions 6, constitutes a
valuable advance in the art of body building
and provides a body of light weight having
a materially greater strength than has
heretofore been obtained with bodies of
known construction.

It has heretofore always been customary
in so far as I am aware, to bend the lower
edges of the sides inwardly. In such a con-
struction, the load within the body tends to
force the sides outwardly and thereby bring
the portion 6 into the plane of the portions
corresponding to the portions 7. With bodies
of known construction, the resistance afforded
to such a movement has been comparatively 75
slight due to the fact that steel may be more
easily restored to its original position than
it may be bent into an entirely new position.
This constant springing of the sides outward-
ly upon loading the body, and inwardly upon
discharging the contents, results in sufficient
fatigue of the metal to either cause rupture
thereof or objectionable weakness.

By the present invention these objections
are entirely overcome due to the fact that
the portions 7 are bent in exactly the oppo-
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“s'te direction, whereupon the tendency of the

sides to spring outwardly under a load is
more effectively resisted, since such spring-

ing would result in the further distortion of 90
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the metal into a new
not previously occupie

The sides may be further strengthened in
any desired manner, as by the provision of
braces 10. These braces ‘are preferably
welded into position in order to obviate the
use of separate fastening means and weaken-
ing of the sides as would be required by
drilling. '

dposition which it has

A finishing strip 11, corresponding gener-

ally to the downturned portion 8, may be pro-
vided for the rear end of the body, this strip,
however, preferably having an inturned edge
11, adapted to overlie a portion of the bottom
5 and assist in securing the same in position.
The finishing strip is welded to the portions
8, adjacent the corners 12. At the front
of the truck there is provided a cab back 13,
of the desired shape, welded into position
against the frame. Pivotally supported from
the finishing strip 11 is a tail gate 14, of suit-
able construction.

The present body provides a light steel
construction of extremely pleasing appear-
ance and capable of being easily assembled.
The sides, after being shaped as required, may
be readily slipped into position on the ends
of the cross beams, and then secured thereon
asmay berequired. Thereafter, the finishing
strip 11 and the cab back 13 may be like-
wise secured in position. The body possesses
another advantage in that the frame work,
including the longitudinal beams 2, the trans-
verse beams 3, the sides 6, the strip 11, and
the back 18, are supported rigidly so as to
provide self-sustaining unit entirely inde-
pendently of the bottom 5. The bottom may
thus be renewed or replaced at will without
effecting the rigidity of the supporting frame.

Iclaim:—

1. A truck body having spaced longitudi-
nally extending sills, a plurality of cross
beams having upper and lower flanges mount-
ed on the sills, at least one of the beams hav-
ing a flange extending towards a flange of
another cross beam, a nailing strip below the
upper flange of each cross beam extending
beyond the said flange, and longitudinally
extending floor boards secured to the nail-
ing strips, the upper flanges of some of the
beams being clamped between the floor boards
and the nailing strips, the nailing strips and
the floor boards being thus locked against
movement by the securing of the floor boards
to the nailing strips. ,

2. A truck body having spaced longitudi-
nally extending sills, spaced channel shaped

cross beams mounted on the sills with their

flanges in horizontal planes, one of said cross
beams being at the rear of the truck and
forming the end of the floor of the truck, the
flanges of the rear cross beam extending to-
ward the front of the truck while the flanges
of another cross beam extend toward the rear
of the truck, a strip of wood between the
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flanges of each cross beam extending beyond
the flanges, and longitudinally extending
floor boards on the tops of the flanges in
some of the cross beams and under the flange
of the rear cross beam, said boards being se-
cured to the strips to clamp the interposed
flanges of the cross beams between the strips
and the floor boards, thereby locking the floor
boards and strips against movement. ‘

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand.
LEO J. STYSLINGER.
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