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The present invention generally relates to improve 
ments in outer garments and more particularly to improve 
ments in the fit and warmth of jackets and other similar 
outer wear such as those used for various sports or by 
persons engaged in other outdoor activities. 
An object of the invention is to provide an outer jacket 

or garment having novel structural arrangements in the 
waist region of the garment to provide a better fitting 
method so that the waist of a jacket or the like will prop 
erly fit the wearer. Efforts have been made to provide 
a garment with a snug waistline with the fitting usually 
being accomplished by the use of drawstrings, belts or 
elasticized shirrings. While such devices produce some 
beneficial results, they do not completely fit the garment 
to the waist region of the wearer since only the lower 
waist of a jacket is snug inwardly against the body of 
the wearer. Accordingly, it is an object of the present 
invention to provide an improved construction in gar 
ments which accomplishes enhancement of fit and appear 
ance of the garment by incorporating a structure therein 
which will enable a considerable portion of the vertical 
length of the waist region of the garment to be fitted in 
engagement with the body of the Wearer thereby providing 
an attractive appearance for the garment and also at the 
same time providing additional warmth. 

Another important object of the present invention is to 
provide a garment construction in accordance with the 
preceding object in which the waist suppressor or fitting 
apparatus is incorporated into the pocket structure with 
there being provided a slide-type closure for the pocket 
which will serve to not only close the pocket but reduce 
the size of the waist region of the garment for fitting it 
around the Wearer. 
Another important feature of the present invention is 

to provide a pocket structure which has ample freedom 
for the hands when inserted into the pocket and also pro 
viding a structure wherein opening of the pockets will 
cause relaxing or effective enlargement of the garment to 
enable sufficient increase in size to receive the hands 
when inserted into the pockets. 
The present construction also eliminates the use of 

elasticized shirrings, belts, drawstrings or the like which 
have relatively short effective life or otherwise are rather 
awkward to manipulate and adjust to the desired position. 
Accordingly, it is an essential feature of the present inven 
tion to provide a combined pocket and waist Suppressor 
which is simple in construction, easy to use, effective for 
its particular purposes and relatively inexpensive to manu 
facture. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein 
like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a jacket illustrating 

the combined pocket and waist suppressor of the present 
invention incorporated therein with the slide-type closure 
in closed condition and the waist region of the garment 
snug around the Wearer; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view similar to FIGURE 1 

but with the pocket in open condition illustrating the 
effective enlargement of the garment and at the same time 
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2 
providing sufficient looseness of the garment to enable the 
hands to be inserted into the pockets; and 
FIGURE 3 is a transverse, sectional view taken sub 

stantially upon a plane passing along section line 3-3 of 
FIGURE 1 illustrating the structural details of the struc 
ture of the present invention. 

Referring now specifically to the drawings, the numeral 
10 generally designates an outer garment incorporating 
the present invention therein. The garment is in the 
form of a jacket having the usual sleeves 12, collar 14, 
main body portion 16 which encircles the torso of the 
wearer for providing warmth and the lower end of the 
main body 6 is provided with a waistband 18 all of 
which may be of conventional construction. A closure 
20 such as a slide-type closure or "zipper" may be em 
ployed for retaining the garment in closed relation. Nor 
mally, there is provided a side seam 22 extending from 
the lower edge of the sleeve 12 down to the waistband 
8. 
The present invention includes a combined pocket and 

waist region suppressor generally designated by numeral 
24 and this structure is incorporated into each of the 
side seams 22 and serves to effectively snug the waistband 
and the portion of the main body 6 above the waistband 
about the wearer's waist region and lower chest cavity for 
further increasing the warmth characteristics of the jacket 
and also enhancing the appearance characteristics thereof. 
The combined pocket and suppressor of the present 

invention includes a pocket structure generally designated 
by numeral 26 and including an inner panel 28 and an 
outer panel 30 disposed interiorly of the garment material 
32 which has an entrance opening or slit 34 defined by 
reversely bent or folded free edges 36 and 38 respective 
ly. The free edge of the inner panel 28 of the pocket 
26 is attached to the reversely folded edge 38 of the 
rear edge of the slit-like opening 34 by stitching 40 
while the free edge of the outer panel 30 is attached to the 
fabric 32 of the main body by stitching 42 spaced from 
the reversely folded edge 36 which is retained in its 
reversely folded condition by stitching 44. 
Attached to the garment and overlying the entrance 

slit 34 is a finishing tape 46 having the upper end thereof 
of one piece construction as designated by numeral 48 
and having a vertical slit 50 defined therein. The stitch 
ing 42 secures one edge of the finishing tape 46 to the 
garment material 32 and stitching 52 secures the other 
edge of the tape thereto. The inner edges of the tape 
46 defining the slit 50 are reversely folded and are at 
tached to interlocking fastener element tapes 54 by 
stitching 56. The interlocking elements on the tapes 54 
are interconnected and detachably connected by virtue of 
a slider 58 which cooperates with the interlocking ele 
ments in the manner of a conventional "zipper.' 
As illustrated in FIGURES 1 and 2, the vertical eXtent 

of the sliding closure assembly is greater than the entrance 
slit 34 into the pocket 26 and in normal orientation, the 
adjacent edges of the slider tapes are spaced from each 
other so that additional circumferential size is provided 
for the garment to enable the hand 60 to be freely in 
seritable into the pocket. However, when the Zipper 
slide 58 is pulled downwardly to close the zipper con 
struction as illustrated in FIGURE 1, the interlocking 
elements on the edges of the tapes 54 are disposed against 
each other thereby reducing the circumferential size of 
the garment for snugging the garment inwardly against 
the wearer. 
The finishing tapes 46 may be considered an over 

placket that is sewn to both sides of the garment using 
the side seams of the garment as the center point. The 
adjacent or inside edges of the placket are convexly 
curved and normally disposed as illustrated in FIGURE 
2. Thus, when the zipper which is attached to the convex 
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edges of the placket is moved downwardly to its closed 
position, the zipper slide will cause the garment to be 
suppressed at the waist of the wearer throughout the 
vertical extent of the placket. This provides a closer 
and more Snug fit and further provides additional warmth 
while not substantially changing the peripheral fit of the 
garment at the hip or at the lower edge along the waist 
band since the greatest Snugging of the peripheral fit 
is in the intermediate area of the slide closure or zipper. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. In combination with a jacket of the type having 

a main body with a waistband at the bottom edge there 
of for snugly embracing the waist region of a wearer, 
sleeves at the shoulder regions thereof and side seams 
extending vertically from the waistband to a point un 
derlying the sleeves, the dimensions of the jacket being 
such that the body member is loosely disposed on the 
wearer, said body member including a pair of pockets 
said pockets having edges defining entrance openings gen 
erally disposed in alignment with the side seams said 
pockets extending forwardly from said openings with 
the dimensions of the body member enabling the hands 
to be easily inserted into the pockets, the entrance open 
ing defining edges of the entrance opening for the pockets 
being attached to the body member with the entrance 
opening to the pockets being in alignment with the side 
seams and forming a portion thereof, a placket in the 
form of a pair of tapes extending vertically along the 
side seams and having the upper ends thereof connected 
at a point beneath the sleeves, said tapes being attached 
to the body member in a downwardly diverging manner 
on opposite sides of the entrance opening and extending 
across the waistband in spaced relation, each tape hav 
ing interlocking fastener elements along the facing edges 
thereof, a slidable element for selectively interlocking the 
fastener elements on the tapes and bringing the tapes 
into parallel relation thereby forming a closure for the 
pockets and also reducing the dimensions of the body 
member and reducing the circumference of the waistband 
to more snugly engage the body of a wearer and at the 
same time close the entrance opening to the pockets. 
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4. 
2. An outer garment generally in the form of a jacket 

having sleeves and side seams, and a waistband defining 
the bottom edge thereof, said side seam extending ver 
tically from the bottom of said sleeve to said waistband, 
an over-placket having its top portion disposed centrally 
of said seam, said packet having generally straight edges 
attached laterally of the side seam and diverging down 
Wardly to the bottom of said waistband in an open condi 
tion, a slide-type closure attached to the opposed edges 
of the over-placket adapted to reduce the peripheral ex 
tent of the jacket and waistband when the slide-type 
closure is closed thereby bringing the opposed edges of 
the over-placket into engagement, said slide-type closure 
including a slider element disposed at the upper end of 
the over-placket when the closure is in open condition. 

3. In a garment having sleeves, side seams, a pocket 
and a waistband the improvement comprising a suppressor 
for the waistband comprising an over-placket having 
downwardly divergent edges, said over-placket extending 
to the bottom of the waistband, said pocket having an 
opening in alignment with said side seams, said placket 
being attached to said garment with the side seam of the 
garment being centered between the adjacent edges of 
the placket, and a slide-type closure assembly attached 
to the adjacent edges of the placket for moving said edges 
into Straight line interconnected engagement for effec 
tively reducing the peripheral size of the garment, said 
over-placket directly overlying said opening to said pocket 
whereby the increase in size of the garment when the 
slide-type closure is in open condition will provide suffi 
cient additional space to enable free movement of the 
hands into the pockets, said closure including a slider 
element disposed at the upper end of the over-placket 
when in open condition, said over-placket being dis 
posed along the side seam whereby the slider element will 
be concealed under the upper end portion of the sleeve 
thereby concealing the slider element and also prevent 
ing damage thereto. 
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