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This invention relates generally to improve-
ments in clothing and is particularly directed to
maternity sarments of the underclothing class.

An object of this invention is to provide an un-
dergarment comprising a pair of panties which
are so constructed that they may be worn by a
woman in normal condition or early stages of
pregnancy and during the more advanced and
final stages of pregnancy.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a pair of maternity panties which have an ex-
pansible abdominal section and means for ad-
justing such section between contracted and ex-
panded conditions so that the effective size of
the garment may be readily adapted to the needs
of a particular user at difierent stages of preg-
nancy.

A further object of this invention is to provide
s pair of maternity panties having an abdominal
portion of considerable length and means, such
as draw strings for varying the effective length of
such abdominal portion.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a pair of panties having conventional
seat and crotch portions and an abdominal por-
tion secured at its side edges to those of the seat
portion, the side edges of the former being of
greater length than the latter and being gathered
as the same is stitched thereto, the abdominal
portion being provided with upwardly extend-
ing means in the nature of draw-strings which
may he used to vary the effective length of the
abdominal portion.

It is also an object of the invention to provide
5 pair of panties having conventional seat and
crotch portions and an abdominal portion of ma-
terially greater length than conventional panties
and providing a plurality of casings which extend
upwardly across the abdominal portion and which
receive ribbon-like elements by means of which
the effective length of the abdominal portion may
be varied, the ribbon-like elements being secured
at one end of the casing so that by applving a
drawing foree to the elements af the opposite end
of the casine the abdominal portion can be gath-
ered or plaited to decrease the effective length
thereof. .

Turther obiects and advantages of the present
invention will be apparent from the following
description, reference being had to the accom-~
panying drawings wherein a preferred form of
embodiment of the invention is clearly shown.

In the drawings:

Tig. 1 is a perspective view looking toward the
front of a garment formed in accordance with
the present invention;
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Pig. 2 is a similar view looking toward the back
of the garment;

Fig. 3 is a debail horizontal sectional view taken
through the garment on the plane indicated by
the line III—TIII of Fig. 1, and

mig. 4 is a detail vertical sectional view taken
through the garment on the plane indicated by
the line IV—IV of Fig. 1.

Referring more particularly to the drawing nu-
meral 28 designates the garment in its entirety.
This garment may be formed of suitable ma-
terial and from two or more pieces depending
upon the desires of the manufacturer. It in-
cludes o conventional seat or back portion 21, a
croteh portion 22 and an abdominal or front por-
tion 23. The crotch and back portions are
stitched together in a conventional manner as ab
24, the former being secured also in the conven-

ional manner as at 25 to the abdominal or
front portion 23. The lower and side edges of
the abdominal, the seat and the crotch portions
are suitably shaped so that when the pieces are
assembled leg openings 26 will be formed. These
may be encircled by casings 27 for the reception

5 of elastic garments not shown, or, left plain, 3150

depending upon the desires of the manufacturer.

One of the important features of the present
invention is to form the abdominal portion 23 of
a length materially greater than the conventional
length of similar parts of such garments. Due to
the length the side edges of the abdominal por-
tion are gathered or plaited as at 28 at the time
they are being sewed to the side edges of the back
portion. The upper edges of the back and ab-
dominal portions may also be provided with a cas-
ing indicated by the numeral 38. This casing, in
the form of the invention shown, receives a rib-
bon-like element 3!, the ends of which exfend
outwardly through an opening 32 at the approxi-
mate center of the casing in the upper edge of
the abdominal portion. By drawing the ends of
the element $1 outwardly through the opening
32, the wearer may adjust the circumference of
the waist-line of the garment to suit her particu-
lar needs.

The abdominal portion is provided with a pair
of double casings 33, which extend from the junc-
tures of the sides edges of the crotch portion with
the lower edge of the abdominal portion, up-
wardly across the abdominal portion. In the
form of the invention shown the upper ends of
these casings 33 are disposed slightly to either
side of the center of the abdominal portion and
the easings thus extend upwardly and outwardly
at a slight angle rather than truly vertical.
These double casings 33 receive ribbon-like ele-
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ments 34, the center portions of which are secured
to the abdominal portion in the lower ends of
the casings. The upper ends of the casings 33
are open sc that the ribbon-elements may extend
therefrom, where they can be readily grasped by
the wearer in adjusting the size of the garment.
It is ebvious that the ribbon-~elements could be se-
cured in the upper ends of the casings if desired
and have the adjustment thereof performed at
the lower ends. In adjusting the length of the
abdominal rortion the ribbons 24 are pulled out-
wardly of the casings 23 and cause the material
of the abdominal portion to be gathered or plaited
throughout the entire length thereof. When the
broper size has been determined the ribbon may
be tied in a bow or other knot to maintain the
adjustment. It is ohvious that the length of the
abdoeminal pertion and the circumference of the
waist portion of the garment may be inereased as
occasion demands, merely by untieing the rib-
hon-like elements and releasing the same. After
the desired increase in size has been secured these
elements may again be knotted.

While the invention has been illustrated in only
one form, it should e ohvious that many minor
changes may be made therein without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention as set
forth in the following claims.

I claim:

1. A panty-like garment comprising united
seat, crotch and abdominal portions, the length
of the sids edges of said abdominal portion being
materially greater than that of the seat portion
to which they are attached so that the former
must be gathered: a casing extending upwardly
from each side of the crotch portion o the upper
edge of said abdominal portion; draw string
means in said casings, said draw string means
serving to increase the effective length of said
abdominal portion beyond the length of a con-
ventional garment.

2. A panty-like garment comprising seat and
crotch portions; an abdominal portion joined
at the bottom edge to said erotch portion, the side
edges of said abdominal portion being of greater
length than the side edges of said seat portion
and gathered and secured thereto: prarts of the
edges of said abdominal and crotch portions form-
ing leg openings: casings extending from the ends
of the juncture of said crotch and abdominal
portions to the upper edge of the latter: an addi-
tional casing extending along the upper edge of
sald abdominal and seat portions; and draw
string means in said casings, said draw string
means serving to increase the effective waist di-
ameter of the garment and the effective length
of said abdominal portion beyond the lengths of
the corresponding portions of a conventional
garment,.

3. A maternity garment comprising a seat
portion having side edges of substantially con-
ventional length; a erotch portion: an abdominal
portion secured to said crotch portion, said ab-
dominal portion having side edges of materially
greater length than the side edges of said seat
portion, the side edges of said abdominal portion
being pleated and secured to the side edges of
said seat portion; and means extending from
the ends of the seam between the abdominal
and crotch portions upwardly to the upper edge
of said abdominal portion, said means being ef-
fective to change the length of the abdominal
portion of such garment from a conventional
length to a materially great length.
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4. A maternity garment comprising a seat por-
tion having side edges of substantially conven-
tional length; a crotech portion provided on said
seat portion; an abdominal portion secured to
said erotch portion, said abdominal portion hav-
ing side edges of materially greater length than
those of said seat portion, the side edges of said
abdominal portion being pleated and secured
to the side edges of said seat portion; a tubular
casing extending from points adiacent each end
of the seam between the abdominal and crotch
portions upwardly across the abdominal portion
to points adjacent the upper edze thereof ; and
drawstring means in said casings, said draw-
strings serving to gather the ahdominal portion to
reduce it to conventional length.

5. A maternity garment comprising a seat por-
tion having side edges of substantially conven-
tional length; a crotch portion provided on said
seat portion; an abdominal portion secured to
said crotch portion, said abdominal portion hav-
ing side edges of materially greater length than
those of said seat portion, the side edges of said
abdominal portion being pleated and secured to
the side edges of said seat portion; a double tubu-
lar casing extending from s point adjacent each
end of the seam between the abdominal and
croteh portions upwardly across the abdominal
portion to points adjacent the upper edge there-
of; and an inelastic flexible tape secured at its
intermediate portion at one end of each casing,
said tapes serving to gather the abdominal por-
tion to reduce its effective length to substantially
conventional length.

6. A maternity garment comprising a seat por-
tion having side edges of substantially conven-
tional length; a crotch portion provided on said
seat portion; an abdominal portion secured at its
lower end to said crotch portion, said ahdominal
portion having side and waist edges with lenegths
materially greater than those of a conventional
garment, the side edges of said abdominal por-
tion being pleated and secured to the side edges
of said seat portion; a casing provided at the
waist edge of said abdominal portion; draw-
string means in said casing, said drawstring
means being operative to gather the material of
said abdominal portion at the waist to reduce it
to substantially conventional length; a casing
extending from each end of the sear hetween
the abdominal and crotch portions upwardly
across the abdominal portion to points adja-
cent the waist edge; and a drawstring in each of
the second mentioned casings, said drawstrings
serving to gather the material of the abdominal
portion to reduce the effective length of such
portion to substantially conventional length.
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